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The New Frontier: ePER 

Overview 
• What is it? 
• Benefits of the ePER 
• Built in features 
• How will ePER affect USDA staff? 
• How does it work? 
• What’s next? 
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What is it? 
• Web-based application for engineers to use to write PERs 
• Interactive system steps engineers through the PER 

development process 
• Secure portal protects engineer’s work 
• Generates PERs that can be uploaded to RD Apply 
• Latest innovation in the application process 
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Benefits of the ePER 
• SECURE: Only the consulting engineers or their designees can access 

the reports 
• INTERACTIVE: ePER prompts users for information, minimizing the 

time and effort involved in completing reports 
• FLEXIBLE: Reports are generated in PDF and XML for easy 

submission to USDA and other Federal/state funding agencies 
• COMPATIBLE: The ePER system is compatible with the RD Apply 

online application system 
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Built In Features 
• Follows PER outline of RUS Bulletin 1780-2 
• Service area mapping tool 
• Population projection 
• Life cycle cost analysis 
• Automatic completion of costs once alternative 

is selected 
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How will it affect USDA staff? 
• Save time on repeated inquiries over PERs 
• All RD staff are part of the Outreach effort  
• There will be a help line 
• PDFs and XML data upload to RD Apply 
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How does it work? 
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How to Access 
• Go to ePER informational page (Coming Soon - 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/services/water-
environmental-engineers ) 

• Create eAuth Level 2 Account (https://www.eauth.usda.gov)  
• Login into ePER Application (Coming Soon – 

https://eper.usda.gov)  
• See presentation on eAuth for detailed instructions 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/services/water-environmental-engineers
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/services/water-environmental-engineers
https://www.eauth.usda.gov/
https://eper.usda.gov/


Below is the “Home” page for ePER.  The Engineer will see all the PERs that have been created.  They can use the 
Search Filter to Search by Report Number, Client, Lead Engineer, Firm Name, Date Initiated, and Date Completed. 
There is also a Copy feature that allows the Engineer to copy their PER to a new Report. 
 



To Create a New Report, click on the Add New PER button. 



A Report Questionnaire will appear. Answers to this Questionnaire affect 
what is needed to complete a Report. 



After finishing the Report Questionnaire, you can click on the Interview Tab to see, and 
change any answers as needed. 



The Engineer, Engineering Firm, and Client Tabs collect all the 
necessary contact information for the PER. 



To allow other Engineers to access your PER simply enter their 
email after they have registered with eAuth. 



• The Project Type/System Component Tab allows you to select the Project Type you wish to 
work on, and allows you to create as many System Components as necessary.   

• A System Component is a part of the project that will need analysis, such as a treatment plant 
or a distribution system. 



The Project Type/System Component Tab allows you to select the Project Type you wish to 
work on, and allows you to create as many System Components as necessary. 



• The Project Planning Tab consist of the following Sub-Tabs: Executive Summary, Location, Environmental 
Resources Present, Population Trends, and Community Engagement. 

• The ePER as seen in the Executive Summary, and all subsequent Tabs and Subtabs allows for Paragraphs to be 
entered, and organized. The PER also allows for Images/Word/Excel files to be entered before, in-between, and 
after each paragraph. 



Every page has a Preview option to verify the Output is as expected. 



The Location subtab has the Service Area information where Engineers can 
Draw/Upload/Edit their Existing and Proposed Service Areas. 
Here is an example of an Existing Service Area with multiple Proposed Areas. 



The Census Data will generate Population Trends utilizing 1990-2010 data to 
display Annual Growth and extrapolate 2020-2050 Populations. 



The System has a Robust design for Alternative entries. Alternative consists of Lists of 
Alternatives, Description, Design Criteria, Map, Environmental Impacts, Land Requirements, 
Potential Construction Programs, Water and Energy Efficiency, Green Infrastructure, 
Sustainability, Annual O&M, Project Costs.  



After Alternatives are entered, feasible alternatives are scored 
via Net Present Value, and Non Monetary Factors. 



After all Alternatives have been scored, the Engineer then can 
select the Alternative they propose to move forward with. 



Conveniently planned screens for each Proposed Project 



All Required, Suggested, and Additional Attachments are 
easily uploaded. 



The Summary/Complete Tab is your one stop shop for your Report Status. From this page you are able to 
see what is still needed to complete your PER. This screen shows Green Checks for Completed Items, and 
Red X’s for incomplete items. It will also display any informational messages that inform you what is still 
required to complete your PER. 



The Summary/Complete Tab also contains the Preview for your entire PER. At anytime click the Preview 
button to see your PER. The PER contains a Table of Contents with Bookmarks to each Section of the PER, 
and Page Numbers 
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What’s Next? 
• Direct Integration with the RD Apply  

• Import PER information directly into the Application 
• Service Areas and Annual Operating Budget information 

seamlessly transition to the Application. 
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Ten Things to Love about ePER (first five) 
1. Secure – protects engineer’s data 
2. Service Area Mapping tool 
3. Population Projection tool 
4. Life Cycle Cost Analysis tool 
5. Engineers choose which alternative to 

recommend 
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Ten Things to Love about ePER (five more)  
6. Enables upload of figures, tables, exhibits, and 

equations 
7. Costs carry through the system 
8. Generates reports and data 
9. Enables engineer to send files to leveraging agencies 
10.Compatible with RD Apply 
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Where do I access RD Apply? 
https://rdapply.usda.gov 



Step 1: Navigate to RD Apply 



Step 2: Select “Register for Level 2 Account” 



Step 3: Complete All Required Information 

Complete your 
information and submit.  
You will receive an email 
telling you that you have 
received your 
eAuthentication Level 1. 



Step 4: Click “Activate My Account” 

Activate your account.  

Once you have enabled 
the Account via Email, 
they can ignore #4 and 
go log into RD Apply. 

This will give them the 
opportunity to verify 
their identity online 
instead of presenting it 
physically at an LRA 
office. 



,  
Online Identity Proofing or Local Office Registration Options.    
• Two options for obtaining a Level 2 E-auth ID. 
• Below is screen shot of online option. 



Authorized Representative Request 

The first time you login to start your 
application, you will need to select 
the Authorized Representative 
Request to identify your role in the 
application process. 
 
When completing the authorized 
representative request, the 
requestor provides information 
about the applicant.   
 
This is followed by information 
about the individuals that will have a 
role in the application process. 



What “Security Roles” are available? 

• Administrator: Allows the user to grant representative roles to other users assigned to the same 
Tax ID and allows the user to enter / update an application.  
• Representative-Signature-Certify: Allows the user to enter / update an application and submit 
applications to the USDA. Allows the user to grant representative roles to other users assigned to 
the same Tax ID. Also allows the user to provide signatures and authorize certifications for the 
application. Users can only receive this role by submitting an Authorized Representative Request, 
and having RUS Staff assign them the role.  
• Representative-Update Data: Allows the user to enter / update an application.  
• Engineering Consultant: Allows the user to enter / update engineering sections of the application 
only.  
• Construction Consultant: Allows the user to enter / update construction sections of the 
application only.  
• Financial Consultant: Allows the user to enter / update financial sections of the application only.  
• Legal Consultant: Ability to view the entire application, and only upload and delete attachments.  
• Viewer: Allows the user to view the application with no update access.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Roles that are available.  Note that consultant roles are limited to the area of their expertise.  If you are an engineer that needs to be able to help your applicant in more areas than just engineering, it would be prudent for you to have a Representative-Update-Data role or Administrator role.  The applicant still has the legal responsibility for the information submitted as they are the ones that can sign and submit the final application.




Add Application 

• The applicant will login to 

RD apply and will now be 

able to add an application. 

(ARR roles Administrator, 

Rep-Sign-Cert, and Rep-

Update-Data). 



Landing Page Features 



42 

Application – Interview Tab 

Tabs for easy navigation. The application starts 
with an interview.  The 
interview questions will 

allow the system to 
create the screens 
needed for each 

specific application. 



Helpful Messages 
 
     

 Blue – Informational  
Yellow – Warnings        
Red – Errors/Missing Information 



Application – Customer Tab 



Application – Facilities Tab 



Application – Facilities Tab 



Application – Volume/Flow 



Application – Project Cost 



Application – Service Area 



Application - Documents 



Application - Documents 



Application – Financial – Balance Sheet: Assets 



Application – Financial – Balance Sheet: Liabilities 



Application - Financial 



Application - Financial 



Application - Financial 



Application Submission/Review 

Green check – all required information for a 
certain section has been completed 

Red X – still needs additional information 
Messages show what is required 

 

Summary/Submit Tab – 
One of the most useful 

screens in RD Apply  
 

• Access at any time to see 
progress 

• Submit application when 
all sections have a green 
check 



Application Submission/Review 

Once the Applicant 
receives all green 
check marks, the 
Submit button will 
be enabled.  After 
submission the 
Applicant will be 
sent a Confirmation 
Number. 



Application Submission/Review 

RD Employee Review: 
 
• Employees with appropriate 

role will be able to accept or 
return application.   

• Employees will enter reason 
for return in email notification 
sent to customer.  

• When application is accepted, 
RD Employee with appropriate 
role will push the application 
to underwriting.   



Questions? 



Craig McGowan 
Southern District Director 

Community Programs 
Rural Development 

craig.mcgowan@in.usda.gov 
Office: 812-482-1171 x 120 

www.rd.usda.gov 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

Vince Sommers 
VP of Business Development 

Commonwealth Engineers 
vsommers@contactcei.com 

Office: 317.888.1177 
http://commonwealthengineers.com  

mailto:Titilayo.ogunyale@wdc.usda.gov
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/
mailto:Titilayo.ogunyale@wdc.usda.gov
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