
Requiring permits for load control receiver maintenance would add complexity and millions in 
cost to electric cooperatives and their member-owners with no benefit to providing reliable, 
safe, and affordable electric service.

 X Load control receivers are critical to grid reliability  
As consumers are reducing their personal carbon 
footprint by making the switch to things like electric 
vehicles, demand management programs become 
more critical to grid reliability and the integration 
of renewables. 

 X Requiring permits would increase costs to rural 
electric co-op members  
Beginning in 2019, the Department of Labor and 
Industry (DOLI) began requiring electric co-ops 
pull permits and associated fees and be subject to 
inspection each time they replace a load control 
receiver. This new requirement will cost electric co-
ops throughout Minnesota more than $10 million. 
Rural electric cooperatives would carry the burden 
of permit costs, in turn causing members to absorb 
the cost.  
 
Additionally, if load control receivers cause money-
saving load management programs to become 
uneconomic, electric rates would rise for co-op 
members.

 X No additional safety benefit 
According to Federated Insurance, there’s never 
been a claim for recovery related to load control 
receivers. Load control receiver part replacement 
is simple maintenance that does not pose a 
safety hazard.

Electrical energy is a form of 
energy that cannot effectively 
or consistently be stored for a 
later time. 

It must be generated, distributed and consumed 
immediately. When the load on the system 
approaches the maximum generating capacity, 
utilities must either find additional supplies, of 
energy, which increases cost for the consumer 
and the utility, or find ways to curtail load. 

Load control receivers allow the distribution 
cooperative to manage electric use during 
periods of high demand.

Who is MREA? 
The Minnesota Rural Electric Association (MREA) is the statewide organization representing the electric cooperatives 
in the state of Minnesota. We foster unity among and provide service to all of Minnesota’s 50 electric cooperatives. 
Our mission is serving our members through collaborative leadership and expertise.

Mike Bull - Director, Policy & Regulatory Affairs •  763-424-7237 • mike@mrea.org
Jenny Glumack - Manager of Legislative Affairs • 651-395-1731 •  jenny@mrea.orgV.3.7.22

The decision of the Minnesota Department of Labor to 
require costly permits and inspections of load control 
receiver replacement would make electric load management 
uneconomic, undermining Minnesota’s energy and carbon 
reduction goals and increasing costs to members.  


