Call for Responses: Graduate Nursing Education Experiences and Policy Implications

You are invited to participate in shaping a short video that encourages nurses to respond to the petition proposing lower student loan limits for graduate nursing education. Your contribution will inform policymakers and the public about real experiences with graduate nursing education and loan use.

Eligibility:
· Current or former graduate nursing student who has completed or is pursuing a program such as MSN, DNP, PhD, NP, CRNA, CNM, CNS, or similar, and have used student loans.
· Current or retired nurse with experience relevant to graduate nursing education and/or student loan use.

Please respond in your own words on or before January 15, 2026. Responses may be provided in writing (email or document), or by recording an audio or video message. Questions in bold are mandatory; questions in regular text are optional. By submitting, you acknowledge and consent to the uses described in the Privacy, Consent, and Use of Responses section.

Privacy, Consent, and Use of Responses
Please initial to indicate how you would like your submission included in the video. Select the single option that best matches your preferenceI allow my full provided identity (name, image, voice, and professional role) to be in the video and any related materials.

	
	I allow my identity to be shown using my first name and professional role only (no last name, no direct identifying details beyond role).

	
	I allow the use of a fictitious name and any voice/identity modifications (no real identifying details).

	
	I allow de-identification only for audio, video, and text (no name or role shown).

	
	I grant permission for my face to be blurred or animated in the video while my audio is preserved (or vice versa).

	
	I allow use of my audio but exclude any video (audio-only submission) from public distribution.



By submitting an entry, you acknowledge that responses (and any audio/video you provide) may be edited for length and clarity and used to create a short video to be shared on social media and related platforms. The video aims to inform and encourage nurses to engage with advocacy efforts, including signing a petition regarding proposed student loan changes. Your submission will be destroyed and/or deleted and will not be reused once the final version of the video has been published. You will have the opportunity to review the final video for approval prior to publication.



Participation is entirely voluntary. You may choose not to answer any optional question and may withdraw your consent by contacting us in writing. Reasonable efforts will be made to stop further use, recognizing that complete removal from materials already publicly distributed may not be possible. 

Thank you very much for your contribution! We are looking forward to your submission.



	By signing, I understand and confirm that I am voluntarily participating in this project. I consent to the use of my responses (and any audio/video I provide) under the terms described above. I confirm that I have received, read, and understood the Privacy, Consent, and Use of Responses information and that all provided information is accurate to the best of my knowledge.


	
Signature:

	
Printed Name:                                                                                  Date:





Questions:
1. What graduate program did you complete or are you currently in (MSN, DNP, PhD, NP, CRNA, CNM, CNS, other)?
2. What motivated you to pursue graduate‑level nursing training instead of stopping at your initial license?
3. How did student loans make it possible for you to start, continue, or complete your graduate degree?
4. Because of your graduate education, what can you do for patients or communities now that you could not do before?
5. Can you share one specific story where your advanced training clearly changed a patient’s outcome, a family’s experience, or a community’s access to care?
6. In what ways has your graduate education allowed you to serve rural, low‑income, or otherwise underserved communities?
7. How has your graduate degree positioned you to lead teams, improve quality or safety, or advance health equity?
8. Do you teach, precept, or mentor nursing students or new nurses, and how did your graduate education prepare you for that role?
9. What would your school, hospital, clinic, or community lose if nurses like you could not afford to pursue graduate education?
10. If the proposed graduate loan caps and the removal of higher “professional” loan limits for nursing had existed when you trained, how would your path have been different?
11. Would you have been able to enroll in or finish your current program under a $20,500 per‑year and $100,000 lifetime federal loan cap, and what would you have had to give up or risk financially to do it?
12. How do you think these new limits might affect the following: 
a. Future APRNs and graduate‑level nurses
b. The pipeline of nurse faculty and clinical instructors
c. Access to primary care, anesthesia, maternity, and mental health services in your community
d. Others
13. What do you want policymakers to understand about the real cost of becoming a graduate‑prepared nurse compared with the proposed borrowing limits?
14. What would you say to a nurse who is now afraid to pursue an advanced degree because of these changes?
15. If you could ask for one change to federal student loan policy for graduate‑level nursing, what would it be and why?

