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Objectives

● Quiz
● Changes in PCWG3 compared to PCWG2
● Role of imaging 
● Review reporting guidelines for

○ baseline assessment 
○ progression

● Quiz answers
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Quiz question #1

PCWG3 is a clinical trial guideline for which patient population?

A. Patients with initial diagnosis of prostate cancer
B. Patients with biochemical recurrence of prostate cancer 
C. Patients with castration-resistant prostate cancer

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  
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Quiz question #2

For baseline and progression assessment of CRPC, which of the 
following statement is true about PCWG3?

A. Lymph nodes >2 cm are measurable
B. Visceral metastasis are either present or absent
C. Tc99m-MDP is used as standard bone scan

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  
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Quiz question #3

For imaging interval, which of the following statement is true about 
PCWG3?

A. Image q12 wks x 2 years, then q24 wks
B. Image q8 wks x 2 years, then q12 wks
C. Image q4 wks x 2 years, then q8 wks

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  
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Quiz question #4

How is new bone metastasis defined compared to baseline?

A. New at least one focal intense uptake on bone scan 
B. New at least two focal intense uptake on bone scan 
C. Two new uptake over two scans for total of four new sites

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  
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Prostate Cancer Working Group 3 (PCWG3)
● Castration-resistant prostate cancer (CRPC) 

○ Defined as progression despite androgen depletion therapy
○ Present as either a continuous rise in serum 

prostate-specific antigen (PSA) levels, the progression of 
pre-existing disease, and/or the appearance of new 
metastases.

● PCWG provides a guideline for clinical trial for pts with CRPC
● Started in 2008 when taxels only Rx available; emerging drugs 

being tested for CRPC led to PCWG2 → 3
J Clin Oncol. 2016 Apr 20;34(12):1402-18. 
Can Urol Assoc J. 2010 Dec; 4(6): 380–384.

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  
  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2997826/#
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Prostate Cancer Working Group 3 (PCWG3)
● PCWG3 - how it’s different from PCWG2

○ Distinguish adenoCA from non-adenoCA
○ Considers sequence and number of prior treatments
○ Encourage disease subtypes
○ Defines endpoints for transition non-metastatic→ metastatic

J Clin Oncol. 2016 Apr 20;34(12):1402-18. 

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  
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PCWG3 Imaging Measures

J Clin Oncol. 2016 Apr 20;34(12):1402-18. 

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  
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Baseline assessment: PCWG2 vs. PCWG3

● Baseline: PCWG3 adopts RECIST 1.1 guidelines. Lymph nodes short axis ≥ 1.5 cm 
are measurable. 1.0- <1.5 cm as pathologic and <1.0 cm non-pathologic

● Also specifies if LN are pelvic only or extrapelvic because of differences in prognosis
J Clin Oncol. 2016 Apr 20;34(12):1402-18. 

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  
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Baseline assessment: PCWG2 vs. PCWG3

● Baseline: PCWG3 specifies the sites of visceral disease (lung, liver, 
adrenal, CNS) separately

J Clin Oncol. 2016 Apr 20;34(12):1402-18. 

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  
  



netan@llu.edu

Progression assessment: PCWG2 vs. PCWG3

● Lymph nodes: PCWG3 endorses RECIST 1.1 guidelines
● For nodal metastasis, clarify if local regional (pelvic only) or extrapelvic 

(RP, mediastinal, etc) because this has prognostic implications. 
J Clin Oncol. 2016 Apr 20;34(12):1402-18. 

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  
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Progression assessment: PCWG2 vs. PCWG3

● Progression in viscera, prostatic bed, bone and other sites are similar to 
PCWG2; in addition, PCWG3 clarifies sites of visceral metastasis

J Clin Oncol. 2016 Apr 20;34(12):1402-18. 

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  
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Imaging interval

● PCWG3: Imaging interval decreased to 8-9 wks (instead of q12 
wks) x 2 yrs; then q12 wks

J Clin Oncol. 2016 Apr 20;34(12):1402-18. 

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  
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Bone assessment

● First tx bone scan used as baseline 
● Use of the 2+2 rule to distinguish flare from true progression (2 new lesions seen over 2 scans = 

4 total new lesions) J Clin Oncol. 2016 Apr 20;34(12):1402-18. 

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  
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Bone imaging

● Same patient with three different bone scan. Neither the target of the tracer nor the clarity of 
the image necessarily implies a superior biomarker, and each modality must be validated 
analytically and clinically. 

● PCWG3 retains the use of Tc-99 MDP as the standard of imaging. 
● Also encourages the use of the same bone scan imaging during follow up.

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  
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Quiz question #1

PCWG3 is a clinical trial guideline for which patient population?

A. Patients with initial diagnosis of prostate cancer
B. Patients with biochemical recurrence of prostate cancer 
C. Patients with castration-resistant prostate cancer

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  
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Quiz question #2

For baseline and progression assessment of CRPC, which of the 
following statement is true about PCWG3?

A. Lymph nodes >2 cm are measurable
B. Visceral metastasis are either present or absent
C. Tc99m-MDP is used as standard bone scan

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  

Visceral mets sites must be specified

≥1.5 cm
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Quiz question #3

For imaging interval, which of the following statement is true about 
PCWG3?

A. Image q12 wks x 2 years, then q24 wks
B. Image q8 wks x 2 years, then q12 wks
C. Image q4 wks x 2 years, then q8 wks

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  
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Quiz question #4

How is new bone metastasis defined compared to baseline?

A. New at least one focal intense uptake on bone scan 
B. New at least two focal intense uptake on bone scan 
C. Two new uptake over two scans for total of four new sites

Quiz        Intro          PCWG3          Baseline            Progression           Bone          Quiz  


