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Objectives & Methodology



Research Objectives

The American Council of Engineering Companies of New York (ACEC New York) commissioned 

Honan Strategy Group to conduct a quantitative poll among likely Democratic primary voters.

The objectives of the survey were to:

1) Understand where the race for NYC Comptroller stands today, 

2) Measure voters’ knowledge of Ranked Choice Voting, and 

3) Determine the general attitudes and opinions about the state of NYC’s infrastructure. 
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Methodology

Honan Strategy Group conducted a telephone survey among 520 likely Democratic NYC 

primary voters.

Interviewing occurred between April 16 and April 21, 2021. 

Respondents were screened to be: 

• Age 18+

• Registered to vote as Democrat

• Likely to vote in the June 2021 primary election

Interviews were conducted via both landline and cell phones and were dialed from a list of likely 

voters who participated in at least 2 Democratic primary elections.

The overall margin of sampling error is = +/- 4.29% and greater among subgroups.

Please note that due to rounding some answers may not add to exactly 100%.
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Executive Summary



Executive Summary

• Voters are largely undecided about who they will vote for in the race for Comptroller.

•Corey Johnson leads the race with 19% of the first choice vote.

•Brad Lander, Michelle Caruso-Cabrera and Brian Benjamin are in a statistical tie for 

second place when it comes to first choice votes, each capturing between 8% and 10%.

•However, almost half of voters (47%) are still undecided in terms of who they will vote for.

• Voters are even more undecided when it comes to second choice votes.

•More than two-thirds of voters (67%) have no second choice as of yet.

•Among those who do, Corey Johnson leads with 16%, followed by Brad Lander with 10% 

of second choice votes.

•The other candidates are in the low single digits or 0%.

• There is confusion about the new voting system of Ranked Choice Voting.

• While voters say they know at least something about it, when we probed to understand 

their level of knowledge, we found that confusion abounds.
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Executive Summary

• Only one-third of voters correctly answered that voters can cast ballots for up to 5 

candidates for each office.

• Nearly one-quarter said they did not know how Ranked Choice Voting works.

• The remainder answered incorrectly about how Ranked Choice Voting works

• 10% saying you vote for only one candidate for each office

• 18% saying you vote for up to two candidates

• And another 17% believing there is a runoff of the top two vote getters.

• The majority of voters are concerned about the future of New York City.

• More than eight in ten voters are at least somewhat concerned, with nearly half saying 

they are very concerned.

• Specific areas of concern include the city’s vulnerabilities to significant weather events, 

like Superstorm Sandy, with 49% saying the city is very vulnerable and 28% saying the 

city is somewhat vulnerable.

• There is slightly less concern about the possibility of blackouts or brownouts this 

summer, with only 18% very concerned and 46% somewhat concerned.

8



Executive Summary

• While voters would like their elected officials to prioritize infrastructure, they don’t feel 

that the 2021 elections feature enough discussion about infrastructure.

• Voters largely agree that it is important to elect candidates who will make investing in the 

city’s infrastructure a top priority.

• However, they have mixed reactions about whether the candidates running for office are 

talking enough about the issue of infrastructure and how to improve it.

• When asked to rate the city’s infrastructure today compared with 5 years ago, about two 

in five say it is about the same, while more than one-third say it is worse.

• And voters are divided about the role that infrastructure has on their overall opinion of 

the city.

• Voters give the city poor marks for maintaining its infrastructure, with slightly more 

favorable ratings given for their specific neighborhood versus the city overall.

• When asked to grade NYC’s infrastructure, 31% gave it a D or F, and another 34% gave 

it a C.  Only 29% of those polled gave it an A or B grade.

• Voters are slightly more favorable in the grade they give the city on maintaining 

infrastructure in their neighborhood; though still only 36% gave it an A or B grade.
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Executive Summary

• Voters favor improving the existing infrastructure over building new infrastructure and 

think both are important to do even if it means raising taxes.

• Nearly two-thirds of voters believe it is more important to fix existing infrastructure versus 

build new infrastructure.

• By a margin of two to one, voters think we should invest more in maintaining existing 

infrastructure and building new infrastructure even if it means raising taxes (57% said 

yes, while 27% said no).

• City government prioritizing updates to the city’s infrastructure is important for a 

variety of reasons.

• 77% cite the need for the city to be more energy efficient and reduce its carbon footprint

• 71% say the city’s transportation infrastructure should be reimagined so people are less 

dependent on cars and have better mass transit options

• 69% cite the need to better withstand the impacts of climate change and a rising sea 

level.
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Key Findings



The Race for Comptroller



19%

10% 9% 8%

4%
2%

47%

Johnson Lander Caruso-Cabrera Benjamin Parker Weprin Don't Know

First Choice on Comptroller Race

• Corey Johnson leads the first choice vote for the Comptroller race with 19%, followed by 

Brad Lander, Michelle Caruso-Cabrera and Brian Benjamin, who are statistically tied for 

second place.  Notably, nearly half of voters are undecided about who they will vote for.

Question 5: If the Democratic Primary race for Comptroller of New York City were held today and the candidates were Brian Benjamin, Michelle 

Caruso-Cabrera, Zach Iscol, Corey Johnson, Brad Lander, Kevin Parker, and David Weprin, for whom would you vote? First Choice. 

13



16%
10%

3% 1% 1% 1%

67%

Johnson Lander Caruso-Cabrera Iscol Weprin Parker Don't Know

Second Choice on Comptroller Race

• Two-thirds of voters have no second choice in the race for Comptroller.  Among those who do, 

Corey Johnson leads second choice votes with 16%, followed by Brad Lander with 10%.  The 

other candidates are in the single digits.

Question 6: If the Democratic Primary race for Comptroller of New York City were held today and the candidates were Brian Benjamin, Michelle 

Caruso-Cabrera, Zach Iscol, Corey Johnson, Brad Lander, Kevin Parker, and David Weprin, for whom would you vote? Second Choice. 
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20%

9% 10%

0%

7%

1% 1%

51%

17%

12%
9%

17%

2% 2%
0%

41%

29%

6%

0% 0%
2%

4%
0%

59%

Johnson Lander Caruso-Cabrera Benjamin Parker Weprin Someone Else Don't Know

Absolutely certain to vote Very Likely to vote Possibly will vote

Comptroller Race by Likelihood to Vote

• Corey Johnson also leads when we look at those who are absolutely certain to vote, followed 

by Michelle Caruso-Cabrera and Brad Lander.  Corey Johnson gets an even higher share of 

the vote among those who will possibly vote, due likely to his stronger name recognition.  

Brian Benjamin does well among those who are not absolutely certain to vote.

Question 5: If the Democratic Primary race for Comptroller of New York City were held today and the candidates were Brian Benjamin, Michelle 

Caruso-Cabrera, Zach Iscol, Corey Johnson, Brad Lander, Kevin Parker, and David Weprin, for whom would you vote? First Choice. 
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17%

6%

11%
13%

6%
4%

0%

44%

25%

10% 9%
12%

3%
0%

2%

39%

16% 15%
12%

0%
2%

0% 0%

55%

Johnson Lander Caruso-Cabrera Benjamin Parker Weprin Someone Else Don't Know

White Black Hispanic

Comptroller Race by Race

•Corey Johnson does particularly well among Black voters.  White voters also seem to favor 

Corey Johnson on first choice votes, though to a somewhat lesser extent than Black voters.  

Notably, Latinos are the segment with a higher percentage of don’t knows.  

Question 5: If the Democratic Primary race for Comptroller of New York City were held today and the candidates were Brian Benjamin, Michelle 

Caruso-Cabrera, Zach Iscol, Corey Johnson, Brad Lander, Kevin Parker, and David Weprin, for whom would you vote? First Choice. 
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Ranked Choice Voting



25%

38%

23%

9%
6%

A Great Deal Some Only A Little Nothing At All Don't Know

Knowledge of Ranked Choice Voting

• Nearly two-thirds of voters say they know a great deal or some about Ranked Choice Voting.   

Question 7: How much do you know about Ranked Choice Voting? 

18

63%

32%



Current Understanding of How Ranked Choice Voting Works 

• However, only one-third of voters correctly answered that voters can cast ballots for up to 5 

candidates for each office.  Nearly one-quarter said they did not know how rank choice voting 

works and the rest gave an incorrect answer about how the process works.  This is even the 

case among those absolutely certain to vote.

Question 8: Which of the following is your best understanding of how Ranked Choice Voting works: 

19

10%

18%

33%

17%

23%

13%

19%

33%

17%
19%

You Vote For Only One
Candidate For Each Office

You Can Vote For Up To Two
Candidates For Each Office

You Can Vote For Up To Five
Candidates For Each Office

You Vote For Only One
Candidate Who You Support For
Each Office And Then There Is
A Runoff Election Two Weeks
Later If No Candidate Reaches

50% Of The Vote

Don't Know

Total Absolutely Certain to Vote



NYC Infrastructure



3%

26%

34%

14%
17%

7%

A B C D F Don't Know

Grade NYC is Doing on Maintaining Infrastructure Overall

• The majority of voters give the city a grade of C, D, or F in terms of the job the city is doing to 

maintain the streets, bridges, sewers and public buildings.  Only just under three in ten 

voters gave it an A or B grade.

Question 9: How would you grade the job that the City of New York is doing maintaining the streets, bridges, sewers and public buildings like 

schools and libraries of New York City? 
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18%

69%

13%

27%

70%

3%

32%

62%

6%

34%

57%

9%

32%

68%

0%

Total A-B Total C-F Don't Know

Bronx Brooklyn Manhattan Queens Staten Island

Grade NYC is Doing on Maintaining Infrastructure Overall by Borough

• Queens’ residents were less likely to give the city a C, D or F for the job the city is doing on 

maintaining its infrastructure than residents residing in the other boroughs.  Bronx residents 

were less likely to grade the city an A or B and slightly more likely to say don’t know. 

Question 9: How would you grade the job that the City of New York is doing maintaining the streets, bridges, sewers and public buildings like 

schools and libraries of New York City? 
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9%

27%

34%

10%

14%

7%

A B C D F Don't Know

Grade NYC is Doing on Maintaining Infrastructure in Neighborhood

• Voters are slightly more favorable in the grade they give the city on maintaining infrastructure 

in their specific neighborhood; though still only 9% give an A rating and only 27% give a B 

rating.

Question 10: How would you grade the job that the City of New York is doing maintaining the streets, bridges, sewers, and public buildings like 

schools and libraries in your neighborhood? 
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27%

63%

10%

35%

61%

4%

42%

53%

5%

35%

52%

12%

39%

57%

3%

Total A-B Total C-F Don't Know

Bronx Brooklyn Manhattan Queens Staten Island

Grade NYC is Doing on Maintaining Infrastructure in Neighborhood by 

Borough

• Manhattan residents are slightly more positive in the grade they give the city in maintaining 

infrastructure in their specific neighborhood, with just over four in ten giving a grade of A or B, 

while Bronx residents give the city the lowest grade. 

Question 10: How would you grade the job that the City of New York is doing maintaining the streets, bridges, sewers, and public buildings like 

schools and libraries in your neighborhood? 
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17%

35%

44%

4%

Better Worse About The Same Don't Know

Rating New York City’s Infrastructure Today vs. 5 Years Ago

• When asked to rate New York City’s infrastructure today compared with 5 years ago, more 

than four in ten say it is about the same, while only slightly under two in ten say it is better and 

more than one-third say it is worse.

Question 11: How do you rate New York City's infrastructure today compared with 5 years ago? 
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27%

54%

19%

Yes No Don't Know

Role of New York City’s Infrastructure in Keeping NYC from Prospering

• The majority of voters do not feel that the current state of the city’s infrastructure is keeping 

companies from investing or keeping people from wanting to live in New York City.

Question 12: Is the current state of New York City's infrastructure keeping companies from investing in New York City and keeping people from 

wanting to live here? 
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21%

57%

22%

33%

45%

22%

44%

38%

18%

28%

55%

16%

Yes No Don't Know

White Black Black Women Hispanic

Role of New York City’s Infrastructure in Keeping NYC from Prospering by 

Race

• Black women are more likely to say the city’s infrastructure is keeping companies from 

investing in the city and keeping people from wanting to live here.

Question 12: Is the current state of New York City's infrastructure keeping companies from investing in New York City and keeping people from 

wanting to live here? 
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Impact on Opinion of the City Based on Current State of Infrastructure

• Voters are evenly divided in terms of their view about what impact the city’s infrastructure has 

had on their overall opinion about the city; with an equal percentage saying it has improved 

their opinion of the city versus harmed it.  Approximately one-third are undecided.

Question 13: How does the current state of New York City's infrastructure impact your personal opinion of New York City? 

28

34% 33% 33%

Improves My Opinion Of New York City Harms My Opinion Of New York City Don't Know



Concern about NYC’s Future

• More than eight in ten voters are worried about NYC’s future, with 49% saying they are very 

concerned and 36% saying they are somewhat concerned. 

Question 4: How concerned are you about New York City's future? 
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36%

9%
6%

Very Concerned Somewhat Concerned Not Very Concerned Don't Know

85%



68%

27%

2% 1% 2%

Very Important Somewhat Important Not Very Important Not Important At All Don't Know

Importance of Electing Candidates in Favor of Making Infrastructure Top 

Priority

• Almost seven in ten voters believe it is very important that residents select elected officials 

who will make investing in our city’s infrastructure a top priority, while slightly more than one-

quarter say it is somewhat important.

Question 14: How important is it that the residents of New York City elect a Mayor, Comptroller, Borough Presidents, and City Council who will 

make investing in our city's infrastructure a top priority? 
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36% 36%

28%

Yes No Don't Know

Candidates and NYC’s Infrastructure

• Voters are evenly divided on whether the candidates running for mayor, comptroller, borough 

president and city council are talking enough about NYC’s infrastructure and how to improve it.

Question 15: Are the candidates running for Mayor, Comptroller, Borough President, and City Council talking enough about New York City's 

infrastructure and how to improve it? 
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22%

62%

17%

Building New Infrastructure Fixing Existing Infrastructure Don't Know

Build New or Fix Existing Infrastructure

• Nearly two-thirds of voters believe it is more important to fix existing infrastructure versus build 

new infrastructure.

Question 16: What is more important - spending to build new infrastructure, or spending to fix existing infrastructure? 
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59%

31%

10%

New York City Should Invest More
In Maintaining Existing

Infrastructure And Building New
Infrastructure

New York City Should Cut Taxes Don't Know

Attitudes Toward Building and Maintaining Infrastructure versus Cutting 

Taxes

• Approximately six in ten voters believe that New York City should invest more in maintaining 

existing infrastructure and building new infrastructure, while three in ten voters believe the 

city should cut taxes.

Question 23: Which of the following statements do you agree with more? 

33



57%

27%

17%

Yes No Don't Know

Building New and Maintaining Infrastructure Even if it Means Raising 

Taxes

• A similar percentage of nearly six in ten voters believe that New York City should invest more 

in maintaining existing infrastructure and building new infrastructure even if it means raising 

taxes, while only slightly over one-quarter disagree.

Question 24: Do you agree that New York City should invest more in maintaining existing infrastructure and building new infrastructure even if it 

means raising taxes? 
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44%
40%

16%

Better Quality Of Life Too Fast Don't Know

Attitudes Towards New Housing Developments

• Voters are divided when it comes to new housing developments with slightly more than four in ten 

saying new housing in underutilized parts of the city will create new opportunities and create a better 

quality of life, while an almost equal percentage say the current pace of development is happening too 

fast and is disrupting our neighborhoods.

Question 17: Which of the following statements do you agree with more: Some say the development of new housing in underutilized parts of New York 

City will create more opportunities for New Yorkers to live and work here and create a better quality of life for everyone. ...WHILE... Others say that the 

current pace of development is too fast and is disrupting our neighborhoods too much and the city should stay more like it already is. 
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49%

38%

7%
2% 4%

Very Vulnerable Somewhat
Vulnerable

Not Very
Vulnerable

Not Vulnerable At
All

Don't Know

Attitudes Toward Vulnerabilities of City to Significant Weather Event

• The majority of voters believe New York City is very or somewhat vulnerable to a significant 

weather event, like Superstorm Sandy.

Question 18: How vulnerable is New York City to a significant weather event, as an example, like Superstorm Sandy? 
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18%

46%

27%

5% 4%

Very Concerned Somewhat Concerned Not Very Concerned Not Concerned At All Don't Know

Concern about Blackouts/Brownouts in City 

• Nearly two-thirds of voters are at least somewhat concerned about the possibility of 

blackouts and brownouts this summer.

Question 19: Looking ahead to the summer, how worried are you about blackouts and brownouts taking place in New York City? 
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Importance of Updating NYC’s Infrastructure

Question 20-22: How important do you believe that each of the following priorities are for the New York City government?

38

• Energy efficiency to reduce our carbon footprint is seen as the top priority for updating the city’s 
infrastructure, followed by reimagining the transportation system so there is less dependency on 
cars.

77%
71% 69%

Updating New York City's infrastructure and
buildings so that they are more green and
energy efficient and we reduce our carbon

footprint.

Reimagining New York City's transportation
infrastructure so people are less dependent
on cars and vehicles and have better mass

transit options and places to walk.

Building and strengthening critical New York
City infrastructure, so that New York City can

better withstand the impacts of climate
change like hurricanes, flooding, and a rising

sea level.



77%

15%

3% 1%
4%

Very Important Somewhat Important Not Very Important Not Important At All Don't Know

Importance of Updating NYC’s Infrastructure to be Greener and Energy 

Efficient to Reduce Carbon Footprint

• More than three-quarters of voters believe it is very important for city government to update 

the city’s infrastructure and buildings, so they are greener and more energy efficient in order 

to reduce our carbon footprint. 

Question 21: How important do you believe that each of the following priorities are for the New York City government? Updating New York 

City's infrastructure and buildings so that they are more green and energy efficient and we reduce our carbon footprint. 
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71%

15%

4% 5% 6%

Very Important Somewhat Important Not Very Important Not Important At All Don't Know

Importance of Reimagining NYC’s Transportation Infrastructure

•Seven in ten voters also believe it is very important for city government to reimagine the city’s 

transportation infrastructure so there is less dependency on cars and better mass transit options 
and places to walk.

Question 22: How important do you believe that each of the following priorities are for the New York City government? Reimagining New York 

City's transportation infrastructure so people are less dependent on cars and vehicles and have better mass transit options and places to walk. 
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69%

17%

5%
0%

9%

Very Important Somewhat Important Not Very Important Not important at all Don't Know

Importance of Strengthening NYC’s Infrastructure to Better Withstand 

Impacts of Climate Change

• A nearly equal percentage of seven in ten voters say it is very important for city government 

to focus on building and strengthening the city’s infrastructure so it can better withstand the 

impacts of climate change.  Only 5% say it is not very important.

Question 20: How important do you believe that each of the following priorities are for the New York City government? Building and strengthening critical 

New York City infrastructure, so that New York City can better withstand the impacts of climate change like hurricanes, flooding, and a rising sea level. 
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