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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Those of us in the northern States
and Provinces are beginning to feel a
chill in the air, signaling a change
of
seasons.
Wi th
the
ensuing
changes, comes a time of reflection
and anticipation for next year. Will
we have a torrid dry spell such as we
had in f 88?
Will we see another
Repulican administration?
And will
Notre Dame beat Miami in another
classic football game?
As
I conclude my year as President
of this great organization, I -keep
looking back at the personalities and
accomplishments
that
we
have
collectivey attained.
Our emerging
professional discipline has gained
tremendous
momentun,
wi th
the
inaugural charter certifications and
an
ingrained mechanism to assure
continued professional competence in
this difficult field.
There is
renewed interest in the development
of ADED chapters, not only on the
state
level,
but
also
on
the
regional,
provincial,
and country
levels.
What started with a handful
of dedicated professionals in Detroit
is
now
truly
an
international
organization.
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When you are given the opportunity to
affect changes in an organization you
leave a lasting part of yourself with
that group.
I feel a sense of
privilege to have been able to lead
this group for this very short period
of time.
In my many conversations
with
our
nAW
President,
I
am
confident that the work we have

started will
future.

continue

on

into

the

There are countless issues that
Kathie and I have explored which
will see us on into the next decade
and beyond.
Our \wrk and influence
will shape the way that the world
views issues of transportation for
the disabled.
Our growth is limitless and the
fruits of our efforts will be seen
at the client/patient level as these
people
benefit
from
increased
independence
in
safe
accessible
transportation.
The
work
is
difficult and we often feel we are
all alone on this perilous journey.
As
we continue to
grow as an
organization we risk the possibility
of becoming too impersonal.
Make
yourself a contributing part of this
dynamic organization.
I wish you
all God speed in your individual
journeys as you develo~our efforts
in this field.
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The Newsletter is the official
publication of the Association

of Driver Educators for the
Disabled.

It is published and

distributed four times a year
to all ADED members.

SAFE DRIVING ABILITIES
OF HEAD INJURED
Questions about the safe driving
ability of head injured persons with
cognitive and perceptual impairments
are a serious concern for families
of many young adult head injury
survivors,
as
they
are
for
physicians,
professionals
who
evaluate their driving ability or
driving potential, and the head
injured themselves.
Driving is a
precious privilege in our society,
and one which is equated wi th
independence
and,
often,
employability.
Denying
or
restricting
that
privilege
to
protect the individual from further
injury to himself or others can be a
difficult
decision,
particularly
when the person has a strong desire
and believes he
is capable of
driving.
Persons with impairments related to
head injury perform less well as a
group
in driver evaluation and
training
than
do
persons
wi th
physical, intellectual and emotional
disabi l ities.
At
Rochester
Rehabili tation Center sixteen head
injured persons completed driving
evaluation and/or training programs
in 1985.
Ten,
or sixty-three
percent, were judged to be safe
drivers and received or retained
their licenses.
This latter group included persons
with
spinal
cord
injuries,
amputations, strokes, bordeline and
mild
retardation,
deafness,
low
vision,
degenerati ve neurological
disease and a variety of other
physical impairments.
Center
Rehabilitation
Rochester
provides safe driving evaluations,
evaluation and recommendations for
adaptive
driving
equipment
or
modified
vehicles,
and
adaptive
driver
training.
Safe
dri ver
evaluation includes visual
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perceptual
testing,
driving
simulation tests of steering and
braking
reaction
time,
and
a
closed-course driving exercise in a
parking lot. It may include an open
road test, the same one given by the
New York State Department of Motor
Vehicles, if the candidate is judged
to drive safely enough in the
parking
lot.
Physical
and
occupational
therapy consultation
provide
additional
physical
or
cognitive-perceptual
information
where needed.
The program was
organized eighteen years ago.
The
evaluator
is
both
a
certified
teacher
and
a
licensed driving
instructor
with
experience
in
evaluating and training physically
and cognitively disabled adults.
Training in all kinds of traffic and
on various road conditions may last
from five to twenty or more hours
depending
on
previous
driving
experience and the complexity of
adaptive equipment which may be
required.
Common reasons why head injured
persons
who
can compensate for
physical limitations may fail to
perform as safe dri versare poor
scanning
of
the
environment,
combined
with
restricted
visual
field, poor distance perception or
judgement,
memory
deficits,
distractability,
and poor social
judgement combined wi th loss of
emotional control.
The Center is
seeking funding to conduct a project
which would identify cognitive . and
perceptual deficits related to poor
driving
performance
and
provide
perceptual training in conjunction
vii th driving evaluation and training
for adults with head injury or
stroke.
A limited
amount
of
research
has
demonstrated
correlations between performance on
cogniti ve and perceptual tests and
driving performance.
Michael Sivak
at
the
University
of
Michigan
Highway Safety Research Institute
and his associates, for example,
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showed correlations between specific
test
performance
and
subjective
closed-course
and
road
test
evaluations by an experienced driver
educator.
A very small proportion of the head
injured population is seen for a
professional
driving
evaluation.
Physicians are required to report to
the Department of Motor Vehicles
loss of consciousness caused by head
injury and other trauma just as they
must report blindness and epilepsy.
This
results
in
revocation
of
driving privileges.
A physician
must subsequently submit Form MV80
to the Department in order for a
reco'lered person to be reissued a
driver's license.
The Rochester
Department of Motor Vehicles has
begun to
refer persons to the
Rehabilitation
Center
for
evaluation.
Other referrals come
from
physicians
who
ask
for
assistance before they complete the
MV80. Some physicians are unwilling
to
report;
others
may
not
be
knmdedgeable about the lavl.
A
disturbing
coincidence
has
heightened concern recently about a
phenomenon not uncommonly associated
wi th head injury -- driving while
intoxicated.
The
Center
also
sponsors a New York State Drinking
Driver Program.
Wi thin the last
nine months two head injured persons
have been court referred to the
program due to a DWI conviction.
Both are believed to have
been
drinking prior to the motor vehicle
accident which resulted in their
head injury.
(Often when accident
victims
are
in
coma,
no
documentation of blood alcohol is
made.)
Both persons retained their
licenses after the accident; neither
was
evaluated
for
safe dri ving
ability.
Staff at the Center worry
about the time they may help put
someone back on the road who should
not be there.

The mora~,
legal and educations
issues
whj.ch
surround
driving
ability and head injury are complex.
They deserve the attention of all
who are concerned about head injury.

Sharon S. Kern, K.S.W.,Director
Rehabilitation Services Division
Rochester Rehabilitation Center
Rochester, N.Y.
WITH THIS ENTRY, MS.KERN BECOMES
THE FIRST RECIPIENT OF OUR
PROSE FOR PROFIT AWARD.

SAFETY CONCERNS:
FORD VAN FIRES
DETROIT (AP)Organizations of
consumers and fire cheifs have asked
the federal government to act on
what they call an imminent fire
hazard in 210,000 Ford vans and
ambulances
caused
by
inadequate
repairs.
The Center for Auto Safety and the
International Association of Fire
Chiefs released statements saying
the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration has neglected the
problems.
They
sent
separate
letters Friday to Transportation
Secretary James Burnley.

NE WSLETTER SCHEDULE
Articles are due by the 15th
of the preceding month.

Winter Issue
Spring Issue
Summer Issue
Fall Issue

January
April
July
October
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NEW SAFETY STEERING
YJHEELINTRODUCED

JOB FIL

MILFORD, Mich. (
will be the first to benefit
from
a
innovation
by General
Motors Corp. a
wheel that
flattens itself ~b'~~"Y
torso in an accident.

Rochester

GM President
that GM is

will

said

Cavalier. The device
in later on other
with
more

The wheel is a hollow hub on six
metal tabs that
on impact,
the force
and
for head and
chest injuries.

Doran Precision Systems, Inc. ( the
simulation
) have available
two
new
films
to van drivers.
Each is
available for $550.00 and
for use with a simulation
unit can be viewed without one.

"Vans:

"Vans:

is Different!!
addresses the differences
between
an auto
and a van.
Changing
Environments"
demonstrates some of the
difficulties that various
road
conditions
can
for a van driver.

(607) 772-1610
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Rehabilitation Center is
full
tme
driver
to work with
their disabled patient
While
someone with a New
York State
certificate in
driver education they are
to
consider a well motivated person who
would be
to acquire the
necessary credentials.
range
is
upon
Send
resumes to:
Rochester Rehabilitation
Center
Frank
46 Mt.
Rochester, Pa. 14620

SA

UPDATE

The SAE
Devices Committee
held its
in Kentucky in
conjunction with the ADED Annual
Conference.
The process to
and
standards for
aids for drivers with disabilities
is a long and tedious process but
the Committee has been
toward that goal.
on the
However, we are
that our first official
is
The
reflects the current
status of work
done by the
individual Task Force which make up
the Committee:

Hand ControlsThe document "Recommended Practices
for
Automotive
Driver
Controls, Manual (J1903) is nearing
I t has been ballotted
and
by the Committee. The
document
will
now
as
a
whole

--

progress to the nex t step in the
process which is review by the Motor
Vehicle Council.

EVENTS CALENDAR
ADAPTIVE MOBILITY EDUCATIONAL

Wheelchair Restraints -

SEMINARS PRESENTS:

Rev i ewi ng and reworking of document
on testin g procedures .
Much work
remains before a test procedure
draft document is comp l eted.

"The.B~ilding Blocks for D~veloping
(50
a Drlvlng Program on a Solld
'. ~~
Foundation"
T/ ~-- . ~c~
January 13-14, 1989 Harley Hotel ~
in Orlando, Florida.
Speakers: Susan Pierce, OTR
Carol Blackburn,OTR
Deter Frensel, DE

Wheelchair Lifts 
Final review by the Task Force of a
document on Recommended Practices
for Wheelchair Lift Test Procedure
has taken place.
It is now being
prepared for review by the entire
committee.
An RFP will be drafted
to verify the test procedure.

. "The Prevention of Shotgun Prescriptions
and Unsafe Drivers: A Comprehensive
Van Eval uation Workshop"
E€ b ruary 3-4, 1989 Orlando, Florida
Speakers: Susan Pierce, OTR
Carol Blackburn, OTR

Wheelchair Accommodations 
Computer program for determining
wheelchair - car fit is complete. '
The
utilizati on
and
user
friend l iness study is also nearing
completion.
The
probl em
of
up-dat ing
program
for new auto
models remains to be solved.
Terminology 
interim up-dated copy of the
terminology
and
definitions
identified by the Task Force and
those terms generic t o the Committee
as a whole is being prepared for
distribution
to
all
Commi ttee
members.
An

- Workshop will include lecture and
hands-on
experience
for
each
participant
in
prescription
evaluation
and
writing and van
inspection.
rI,:".A../~.:A~ ., k , .,jc....-\......
I(J~

- Limited Registration

0\""_>"..i~

•
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For
cours e
objectives
and
registration information for either
seminar contact Susan or Carol at

(407) 649-6173.

Newletter Schedule

Powered Controls 

Articles are due by the 15th
of the precedinrr month.

New1y formed Task Force.
Parts of
powered system to be consider were
prioritized at this first official
meeting of tihs group with powered
controls for steering being their
f i rst concern.

Winter Issue
Sprint; Issue
Summer Issue
Fall Issue

January
April

July
October

Structural Modifications 
Also a new group that is just
beginning to lay the ground work for
future RFP'S

5

,

THE

C+N+Dr+N

CONNEGrrON

ICCART '88 (International Conference
of
the
Association
for
the
Advancement
of
Rehabilitation
Engineering) more commonly known as
RESNA was held in Montreal, Canada
June 25-30, 1988.
Every 4th year RESNA is hosted in
Canada and is now more international
in flavor.
Attendence figures for
this meeting reached 1 ,1000 with
participants from many European and
Pacific countried as well as North
America.
I attended a half day pre-conference
instructional course entitled "How to
Control Your Home, Your Work and Your
Career"byMetta Norgaard.
It was an
excellent course and I have been
following the
principals of goal
setting on a daily basis.
A topic
for a future ADED Conference?
The
first
scientific
session
on
Personal Transportation was chaired
by Lou Klein, Chairman of the Special
Interest
Group
on
Personal
Transportation.
Mike Shipp from
Louisiana
Tech. ,
presented
two
papers:
1.
2.

Directions for Adaptive Driving
Device Assessment
A Graphic Method for Personal Vehi
Vehicle Adaption

A
Multi-Function
Interface
for
Quadriplegic Drivers was presented by
Ed Snell from our Centre. This paper
described the prototype development
of
a
direct
selection
and/or
screening
secondary
control
interface.
These papers were printed
in the proceedings and are available
from Mike or me on request.
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In the second scientific session
devoted to personal transportation,
Lou Klein brought the audience up to
date on our SAE work on standard
d"evelopment for automati ve adaptive
devices.
This \'las followed by a
general discussion as part of our
SIG meeting.
The third scientific session was
intended to be for discussion of
ADED
Certification
of
Driver
Evaluations/Educators by Mike Shipp
and me but too few people were in
attendance
to
give
a
formal
presentation.
Instead we discussed
ways
to
increase
interest
in
personal transportation at RESNA
meetings realizing that ADED is the
primary
conference
for
persons
interested in this field.
Lou Klein has finished his term as
Chairman of SIG 2
on Personal
Transportation; Mike Shipp will be
responsible for the chairmanship in
1988-89, and I will take over for
'89-'90.
There were many exhibitors
two directly related to
Jive
Mobility
from
displayed Bruce Ahnafield's
controlled van and Modular
Systems their ExtendaSeat.

but only
driving.
Montreal
joystick
Mobility

This is a very exciting meeting for
rehabilitation professionals who are
interested in technology.
There is
usually
a
good
consumer
representation as well as speakers,
equipment demonstrations, conference
registrants,
organizers,
and
dancers'
Dance night is always highlight and
this year was no exception. Sharing
the floor this year were little
people,
a person in a stand-Up
wheelchair, and several in manual
wheelchairs.
And it's always great
fun to catch up with old friends and

Next year RESNA will be the last week
in June in New Orleans. Plan to be
there.
For fellow Canadians unable to get
funding to attend ADED conferences,
take heart.
A government subsidized
meeting , by invitation only, for
everyone already in the service
delivery
of
driver
evaluation/education
is
in
the
planning stages. I think I know who
you all are, but if you're unsure,
contact me.
Spring '89 is the
anticipated time of year. More when
more is known.
Marge Young, OT(L)
Hugh MacMillian Medical Center
Toronto, Canada

DIRECTORY OF OFFICERS
PRESIDENT
.Jurgen Babirad
Memorial Hospital
221 W. Wayne Street
South Bend, IN. 46601
PRESIDENT-ELECT
Kathy Regan
Vocational Rehabilitation
2076 Tamarach Drive
Kexington, Ky. 40504
SECRETARY
Pam Lathem
Texas Inst. Rehab and Research
1333 Moursand
Houston, Tx. 77030
TREASURER

Jerry Bouman
Mary Freebed Hospital
235 Wealthy Street, N. E.
Grand Rapids, MI. 49503
PAST PRESIDENT
Sue Pierce
Humana Hospital
818 S. Main Lane
Orlando, Florida 32801

" A LITTLE HEAVY-HANDED,
MR. FILLMOND? "

EDITOR
Carmella M. Strano
Moss Rehab Hospital
~92 Bustleton Avenue
Philadelphia, Pa. 19115

This issue of the ADED Newsletter is sponsored in part by:

[RICON]
Renowned for Reliability

A Mediquip Healthcare Company

The Ricon Corporation has been a leading manufacturer of mobility products since 1972.
11684 TUXFORD STREET, SUN VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 91352 • (818) 768-5890
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What are YOU doing?
I would like to know so it can be publicized in the newsletter.

This

is a good way of letting other ADED members know what is going on in the
organization.

It also provides information on where and what kind of

expertise is available wi thin ADED.

Just check the appropriate block/s, detach this page, fold and mail.

1.

Been promoted?

2.

Started a new program or expanded an old one?

3.

Been asked to speak or present a paper at a convention,
workshop or convention?

4.

Received funds for a research project?

Brief Explanation :

Look for your entry under "NOTEWORTHY" column

JiAME:

ORGANIZATION: ______________________________________________
TELEPHONE N:

SELF MAILER

