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Application of 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR AESTHETICS 

for admi~~ion to 
representation in the 

AllERICAN COUNCIL OF L8AF:!.'ED SOCIETIES 

[Letter from Mrs. Katharine E. Gilbert of Duke Uni versi ty, President of the 
Aesthetics Society, dated Nov. 17, 1947, to Dr. Krus~, Executive Director.J 

I am writing you on behalf of the American Society for Aesthetics to apply 
for membership in the American Council of Learned Societies. 

The American Society for Aesthetics was organized April 25, 1942, on tho 
occasion of the second American Congress for Aesthetics. The Jou.rnal of the 
Society for S8ptemb2r, 1945, contains a "Historical Note" describin'( the forma­
Hon of the Soci2ty and its development through 1945. (See Vol. IV, No. I, 
O:'E9 S 60-61 i n the filc of the ,Journal v;hich accolIIPanics this aDolication.) 
:'':',c [;(' ciety I s purnoso is the advCtnccment of philoso:ohicaJ. and scientific studies 
(;~-t;10'-,~'rtsanc rdatedfields. 'Lbo places and dates of the rerular annual 
- .• -, -, -". · ·_·-T -- ---m'3CT,lngs are: 

Cleveland Museum of Art •.•...•• Sopt8mb8r, 1944 
Hunter College .•. : ........ O' •••• Novumocr, 1945 
Chicago Institute of Art ••.••.. S8ptcmber, 1946 
"altimore Museum of Art ........ Scp tember, 1947 
Hq.:t:v'l-,d Uru,yersi ty ~lUIlIl>1) ••. Septe!1lber, 1948 
(J ~ ~c\JL! cr- ~. . d;~)J' ~N'''I J 14 4'1 

r ./1'I 1I ,wf,.(.!l 
vtl If ,v. (/ 

Wi thin the general Society there are seven regional groups with centers in () 1/ If 
the following citiesl Cambridge , If,ass.; New york City; Cl<3 veland, Ohio; Chicago, - 'lS' 
I1linoisi Piedmont, Calii.; Bnrkcley, Calif.i and Rio de Janeiro, Braz,il. The ," I 
12:~ent m",mbership i~8, and the number is steadily increas~!:,g;! __ ~L~st _of __ /" 
members, l}.P to date as(ilf ~'Kmbd, 19h1,l.s beihg iorwardecI to you. The quali·, 
fications for membership are stated in Article II of the Society's constitution, 
a cOvy of Which accomoanies this e.pplicatiol'). Tau will obs0rve that the mem-
bership il')cludes leaders in sover",J. learned H elds such as philosoohy:-psyci1oI-
ogy~suin qrts, mueic, dRnC?, theater,' etc-;"""'-- -- --
.- -r- . --, - ~ 

The official organ of the Society is thil quarterly Journal of Aesthetics 
ana Art Criticism,(3cli'ted by~·Dr. Thomas lViunro, Curator of Education, the Cleve­
land Museum of Art, and Professor of Art at Western' Reserve University. This 
organ Vias preceded by The Journal of Aesthetics, esta~lished in 1941 by Dr. Da­
gobert Runes, publisher of the PhilosoDhical Library in New York. The earlier 
Journal was published at irref,ular int~rvals until taken over by the American 
Society for Aesthetics in 1945. Since then, it has had an entirely new edito­
rial staff, and has been printed by tho Waverly Press in Baltimore. It as 
grovm steadily in size and scope of articles and correspondence. nsolici ted 
articles are now being received from a l a rge nurnb8r of writers in several coun­
trios. Th2 ex:istence of the Journal has encouraged rese2.rch and wri ting in 
aesthetics and related fields, through providing a medium for publications of a 
type ~nich did not previously exist. The existing philosophical psridocals 
';ere not able to publish articles Vii th much specific reference to the arts, "hU" 
pariodicals devoted to the particular arts usually avoided articles with much 
philosophical or theoratical emphasis. In the various numbers of the Journal 
you will find not only articles dEOaling with the principles, relations, and 
methods of study of the various arts, and interpretations of aesthotie cxperi- i 
enee, but also information concerning the officers and sponsors of the Society, / 
including the names of the Trustees and the :Sdi toria'l Council of the J ourn2.1. ..-

(~-££ Ct:t(tu:JJ -'\.t.-(~ l"" .... ~o...L'V-,Jf 10 ~J J,t--"') ~---
I------------------------------------______ ~ ____ ----~V 
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You ~~ll noto that there a r c a t present four~~ universities, colleges and 
schools of fine arts which have 8nroll~d th8mselv8s as "contrlb,;(inE institu­
tions" to th" work of the Journal (Se~L vII, No Jj.. S::.~~ 1947, l a st 
pc. g8. ) • j\9-1QMJ v 

As i t well knmm, the subject of aesthetics was active in pre-war Euro"9c, 
both as albranch of philosophy and as a related field in which representatives 
of various arts came together to discuss general issues of critical theory. In 
Ger many , a Society and Journal of Aesthetics have been active since 1906, under 
t.he leadership of the late Max Dessoir. ?he Seg; et~T ±ho1: ri RQHlliteF9d seYG'ral 
~M'ii1i!llltbeter. In spite of oxcellent books on the subject h' Santayana, Dewey, 
and others in the United States, the subj ect never r eceived the impetus of con­
certed scholarly action until 1942. Now it has, for the first time in the Unitcd 
Stat es, a orofcssional Society of national and even international scope, as w311 
ocs a periodical. Th" columns of the l att t·r are , of course, opcn to a ll quali ­
fied wri t ers , Whe ther memb8rs of the Society or not. The Journal is now r egu­
l arly r e ceived by most important univ:}rsity and othsr libraries in the United 
3'.ates, and a large numb er in Europe. Inde"d , it Las boen one of the aims of 
·Ghe Socie ty to r eestablish as soon as possible active and heloful r elations with 
lndividuals and grOUlJS in Eurooe that had been distin"uished in the fi el d of 
aesthetics before the ,Tar. ,c"In the S8pt ember, 1947, issue of the Journal there 
~ than e l even pages of "Interne-tiona l 1Tews ~nd CorresDondence", including 

lllc: t9ria l i'rom Max Dossoir, Eti enne Souri£.u, a nd Richard 1ftiller-Freienfels. Ar­
ti cle s by Benedetto Croce and Max Dessoir a r e scheduled for early publication. 
p_lthough the Societe francaise d'Esth~tique is again holding meetings, the 
American Socie ty recognizes a peculiar r 8soonsibility, bncause of its favored 
location, of c:l.rrying forv:ard a cultural -orogram that was former ly centered in 
'€uropG . 

-

The Associate '!:ditor of the Jourml, Dr. Helmet Hungerland, has undertaken 
not only t o suporvise the r eviewing of books, but to prepare a bi-annual "Selec­
tive Current Bibliography" (s ee-Vol. IV, No. II, December, 1945, Vol. IV, No. IV, 
June, 1946, Vol. V, No . III, March, 1947, and Vol. V, No. IV, June, 1947.) 
These bibliographies list books and articles in English as well as foreign lan­
guages and are, we believe , the only bibliogr a?hi es of their kind. An effort 
is made to list not only m~t~rt~l that h~s been published in the field of a es ­
thetics , but 'llso material that has bearing upon wo rk in aesthetics (using the 
term in the vQdest s ense), e , g ., th80ry of value, psycholor.r, a nthropology, etc . 
Othe r bibliogr aphies, which are being published anc; which contain a section on 
aesthetics or r 8fer to aesthetics, drso from the point of view of a specia l 
field, e . g ., in the case of the Modern Ia.nguage Association, from the point of 
viey: of li terature, etc. The usefulnoss of such matorial i s generally r ecog­
nized and the s crvice should be extendod in various ways. It is the hop e of 
the Socie ty ultimatel y to bridge the gap between William A. Har.nnond' s A Bibli­
ography of Aesthetics and Philosophy of the Fine Arts, which ·2nds VQ th 1932, and 
the Soci 3ty ' s, which bO!,:ins wi th 1945. Tho American Council of Learned Socie ­
tie s gave generous financial assistance for tho oublication of Professor Ham­
mond 's Bibliography. 

Tho American Society f or Aesthetics has brought togethE'r s everal previously 
scattered groups of persons, interested i n a philosoohical and scientific ap ­
proach to the arts from va r ious points of vi ew. Fbr examole, such organiza tions 
as the Am8rican Psychologica l Association, the College Art Association, and the 
Modern Language Associa tion have all he l d s ectional mee tings on aesthetics in 
pr e vious years, as part of their annual conventions. But these groups l acked 
the mutual contact Which is necessary for a broad approach to their problsms. 
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[A.pplication of Americ!ln Society for Aesthetics--3l 

Many of oU!' members nove maintain thc.i r membership vii th more specialized pro­
fessional groups, v!hilc we lcoming also the opportunity to me et with persons who 
approach aesthetics from a different point of view. 

I trust tha t the body of materia l now nut into yourln.nds is an adequate 
r ep r esentation of the So ci ety's r e l a tion to l earning. But I shall be glad to 
try to ansveer !lny further questions tha t arise i n connection wi. th t his appli­
eo. tion . 

I 
------. 
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