AICCU Policy and
Advocacy Priorities
2019-20 Legislative Session

The Association of Independent California
Colleges and Universities (AICCU) is the
organizational voice for over 80 independent,
nonprofit higher education institutions in
California. As recognized in the Master Plan
for Higher Education, the Independent
California College and University (ICCU)
sector plays an important role by providing
higher education choice and access to the
California’s diverse students. The ICCU sector
educates 189,000 undergraduate students
and 165,000 graduate students, helping the
state meet its demand for a highly educated,
highly skilled workforce.

AICCU advocates for policies that increase access and
bolster success for students; leverage the innovation and
efficiencies of independent institutions to maximize
education opportunities for Californians; utilize the capacity
of the sector to meet the workforce needs of the state in a
myriad of sectors; and ensure the ICCU sector has a “seat
at the table” during discussions about the future of higher
education. For the 2019-20 Legislative Session, AICCU and
member institutions will advocate for these policy priorities.

Cal Grant Funding Formula
The challenge An unstable, arbitrary Cal Grant award for students attending an

independent, nonprofit higher education institutions in California limits opportunities for
students to attend the institution that best fits their academic and career goals.
The maximum award amount—$9,084—has not increased since its highest level in
2000 and, due to inflation and cuts, the maximum award has lost over 46% of its
value since that time.
The maximum award amount is an arbitrarily set (non-defined) line-item in the state
budget, thus allowing the award to be susceptible to cuts.
The number of students eligible for a Cal Grant attending the independent sector
barely increased between 2012 and 2016 (4%) due to the stagnant growth and
unpredictable value of the award.

The solution A Cal Grant funding formula would bring transparency and stability to the

award amount for students, families and institutions, and provides greater opportunity for
California students seeking a higher education.

The funding formula would link our students’ Cal Grant award amount to the state subsidy
for a Cal Grant student at the California State University and University of California.
This formula provides a rational basis for the award amount, moves the amount out of
the budget and into statute, and would increase our students’ award as the award at
the CSU and UC increases. Low-income students, no matter where they attend, face
the same challenges and should be given the same opportunities and support.
If the formula were fully implemented today, the award would increase by 53% giving
low-income, underserved California students greater access to higher education at a
time when our State needs more college graduates.

State Authorization
Reciprocity Agreement
The challenge

California remains the only state in the nation that is not part of the State
Authorization Reciprocity Agreement (SARA).
The process for California institutions to sign individual agreements with other states
is inefficient and costly, diverting valuable resources from California students.
California students have no recourse for complaints if they take distance education
classes from an out-of-state institution.
In light of the easement and elimination of federal regulations around online
distance education and for-profit higher education continuing to loosen, California
needs a strong national framework to vet institutions interested in coming into the state.

The solution Bring California into SARA is integral to the state’s ability to maintain a
highly educated, highly skilled workforce.

Institutions are incentivized to invest in or expand their existing online education
platforms and offerings—for both California and out-of-state students.
Cost-savings are redirected to student services, and California students are placed
on the same playing field for access to clinical placements.
Stronger, more uniform student protections are put in place.

Higher Education
Coordinating Committee and
Longitudinal Data System
The challenge Previous legislative efforts to reconstitute a higher education coordinating

committee and to create a longitudinal data system (LDS) have not included the ICCU sector
voice in the development process or within the legislation itself.
The lack of a higher education coordinating committee or LDS has been noted by
policymakers—there is interest among legislators to address this.
A new governor may be more inclined to reconstitute the California Postsecondary
Education Commission and establish an LDS.

ICCU institutions provide important and critical higher education capacity. Our contributions
need to be included for the State to effectively address college attainment.

The solution AICCU will advocate to have a role in the negotiations of the development

of any higher education coordinating body and associated data collection process.

The role and purview of the higher education coordinating committee has to be
updated to reflect current needs of the state and shifts in higher education trends.
Having a seat at the table will allow AICCU to contribute to policy development,
ensure that the independent higher education voice is included, and the interest of
member institutions are protected.

Other Important
Legislative Topics
AICCU will continue to lead efforts to improve community college
transfer and strengthen pathways to the ICCU sector.
AICCU will continue to be the organizational voice for independent
higher education on legislation that impact member institutions’
day-to-day operations and the students they serve.
AICCU will work with the state, public higher education counterparts,
and coalition partners in the business and social equity communities
on workforce education.
AICCU will continue to be the leader on important policy topics such
as: student athletics, employment, teacher education, healthcare
workforce, faculty diversity, and transfer students.
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