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ARIZONA SECTION 
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF PROFESSIONAL GEOLOGISTS 
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President’s Notes – Dawn Garcia 

It was a pleasure to represent the Arizona Section at the recent AIPG 
annual meeting held in Burlington, Vermont. I attended the business 
meeting and reported on the health and activities of the Arizona 
Section, plus submitted a written report. In general, our section is 
healthy and active, although our attendance at section events is not 
high. Like most organizations, attendance is impacted by the large 
range of both professional and social opportunities available in our 
lives, and distractions of work, family, social media, streaming 
entertainment services…and more. There are some sections that 
hold monthly meetings with large attendance, but others that have 
become inactive. Arizona has been fortunate to continue to have 
multiple events every year.  

Many of the student members commented that they were eager to 
attend AIPG events for the networking opportunities and excited 
about possibilities of scholarships and student-focused activities. 
Long-time members remarked about how life-long friendships have 
been forged via AIPG and the good times at annual meetings and on 
field trips. Everyone attending raved about the beautiful surroundings 
and fantastic geology of Vermont!   

This meeting was especially important for me as incoming national 
Vice-President to meet the other board members and to learn about 
the short- and long-term goals of the organization on a national level. 
Our executive director, Aaron Johnson, has a great story about his 
“ah ha” moment of discovering geology, and our headquarters staff is 
an efficient, well-oiled machine that deserves a lot of appreciation. 

Please check out the field trip details later in this newsletter and be 
sure to mark your calendar for Saturday, November 9th. In addition, 
please mark your calendar for Saturday, February 8th, 2020, for an 
excursion to the world-famous Tucson gem show. Our president-elect 
Jackie Stephens has set up a casual excursion and lunch that will be 
family friendly. The details are later in this newsletter. 

We have had to cancel a few events, unfortunately. The student career workshop planned for the 
Geological Society of America (GSA) meeting in September 2019 was cancelled due to low 
registration numbers. AIPG’s workshop conflicted with a free workshop offered by GSA. We have 
asked Aaron Johnson to speak directly with the GSA leadership regarding how we can collaborate 
(not compete!) for a future event. The technical session at the AIMMGM conference planned for 
October 2019 was also cancelled, because the AIMMGM organizing committee determined that 
there were too many technical talks approved for the conference. Our session was cancelled, but 
we have been asked to move our session to a conference to be held in October 2020 in 
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Hermosillo. All AIPG speakers have already agreed to be available for that event (happy silver 
lining!). 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

Bill Greenslade 
 

August 31, 2019 Bank Statement 

Checking Account  $4,434.37 

Savings Account    $9,999.29 

Total                      $14,493.66 

Notes on August 2019 bank statement: 

 Includes 2019 dues disbursement of $1,940.00 ($10 per AZ member). 
 Includes the $60 profit from the spring field trip held with NM Section. 
 Does NOT include Arizona Section President’s expenses of $1,673.50 for AIPG annual meeting attendance. 

 

Balance as of October 3, 2019: $12,659.90 

 

Call for Arizona Section Officer Nominations 
 

Please contact Dawn Garcia to volunteer to run as an officer for next year, or to nominate a 
candidate. If you are interested and need some more information, please contact any one of us on 
the executive board (see first page of newsletter). We would be happy to discuss this great 
opportunity and rewards of service on the AZ Section board. Nominations are needed ASAP. 
Voting will be in early November. 

 
Arizona AIPG Members Attend 2019 AIPG Annual Meeting in Burlington, Vermont 

 
The annual meeting included a one-day business meeting attended by Dawn Garcia (representing 
Arizona Section), Doug Bartlett (national past-president [2018 AIPG President]) and Barbara 
Murphy (2012 AIPG President and chair of the Foundation of the AIPG). During this meeting, the 
officers and committees reported on their activities. There were also representatives of other 
geology organizations present to discuss their activities, especially those that have a close 

relationship with the health of the 
profession, such as the American 
Geosciences Institute (AGI), European 
Federation of Geologists (EFG), 
Geoscientists Canada (GC) and Association 
of State Boards of Geology (ASBOG). Stay 
tuned to The Professional Geologist 
publication to learn more about various 
initiatives and information on next year’s 
meeting to be held in Sacramento. 

Doug Bartlett was acknowledged for his 
service on the national executive board. He 
was AIPG national past-president this year. 

AIPG National Executive Board 2019-2020 
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Dawn Garcia was 
acknowledged as incoming vice 
president and will serve on the 
national executive committee in 
2020. The Arizona Section has 
had a member on the national 
board for several decades. 

The AIPG annual meeting had 
two days of technical talks, 

three field trips and plenty of social activities. 
Burlington is a very scenic area and meeting 
attendees enjoyed sight-seeing and gathering at 
several pubs and restaurants, and of course, 
having Ben and Jerry’s ice cream. The Vermont 
Geological Survey and the University of 
Vermont provided field trip leaders and the 
geology was fantastic. It was a great opportunity to 
see old friends, to meet with various vendors in the 
exhibit room, and to socialize with many geologists 
from across the US, Canada, and parts of Europe. 
One evening event was a geo-quiz with 10 teams of 
up to four people participating. It was lots of fun and 

quite competitive. It was a good test to see how much geology trivia and 
facts we could remember. Another evening was an awards event and 
dinner cruise on Lake Champlain.  

 
 
 

Arizona Hydrological Society Honors Bill Greenslade 
 

William “Bill” Greenslade of Matrix New World Engineering, was 
recently recognized by the Arizona Hydrological Society (AHS) 
with its Lifetime Achievement Award. The award honors 
individuals who have contributed to AHS or to the science of 
hydrology within Arizona and/or who have received national 
recognition for their contributions in the field. The award was 
presented to Bill at the AHS symposium in Tucson on 
September 29th. Steve Noel and Doug Bartlett, who are AIPG 
AZ Section members and AHS members, made the 
presentation. 

Bill has more than 50 years of experience on hydrologic and 
environmental projects in Arizona and the Southwest. He 
received his BS (geological engineering) in 1965 and MS 
(hydrology) in 1967 from the University of Nevada’s MacKay 
School of Mines. He is a licensed Professional Engineer 

(Geological) in Arizona, a licensed Professional Geologist in Arizona and California, and an AIPG 
Certified Professional Geologist. Bill served on the Arizona Board of Technical Registration (BOTR) 
from 1999–2002 and was Vice-Chair from 2001–2002 and Chairman from 2002–2003. He 
currently serves on the Legislation and Rules Committee and on the BOTR’s Enforcement 

Bill Greenslade receiving AHS 
Lifetime Achievement Award 

Rock of Ages’ Smith 
Quarry (Barre granite) 

Doug Bartlett, Lori Bartlett, Dawn Garcia 
at the Champlain Thrust Fault (older 
limestone on top of younger schist) 

Appalachian Gap: 
Schist with foliation 
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Advisory Council. Bill is a long time member of AIPG, has served as Arizona Section President, 
and is the current Treasurer of the Arizona Section. 

Bill’s professional accomplishments include conducting in-depth studies of the relationship 
between groundwater pumping and baseflow in many Arizona stream/river systems, including the 
Little Colorado, Verde, Salt, River, Gila, Santa Cruz, and San Pedro Rivers, as well as tributary 
creeks. Recently, he developed a groundwater flow model for the Big Chino Valley to support an 
application for modifying the City of Prescott’s Designation of Assured Water Supply (DAWS), 
successfully defending the model in appeals court. He has also assisted several Native American 
tribes with water supply studies and water rights disputes. Among these cases are the Northern 
Arizona Indian Water Rights Settlement Agreement to resolve claims that the Navajo Nation and 
Hopi Tribe may have to the Little Colorado River and to surface water and groundwater in the LCR 
watershed. He has also provided testimony on ground/surface water interrelationships in central 
Arizona alluvial basins for the Gila River adjudication proceedings. 

Throughout his 28-year career with Dames and Moore, Bill served as both principal investigator 
and project manager. He directed and participated in more than 50 investigations at 18 nuclear 
power plant sites, which included evaluating the potential for contaminant transport, and 
participated in studies of environmental compliance, dewatering, stormwater diversion, and 
leachate collection systems for mines.  He joined Southwest Groundwater Consultants (now Matrix 
New World Engineering Southwest Groundwater) in 1997, where he serves as Principal 
Hydrogeologist. 

 
American Geosciences Institute Honors Barbara H. Murphy 

 
The American Geosciences Institute (AGI) has recognized Barbara H. Murphy, RG, CPG, Senior 
Geologist, Clear Creek Associates, as the 2019 recipient of the AGI Medal in Memory of Ian 
Campbell for Superlative Service to the Geosciences, which is AGI's highest award. 

Serving the geoscience community through her more than 40-year career, Ms. Murphy has been 
active in professional organization membership and service at local, national, and international 
levels, contributing as a board member on various commissions and leading committees for 
government and nonprofit groups. She has worked with the American Institute of Professional 
Geologists (AIPG), AGI, the Arizona Geological Survey, the Arizona Hydrological Society, 
Geoscientists Canada, European Federation of Geologists, and the International Union of 
Geological Scientists (IUGS) to advocate for the geoscience profession. She has supported state 
geological surveys and professional geologists, notably by offering written and verbal testimony 
when the profession was under threat of adversity. Ms. Murphy serves on the Arizona Geological 
Survey's State Mapping Advisory Committee, has been a member (by appointment of the 
governor) of the Arizona Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, as well as a familiar presence 
with AGI, serving on the Geopolicy Working Group and the Hazards Caucus Alliance to represent 
AIPG for several years. Barb is a key member of the IUGS Task Group on Global Geoscience 
Professionalism, working with international geological organizations in promoting educational and 
professional standards and public outreach for geosciences worldwide. She has served on 
numerous committees and has held elected offices with AIPG, including national president in 2012.  

Professionally Ms. Murphy has specialized in environmental geology and water resource 
evaluations in her work with the firm Clear Creek Associates in Arizona since November 1999. 
Earlier, at the Phoenix office of consulting firm of Dames & Moore (Bill Greenslade was head of the 
office when she started working for D&M) from 1977 to 1999, Barb provided environmental 
geology, soils, and water resources evaluations for environmental and geotechnical projects. 
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A licensed geologist in Arizona and an AIPG Certified Professional Geologist, Ms. Murphy earned 
her BA in Geology at Mount Holyoke College, and completed Field Geology coursework in 
Colorado with the University of Kansas. Her senior research project was based on summer 

fieldwork mapping completed as part 
of the National Science Foundation's 
Nain Anorthosite Project in Labrador, 
Canada at a remote location where 
she was told she was the fourth 
person in modern times to go. 

"I want to thank AGI for selecting me 
as the 2019 recipient of the AGI 
Medal in Memory of Ian Campbell for 
Superlative Service to the 
Geosciences," Ms. Murphy said. "I 
was shocked to receive the news of 
the award but also felt so honored. I 
really enjoy my continued volunteer 
efforts on part of AIPG, AGI, and 

other professional organizations on 
behalf of the geosciences. The 

service with other members of AGI and AIPG and other organizations has been very rewarding 
and a pleasure for many years. I appreciate the friendships and partnerships from these 
collaborations. Knowing that together we can make a difference for the geosciences profession 
and for current and future geologists provides satisfaction and a sense of accomplishment for our 
continuing efforts." 

The AGI Medal in Memory of Ian Campbell for Superlative Service to the Geosciences is AGI's 
highest award, given in recognition of singular performance in, and contributions to, the profession 
of geology. 

 

AIPG at the Geological Society of America Meeting in Phoenix 

The Geological Society of America (GSA) held its national annual meeting with nearly 6000 
attendees at the convention center in Phoenix in September 2019. It was an opportunity for AIPG 
members from Arizona and around the country to attend field trips, participate in workshops, 
technical talks, and networking functions. Arizona member Marvin Glotfelty was co-leader of a trip 
to the Grand Canyon. Local members also helped at the AIPG booth and about 200 students and 
several professionals signed up for AIPG membership. 

 

 

 

AIPG Arizona Section members Marvin Glotfelty, Doug Bartlett, 
Lori Bartlett, Taylor Murray, and Barbara Murphy 

National staff member Dorothy Combs, AIPG national past-
president Steve Testa, AZ Section president Dawn Garcia, 
and and AIPG national past young professional officer 
Brandy Barnes 
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AIPG Student Chapter at Northern Arizona University 
Richard Brose 

 

The 2019/2020 officers for the AIPG NAU Student Chapter are:  
President: Chad Kwiatkowski 
Vice President: Ronni Chavez 
Treasurer: Nick Chohan 
Secretary: Cecilly Combs 
Fort Valley Specialist: Natasha Voss 

 

We wish the students another successful year! 

 

 

 

 

 

Dawn Garcia and Barb Murphy help register students for a free 
student membership with AIPG 

Rebecca Miller shows 
her AIPG spirit while 
helping at the booth 

Steve Maslansky helps out at 
the booth with AIPG national 
advisory board member, 
Shanna Schmitt. 
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Upcoming Events – Mark Your Calendar!  

November 9, 2019 – Field Trip to See Earth Fissures 

Please mark your calendar to join the American 
Institute of Professional Geologists (AIPG) Arizona 
Section and the Arizona Geological Society (AGS) on a 
joint field trip to see EARTH FISSURES near Apache 
Junction and Chandler Heights, in Maricopa and Pinal 
Counties, Arizona. The trip, which will be held on 
Saturday, November 9, 2019, will start and end in the 
Phoenix area. The details of the field trip logistics are in 
a separate flyer.  

Our field trip leaders will be Mike Conway and Joe 
Cook, Arizona Geological Survey. We’ll examine some 

long-lived (decades-long) and recently reactivated fissures near Houston and Meridian Road, 
Apache Junction, and near the intersection of the Thompson and Hunt Highway adjacent to the 
Santan Mountains. The Houston Road fissure provides an opportunity to examine a recent 
mitigation project (spring - summer 2018) that failed in the face of its first monsoon storm in August 
2018.  

 

February 8, 2020 – AIPG Arizona Section Event at the Tucson Gem, 
Mineral, and Fossil Showcase 

Tucson becomes a playground for the world of international gem, mineral, fossils and meteorite 
aficionados annually during the Tucson Gem, Mineral & Fossil Showcase. The AIPG Arizona 
Section invites AIPG members, their families and friends to join us on Saturday, February 8, 2020 
for a stroll through a small sampling of the more than 40 different shows, followed by lunch. The 
cost of lunch is included in the registration fee for the event.  

Our event will be on Saturday, February 8, 2020. We will meet in the lobby of the Travelodge and 
then break into small groups that will be led by a local geologist through the show held at the 
Desert Inn. Then we will walk to the Kettle Restaurant, where we’ll have lunch. The distance 
between the Travelodge and the restaurant is 0.2 miles. We anticipate no more than 2 hours of 
strolling through the exhibits. The Desert Inn show is open to the public and free. 

We plan to have a private room at the restaurant so we may socialize and have a short 
presentation. After lunch, participants will be free to continue browsing the various shows, which 
include several others in the immediate area.  

Date:  Saturday, February 8, 2020 

Meeting Point:  10:30 am, Travelodge lobby 

  1000 S. Freeway, Tucson AZ  85745  

 (Please note that there is more than one Travelodge in Tucson. This location is 
between Congress Street and 22nd Street. The hotel is on the frontage road along 
the I-10 freeway). 

  520-622-8089 (Hotel phone number for lodging reservations at hotel) 

Lunch:  1 pm, Kettle Restaurant (adjacent to hotel) 

RSVP:  bmurphy@geo-logic.com or 480-659-7131 by January 24, 2020 
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Cost:  $10/person (payable by cash or check at the meeting point). Cost includes lunch. 

Parking is available near the tents that will be set up in the main parking lots at the Travelodge, the 
Desert Inn and the Kettle Restaurant and is anticipated to be $5. It may be easiest to park at the 
restaurant and walk to the meeting point at the Travelodge. If anyone is staying in the downtown 
area, there is a free shuttle service between shows. Information about the shuttle and the gem 
show is available at https://www.visittucson.


