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Re: Smoke-Free Ontario Act (SFOA) 2017
On behalf of the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa), in partnership with
the Council of Ontario Medical Officers of Health, Boards of Health, and Affiliate
organizations, I am writing today to seek reassurance that the Ontario Government
remains committed to addressing the health harms of tobacco, the number one cause of
death in Ontario, and related health risks.
On top of the tremendous health burden that tobacco and related products cause, the
economic harm is severe. In June of this year, the Canadian Centre on Substance Use and
Addiction estimated that tobacco costs the Canadian economy $12 billion each year. The
bulk of those costs are in lost productivity of employees who are home sick or in the
hospital when they should be at work.
We understand that there is an intention to modify the Smoke-Free Ontario Act, 2017
(SFOA), which was to replace the existing SFOA and the Electronic Cigarettes Act on July
1, 2018, specifically the new regulations related to vaping. We have concerns about this
possible decision, as we believe that harmonizing the rules about the consumption of
tobacco, e-cigarettes and combustible cannabis in public places is sound policy.
Legislated protections from exposure to cannabis smoke in enclosed spaces are
reasonable and based on the known health risks of inhaling smoke of any kind, and we
are supportive of placing similar restrictions on vaping while the possible negative health
impacts of exposure and long-term use are assessed. The new restrictions will reinforce
ongoing efforts to reduce the use of tobacco and its associated or analogous products.
We recognize this as an important opportunity to take a close look at how the addition of
non-tobacco-related provisions to the 2017 Smoke-Free Ontario legislation can improve
the health of the people of Ontario. We are, for example, on record with our
disappointment with the failure of the SFOA 2017 amendments to include water pipes
(also known as "hookah" or "shisha"), the negative health impacts of which are more
clearly demonstrated than those of vaping. Ontario’s ongoing permission of the use of
these water pipes in enclosed public places is already inconsistent with the aims of the
Smoke-Free Ontario Act, 2017, and this inconsistency is only magnified by placing stricter
limitations on vaping. Please find attached alPHa Resolution A13-5, which provides more
background on this issue.
Public health agencies and associations in Ontario have consistently been unanimous in
supporting the regulation of sale, promotion and use of both e-cigarette products and
cannabis. At the same time, alPHa members recognize that this is an evolving public
health issue and are keen to be involved in discussions about the most appropriate
regulatory interventions.
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The Smoke-Free Ontario Act, 2017 remains a worldwide standard for effective tobacco control, and we
welcome any opportunity to make it even stronger. We look forward to being fully consulted during
your government’s review of the new legislation. To schedule a meeting, please contact Loretta Ryan,
Executive Director, alPHa at 647-325-9594 or loretta@alphaweb.org
Sincerely,

Dr. Robert Kyle
alPHa President
COPY: Andrea Horwath, MPP, Hamilton Centre, Leader of the Opposition, Ontario
John Fraser, MPP, Ottawa South, Interim Liberal Leader, Ontario
Helen Angus, Deputy Minister, MOHLTC
Dr. David Williams, Chief Medical Officer of Health
Roselle Martino, ADM, Population and Public Health Division (Health and Long-Term Care)
Dr. Peter Donnelly, President and CEO, Public Health Ontario

alPHa RESOLUTION A13-5
TITLE:

Provincial Legislation to Prohibit the Use of Waterpipes in Enclosed Public Places and
Enclosed Workplaces

SPONSOR:

Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit

WHEREAS

the emerging use of waterpipes in enclosed public places and enclosed workplaces has
the potential to undermine the success of the Smoke-Free Ontario Act; and

WHEREAS

tobacco-free (“herbal”) waterpipe smoke has been demonstrated to have
concentrations of toxins comparable to tobacco waterpipe smoke1; and

WHEREAS

the environmental smoke from waterpipe use in indoor public places and workplaces
has been demonstrated to contain toxins at harmful concentrations2; and

WHEREAS

the alleged “herbal” preparations are poorly regulated and often contain tobacco even
when they are labelled tobacco free3; and

WHEREAS

the Tobacco Strategy Advisory Group report recommends an amendment of the SmokeFree Ontario Act, with “the addition of controls on the indoor use of waterpipes such as
hookahs”;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa) advocate
for provincial legislation to be enacted to prohibit the use of waterpipes (regardless of the substance
being smoked) in all enclosed public places and enclosed workplaces.
ACTION FROM CONFERENCE:
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