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Achievements shine as another academic year concludes
SCCC/ATS has concluded another landmark year of
student success, college accomplishments and employee
achievements. Each spring as I congratulate students during com-

mencement, recognize employees for their career goals, and review the
college news articles, I realize once more how quickly the year passes — and
at the same time, I am impressed by what takes place during that short time.
• This year, through the tremendous efforts of our employees, we were
recognized by the Aspen Institute for consideration for their Excellence in
Community College award. The initial selection of us as among the top 10
percent of all two-year colleges in the United States was gratifying; receiving
notification that we made the second round of consideration (top 45 colleges) created even more excitement.
• Our college took the lead in the state of Kansas in the number of
business and industry partners who have committed time, resources, and
expertise to our instructors and students through the Kansas Board of Regents’ Employer Engagement Initiative. That initiative recognizes the value
of strong business and industry partnerships in providing guest speakers,
industry tours, internships, and service on our advisory committees.
• Our manufacturing program earned a spot on the industry’s prestigious “M List,” which reflects the quality of instruction and career opportunities provided to our students in drafting, welding and machining courses.
• Our nursing program was recognized as the top program in the state
of Kansas by “Practical Nursing” for perfect licensing exam passage rates.
• Our athletic teams continued to enjoy success: Saints baseball player

Brent Williams received NJCAA All-American recognition; tennis Lady
Saints Paula Lopez and Paula Coyos received ITA recognition; Saints basketball player Niem Stevenson was named NJCAA 3rd Team All-American.
These are just a few highlights of the
year. You’ll find additional information on
these achievements as well as other significant aspects of our college throughout this
issue of “Connections.”
Community colleges occupy a unique
place in academia. Established in the United
States as a way to provide access to higher
education, community colleges throughout
the nation help individuals learn, succeed,
move forward with careers, and contribute to
their families and communities. Our mission
PRESIDENT’S NOTES
at SCCC/ATS is relatively simple – improving
the life of the individual – and that mission
continues to align with the distinct, important purpose of community colleges.
It is my hope that, as you read this issue of “Connections,” you will
learn a few new things about SCCC/ATS, understand the results of student
and employee dedication, and celebrate with us as we conclude another
fantastic year. Another year of meeting that singular purpose of improving
lives through access to high-quality education.

Dr. Duane Dunn
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College competes
for Aspen Institute
award of $1 million
After news in 2012 that Seward County
Community College/Area Technical School
had been listed in the top 10 percent in the
nation, the college continues to reach higher.
As one of 150 first-round finalists in the
Aspen Institute College Excellence Program,
SCCC/ATS accepted the challenge to compete for a $1 million prize awarded following
a year-long research process into how well
students learn, complete degrees, and get jobs
with competitive wages after graduation.
During the initial announcement, Aspen
executive director Josh Wyner affirmed
the importance of
community-based
education: “At a
time when a college
degree is essential to
entering the middle
class, community
colleges like SCCC/
ATS offer the most
promising path to
education and employment for literally millions of
Americans,” he said. “This competition spotlights excellence and we encourage SCCC/
ATS to apply for the nation’s top community
college prize to help raise the bar.”
In May, as the 2013-14 academic year
drew to a close, SCCC/ATS President Duane
Dunn, Director of Research and Assessment
Todd Carter, Dean of Students Celeste Donovan and Dean of Academic Affairs Cynthia
Rapp participated in a phone interview used
to select 10 finalists. About one third of those
eligible are selected for the interview phase;
the inclusion of SCCC/ATS effectively places
the college in the top four percent.
Colleges selected for the final round will
receive two-day visits from Aspen Institute
researchers and practitioners. Teams collect
evidence through interviews with leadership, staff, faculty, students and community
partners about how excellence was achieved
in completion, labor market, learning, and equitable outcomes. They’ll also look at data on
employment and earnings, how well students
retained what they were taught, and four-year
transfer and completion rates.
Naturally, SCCC/ATS hopes to claim the
Aspen prize, but the application process itself
has already been rewarding.
“The narrative and supporting data
required for the application tell a story that is
intrinsically valuable because it helps institutions understand themselves and improve
strategically,” said Carter.

Jakub Stepanovich

Learning Jet lands in Liberal
SCCC/ATS is “flying high” with excitement after Alina, a retiring FedEx Boeing 727
jet, landed the breezy morning of June 5, with
her final flight being from Newark, New Jersey
to Liberal. FedEx donated Alina to the Mid
America Air Museum (MAAM) to be converted into a Science Technology Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) classroom.
FedEx managing director David Sutton said
the jet symbolizes the community spirit of
FedEx Express and its employees, “one of
sharing and giving back all we can, in the communities where we live and work.”
The generosity will come full circle, Sutton
suggested, as students who hone their math and
science skills enter the workforce, where they
might someday join the FedEx family.
A collaborative project of the MAAM
Foundation, USD 480, the City of Liberal’s
Mid-America Air Museum, and SCCC/ATS,
the jet will get a makeover to create a learning
space suitable for 30-60 students at a time, with

laptop stations and audio/visual equipment
and simulator stations. Portable furnishings will
allow the jet to be used for conference space.
Dr. Janese Thatcher, Dean of Career and
Technical Education and a major initiator of
this collaborative opportunity, hopes to capitalize on the jet’s learning potential right from the
start. Students from SCCC/ATS programs in
welding, machine technology, HVAC repair,
metallurgy — as well as more academic coursework in physics and mathematics — will find
ample opportunity to put their classroom learning to work.
“We are all working toward the same thing
— a better future with a better quality of life
for our kids, and we can make that happen.
My hopes are that the students enjoy learning
and become better prepared to attend college
because they understand how math and science
create experiences in our everyday lives,” she
said. “Besides, who would turn down a chance
to go into a big jet to learn?”

Selfie time

Commencement speakers around the nation made
news this spring, often amid controversy. Not at
SCCC/ATS May 10, where 2005 graduate Patricia
Rodriguez Beer charmed the audience and sparked
enthusiastic participation from the class of 2014,
starting with “let’s take a selfie” with the Twitter
hashtag #neverstoplearning. The daughter of
immigrants from Mexico who worked at National
Beef Packing Co. of Liberal, Beer graduated Summa
Cum Laude from SCCC/ATS and earned a Bachelor
of Science and Master of Business Administration
from Kansas State University. The public face of
ConAgra Foods in Omaha, Neb., Beer said SCCC/
ATS set the foundation for the accomplishments
that followed. “Don’t ever let anyone tell you
that your Seward County Community College
education is not as good as starting at a four-year
institution,” she said. “I got an excellent education
here that enabled me to achieve my dreams.”

ONWARD

College welcomes future health care professionals, chefs, farm operators to

In keeping with national
trends that emphasize the
importance of gateway
experiences to offer high
school students access to college life, SCCC/ATS continues to expand its summer
academies.

As area high schools dismissed
for the summer, the Allied Health
Division hosted a two-day camp
for students entering grades 9-12.
Participants explored health careers
aligned with the college’s programs
for medical assistant, respiratory
therapy, surgical technology, medical laboratory technician, sports
medicine and nursing. Instructors
addressed educational requirements,
skills and job duties. Students participated in hands-on activities that
highlighted skills and technologies.
“We had them perform a laparoscopic surgery on a bell pepper,”
said surgical technology program
coordinator Carmen Sumner.
Students learned that electrosurgical
equipment used during surgery does
not electrocute the patient.
“I applied the grounding pad to
myself,” said Sumner, “and demonstrated the closed circuit by making
an incision in a grapefruit and
including my body in the circuit.”
Participants from Perryton’s
Top of Texas Accelerated Education program came to the camp,
along with students from Liberal
High School and Fellowship Baptist
School of Liberal.
Kansas teens once spent the

Summer Academies

Left: Academy student Jason Oyler takes a soil sample from the
agriculture complex field. Above: Academy student Emily Ibarra
and Pamela Hatesohl culture yogurt. On the Cover: Allied Health
campers Leyva Monzeratte, Maria Rocha, Amparo Mandujano,
Abelina Chavez, Carla Torres, Angelica Chavira and Victoria Aguirre,
Perryton; Bumi Braimah, Cecilia Alonso, Lupe Montoya, Brianna
Decamp and Vanessa Alvarado, Liberal; front, SCCC/ATS students
Alisha Clark and Jose Moreno-Torres.
summer helping on the farm.
Thanks to the newly-introduced
Sustainable Agriculture Summer
Academy, high school students
had an opportunity to take a look
at farming in the future. With guest
lecturer Dr. DeAnn Presley of Kansas State University’s Department of
Agronomy, Sustainable Ag program
specialist Erin Russell covered topics
tied to the long-term enhancement
of agriculture: water and soil quality,
agriculture basics, basic human food
and fiber needs, economic viability
and quality of life for farmers and
society as a whole.
Students sampled soil and water,
visited Seaboard Farms to observe

how lagoon water can be used
for irrigation, toured the Seward
County Landfill, an award-winning
facility that composts materials
sourced from National Beef Packing, and traveled to the Garden City
research development site operated
by K-State. Participants in the fourday camp stayed in SCCC/ATS
dorms and ate in the cafeteria.
For the Food Science and
Safety Academy, program specialist Chris Guyer and visiting professor Dr. Pamela Hatesohl of Kansas
State University crafted activities
focusing on fermentation, preservation and contamination/disease
control in foods. The camp included

a visit to the college cafeteria with
a lecture and mock inspection by
Kansas Department of Agriculture
surveyor Guy Windholz of Topeka.
While the FSS program promises
graduates a career path in quality
control, lab work, education, food
production and inspection, plant
sanitation, technical sales or lab design of new products, one student
had a distinctly down-to-earth take
on her camping experience.
“I want to become a chef,” said
Emily Ibarra of Great Bend. “I
thought it would be helpful to have
a deeper understanding of what’s
happening with the food as you
cook. It will give me an advantage.”

Xtreme Challenge brings 400 high schoolers to SCCC/ATS campus
Almost 400 students from 12 area high
schools participated in the ninth annual
Xtreme Challenge on campus April 2. Students competed in 16 academic categories and
compiled personal and school points.
Elkhart High School repeated as the Overall Award winner and defended its possession
of the traveling trophy. Meade High School
was second in overall points and Rolla High
School was third. Other high schools involved
included Liberal, Hugoton, Garden City, MosLeft: Anysia Limon, of Liberal High School, plays
real-life “Angry Birds.” More photos of Xtreme Challenge are posted on Facebook.com/Crusader.News.

cow, and Sublette; Tyrone, Okla.; Turpin, Okla.;
Keyes, Okla.; and Balko, Okla.
“We were excited to get to bring so many
kids,” said Terri Houtz, an Elkhart teacher who
brought 80 students. Her favorite aspect of
Xtreme Challenge? The opportunity to bring
her students on a college visit, complete with
class time, faculty visits and games.
KSCB sports announcer Brock Kappelmann
announced the winners as the SCCC/ATS student who designed the 2014 Xtreme Challenge
medals, Nicole Gibson, along with Miss Liberal
Emily Bayouth, also an SCCC/ATS student,
presented medals made by Machine Tool Technology students.

WITH HONORS

Drama students take full
house ‘Into the Woods’
Under the direction of speech and drama instructor Gloria Goodwin and music instructor Dr. Magda
Silva, SCCC/ATS students tackled fairy tales and
intricate music by one of Broadway’s most formidable
composers. The Stephen Sondheim musical “Into
the Woods” played three nights to a full house in the
Showcase Theater. The cast included performers from
Liberal High School and the community.
The collaborative spirit continued with contributions by students of art instructors Susan Copas and
Dustin Farmer — costume and set elements — and
instrumental music students of Darin Workman.

Literary disciplines flourishing in print and live performances
The written word was alive and well on campus throughout the spring semester. Students of
English instructors Bill McGlothing and Janice
Northerns observed National Poetry Month
in April through the college’s annual poetry
competition and coffee house. With three categories — scholarship (for high school juniors
and seniors), open, and SCCC/ATS students, the
contest drew 110 entries, a record.
Judge William Wenthe, a poet and professor at Texas Tech, noted that beyond prizes and
certificates “what this contest is really about
is abundance … the number of poems in this
contest and also the abundance of human spirit,
of imagination and of experience.”
Creative writing and visual arts students also
produced the 41st issue of Telolith, the college’s

contemporary arts journal. Never mind the old
trope about starving artists: the Humanities
Department offered gourmet coffee and hors
d’oeuvres at the coffee house, and an opening
reception for Telolith included a buffet of light
refreshments. Issues of the arts journal are available on campus and throughout the community.
The Crusader staff also received high praise
at the Kansas Collegiate Media awards, bringing
home the overall top honor — the All-Kansas
Award —and individual awards. Photojournalist
Jakub Stepanovic was selected Kansas two-year
Collegiate Journalist of the Year, and second
runner up Journalist of the Year was Makiah
Adams, who served as editor during the fall
semester. Crusader staff brought home another
21 individual awards.

Above: Instructor Anita Reed (back row, far right) and
the Crusader staff with individual winners Jakub
Stepanovich (back) and Makiah Adams (front), both
holding plaques. READ MORE: A full version of all
the Crusader’s issues and special editions is viewable online at crusadernews.com/

Cosmetology sweeps Tri-College contest
SCCC/ATS cosmetology students recently brought home the gold
— and some glitter — from the Tri College Competition “Photo Shoot
Ready,” held between three area community colleges. Students won first
place and second place overall, and first and second in hair, makeup and
nail categories. Students constructed costumes made of duct tape, newspaper, bubble wrap, packing paper, toilet paper, plastic wrap and trash bags.
The competition, hosted by Garden City Community College, will
travel to the SCCC/ATS campus next year.
Second place winners for makeup and overall were Rosa Estrada of
Liberal, Briana Villa of Perryton, model Alex Perez of Hugoton and
Zulema Estrada of Liberal

Phon-a-thon home run

During the SCCC/ATS annual phon-a-thon, student organizations
competed to raise the most money for the Foundation’s scholarship
fund. Though the drive overlapped with baseball’s busy season,
members of the Saints Baseball team joined in the effort. When the
top fundraisers were announced, it was a clear home run: the baseball
team raised $13,940, winning the $500 incentive prize. They were in
good company: with an overall goal of $38,000, the fundraiser exceeded
expectations with a total of $39,746 donated in pledges. There’s still
time to contribute to the scholarship fund. Call 800-373-9951, ext.1132,
or give online at alumni.sccc.edu/donations.

Left: First place
winners for hair
and makeup
and overall, left
to right, Yeimi
Quezada, Kenya
Darbyshire,
Maribel Garcia
and Brianna
Saldaña, all of
Liberal.

She took a
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Left turn

and came out a winner

While watching Seward County lefthander Katelyn Craker, of San
Marcos, California dominate in the circle this spring, most fans and
opponents probably thought the sophomore pitcher was just another gifted
college athlete. Few knew what the southpaw had overcome earlier in life.
Craker grew up a young softball-playing girl in the Southern California
area dreaming to one day be a star on the diamond for the UCLA Bruins.
She was nine years old and a top player for her Little League softball team
when she felt pain in her throwing shoulder. Coaches said the classic line:
‘put some ice on it,’ but that didn’t help. Within a year, Katelyn’s family
learned she had a rare soft tissue cancer called synovial sarcoma.
Craker realized the true scope of her cancer on Halloween as she washed
costume dye out of her hair and was shocked when her long blonde locks
began coming out in clumps.
“It really hit me what was actually happening to my body and how serious it was,” Craker said. The next day, she went and got the rest of her hair
cut down from 16 inches to one inch and the battle was officially on.
As Craker and her family prepared for the surgery to remove the tumor,
the surgeon told the family that she would never be able to play softball
again. Katelyn’s father, Bennett, and grandfather, John — a former University of California pitcher — asked the surgeon if Katelyn could become a
left-handed pitcher. Surprised, the surgeon paused for a moment and said if
she was determined enough, that could be a possibility.
With that, Craker began hurling wadded-up socks around the house. She
worked up from socks to softballs. At 12, she got a chance in a game. She
remembers it distinctly: her first left-handed pitch nailed the batter.
But during her freshman year at Mission Hills High School in North San
Diego, things improved as she began pitching full-time. She started as pitcher on the freshman team, worked her way up to make varsity as a senior and
won 1st Team All-League and 2nd Team All-Conference honors.
At SCCC/ATS, her 30 career wins are the sixth-highest in school history
and her 224 strikeouts are fourth-highest. The 22 wins during her sophomore season rank seventh-best in Lady Saint’s history and her 154 strikeouts

Stangle joins Saints Hall of Fame
Former Lady Saints Volleyball Coach Pat
Stangle has joined the 2014 Saints Athletics Hall
of Fame. Stangle became head coach at Seward
County in 1997, following with five years of the
most successful volleyball in Lady Saints history.
Stangle led the Lady Saints to their first
NJCAA National Tournaments in 1999, 2000
and 2001; set a 52-2 best overall season record
in 1999; and finished with a 225-34 record. He
joined the NJCAA Hall of Fame in 2008.

Athletes, coaches earn high marks
Seward County student-athletes picked up
academic awards this spring: Baseball’s Brent
Williams won the Wade Johnstone Award, as
voted on by teammates; Janel Tammen won
the Jamie Talbert Award, given by teammates.
Shufelberger Award finalists (highest graduating
male and female GPA’s) were Shanise Brooks,
Katelyn Craker, Carmen Hughes, and Janel Tammen for the women and Keenan Hall, Austin King,
Max Lusk, and Reed Thompson for the men.

as a sophomore are sixth-highest by a pitcher in a single season.
The nine-year old, right-handed pitcher who was told that she would
never play again, battled cancer against all odds to become a left-handed
pitcher who in May 2014 received All-Conference honors and her diploma at
Seward County Community College/Area Technical School.

Hoops guard makes All-American
Following one of the best freshman seasons
in Seward County Basketball history, Saints
guard Niem Stevenson capped his 2013-2014
honors on Thursday as he was announced as a
3rd Team NJCAA All-American. Stevenson led
the Saints in scoring at 19.3 points per game and
topped the 30-point mark four times.
		The Saints have now had an NJCAA AllAmerican in four straight seasons, the first time
in school history. Stevenson is the first Seward
freshman to be named All-American since Carlo
Walton in the 1993-1994 season.

Tennis freshman named top players

Paula Lopez, from Tucuman, Argentina, was
named the ITA Region III and National Rookie of
the Year, and ITA All-American winning a school
record 57 matches as a rookie.
		Paula Coyos, also of Tucuman, Argentina,
was named the 2014 ITA Region III and National
Player to Watch, and ITA All-American. She won
54 matches her freshman year, ranking second in

school history only to Lopez.
		Head Coach Jerry Thor was named the ITA
Region III Coach of the Year. The Lady Saints finished 2nd at the Region VI Tournament, marking
their best finish since the 2008 season.

Catcher listed as All-American
Freshman catcher Brent Williams was named
a 1st Team NJCAA All-American, the first Saint in
a decade. Williams hit .415 with seven home runs
and 69 RBI’s, set an NJCAA Division I record with
37 doubles on the season and led the nation by
13. He finished fourth in the country with 95 hits.
He becomes the 20th NJCAA All-American in
program history and the 19th in the past 21 seasons, joining Ryan Nelson (2003), Cory Patton
(2002), Chaz Eiguren (1997), Sean Eylar (1996),
and Tim Forkner (1993). Williams is the first
Saints All-American since Giants farmhand Kelby
Tomlinson was honorable mention in 2010.

Read the full stories with photos at
www.scccsaints.com

Nursing program named best in Kansas

Veteran nursing instructor Sandy Brisendine, left,
awards student Beatriz Alaniz her second-year
nursing pin. After 24 years at the Allied Health
Center, Brisendine retired from SCCC/ATS in May.

		The Practical Nursing Program at Seward
County Community College/Area Technical
School earned top honors in the state of Kansas
in an award announced in March.
According to the practicalnursing.org website,
the 100-percent, first-time pass rates at SCCC/
ATS pushed the college into the number-one
spot for the 24 state-approved LPN programs
in Kansas.
		Students in such programs must successfully complete the course, then take the required
National Council Licensure Examination or
NCLEX. According to the Practical Nursing
website, the pass rate is one of the best ways
to determine how well a school has prepared
students for a career in practical nursing.
		For eight straight years, the SCCC/
ATS Practical Nursing program pass rate for
first-time candidates taking the exam was 100
percent, well above the most recently published
Kansas average pass rate of 91.99 percent and
the national average pass rate of 84.23 percent.
Since it began in 1979, the SCCC/ATS Practical
Nursing program has launched 19 graduating
classes with 100-percent pass rates: 1981, 1984,
1985, 1986, 1988, 1989, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995,
1996, 1998, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010,

2011 and 2012.
		At the 2014 Capping and Pinning Ceremony, nursing director Veda King praised her
students’ hard work and commitment. One
graduating nurse had just come from the hospital where he and his wife welcomed their third
child. Another student attended the ceremony
at her husband’s insistence though he’d been
in a near-death accident the day before. King’s
remarks reflected the close ties formed between
instructors and soon-to-be nurses.
		“Our nursing instructors do an incredible
job of teaching and mentoring our students,”
said Dr. Duane Dunn, SCCC/ATS president.
“This award validates the excellent instruction
and clinical experience our students receive. I’m
very proud of our program and excited to see
this type of recognition.”
		Current nursing instructors include Nancy
Bansemer, Dawn Hemphill, Mary Ruiz, Susan
Ingland, Sandy Mead, Jennifer Antrim and
Sandy Wolfram. Veda King is the director of
Nursing. To read more about the award, visit
www.practicalnursing.org/lpn-programs/kansas.
For information about the nursing program,
call 620-417-1401 (toll-free 1-800-373-9951) or
email at veda.king@sccc.edu.

ALUMNI NEWS
1970s

ball coach at Franklin Senior High, her high school alma mater in St. Mary Parish, La.

Jackie (Key) Weaver (1976) is an event planner in Pryor, Okla.

Stephen McKee (1993) is employed in information technology at Keating Tractor of Liberal.

Roger Myers (1973) of Larned is retired.
Monnie Ostrum (1976) is a sales manager for Pinnacle Home
Products in Kearney, Mo.

1980s

Jerry Dockum (1980) lives in Houston, Texas where he is selfemployed as president of Telluride Construction, Inc.
Brenda (Utt) King (1980) is a legal assistant at Burdett Morgan Williamson & Boykin LLP in Canyon, Texas.
Mildred (King) Dearden (1980) is a young adult librarian/
youth services coordinator in Scott City.
Bradley Files (1982) is an assistant manager of environmental
health and safety at the University of Florida at Gainesville,
following nine years in the United States Air Force.
Ty Valentine (1982) is a vendor coordinator for Farmers Insurance in Arlington, Texas.
Monte Curran (1982) is the CEO and owner of Point Innovation, an international design consultancy in Lewisville, Texas.
Brett Bates (1987) owns a construction company in Mooreland, Okla.
Kenton Brechbuhler (1988) has worked for 27 years as a respiratory therapist at Christus Dubuis/Baylor Scott & White
in Wellborn, Texas.

1990s

Jacinta Verret (1993) is the head volleyball and girls’ basket-

2000s

Jason Schleis (2001) is a senior engineering technician at
Chaparral Energy, LLC in Oklahoma City.
Pamela (Boyce) Gentry (2004), works as an account executive
for Enterprise Internet in Bryan, Texas.

2010s

Brandi Colvin (2011)married Brady Eakes on March 22, 2014.
Kaisha Pittser (2012) married Josh Miller (2006) on June 7,
2014.

In memoriam
ROBERT “BOB” GITTINGER, 83, died
May 9, 2014, in Andover. A United States
Army veteran of the Korean War, Gittinger moved to Kismet in 1973 and began a teaching career at the Liberal Area
Vo-Tech, where he became a respected
instructor. Gittinger was instrumental in
developing the automotive machine shop
program, one of the technical school’s
most enduring courses of study, eventually expanding to include auto body collision repair, business management, mechanics technology
for high school and college students, and diesel technology.
He is survived by his wife, Irene.

Optometrist saw
Seward as

‘the next
right
step’

After Ryan Farrar
earned SCCC credits
in high school,
he kept looking ahead

In a digital world of hand-held technology, it can be hard to
recall how the world communicated before wireless connectivity. Yet
Ryan Farrar remembers clearly the sense of excitement he felt when he
found out he could take college classes as a high school student in a rural
Kansas town.
“High-tech stuff,” he says with a laugh. “ITV classes offered by
Seward County Community College at Hugoton High School.” Through
hardwired video connections, high school students accessed lectures by
instructors in Liberal, completed college-level classes and left high school
with a head start.
That’s exactly what Farrar did, accumulating credits in English composition, government and Spanish. By the time he finished high school, “I
had nearly a year’s worth of credits,” he said. “I never even thought about
what I should do next — I enrolled at Seward. It was just so easy.”
That sense of clarity and purpose stemmed from a research project
assigned by Farrar’s junior-year English teacher.
“We had to write a term paper about a profession we might consider
pursuing, and we had to describe what steps we would take from that
point in high school until we were fully credentialed,” Farrar recalled. “I’d
just had an eye exam, so I thought, ‘why not?’” Optometry turned out to
be more than an easy answer to the selection of a research topic. It also
required more math proficiency than Farrar had yet attained.
The next fall, at SCCC, “I enrolled in two math classes concurrently,
and that was a challenge,” he said. “But I had Joe Anderson for trigonometry. He was phenomenal. He was the first teacher who made math come
alive for me.” Anderson, Farrar said, “made it a pleasure to learn math,
and to do it — and it stuck.” As it turned out, trigonometry is a key part
of Farrar’s work as an optometrist.
“I use it all the time,” he said.
In Mr. Bolton’s chemistry class, Farrar encountered a unique grading
method:
“He’d cut a piece of paper in fourths, and we would turn that in after
we analyzed a problem. If you were wrong, he cut a corner off, and you
lost a letter grade. You tried again, and if you were still wrong, another

corner came off,” Farrar said. “Sometimes my chemistry paper was round
by the end.”
With all their quirks, the math and science classes he completed at
Seward “prepped me for KU, where the courses were equally hard,” Farrar said. “I had absolutely no regrets.”
After he completed his bachelor’s degree, Farrar continued to postgraduate studies at the College of Optometry at Northeastern State
University in Tahlequah, Okla. He completed residency studies in the
Cherokee Nation hospital in Tahlequah.
As the recipient of a Kansas Regents’ Optometry Service scholarship, Farrar was required to work in Kansas for one year in return for
every year he received assistance, so he signed on with a group practice in
Emporia. Coming from a farm family, Farrar had counted the cost of his
entire education with care, starting with the concurrent classes, affordable
tuition at SCCC, and part-time jobs as he worked through his course of
study.
“Thank heavens for scholarships,” he said. That sense of gratitude
made it easy to come back to Kansas.
A few years later, Farrar got a call from longtime Liberal optometrist
Jim Jury. Would he be willing to move west once more?
“Dr. Jury’s a good salesman,” Farrar said, but it didn’t take a lot of
convincing. “My parents farmed outside of Hugoton,” he said. “When
you farm, you don’t relocate.”
In 2002, Farrar returned to Southwest Kansas to work with Jury.
Three years later, “he sold me the practice,” though Jury continues to
practice in Liberal and Andover. A year after he bought the practice, Farrar married Norma Valles of Liberal. She’s taken over the job of office
manager. The couple has two children, Diana, 9, and Anthony, 3. They
are active in their church, St. Anthony’s, and keep busy with civic, volunteer, and educational projects.
A recent school bond issue, which voters passed by an overwhelming
78 percent, adds to the family’s sense of optimism about the future.
“We’re thrilled about the direction Liberal is going,” Farrar said. “This
is home, and we anticipate it to be that way forever.”
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Join our online
community today!
alumni.sccc.edu

A free opportunity to reconnect with the
SCCC/ATS community and classmates.

Kids’ College

Come explore your
imaginations.

We have an App for that!

F

SCCC/ATS

Save the date!

Art SCIENCE balloons
Friendship bracelets
SELFIES Dance
Cake Pops LAW & ORDER
how to animate your dragon

American Sign Language

choir ARCHERY
Challenge Course

swimming Karate
stage-fighting & MORE!

Two sessions, two times
Session 1: July 14-17 l Session 2: July 21-24
Times: 8-10 a.m. & 10:15-12:15 p.m.

View complete class list online or call!

620-417-1170

sccc.edu/whats_new/2014_Kids_College.pdf

Fun & Games

2014 Foundation Party Auction
September 20
Doors open at 6 p.m.
Seward County Event Center, Fairgrounds

