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Former name: Good
Nickname (while at 
UWCSEA): Bean pole
Email: 
goodcampbell@mac.com
Current Location: 
London

Abi Campbell

Memories of my School Days: Chris Mott, The Grotto, hang-
ing out by the Air con fountain,  Curry puffs from the school canteen, 
UN day, no red carnations on valentines days, being Blousey Brown, 
the school bus, Newton Circus, Holland village, the house parties, the 
heat! the laughs and my amazing education.

Update about Myself:  I live in London with my husband and 
two children Ellis 5 and Jemima 3,  I am a portrait photographer (chil-
dren mostly).  I have also been a model, actress and a yoga teacher!

Message for my Classmates: My time at UWC and in Singa-
pore has defined me, I feel so lucky to have shared this experience with 
all of you.

UWCSEA 1983 - 1987
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Anne-Claire Heikamp

Nickname (while 
at UWCSEA): Anne
Email: 
ac.heikamp@gmail.com
Current Loca-
tion: Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands 

Memories of my School Days: of the top of my head: aircon 
pool, mufty day, sports day, selatan, TOK, IB, GCSE’s, F for Art, Geog-
raphy field trip to Malacca (visit to the church at night), Geo field trip 
to Perth, Project week to India, Art festival, all four formals, uniforms 
and much more ... 
Update about Myself:  after UWC I went travelling for a year 
before heading to university. Travelbug bit me bad. Studied (didn’t fin-
ish) Anthropology, then did a business admin degree. Like my free-
dom to travel so try not to hold a steady if at all possible. Worked in 
The Netherlands, New Zealand and as a tourleader in Southern Africa. 
Back in Amsterdam now, economy has forced me (and perhaps most) 
to slow down a little. 
Message for my Classmates: wonder how much we’ve all 
changed since 1990, looking forward to recognising (or not) everyone.

UWCSEA 1985 - 1990
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Amrish Luthra

Nickname (while at 
UWCSEA): occasionally called 
‘Swiss Miss’ 
Email: 
amrish_luthra@yahoo.com 
Current Location: 
Singapore 

UWCSEA 1983 - 1989

Memories of my School Days: Seeing the names of the peo-
ple attending the reunion brings back a ton of memories....from hang-
ing around the air-con pool and by the small theatre with friends, the 
occasional lunch at the HDBs when getting a reprieve from Mr. Ho’s 
(??) cafeteria food, cricket matches and net practice down by senior 
house, competitive squash matches with Farhan, Robert, and Carsten, 
an amazing and challenging (and so not according to plan) project 
week, the wonderful teachers, Mr. Gibby’s biology classroom, to early 
memories of being at Beluntu for the shooting of The Lord of the Flies, 
and much much more. And then there are all these memories of beng 
in Singapore during that time with school friends...Far East Plaza, that 
pub on Scott’s Road, the amazing food at various hawker stalls al over 
the city, Chicken Rice on River Valley Road (the best I ever had).....
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Update about Myself:  
Been in the US since leaving UWC 
in 1989. Currently living in New 
York City with my wife Ying, and 
two sons, Rohan (7) and Arjun (4). 
Ying and I just celebrated our 10th 
anniversary and have ben together 
for the past 17 years. Our week-
ends revolve around the kids ac-

tivities, playing in the park, visiting museums and enjoying the diverse 
neighborhoods and cuisine available in New York. I’ve been working at 
Pfizer (a pharmaceuticals company) now for 7 years in brand market-
ing. Still manage to get in an occasional game of squash but now my 
interests are centered around cooking and enjoying good wine.

Message for my Classmates: Looking forward to seeing so 
many of you in Singapore and catching up! if you are ever visiting NY, 
please let me know

Luthra  family at 
Rohan’s graduation. 
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Ariane Wyss
Nickname (while at 
UWCSEA): occasionally called 
‘Swiss Miss’ 
Email: ariane_wyss@yahoo.
com 
Current Location: Singa-
pore 
Memories of my School 
Days: Overall very positive. Met 
some fabulous people, quite a few 
of who I am still in touch with to 
this day. 

Fondly remember project week - 
sailing up to Tioman with my class-
mates on 2 yachts under the awe-
some leadership of Alan and Sally 
Barnes.  

Update about My-
self:  Back in Singapore since 
10 years. Working for a global 
technology (RFID) company 
and in charge of their Market-
ing activities. Am still play-
ing tennis and now also wield 
a paint brush during my free 
time.

Message for my Class-
mates: Look forward to see-
ing everyone again and catch-
ing up.

UWCSEA 1988 - 1990
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Barbara Bureau

Nickname (while at 
UWCSEA): Barbara
Email:barburo@free.fr 
Current Location: Bay of 
the Somme, France 

Memories of my School 
Days: GCSE, IB, Harlequin, 
field trips, sports, sports, sports, 
UN nights, shows, «Just a minute» 
and other such noonday fun ! My 
UWC days : loads of good times 
as far as i’m concerned. 

Update about Myself:  Environment & European officer, Green 
Tourism officer and now running my own accomodation, horse riding 
and spa business. Twenty horses, two great kids and a husband ! Loads 
of travelling still playing polocrosse for France over the world. 

Message for my Classmates: Anyone interested in visiting the 
bay of the Somme and its nature reserve on horseback, don’t hesitate to 
contact me ! 

UWCSEA 1984 - 1990
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Carsten Morgenstern

Nickname (while at UWCSEA): 
Carsten
Email: c.morgenstern@eib.org 
Current Location: Luxembourg 
Memories of my School Days: Almost 
exclusively wonderful, not for general release. 

Update about Myself:  Left UWC in 1990, moved from Sin-
gapore to the UK, parents moved from Malaysia to Luxembourg at the 
same time. Studied Economics, Politics and Government in Canterbury 
and left in 1994 with BA and MA in hand.

Worked for a German bank for 10 years in Frankfurt and London. Mar-
ried my lovely wife Elsa in 1998 after 4 years together. Lucas was born 
in 2000, Lilia in 2005 and little Disa joined us in 2008. 

Working for the EU at the European Investment Bank in Luxembourg 
since 2005 for Lending Operations in Germany. Potentially more inter-
esting after a couple of drinks....

Parents, in-laws and siblings (apart from my sister) all still living in Lux-
embourg where the world is still a (relatively) good place. Long may it 
last. 

UWCSEA 1983 - 1990
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Message for my Classmates: 
What a surreal and wonderful weekend. What struck me the most is 
how well we’ve all aged, although maybe only in our perception.
I felt like not a day had gone by since I last saw all of you and it shows the 
character of us that there was very little, if any, “one-upmanship”
of what we all have been up to the last 20 years. I will remember sweat-
ing non-stop for 72 hours whilst gorging on food and drink and having 
the privilege of meeting
your partners and children for the first time. To my old friends, and to 
the new, keep well and I hope to see you in the not to distant future. It 
was good for the soul
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Charles Edward Johnston

Nickname (while at 
UWCSEA): Chuck 
Email: charlesjohnston2002@
yahoo.com 
Current Location: Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada  
Memories of my School 
Days: I managed to sneak out of 
the boarding house every Friday 
and Saturday night for 3 years to 
head down to Newton Circus. This 
will always be my favourite mem-
ory (and memories) of my time at 
UWC. Playing in the band Vertical 
Smile with Seb, Sammy, Rob, and 
Sam was pretty awesome too. 

Update about Myself:  I 
have worked in film and televi-
sion for almost 20 years, the last 
10 as a screenwriter. I have also 
been in several bands, took pri-
vate sitar lessons for two years, 
and travelled to Austria recently 
to get certified as a yoga teacher. I 
will be married at the time of the 
reunion and on my honeymoon 
with my wife, Alex Ganetakos. 

 

UWCSEA 1987 - 1989
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Derek Pether

Nickname (while at UWCSEA): Derek
Email: derek.pether@dorma.com 
Current Location: Canberra, Australia 
Memories of my School Days: All good, when can I go 
back?

Update about Myself:  Married, children and working for a 
German manufacturing company in Canberra, Australia. Still riding 
horses.
Message for my Classmates: Well done to Sandra & co for 
organising the reunion. Huge under taking! Sorry I won’t be able to 
be there to celebrate.

UWCSEA 1983 - 1988

Photo from my wedding in 
2008, with Neal Jones and a 
freind of ours. Yes Neal and I 
may have gained a few kilos, 
though at least I still have 
all my hair! We are planning 
on heading back to Singapore 
at Christmas, so if any one 
else will be around, let us 
know. Cheers Derek
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Emma Love

Memories of my School Days: Looking back on UWC now 
especially when I am thinking of schools for my little ones, I appreciate 
how lucky we all were. Fabulous school with so much to offer and so 
many things to learn all in an amazing envorinment. I have very happy 
memories.

Update about Myself:  Worked and lived in London for over 
ten years working an an event manager for a bank. Met my husband, 
Greg in London and we moved to Glasgow 5 years ago, where we mar-
ried and had two beautiful girls, Grace and Molly. Working with Greg 
now and in the beginnings of setting up an online childrens clothing 
company.

Message for my classmates: So sorry not to be there, espe-
cially after such a long time. Have an amazing time at the reunion and 
love to all.

UWCSEA 1985 - 1990

Former name: Stockton
Email: emmastockton@hotmail.com
Current Location: Glasgow, Scotland
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Imelda D. Sasmito Safavi

Family name (while at 
UWCSEA): Sasmito
Email:
 i_sasmito@hotmail.com
Current Location: 
Singapore  

UWCSEA 1983 - 1990

Jean Garez
UWCSEA 1981 - 1989

Email: jeandgarez@gmail.com
Current Location: Singapore  
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Fiona Chan

Memories of my School 
Days: Some of my best friends 
today are friends I made in UWC. 
There is nothing quite like remi-
niscing the good old days with 
friends from UWC. There are so 
many memories of my time in 
UWC: the grotto, school trip to 
Trengganu, hanging out around 
the lockers with Mel & Claudia, 
getting drunk on saki on Japanese 
night of Asian Evening, Board-
ers Exchange with May, Project 
Week in Thailand, having endless 
lunches at the HDBs and worry-
ing about being caught for smok-
ing... there are really too many to 
write here.

UWCSEA 1983 - 1990

Nickname (while at 
UWCSEA): Fi
Current Location: French 
Riviera, France
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Update about Myself:  Haven’t saved the world lately but just 
had my 2nd child and I am busy being a mom of 2 kids. After living in 
different parts of the world and having a career in banking & the health 
field, I am now loving being a full time mama in France!

Message for my classmates: Thank you for all the wonderful 
memories and if any of you travel to the South of France feel free to 
come by and catch up with me.
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Karl Maier

Nickname (while at 
UWCSEA): Karl
Current Location: 
8th Street, New Westminster, 
British Columbia, Canada

Memories of my School Days: adventure travel in SE Asia 
(Carsten), the Biology field trip to Penang (Sumi), late-night cycling 
in Singapore (Munene), ferocious tropical storms (Nora), friends 
and enemies (Kyeong Kun) from around the world, spirited debates 
(Marlies), spontaneous craziness (Adam), awesome musical and dra-
matic productions (Dawn), Ramadan fasting (Soofian), and many 
more -- still vivid impressions scattered in the ocean of memory.

Update about Myself:  After SEA, 3 years in Montreal, 4 in 
Victoria (BC Canada), and then in and near Vancouver (BC Canada), 
except for trips to Europe, UK, New Zealand, across Canada (by 
train!) and the US. Married to the Fabulous Maureen (1994), father 
to formidable Evan (1999) and precocious Finian (2001). An estate 
solicitor in complacent middle-class Canada who dabbles in music, 
home-building, social and environmental activism, reading, won-
dering (worshipping?), canoeing, and cycling. Avoids TV, Facebook, 
Twitter, etc. Still searching/hoping/working for the better way.

UWCSEA 1988 - 1990
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Message for my Classmates: I’m sorry I can’t join you - may-
be in 10 years? - hope you have a good time. If you’re travelling through 
Vancouver and need a place to crash.... How can life be so wonderful, 
terrible, ephemeral and real all at the same time?
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Kathleen Schlenker

Family name (while at UWC-
SEA) : O’Rourke
Nickname (while at UWC-
SEA): Kay
Email: kaymi00@hotmail.com
Current Location: Northern 
NSW, Australia

UWCSEA 1984 - 1990

Memories of my School Days:  
Fun and Tears!

Update about Myself: Met my 
husband in 1991, we now have 4 children; 
3 girls and a boy. Worked previously as 
a highschool science, Biology and Maths 
teacher. Now have a business working in 
the wellness industry. Life is good.

Message for my Classmates: Be the change you want to see 
in the world.
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Lara Bird 

Nickname (while at 
UWCSEA): Lara
Email:
lbird130372@gmail.com 
Current Location: 
Singapore 

Memories of my School Days: Hard 
work but a lot of fun 

Update about Myself:  Still in Singapore. Been working since I 
was 16, now in Thomson Medical Centre. 
Message for my Classmates: Keep in touch! 

UWCSEA 1983 - 1988

Sameer Saigal
UWCSEA 1983 - 1988

Email: ssaigal@gmail.com
Current Location: 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
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Katherine Short
UWCSEA 1983 - 1990

With the anniversary being in November, Katherine Short has just com-
pleted 14 years with WWF! With seven of those at WWF Internation-
al, she is a Manager of Marine Initiatives in the Global Initiatives Unit 
which involves programme strategy and development, technical ad-
vice, fundraising and linking WWF network colleagues globally work-
ing on sustainable fisheries and marine conservation. She has recently 
started a part-time Masters degree at Imperial College London about 
uniting fisheries management and marine conservation. Katherine is 
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(legally!) married to Nadine, a Swiss police detective and they live on 
'La Cote', the northern side of Lac Leman/Lake Geneva. Katherine 
and Nadine ride motorbikes around the swiss mountains in the sum-
mer and ski down them in the winter! They return to New Zealand as 
often as they can and this year bought some land there for the future. 
Katherines' work also takes her around the world to improve fisher-
ies management in the various WWF priority sites and to grow the 
use of market incentives for sustainable seafood. Katherine has been 
working for the success of the Marine Stewardship Council fisheries 
ecolabelling programme since it was founded by WWF and Unilever 
in 1996. Katherine has also continued her UWCSEA taught-childhood 
love of turning pottery and has become an accomplished hobbyist pot-
ter. Katherine can be contacted on katherineshort@gmail.com. 
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Katrine Sele

Nickname (while at 
UWCSEA): Katrine
Email: katrinesele@yahoo.com
Current Location: Vassend-
en, Sogn og Fjordane, on the west 
coast of Norway

UWCSEA 1983 - 1988

Memories of my School Days:  I have such fond memories 
from my time at UWC: hanging out with friends under the staircase 
in the English-building (or whatever it was called!), discussing poetry 
with Mr. Woodcock on the schoolbus, exchanging secret origami-notes 
with my friend Ai, handstands with Liesbeth, French films with Barbara, 
slightly scary and unpredictable, but also inspiring, art lessons with Mr. 
Teo! And lots of little memories that are more difficult to describe, but 
equally important. Friendships that were so close that it could feel like 
life or death! Wonderful, wonderful teachers that I want to thank: Mr. 
Gibby, Miss Moorehouse, Mr Teo, Mr Woodcock, Dr Underwood. The 
experience of a teacher sitting down with me (then 14 years old) to 
discuss poetry on the schoolbus, still moves me! I felt that my thoughts 
were important, even though I was so young.Teenage years can also be 
lonely at times, at least I felt that way. So much awkwardness! In that 
way, it is a relief to grow up! But those years feel crucial to me, like 
they sent me in a certain direction, and I am so thankful for it all 
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Update about Myself:  I live in a funny old house by a lake with 
my husband and two sons: Olai (4) and Nils (1). I work as a newspaper 
journalist and am also a writer, I have published three books. I still love 
poetry! My interests are otherwize yoga, mountain hiking and belly-
dance. The area where I live is beautiful, with fjords, mountains and 
all that. So if any of my old friends from Singapore are in the area, you 
are most welcome to visit! I would be delighted. A few years ago, I was 
happy to receive Barbara and her family here. After UWC, I moved 
back to Norway in 1988 and did secondary school in Oslo. Afterwards 
I studied at Brown University in USA and got a Bachelor of Arts in 
Comparative Literature. After a year as a waitress in Siena, Italy, I went 
back to Norway and went to journalism school. And finally I ended up 
here, in the west. 
Message for my Classmates: Much love to you all! There are 
many that I miss, and that I think of fondly: Barbara, Liesbeth, Sabine, 
Nicki from New Zealand, Sakura, Tina, Amabel, Anne-Claire, Ai, 
Akiko, Sam Barlian, Caron Berry... I am surely forgetting someone 
now! Some I knew well, others I just sat next to in a class, but still they 
felt important! I only have contact with a few of you. There are others 
again whom I liked and very much wanted to know better, but all my 
bothersome teenage shyness prevented me! Much love to you, too.
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Katya Elizabeth von 
Kretschmann

Email: katya.katyasiren@gmail.com 
Current Location: Paris, France 

Memories of my School Days: Sumatra, Outward bound, 
Holger Klien - RUP- My first love, Samantha Barlain - RIP, Rachel 
Kent, Mr. Teo, Biology, Tutor Group - Leo Kenny, uniforms. 

UWCSEA 1983 - 1989



33

Update about Myself:  Since leaving Singapore I have lived in 
the following places- Heidelberg- Germany, Paris- France, London - 
GB, Cannes - France, Rome - Italy.

Now back in Paris working for the Reed Elsevier Group- Reed Mi-
dem which holds professional trade shows in the Palais des Festi-
vals - Cannes in the Real Estate, Music and Television Markets. 

Live next to the Eiffel Tower and have my Parents with me. 

Message for my Classmates: 
I am truly thrilled to be back here in Singapore after 20 years. 
 
Looking forward to catching up and hoping that from now on we will 
stay in contact throughout our lives and futures to come. 
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Kirsten Lindsay O’Brien

Nickname (while at UWCSEA): Kirsten
Email: kirsten.net@mac.com
Current Location: Camden, London, England

UWCSEA 1983 - 1984

Memories of my School Days: I loved the varied activities 
at UWC - from the swimming galas to the ‘food from around the 
world’ type events and ridiculous fundraisers (I remember spend-
ing weeks trying to make giant papier mache shoes to fit 2 people in 
for some sort of sponsored event!). My form teacher Mr Teo was a 
real live wire and of course the mostly glorious Singaporean weather 
seemed to make everyone have a ‘can do’ attitude. It was a real cul-
ture shock returning to a state school in the UK after having had such 
a wonderful time at the college and I’m positive it made me go after 
bigger things in life as a result.
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Update about Myself: I spent the last 13 years as a Children’s 
TV Presenter for the BBC in the UK before branching out into main-
stream TV last year. I’ve just filmed a financial documentary and I’m 
currently shooting a dating show for BBC3. I live in London and am due 
to get married this August. 

Message for my Classmates:Facebook has been an unexpect-
ed delight in recent years as it’s put a chain of us back in touch and some 
mornings just switching the computer on and seeing pictures of you and 
your families means I start the day with a smile. We were fortunate to 
have had such incredible school days with friends from literally around 
the globe and I’m saddened I can’t be there for the reunion but it’s my 
wedding day!! Keep in touch.                           

Photo: Me last year in Italy
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Liesbeth Janssen 

Memories of my School Days: So many memories! 7 years 
of UWC are impossible to sum up in a few words. In no order whatso-
ever: chatting by the aircon fountain, fooling around in Mr Woodcock’s 
English class, chicken rice at the HDBs, stuffing too many things in my 
locker, trying to find a spot of shade on the tennis courts during PE, Mr 
Lay singing and dancing during his geography classes, having to stand out 
in the corridor AGAIN during Dr Wong’s maths class, hurtling across 
Singapore in the school bus, hanging out under the stairs during lunch, 
trying out all the different kinds of food on UN night, endless rehears-
als for Fiddler on the Roof with all the sticky stage make-up, having a 
sneaky cigarette behind the Small Hall, not being allowed off campus 
by the guards because you didn’t have an exeat, making great fried rice 
at Home Ec, doing pottery in 3D Art class, learning about the different 
religions in Theory Of Knowledge (TOK),

UWCSEA 1984 - 1990

Family Name (while at 
UWC): Koole
Nickname (while at 
UWCSEA): Liz
Email: liesbethk@gmail.com 
Current Location: 
Aarle-Rixtel, the Netherlands
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swimming competitions in the small pool we had in those days... There 
is so much more. The main thing is the people, all of you, that made our 
days at UWC so special. 

Update about Myself:  In the 20 years since leaving UWC, 
quite a few things have happened in my life. First of all, I was an au pair 
in Switzerland for a year directly after IB. Then I went to study French 
at the University of Wales in Aberystwyth. After graduation, I got a job 
with SAGA holidays in SE England where I spent a few years travelling 
a great deal. By this time, my dad had retired and my parents were liv-
ing back in Holland. 

I left my job in England in 1998 and went to stay with my parents for a 
few weeks while I decided what to do next. A few weeks became a few 
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months, I found a job I liked, made some friends and eventually met a 
man... The man was called Rob and we share a love of travelling (I took 
him to Singapore and UWC in 2001), water sports and cooking. 5 years 
later we bought a house together. 

In 2006 we got married and I came back from our honeymoon in To-
bago pregnant with Jake. Jake was born in the summer of ‘07 and in the 
spring of ‘09 he got a little brother called Joe. I’m working for Philips 
as a Marketing Communications Manager (part-time since having kids) 
and we live in a village to the north of Eindhoven. We live by fields with 
horses, sheep, goats and cows and Jake is a real outdoor boy. Our trav-
elling has evolved from backpacking around Asia to camping in France 
but our cooking has remained adventurous and Jake happily eats spicy 
Indian curries and Chinese noodles doused in chilli sauce! This isn’t 
perhaps the life I had envisaged for myself when I was at UWC but it’s 
a good life and I’m happy. 

Message for my Classmates: I love following the changes in 
your lives on Facebook (those of you that have a FB account) and I often 
have to smile when I think what you were like at UWC and what you 
are doing now. I hope you’re all happy and I wish you all the luck in the 
world. I think we’ve all been shaped at least partially by our experiences 
at UWC and the things we learnt from each other. I’m a richer person 
for having known you. 
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Lilian Bensdorp

Nickname (while at UWC-
SEA): Lilian
Email: lilian.bensdorp@planet.nl
Current Location: Naarden, 
The Netherlands

UWCSEA 1984 - 1986

Memories of my School Days: I have been living in Singa-
pore for two years from 1984 - 1986, and joined UWC for this period. 
For me it was a great adventure! Far from home (Netherlands), going 
to a different school in a different language! I loved every minute of 
it! I met new friends, had a great time and I will never forget African 
Sanctus, Joseph, the different sports and all the fun we had!

Update about Myself:  In 1986 I went back to the Nether-
lands. After secondary school, I went to the MTRO (school for Tour-
ism) and after that I studied Public Relations and Marketing. In the past 
I worked as a project manager at different companies in the Nether-
lands. At this moment I work at SAS Institute, a global software com-
pany where I work as a sales assistant. 
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I live in a beautiful ancient town called Naarden Vesting. In my free 
time I study to become a yoga teacher. Yoga is a way of living for me, I 
can not do without it! I also love to play golf, tennis and go skiing in the 
winter. And travelling is another hobby of mine. I have been travelling a 
lot in the past years! I am not married and I do not have any kids. 

Message for my Classmates:Hope you are doing fine! I 
would like to get back in touch with you. You can find me on Face-
book and Hyves!
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Masjka Cramer

Nickname (while at 
UWCSEA): Masjika
Email: aram.masjka@gmail.com
Current Location: The 
Netherlands

UWCSEA 1985 - 1986

Memories of my School Days: I enjoyed being a boarder! 

Update about Myself:  After UWC finished high school in 
The Netherlands, went to the Agricultural University in Wageningen 
to study recreation and tourism. Worked as a health and safety man-
ager for several years. I have three girls, Carmen, Kirsten & Orla. For 
my husband work we lived in Mumbai, India, for 2.5 years and upon 
our return home I have started to educate myself as a photographer.
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Natalie Dahlia Soeleiman Asmat 

Email: dahlia-asmat@centrin.
net.id    
Current Location: Jakarta, 
Indonesia

UWCSEA 1985 - 1991

Memories of my School Days: strolls to HDB from 
boarding house.

Update about Myself:  A real estate developer residing in 
Jakarta with husband and three children

Message for my Classmates: Please drop me a line as I 
would love to hear from you.  Contact me whenever you fly down 
to Jakarta.
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Melissa Kwee
UWCSEA 1983 - 1990

Email: 
m.aratani.kwee@post.harvard.edu
Current Location: Singapore

Memories of School Days:
1. The struggle and romance of ide-
alism and imagining how we would 
change the world.
2. Ms Levy's English class and Rob-
ert Lowell poems we pretended to 
understand.
3. The sincerity of many of my life-
long friends

Update about myself: After finishing college where I read 
Anthropology, learned Nepali and spent summers cloistered in re-
mote Nepali villages, I did a year of additional research in Kathmandu 
only to discover I didn't want to be an academic. My calling to serve 
brought me back to Singapore where I started my career as a social 
entrepreneur in youth leadership education.  I've stayed in the field 
both professionally and as a volunteer over the last 15years. It has 
been a great joy and I've been blessed to learn from and with people 
from all walks of life.
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My career then grew into government consultancy and regional advo-
cacy work and I led two non profit organisations, organised campaigns 
and community engagement initiatives around women and young peo-
ple's issues in the areas of education for empowerment, inclusion and 
employability. It was a time of expanding worldviews and learning po-
litical games but also ensuring ones feet are grounded on firm founda-
tions of values and beliefs.

The current era finds me back in the private sector overseeing real 
estate investments and helping to grow a company. It is a strange new 
calling but one I believe I am in for a purpose. Business can a great 
force for good, good business even more so.
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I still volunteer with a Big Sister programme I founded and also sit on 
a few government and private boards. I'm a proud aunty of twins, am 
still an intrepid traveler, and hope to take up rock climbing in 2011.

Message to my classmates: I can hardly believe we've all 
grown up. But may we grow most in our capacities to learn and un-
derstand, give and receive, and love and be loved.

Be blessed to be a blessing!
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Natasha Piner 

Nickname (while at UWCSEA): Tash, Tasha a few things 
I am not aware of!
Email: natashapiner@gmail.com
Current Location: Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

UWCSEA 1983 - 1987

Memories of my School Days: Marathon Days, the fountain 
pool, school plays, the stairs… oh the stairs… Racing from humanities to 
home economics… the canteen… thinking it was cool to let girls hem my 
skirts on the sides so much that I could only walk from my knees down!  
The school buses…never knew how much shaving cream could get from 
one bus to another whilst travelling!
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Update about Myself:  Moved to Perth straight after Singapore.  
Moved to far north of Western Australia (beautiful country) for a couple 
of years.  Tried marriage (still friends).  Moved to Melbourne… love 
it!  Even though I said I would never work in an office or that I would 
ever learn to type I now work in a construction company (McConnell 
Dowell) as Administration Assitant… oh the irony… still don’t know 
what I want to do with my life… hah ha ha  Haven’t travelled as much 
as I wanted to.  Wanted to travel around Europe next year… stupid 
Global Financial Crisis… how am I supposed to do a working holiday!  
I live in the lucky country… why would I leave now? Heh hee hee

Message for my Classmates: Hope to see as many of you in 
Singapore in August as possible… and if not then… in the future… you 
are always welcome… have a spare bed… Melbourne Victoria Austral-
ia Rocks!  No matter if you want ballet or opera or a great club… we 
have it all… oh yeah and really healthy stuff too!

Photo: My brother Jay and I
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Paula Louise Margaret  Rajaratnam 

Family name (while at UWCSEA) :  Tandy/Cooper
Email: paularaja2606@gmail.com
Current Location: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

UWCSEA 1985 - 1988

Memories of my School Days: Was reading through my old 
Interscols’ recently and have memories of hanging out under the stair-
case of the Language Block with Liesbeth, Rachel, Tina, Joanne, Sophie, 
Barbara, Samantha and Valentina. Being an international school, many 
friends came and went, but I have fond memories of great times hanging 
with Liesbeth and Katya – forgive me if I have forgotten anyone else. I 
did leave UWC in 1988 to continue my studies in SHATEC, Singapore’s 
Hotel School before starting work at Raffles Hotel. 
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Update about Myself: I am now living in KL with my two sons, 
Ryan – 9yrs and Lucas – 5yrs. I am a Senior Consultant with a company 
that promotes health and wellness. We have been living here for 5 years 
and are hopefully here for the foreseeable future.

Message for my Classmates: “You meet people who forget 
you. You forget people you meet. But sometimes you meet those peo-
ple you can’t forget. Those are your ‘friends.’” 
 It has been many years and many miles since we last saw each other. 
Thankfully with the help of Facebook and other social media networks 
we have managed to re-acquaint ourselves and begun to see how we 
have all grown and prospered over the years. I look forward to catching 
up with “old” school friends and to possibly making some “new” school 
friends. For those of you who can’t make it to the Reunion, you will be 
dearly missed and I hope that our paths cross again very soon.
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Roberta Elliott
UWCSEA 1986 - 1988

Family name (while at UWCSEA) : Oates
Nickname (while at  UWCSEA): Bob, Bobby
Current Location: London

Memories of my School Days: The most amazing school I’ve 
ever been lucky enough to go to; UN nights, Outward Bound Pulau Ubin 
-camping out on the beach in the middle of The Straits, nearly getting 
mowed down by a tanker while canoeing across from Ubin, having to 
scoop water out with our sneakers during a rain storm, wading through 
swamps, leaches galore, never eaten so much rice in my life (breakfast, 
lunch and supper!) - Gymnastics Club with Mr Kay, Choir and wind 
band with Mr McIntosh, CDT with Mr Garrett and Mr Alston, the best 
doughnuts ever, Pigot House, the best dorm mates in the world:   

With Sutina Kassim
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Sutina, Lynne, Kim, Steph, Elisa, Chris, Van. Kartika and the all the 
other girls. Midnight feasts. Moonlit swims. Great escapes. HDB roti. 
And how could I forget that brown and turquoise uniform...

Update about Myself: Left UWC to do A levels in England, 
followed by 4 years at Art School in Paris leaving me with a degree 
in Product Design. Met husband Simon in London in 1996. Worked 
for over 10 years in Graphic Design agencies in London specialising in 
Packaging Design, mainly creating and reinventing international drinks 
brands. Working freelance since having kids and enjoying being a mum 
in north London!

Message for my Classmates: Miss you all. Thanks for making 
those some of the best years of my life!
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Sandra Farmer  

Memories of my School Days: There are just too many to 
mention so I won’t mention them all but stick to the most memora-
ble ones. All the friends (and not necessarily from just our class), the 
teachers who made learning so much fun, the amount of homework 
we would get (does anyone remember the chart in our homework dia-
ries that indicated how much we were supposed to get per subject per 
day based on what year you were in???!!), arts festival and all the other 
productions (Bugsy Malone, Fiddler on the Roof, etc), UN Nights/
Asian Evenings/bake sales (all the great food!), the air con pool, Miss 
Harlequin (trying to figure out who the gossip was about lol), Inter-
scol, the lockers and trying to squeeze all your stuff (that’s why I al-
ways tried to get two hehehe), school discos in the main hall, and last 
but not least Mr Ho and his “lovely” (and I use this term lightly) can-
teen food especially the chocolate cornettos, Jack n Jill potato chips 
and chocolate donuts!!!!

UWCSEA 1983 - 1987

Nickname (while at UWCSEA): 
Sandra or Sandy
Email: meibao.71@gmail.com 
Current Location: Singapore 
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Update about Myself: I left 
UWCSEA sort of midway 4th year to 
go to a Singapore government school 
(which was like at the other end of 
the spectrum in comparison) and then 
finishing up my high school education 
in Australia. After that I came back to 
Singapore and ended up working in the 
F&B industry (Hard Rock Café). Worked with them for about 7 years 
(which included a year in Hong Kong) till I decided I wanted a change 
in pace (too many night shifts) and went in the complete opposite di-
rection and started working as a secretary in one of Singapore’s more 
prominent law firms, and have been enjoying my career there for the 
last 11 years.

Message for my Classmates: If you’re ever in Singapore, do 
look me up and if you need a place to stay, I’ve got a spare room open 
to all. Would love to hear from all and any of you - look me up on Fa-
cebook (I love how it’s helped many of us to reconnect) or get in touch 
with me via email. Looking forward to seeing all who will be attending 
the reunion in August!!!
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Shayne Jackman  

Family name (while at UWCSEA) : 
McDonald

Current Location: Sydney, Australia

UWCSEA 1987- 1990

Memories of my School Days: 4th and 5th year: I remember 
lots of black make-up, innumerable cans of extra-hold hairspray, far too 
many layers of clothes for the Singapore heat and lying on the grass out-
side the small hall with the lovely Jef and Christina singing and playing 
with each other’s hair. 

6th & 7th year: Senior House with gorgeous and always loved friends 
Marlies (chaining Camels and forever writing ‘to do’ lists), Adam (win-
ner of Miss Senior House ‘89), Soofian (Gandu! & self-proclaimed fu-
ture benevolent dictator of Pakistan...possibly the World), Nora (con-
vinced of the impending advance of the Triffids and a very accomplished 
bed bouncer, esp when accompanied by Bob Marley).  Also the ever 
sweet Mr Skillikorn; the hilariously scornful Dr Underwood; the com-
pletely irreplaceable, unique and mad Mr Teo; the intermittent hor-
rors of Mr Ho’s food;...and who could forget the ever present threat 
of DHOBI Rash....gladly campaigned against and rectified by Nadia’s 
mum - thanks for that Nadia’s mum.  I also remember numerous epi-
sodes of frog catching in the rain at night around Senior House with 
Marlies, and I have very fond memories of Nick Brown deliberately 
torturing long-suffering Ben during our IB art classes - too much fun.
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Update about Myself: After leaving UWC, I completed a BA 
in Asian History & Fine Arts at The University of Sydney.  I work as a 
personal trainer and presenter/actor (nothing autograph worthy!), am 
married to Nick and have a daughter, India who is 5 and a son, Jade, 
who is nearly 2. 
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Sonia Rossetti

Nickname (while at UWCSEA): Sonia
Email: soniarossetti@hotmail.com
Current Location: Bahrain 
Memories of my School Days: Where do I Start?

UWCSEA 1983 - 1984

Update about Myself: I have lived in Bahrain since I left Singapore 
in 1993, firstly working with Gulf Air and then with the Bahrain Royal 
Flight.  Met my husband, John who is a Corrosion Engineer in Saudi Ara-
bia and we got married in 2006.  We now have a beautiful daughter, Sienna 
Rossetti Norris who was born in May 2009 and and I am a very happy stay 
at home Mum with no plans to go back to work just yet!! 

Message for my Classmates: Would love to hear from anyone 
who is living or passing throught the Arabian Gulf.
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Terena Starkey

Nickname (while at 
UWCSEA): Terena 
Email: jadestar7@yahoo.com 
Current Location: Singapore 
Memories of my School 
Days: Selling pancakes on 
Marathon Day! 

Update about My-
self:  Went back to the UK 
to complete my teritiary 
education, returned in 1998 
to start my teaching career 
and I still live here. 

Message for my 
Classmates: I’m not so 
reserved like I was at school 
so do drop a hello. 

UWCSEA 1983 - 1988
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Wendy Ann Holloway
UWCSEA 1983 - 1990

Nickname (while at 
UWCSEA): 
Wens, Wends, Wendos
Current Location:
 London, United Kingdom
Email: 
w_holloway@hotmail.com

Memories of my School Days: Having been at the 
school for 7 years there are so many memories….teachers – 
good and bad; Alas River trip; geography field trip to Malacca; 
I.B.; Asian Evenings; good friends; skiving P.E. regularly; “The 
Tables”; the aircon pool; chocolate covered doughnuts from the 
canteen; Mr. Watson; Project Week; my first crush; exams in 
the main hall; turquoise and brown uniforms; Mufti day; 1.2km 
runs around the school (torture); Sam and Sam. UWCSEA was a 
unique experience and I loved every minute of it!
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Update about Myself:  I’ve been enjoying life in London since 
1998 and have now made it my home base. I have spent most of my 
career working with not-for-profit organisations organising their con-
ferences and exhibitions, specialising in operations, systems processes 
and applied I.T. systems. I consciously left full time work in 2006 to 
achieve a better work-life balance and this was greatly assisted by the 
addition of a puppy to my household in 2008, which has taught me a 
lot about patience and calm! Having learned the importance of bal-
ance in life I will re-enter the world of full-time employment in Sep-
tember this year working for the International Society of Ultrasound 
in Obstetrics and Gynecology continuing to work within the associa-
tion, charity and not-for-profit industry that I love!

Message for my classmates: I have been looking forward to 
the reunion since it became a reality on Facebook a couple of years 
ago. There are so many old friends I can’t wait to catch up with! See 
you all in Singapore!
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Reunion 
2010

...20 years later
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Click here for more Reunion 2010! photos.

http://alumni.uwcsea.edu.sg/events/event_details.asp?id=32330


Friday, 27 August
Grand Hyatt





Saturday, 28 August
Hard Rock / Brewerkz





Sunday, 28 August
Memorial Tree Planting





Sunday, 28 August
BBQ Luncheon @ UWCSEA









Reunion 2010
 

27 - 29 August 2010
Singapore

uwcsea90@list.uwcsea.org
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United World College of South East Asia
1207 Dover Road
Singapore 139654
Tel: +65 6419 9319
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