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Focus of this presentation
• This talk focuses on the statisticians and
mathematicians in their personal lives more
than their professional lives.
• Many predate the field of statistics; they made
contributions to statistics via their respective
fields (agriculture, genetics, nursing, etc).
• There are interesting tidbits of information I
want to give you along the way (marked with
an asterisk), so please remind me if I forget.

Aylmer* Fisher
Ronald _________
London
• Born 1890 in ____________
• Got a scholarship to Cambridge: BA in
astronomy first Wrangler in mathematics*
_________;
• Published his first scientific paper as an
undergraduate; showed a complicated
iterative formula as a form of
multidimensional geometry
• Helped form the Cambridge Eugenics Society*

R.A. Fisher
• Married Ruth Eileen Gratton Guinness in a
secret ceremony* when she was 17
• Tried to enlist for WWI but rejected due to his
poor eyesight
______________.*
• Spent the war years teaching math at public
schools; an awful experience; he got shorttempered with students who could not
understand what to him was obvious

R.A. Fisher
• Fisher worked different jobs using his
mathematical prowess until he was contacted
by the Rothamsted _______________
Agricultural
Experimental Station.
• This fertilizer company ran experiments and
had collected meticulous data for 90 years.
• Fisher was hired to make sense of the data,
thus beginning his famous “Studies in Crop
Variation” paper series.*

R.A. Fisher
• His Crop Variation papers were followed by his
book Design of Experiments.
• In 1925, he published the book Statistical
Methods for Research Workers,“ which was
like no other mathematical book before it.”*
• SMfRW became so popular, it went through
14 English-language editions and was
translated into French, German, Italian,
Japanese, Spanish and Russian.

R.A. Fisher
• In 1933, Fisher left Rothamsted and was
appointed Galton Chair of the Eugenics
department at University College, London,
after Karl Pearson retired from that position.
• Received plenty of recognition, including
knighthood in 1952
• He spent the last years of his life conducting
research in Australia until his death in 1962.

Karl Pearson
London .
• Born Carl Pearson in 1857 in ________
• Went to Cambridge on a
scholarship and earned the rank
of third wrangler.
• Became enamored with the ideas
Karl Marx and thus changed
of _________
the spelling of his own first name.
• Went to Germany and earned a Ph.D. in
Political Science , writing books on the
_______________
subject.*

Karl Pearson
• Appointed professor of mechanics and applied
mathematics at University College, London.
• Authored the Grammar of Science* in 1892
“standard deviation” in 1893
• Coined the term _________________
• Influenced by the famous scientist Sir Francis
Galton*
• Pearson formulated the idea of the
distribution, which modified almost all of
science.

Karl Pearson
• Pearson set up his own laboratory at
University College London where he employed
“calculators.”*
• Pearson, with his contemporaries, founded a
new scientific journal to apply Pearson’s ideas
to biological data, thus establishing the
world’s first statistical journal Biometrika
which is still in publication today.*

Fisher vs. Pearson
• Held a long, bitter and very public dispute
which began in 1917.*

William Sealy Gosset
• Born 1876 in Canterbury
_________ , England.
• Studied Chemistry and
Mathematics at Oxford.
• Worked for the Guinness brewery in Dublin as
a chemist
• Used a method of statistics to produce more
consistent beer*
• Convinced Guinness brewery to send him to
study statistics under Karl Pearson for one year

W.S. Gosset
• Discovered the Student’s t test.*
• Married the captain of the English
Ladies Hockey Team.
• Had a friendly relationship with
both Fisher and Pearson.
Sometimes, he was a mediator between them.
• Described as a kind and thoughtful colleague
who was sensitive to the emotional problems
of others.
• Died at the age of sixty-one*

Florence Nightingale
• Called the “Lady of the ______”.
Lamp Why?
• Statistics played an important role in
her life’s work: nursing
• English by birth; born 1820 in Florence, Italy
• Educated first by a governess and then by her
Cambridge-educated father
• Let’s watch a short video clip
(“Florence Nightingale: Joy of Stats (3/6)” –
available on YouTube by Learn with the Open
University)

David Blackwell
• Born in 1919 in Illinois
• Attended an integrated school
in Centralia*
• As a child, he had mixed feelings towards
mathematics*
• Entered the Univ. of Illinois, Urbana
Champaign at the age of 16, obtained his BA in
three years,
22 , also
• Earned his Ph.D. in Statistics at age ___
from UIUC

David Blackwell
• Awarded a prestigious one-year
post-doc at Princeton but his
race led to problems*
• While a post-doc, he applied for faculty
positions at all 105 Black institutions, knowing
he would not be hired by any White
Institution. *
• Taught at several black colleges until his
appointment at Howard University in 1944

David Blackwell
• Became Head of the Department of
Mathematics at Howard University; worked
there for 10 years
• Courted by UC Berkeley again. Accepted the
position, becoming the first Black tenured
professor there.*
• Married his wife the same year as his
appointment.*
• Blackwell died in 2010 at the age of 91 at his
home in Berkeley

David Blackwell
Blackwell “mentored 65 doctoral
students in his career. ‘Why do
you want to share something
beautiful with somebody else?’ he
said in Mathematical People. ‘It's
because of the pleasure he will
get, and in transmitting it, you
appreciate its beauty all over
again.’ “
- The Washington Post

Wilder Tukey
John _______

•
•
•
•

• Born in Bedford, MA in 1915
• An only child, Tukey was a
prodigy.*
Home-schooled until college – both his parents
were secondary school teachers*
Formal education began in college
Earned a B.Sc. and an M.Sc. in Chemistry from
Brown University
Earned a doctorate in math from Princeton at
23
age ______*

J.W. Tukey
• Joined the faculty at Princeton*
• This being not enough to absorb
his energies, he also started
working for AT&T Bell Laboratories.
• Married Elizabeth Louise Rapp in 1950*
• Tukey died in 2000 in Princeton, NJ.
• He left his collection of books (14,000 in all!)
to his first alma mater Brown University.
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Thank you for your
attention and
participation!

