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Jay R. Howard is the dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at Butler 
University. His most recent book is titled Discussion in the College Classroom: 
Getting Your Students Engaged and Participating in Person and Online (Jossey-Bass, 
2015). 

Thirty years of research in the scholarship of 

teaching and learning in higher education have 

demonstrated that when students are engaged 

in the classroom, they learn more. 

In most college classrooms students are not 

required to pay attention. The real norm is paying 

civil attention—or creating the appearance of 

paying attention. Why can students get away with 

only paying civil attention? The answer is that we 

as faculty let them. 



So what should we do?

















So how should we 

structure the course?





















Active Calculus



 Grand Valley State 
University

 Open Educational 
Resource

 Used for classroom 
activities

http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1010&context=books
http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1010&context=books
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Active Trigonometry



http://www.shawnahaider.com/
http://www.shawnahaider.com/


So what is class like?

























So what do students 

think?



I hated this format in the beginning but 

now I enjoy and like the format! I wish 

all classes were like this! I am usually 

not very good at math but I feel like I 

learned everything so well!



Here I have some videos of student 
comments on their experience.  They are 
available at my website but eliminated here 
because the file size was too large.



So what do you think?
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