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1. Tell us what you love about horticulture. 
The ability for horticulture to facilitate increased interactions between the public and plants is 
what I value most about it. This is especially true in urban areas where developmental pressures 
often prevent many from frequently accessing green spaces.  
 
 
2. Why and when did you get into horticulture? 
I began focusing on horticulture due to my research on "heritage" (aka "exceptional", "significant", 
champion, etc.) trees. My work in this realm began in 2014 as the Programs Director for Hawaii's 
oldest environmental nonprofit, The Outdoor Circle, where I devised ways to improve Hawaii's 
exceptional tree program. This practical experience has since been complemented by my 
graduate studies looking at ways to improve program mechanisms for these tree programs 
around the world.  
 
 
3. What inspired you to go into graduate school? 
Having identified deficiencies and a lack of standardization in Hawaii's exceptional tree program, 
graduate school provided the opportunity to research other programs of this nature and conduct 
studies to resolve these problems, with the ultimate goal of providing better conservation 
measures for these majestic trees.  
 
 
4. What is your goal after school? 
After graduate school, my goal is to remain in the academic field as a professor in  order to 
continue researching heritage tree program mechanism improvements, in addition to related 
urban forestry topics.  



 
 
5. What is your favorite plant? 
The Kapok tree (Ceiba pentandra) due to the many impressive exceptional tree specimens that 
are located throughout Hawaii. 
 
 
6.  What would you research if you had unlimited funds? 
With unlimited funds I would expand the scope of my dissertation research to include several 
more heritage tree case studies for additional countries at each geographic level (municipal, 
state/provincial and federal). This would allow the similarities and differences for heritage tree 
program mechanisms around the world to be compared and from this, produce a recommended 
framework that programs of this nature should consider adopting. 
 
 
7.  What has been the highlight of your graduate school experience so far? On the other hand, have 
you had any major research mishaps? 
The highlight of my graduate experience up until this point has been seen through the immense 
interest in the published research findings thus far. My goal entering graduate school was to 
derive solutions to the known problems within heritage tree programs and that outcome already 
seems to be transpiring. 
  
8.  Do you have any advice for incoming graduate students regarding their academic and/or personal 
life? 
There are three important things for any incoming graduate student to be mindful of. First, 
choose a research topic you are passionate about to ensure prolonged interest in this multi -year 
commitment. Second, select an advisor that you get along well with and is supportive of your 
research. Finally, be sure to take a breath and enjoy the graduate academic experience!  
  

 
  



 
  

  

 


