


Atlantic Canada’s 
economy: powered by 
increasing diversity
Population share, Atlantic Canada, 2021 (%)

• Women: 51%

• Indigenous peoples: 6%

• Immigrants: 6% 

• Black Atlantic Canadians: 2%

• Visible minorities: 7%

• Persons with disabilities: 35%

• 2SLGBTQ+: 5%

Source: Statistics Canada
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Rising immigration is contributing to 
a more diverse population

Source: Statistics Canada, Atlantic Economic Council

Visible minorities as a share of population (%)



Improving share of women 
employed in senior positions

Source: Statistics Canada

Share of women by select indicator (% of total)
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Lower share of visible minorities employed in 
management relative to population share

Source: Statistics Canada

Share of visible minority by select indicator (% of total)
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Diversity groups’ incomes improve but 
remain below median

Source: Statistics Canada

Median income as a share of median income for all workers (%)
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Median incomes for all 

diversity groups trail that for 

all workers in the Atlantic 

region and Canada

Women earned 23% less than 

men in 2021, but the gap has 

narrowed since 2016

Immigrant incomes are very 

close to the all-worker median 

in the region



Benefits of diversity and inclusion

Source: Deloitte

Competitiveness 
and exports

Profitability

Employee engagement and customer 
loyalty

Innovation and 
growth



Atlantic Economic Council Reports

• Looking Ahead: A Series on Atlantic Canada's Economic Landscape

• Diversity & Inclusion Report (February 2022)

• Diversity Review - Inclusion in Atlantic Canada (May 29, 2024)

• Assessing the Diversity of Business Ownership in Atlantic Canada (December 2024)

Key Resources

https://atlanticeconomiccouncil.ca/page/LookingAheadLandingPage
https://atlanticeconomiccouncil.ca/general/custom.asp?page=IndigenousDiversityFeb22
https://atlanticeconomiccouncil.ca/page/DRInclusionAtlCanMay2024
https://atlanticeconomiccouncil.ca/page/DiversityofBusinessOwnership2024


• Settlement Services for Newcomers in NB

• Atlantic Region Association of Immigrant Serving Agencies

• New Brunswick Multicultural Council

• Immigrant & Refugee Services Association of PEI

• Association for New Canadians NL

• Canadian Centre for Diversity and Inclusion (CCDI)

• Canadian Diversity Initiative

• The 50-30 Challenge

• Diversity Institute

Panelists Resources & Links

• Nova Scotia Works HR Toolkit

• Nova Scotia Works - Welcoming Workplaces

• Inspired to Hire

• Project Implicit - Take the Test

• The Gender Decoder

• Association for New Canadians

• Immigrant Services Association of NS

• Settlement Services for Newcomers in NB

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/corporate/promo/immigration/living-in-nb/settlement-services.html
https://araisa.ca/
https://nbmc-cmnb.ca/
https://www.irsapei.ca/
https://www.irsapei.ca/
https://ccdi.ca/
https://candiversity.com/
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/ised/en/50-30-challenge-your-diversity-advantage
https://www.torontomu.ca/diversity/
https://workplaceinitiatives.novascotia.ca/hr-toolkit
https://workplaceinitiatives.novascotia.ca/welcoming-workplaces
https://inspiredtohire.ca/
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html
https://gender-decoder.katmatfield.com/about
https://ancnl.ca/
https://isans.ca/
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/corporate/promo/immigration/living-in-nb/settlement-services.html


Atlantic Economic Council 

Visit AtlanticEconomicCouncil.ca 
to sign up now!

Become a Member

Atlantic Canada's premier independent economic research organization

Join today to receive immediate benefits for 
your organization and become part of a 

community that has been furthering economic 
progress in Atlantic Canada since 1954 

https://atlanticeconomiccouncil.ca/general/register_member_type.asp
https://atlanticeconomiccouncil.ca/general/register_member_type.asp
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