December 6, 2017

Oppose H.R. 1349, “Wheels Over Wilderness”

Dear Member of Congress:

On behalf of our millions of members and supporters, we urge you to OPPOSE H.R. 1349, the “Wheels
Over Wilderness” bill, when it is considered in House Committee on Natural Resources.

Since 1964, the Wilderness Act has prohibited mountain bikes from America’s National Wilderness
Preservation System, and the Act already permits the use of wheelchairs in wilderness. H.R. 1349 would
fundamentally change this bedrock environmental law by opening America’s 110 million acres of
wilderness areas to mountain bikes. This change would undermine the Wilderness Act, threaten
wilderness areas nationwide, and significantly affect the management and public enjoyment of
America’s wilderness to the detriment of the American people.

We support mountain biking on America’s public lands. Across the country, wilderness advocates and
mountain bicyclists have successfully worked together to develop proposals that preserve access to
important mountain bike trails and protect wilderness. We need more mountain bicycling opportunities
and we need more wilderness and, working together, we can achieve both. Unfortunately, these
collaborative efforts are threatened by H.R. 1349.

H.R. 1349 would undermine protection of America’s National Wilderness Preservation System, rewrite a
bedrock environmental law, jeopardize America’s 110 million acres of wilderness and imperil
collaborative work across the country. For these reasons, we urge the committee to reject this
legislation.
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