
 

 

29th March 

PRESS RELEASE 

British Nuclear Medicine Society Celebrates 50 years with an anniversary book release. 

The British Nuclear Medicine Society will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of the 

foundation of the Society during its Annual Spring Meeting in Birmingham.  To mark the 

occasion BNMS have published a book “A History of the Development of Radionuclide 

Studies in the UK” recording the research of pioneers in nuclear medicine, bringing together 

the history and scientific achievements in the UK over the past 50 years and more.  Nuclear 

medicine covers medical diagnostic investigational and therapeutic use of ‘unsealed’ 

radionuclides.    

The  BNMS  has  been  instrumental  in  promoting the   use   of   radionuclide   techniques   

in   the   investigation   of pathology  through  education,  research  and  guidelines on  the 

optimum   use   of   radiation   in   patients.   The   future   of   Nuclear Medicine   is   bright   

with   improved   imaging   resolution,   new radiopharmaceuticals    and    new    diagnostic    

and    therapeutic procedures many coming from the UK.    BNMS invites you to join the 

society, participate and take this vision forward. 

It  is  50  years  since  a  group  of  pioneering  nuclear  medicine  physicians  came  together  

at the Prince Alfred pub in Queensway, London to discuss how to take nuclear medicine 

forward in the UK- and the British Nuclear Medicine Society (BNMS) was born. Since the first 

use of radionuclides for patient treatment in 1948 Nuclear Medicine  showed  a  great  

potential  to  unravel  the  physiological  processes  in  health  and  disease. During  the  

relatively  short  50  year  period  since  the  BNMS  was  founded, there  has  been  immense 

changes  and  advances  in  the  speciality; from  a  scientific  curiosity  to  becoming  an  

indispensable diagnostic   and   therapeutic   tool.   The   BNMS   has   been   the   hub   for   

this highly   motivated multidisciplinary  group  of  people  which  from  the  start  included  

physicians,  scientists,  physicists, radio pharmacists, practitioners and nurses. This book is  a 

timely collection of articles outlining the scientific  advances  in  Nuclear  Medicine  told  by  

the  pioneers  themselves. The  book  is  a  journey through these exciting times and it is also 

a  collection of personal narratives, telling us the story of these  exciting  years  by  those  

who  have  themselves  been  instrumental in  advancing  and  shaping nuclear  medicine.  

The BNMS Annual Spring Meeting will take place at the fantastic ICC venue in Birmingham 

from 17th – 19th April 2016.   Hosting over 500 international delegates with 90 invited 

speaker both from the UK and overseas.  The launch of the book will take place at the Gala 

Dinner and Awards Ceremony  
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Notes to the Editors 

About The British Nuclear Medicine Society 

 The British Nuclear Medicine Society (‘BNMS’) is a registered charity whose 

multidisciplinary membership is open to everyone with an interest in nuclear 

medicine. 

 

 It is the only independent forum devoted to all aspects of nuclear medicine.   

 

 The Society is committed to safe practice and high quality standards throughout the 

United Kingdom.  As well as co-operating with other professional societies and 

interested bodies, the BNMS holds two scientific and educational meetings each year 

around the UK and through its committees, promotes education, good practice, 

organisational audit and quality assurance activities.  

 

 The Society produces  advice  for  purchasers  on  clinical  and  technical  

requirements  and  standards  for  nuclear medicine as well as responding to NICE on 

nuclear medicine issues. The BNMS also promotes the countrywide audit and quality 

assurance activities.  
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