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What is Early Awareness? 
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Why is Early Awareness Important? 
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And Why is NCAN Focusing on It? 



What Types of Early Awareness 

Programs Are There? 

ÅChildrenôs Savings Accounts 

ÅEarly Commitment programs  

ÅPromise scholarship programs  

ÅGEAR UP 

ÅInformational Campaigns 
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Early Awareness 

Resources 

ÅResearch Compendium: 

ïwww.collegeaccess.org/earlyawarenesspolicy  

ÅProgram Profiles: 

ïwww.collegeaccess.org/blog (EA Filter) 

ÅMiddle Grades Toolkit: 

ïwww.collegeaccess.org/EarlyAwarenessMiddle  

ÅGrades 9-10 Toolkit: 

ïwww.collegeaccess.org/Early_Awareness  

ÅComing Soon: Policy Briefs 

ïwww.collegeaccess.org/earlyawarenesspolicy 

 

http://www.collegeaccess.org/earlyawarenesspolicy
http://www.collegeaccess.org/blog
http://www.collegeaccess.org/EarlyAwarenessMiddle
http://www.collegeaccess.org/Early_Awareness
http://www.collegeaccess.org/earlyawarenesspolicy


Inversant 

Massachusetts 

ÅFocused on families and savings 

Å1,000 families, 1,200 students, and over 

$900,000 in savings 
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Washington State College Bound 
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Å91% of Eligible Students Sign Up 

ÅFirst recipients finish college this spring 

Åhttp://www.readysetgrad.org/college/college-

bound-scholarship-program 
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The Pittsburgh Promise 

ÅStudy in Program Design 

ïFour year college enrollment up 

ïOverall college enrollment flat 

ÅPartial scholarship with 2.5 GPA requirement 

Åhttp://www.pittsburghpromise.org 



Rhode Island GEAR UP 
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https://thecollegecrusade.org/tccri/ 

Independent Evaluation: 70% 

of Crusaders went on to 

college compared to 56% of 

matched comparison group. 



I Know I Can 

Columbus, Ohio 
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Director, Program 
Development  
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

25,000 
middle and 
high school 
students 

27 Board Members 

33 Staff Members 

16 AmeriCorps Guides 

>400 Volunteers 
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IKIC 2020 BOLD GOALS 

Goal #1 

Increase the number 
of students enrolling 

in college   

пн҈ Ҧ сн҈  

Goal #2 

Increase the number 
of students persisting 

in college 

ст҈ Ҧ тн҈ 

Goal #3 

Increase the number 
of students 

graduating from 
college 

ор҈ Ҧ пл҈ 
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IKIC Programs & Services 
Get Ready 

ωL Yƴƻǿ L /ŀƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪ  
 

ωAmeriCorps Ohio College 
Guides 
 

ωNaviance College and Career 
Readiness Curriculum 
 

ωFinancial Aid Education 
 

ωSave Smart, Jr.  
 

ωBlueprint:College  

Get In 

ωOne-on-One Advising  
 

ωAmeriCorps Ohio College 
Guides 
 

ωNaviance College and Career 
Readiness Curriculum  
 

ωSave Smart 
 

ωFinancial Aid Education/ 
FAFSA Support 
 

ωCollege app and test fee 
waivers 
 

ωLYL/ DǊŀƴǘ ϧ CƻǳƴŘŜǊǎΩ 
Scholarship 

Get Through 

ωAmeriCorps Ohio College 
Guides serving as near-peer 
retention advisors on17 
campuses in Ohio 
 

ωSave Smart 
 

ωMentor U  

 

ωCollege Transition Workshops 

 

ωCampus Based  Lunch and 
Learn Workshops  

 

ωSummer Melt Texting 
Campaign  
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Early Awareness Programs & Services 

Naviance  
1-1 and 
group 

advising 

 

Blueprint:
College  
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NAVIANCE 
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NAVIANCE INVENTORIES 

ÅGoals: All 3 years 

ÅLearning Style Inventory: 7th grade 

ÅMultiple Intellligences: 8th grade 

ÅCareer Cluster: 7th grade 

ÅCareer Key: 8th grade 
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BLUEPRINT:COLLEGE 
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BLUEPRINT COLLEGE TODAY 

Middle School Version: Grades 6-8 

8 locations across the city 

3 sessions in a row 

About 800 families served last school year 

High School Version: Grades 9-11 

2 locations: Ohio State & Columbus State  

1 session for families to attend, twice during the academic year 

About 400 families served last school year 
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OUR PHILOSOPHY 

ÅFamily-ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘΣ άJust ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜέ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

ÅFor middle school, focused on what gets a middle 
school student to college: Academics, Attendance, 
Behavior, and College Knowledge. 

ÅPartnering and parenting for success. 

ÅFocus on negotiating the ins and outs of a large 
district and making it work for the family. 
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άWǳǎǘ Lƴ ¢ƛƳŜέ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

6th Grade 

ωFocus is on creating 
a family discussion 
around college. 

ωThe basics around 
parenting, middle 
school and college 
knowledge 

7th Grade 

ωGet more 
specific. 

ωCollege Credit 
Plus, planning 
for high school 

ωCareers  

8th Grade 

ωGameplan for 
High School 

ωInternship, 
career 
exploration 
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Middle School Curriculum 

College Bound 

ωBasic college 
admissions info 

ωFocus on IKIC 
services 

ωParental 
engagement 

 

Get Smart 

ωAcademic 
Information 

ωNaviance 
Inventories 

Money 
Matters 

ωBasic Financial 
Aid 

ωSavings 

ωFinancial Literacy 

ωLoans 

ωIDAs 
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Take-Aways 

Reflection 

ωParenting 

ω{ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
development 
personally and 
academically. 

ωChoices as a 
family 

Information 

ωSchool district 

ωCollege 
admissions and 
financial aid  

ωNaviance 

 

Goal Setting 

ωAcademic 

ωPersonal  

ωFinancial 
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ATTITUDES, BELIEFS AND VALUES 

 

IMPACT #1: Sizable gains in parentôs knowledge about  

college costs and student aid options. 
 

ÅNearly 62% of parents believed that college students pay the full cost of 

attendance, before participating in Blueprint:College. 

 

ÅBy the end of program, 87% of parents came to understand that ñmost 

students who go to collegeò do NOT pay the full cost of attendance (ȹM 

= - 0.48) but use various aid options. 
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I EXPECT MY CHILD TO EARN A 4-YEAR 
COLLEGE DEGREE 

0
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40

60

80

100

% of Parents

Pre-Test

Post-Test

31% 

62% 


