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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By John T. Cardillo, Esq.

Moving the ball forward
We have come a long way from the lobby at St. George and the Dragon. Local Bar lore has it that forty years ago, our local bar association’s leadership
was informally appointed by the few members in attendance in the lobby
at that venerated Naples restaurant. Over the course of four decades our
organization has blossomed from fifty (plus) practicing members into a thriving association of over 800 members and five sections. We also have the
Collier County Bar Foundation which is financially viable and contributes
to our community.
Our success was brought about through strong leadership over the past decades. Nowhere is that more evident than in the service of Sonia Diaz, our
immediate past president. Sonia is as organized, diligent and thoughtful as
anyone I have had the opportunity to work with. In addition, Lisa Mead, our
executive director, and her staff, including Julianne Gilmore (who has been
working with us now for four years), go above and beyond to ensure that our
organization is run professionally and flawlessly.

“ ... I am looking
forward to this
year, not only
to celebrate our
history, but to
build toward
the next
generation.”

Our members are what make our organization successful. We are well represented throughout the State of Florida by our Board of Governors representative, Laird Lile. For almost a decade Carlo Zampogna has provided
dedicated service to the Young Lawyer’s Board of Governors. When you
speak to other members of other bar associations you quickly realize that
we have a reputation as an organization that punches above our weight for
our size. This can be seen especially in our members’ involvement in the
Lawyer Referral Service, which is run as profitably and successfully as other
organizations much larger than ours.
Keeping our strong provenance in mind I am looking forward to this year,
not only to celebrate our history, but to build toward the next generation.
So, let me hear from you. Call me (774-2229), email me (jtcardillo@ckblaw.
com), or stop me in court to share your story about our bar association, or
your ideas for tomorrow.
Here’s to moving the ball forward.
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LEGAL AID NOTES

By Jeffrey A. Ahren

Thank you for your support
Legal Aid would like to thank all those patrons, sponsors, award winners, donors, and ticket
holders who attended and helped make this year’s 7th Annual Barrister’s Bash a great
success. This year’s Bash was held on May 7, 2015 at the Naples Hilton and was completely
sold out with more than 300 guests in attendance.
Legal Aid especially wishes to thank the Barrister’s Bash Steering Committee and its
Chairperson, Ms. Lisa Mead, for its leadership and tireless work over the past six months.
This event simply could not happen without the Committee members’ help and we are
grateful for their support.
Thank you to the Bash’s Honorary Chairperson, Mr. Alan Horton, for his support and
thought-provoking remarks at the Bash. (Mr. Horton’s remarks are published in this edition
of Adverse Witness. –Ed.) We are appreciative of Mr. Horton’s support of Legal Aid and all
he does in our community.
Many thanks to the 20th Judicial Circuit Judges for your endearing letter of support and all
that you do to promote equal justice in our courtrooms and in the community.
Legal Aid Service of Collier
County is committed to working
alongside the private bar and
membership of CCBA to make
the Collier Lawyers Care pro
bono attorney program the best
of its kind in the State of Florida.
Two immediate goals they want
to achieve are increasing the
number of pro bono volunteer
attorneys in the CLC program,
and expanding public awareness
about CLC and the impact Legal
Aid Service of Collier County
has on the community by offering free civil legal services to
the underserved population of
Collier County. To learn more
about LASCC and Collier Lawyers Care, contact Mr. Jeffrey A.
Ahren or Ms. Karenin Hache at
(239) 298-8143; email khache@
legalaid.org.

Thank you to Mr. Greg Champeau, Esq., Mr. Shawn Seliger, Esq., and Mr. Jonathan Tolentino,
Esq., recipients of Legal Aid’s Attorney of the Month awards.
Legal Aid also wishes to thank our auctioneers, Rep. Kathleen Passidomo and Council
Member Bill Barnett for their wonderful job overseeing the live auction on the night of the
Bash.
Legal Aid is also grateful to Kelley Geraghty Price, Esq., for assisting us with the launch of
the “Circle of Justice” annual membership program, and to John P. Cardillo, Esq., and Ed
Cheffy, Esq., for their gracious remarks and support from the podium as well.
This year’s Bash featured both silent and live auctions, as well as a raffle item, and the
introduction of Legal Aid’s new Circle of Justice membership program. Legal Aid was proud
to recognize the CCBA Trial Lawyer Section with the Denny Crane Award, for their “Legally
Blonde” gift basket, as the most creative basket of the Bash. We also recognized Ms. Tammy
Nicola with the Gordon Gekko Award for her “Naples Stay-cation” Basket, which raised the
most money of any gift basket with a winning bid of $500.
We would like to thank all the other sponsors for this year’s Bash for their generous support:
Title Sponsor
Huntington Private Client Group
Visionary Sponsors
Musca Law
Wilson & Johnson

Ambassador Sponsor
Quarles & Brady LLP

Leadership Sponsors
Bond, Schoeneck & King PLLC
Cheffy Passidomo, PA
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Cummings & Lockwood LLC
Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP
Northern Trust
Robins Kaplan LLP
Roetzel & Andress
Salvatori, Wood, Buckel, Carmichael & Lottes
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Register for any event
through Lisa Mead.
Phone: 239-252-8711
lmead@colliercountybar.org
www.colliercountybar.org.

JULY
3 CCBA Offices Closed in observance of the Independence Day holiday
8 Trial Lawyers Board Meeting
Sushi Thai
12:00 p.m.
14 Young Lawyers Board Meeting
Mr. Tequila’s
12:00 p.m.

AUGUST
Event Policy
It is the policy of the
Collier County Bar
Association to request
that all reservations for
our events are placed at
least two days prior to
the event.
We are always willing
to accommodate our
members; however, event
sites must order food two
days prior to an event.

11 Young Lawyers Board Meeting
Mr. Tequila’s
12:00 p.m.
12 Trial Lawyers Board Meeting
Sushi Thai
12:00 p.m.
27 Triar’s Club Roast of Mike McDonnell
Inn on Fifth
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
TL Members - $30; Non-members - $25

Also, it is the policy
of the Collier County
Bar Association to
issue refunds ONLY if
a member cancels a
reservation two days
prior to an event. If a
member cancels the day
before, or the day of an
event, a refund will not be
issued.
We appreciate your
consideration of this
policy.
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GUEST EDITORIAL

By Alan Horton
Honorary Chairperson, 2015 Barrister’s Bash

Key address, Barrister’s Bash
What follows is a transcript from Alan Horton’s keynote address given at the Collier County
Barrister’s Bash on May 7, 2015.
Thank you, Carol, for that generous introduction. The truth is that I am not a lawyer, preacher, comedian, cheerleader or professional fundraiser. In short, I have no clue why I am here.
That does not mean that I don’t have something to say.
I admit to having experience telling stories and asking relevant and sometimes uncomfortable questions. Here’s a story I can’t verify.
Once upon a time, a Pope died and was expeditiously ushered into Heaven by St. Peter
who led him to a neat and pristine cottage. Then, the Pope noticed a gleaming mansion
on a hill at the end of the road.
“I don’t want to complain,” the Pope said. “But, I was a Pope. I’m surprised that a Pope
doesn’t rate something more than a cottage – something more like the home on the hill.”
“Well,” said St. Peter. “Your Holiness, we have many Popes here, but only one lawyer.”
(That one lawyer must have been a Legal Aid or pro bono attorney ad litem. And, that
Pope certainly wasn’t Pope Francis’ role model.)
I think it’s fair to say that we’ve already honored here this evening some pretty good candidates for Heaven including at least four lawyers plus St. Bill Barnett.
Let me tell you another story – a true, local story with a rarer than it could or should be
happy ending. So far. The story is not over.

“ ... If we have the
collective will,
we can muster
the resources to
teach the nation
how to deal
with changing
demographics
and cultures...”

When Carlos (not his real name) was in the fifth grade here and about 12 years old, and
his mom was sent to jail, he and his siblings, all U.S. born, were sent to Mexico by DCF’s
recommendation. After his mother’s release, she was deported.
For three years, Carlos tried to stay out of the clutches of drug cartels and dared not attend school. At age 15, he escaped the cartels and made his way to the border where he
talked his way through border guards’ interrogations and took a bus to Naples.
He slept on various couches for three months, presented himself to DCF and asked for
foster care. He went before a judge and somehow knew to ask for an attorney. Sara Pacheco, then a Legal Aid attorney, became his attorney ad litem and trusted mentor.
She helped him tell the judge about his wishes, helped him maintain a relationship with
a brother here, find placement in a group home and get tested at school after no one at
school listened to his plea for help. School officials were happy with his school work but
he was not. The evaluation uncovered a minor learning disability and he got the help
he needed. He performed better in school and became a mentor to other students in his
group home, winning multiple monthly awards for helping others.
Now 19, a determined and charismatic Carlos has elected to stay in extended foster care
so that he can receive care or financial assistance if he needs it until he is 21 so long as he
pursues his education or a career. He’s doing both.
Once Carlos re-enrolled in school, he quickly made up for his lost years and soon will earn
his G.E.D. He is deciding which trade school to attend. He has his own apartment, two
part-time jobs, a donated car and a plan to buy insurance so he can use the car.
DCF, Guardian Ad Litem and Legal Aid worked together for his benefit. My question is
See “Alan Horton,” page 7
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Alan Horton address from page 6
what if Legal Aid had been asked to help when Carlos was
12? Would he have been sent to Mexico? I hope not and I
think not. He was born here, and he did not want to leave.

of which were farmed out to pro bono attorneys. Legal Aid
has a total of 180 vetted local attorneys who have agreed to
consider pro bono cases.

Last Friday evening, I was touched by the acceptance speech
of Stan Applebaum, the Naples Daily News’ 2015 Citizen of
the Year. Mr. Applebaum spent his childhood in orphanages
and foster homes, felt forgotten, frustrated and angry, according to the newspaper’s Saturday morning story. Decades
later, he founded the Foster Care Council of SWFL, now the
Friends of Foster Children in SWFL.

Of those 3,431 cases, Legal Aid closed a third of them – 1,161
cases – last year. Of those, 861 or 74 percent involved households with a total of 1,947 minor children. Add the open cases,
and who knows how many children were involved. Please
note: About one of three Legal Aid cases involved services
to undocumented immigrants. Some people grumble about
that but not I. So many children are involved, and serving their
needs is the right thing to do.

“There are a lot of children and families who find it extremely difficult to access services,” Mr. Applebaum explained. He
said 80 percent of parents whose children are removed to
foster care did not receive adequate support and treatment
for their own illnesses and addictions and were living in crippling poverty.
He said 70 percent of the children who age out of foster
care wind up in jail; 50 percent become homeless, 75 percent need mental health or substance abuse treatment and
42 percent become teen parents. I did not verify his facts but
he seemed certain of them.
His final observation should haunt us as much as it haunts
him: “I’m often asked how many children and families I have
helped during the past 25 years, but the question should
be how many children and families have I not been able to
help?”
Amen to that. In my opinion, it should always be about good
outcomes for all kids, above all else. We can’t just say “too
bad” when children fail.
The other day, I learned from Jeff Ahern, Legal Aid’s development director, and Carol O’Callaghan, Legal Aid’s managing
attorney, that more often than not for Legal Aid, it is about
good outcomes for kids.
Remember, Legal Aid Service of Collier County handles a wide
variety of civil cases for low-income clients – cases involving
public benefits including Social Security, unemployment and
veterans’ benefits; domestic violence including victims seeking injunctions; immigration including immigrant victims of violent crimes and individuals seeking asylum or temporary protected status; housing for those facing foreclosure or eviction;
family law for clients facing divorce, custody and support issues; children who have been abused, neglected, abandoned,
educationally deprived or misclassified; tax controversies; and
a range of other legal matters including bankruptcy, landlordtenant disputes, employment law, unpaid wages, credit and
collections, wills, probate, wage garnishment.
I have some numbers that should not put you to sleep and
will help us get a handle on all of this. Last year, Legal Aid’s
17 staffers including lawyers, paralegals and others in Naples
and Immokalee handled a record 3,431 cases only about 150

Let me be clear. Thousands of our children are falling or being
pushed into the cracks, with far too many missing safety nets
even though there are more nets than ever.
Maybe some here tonight don’t know that there are 45,000
students in Collier’s public and charter schools from kindergarten through grade 12. More than three of five qualify for
free or reduced-price lunches; more than three of five are minorities; one of eight requires special education; school psychologists are swamped.
Now, here’s the kicker. Superintendent Kamela Patton says
680 of our public school students are homeless, and some
say that’s good news because just five years ago the number
was more than 1,400 when the economy was in the tank. But,
no matter how you cut it, 680 homeless children is a disturbing fact. If you put them all in one place, it would take a high
school auditorium – and maybe a gym – to hold them.
OK. By now I may have gotten you discouraged, so it’s time for
a pep talk. Thanks to the hard work of teachers, administrators, counselors and the dozens of children-related charities,
various government entities, business and civic groups and
thousands of volunteers, four of five of our students graduate,
mostly from A and B-rated schools.
That’s far better than the graduation rate and school ratings we
used to have or that the state as a whole now has. I’ll bet that
we all, working together, can do much better so that nearly all
of our students have the kinds of outcomes they will need to
be successful adults, in every sense of that word.
If we have the collective will, we can muster the resources to
teach the nation how to deal with changing demographics and
cultures and do whatever it takes to overcome achievement
gaps and put each child on a path to college or career.
So, where do we start? One stat that worries me is tied to our
3,500 four-year-olds. Only about 2,500 are enrolled in statefunded voluntary pre-kindergarten. Sadly, hundreds of those
2,500 in pre-kindergarten will not be fully ready for kindergarten at age five, and many hundreds of children not attending
VPK at all are the ones who need it the most.
Here’s the thing: Children who start kindergarten behind are
continued page 12
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BULLETIN BOARD
Got news?
Contact Lisa Mead by
calling 252-8711 or
drop an email
line to lmead@
colliercountybar.org

CLASSIFIED
OFFICE FOR RENT: Attorneys (5) and other professional (1) with one corner executive
office to rent. Attractive building/offices in
great location at Pine Ridge and Airport Rd.,
Naples, FL. Space for an assistant, shared
conference room with law library, reception
area and kitchen is included for $875 per
month. Call 239-593-1444.
OFFICES FOR LEASE in Park Central
Court (Airport/Pine Ridge). Available: 1
large corner office with additional direct
access- $750 per month and 1 regular office- $550 per month. Includes shared use
of conference room, kitchen and common
areas with existing Attorneys (5) and staff.
Call Al for more info at 596-9522.

Inclusion
Policy
If you are a CCBA member
in good standing and you’ve
moved, been promoted, hired an
associate, taken on a partner, or
received an award, we’d like to
hear from you. Talks, speeches
(unless they are of national
stature), CLE presentations and
political announcements are
not accepted. In addition, we
will not print notices of honors
determined by other publications
(e.g., Super Lawyers, Best
Lawyers, etc.).
Notices must be submitted in
writing and limited to 100 words;
they are printed at no cost to
members and are subject to
editing. E-mail your notice to
lmead@colliercountybar.org.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE in prime location on Tamiami Trail near Pine Ridge Road
in AV firm, very high quality finishes, share
conference rooms and reception, photocopy, kitchen, library, litigation referrals
possible. Call 263-9812 for viewing.
CIVIL LITIGATOR NEEDED for mid-sized
law firm in downtown Naples. Applicant
must have at least three years experience
in all aspects of construction litigation. Submit resume and writing samples to info@
holmeskurnik.com.

POSITION AVAILABLE: AV-rated law firm
specializing in Trusts and Estates, Real Estate, General Business and Litigation seeking five year experienced Trusts and Estates
associate or senior lateral partner. Excellent benefits and working atmosphere.
Please submit inquiries and professional
resume to wbrandes@garlaw.com.
ASSOCIATE SOUGHT: The Naples office
of Quarles & Brady LLP is seeking a Trusts
& Estates associate with 2 to 5 years of experience in all aspects of Trusts & Estates.
Applicant must have an LL.M. and possess
strong analytical and writing skills and the
ability to work independently. Please send
resume to maureen.mcgovern@quarles.
com.
POSITION AVAILABLE: Growing litigation
and business law firm in Naples seeks associate attorney, with minimum of five years
of litigation experience preferred. Real
estate closing experience helpful, but not
required. Must be self-motivated, aggressive and ready to grow with our firm. Salary
commensurate w/experience. Send resume
to Julie Joiner at jjoiner@blountlaw.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The following attorneys were recently elected (on April 14, 2015) to the Executive Committee
of the Thomas S. Biggs American Inn of Court, They will hold these positions from May 2015
through April 2016:
President – Ed Larsen of Edward L. Larsen, Esq., P.A.
President-Elect – Yale Freeman of Yale T. Freeman, P.A.
Treasurer – Jim Boatman of The Boatman Law Firm, P.A.
Secretary – Nick Mizell of Cheffy Passidomo, P.A.
Immediate Past President – Basil Bain of The Bain Law Firm P.L.
Membership Chair – Katy Esquivel of Esquivel Law, Chartered
Program Chair – Chris Donovan of Roetzel & Andress LPA
CLE Coordinator - Bob DeMarco of Treiser & Collins, P.L.
Member-at-Large – Adria Silva of The Law Office of Adria Lynn Sylva, LLC
The Honorable Janeice Martin will also continue to serve in the role of Judicial Liaison as a
non-voting member of the board.
continued next page

Page 8

Adverse Witness, July-August 2015

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Center for International Legal Studies, in cooperation
with law faculties in Eastern Europe and the former republics of
the Soviet Union, will offer short-term appointments to as many
as 100 senior lawyers from Common Law countries in spring and
autumn 2015. A “senior lawyer” has accumulated at least 15 years
of significant practice experience in the area in which he or she
proposes to lecture. The term of teaching may be from two to
six weeks and the length of appointment and dates of teaching
are subject to negotiation between the appointee and the host
university. The subject areas are not limited, but there is special
interest in corporate and business law, intellectual property, litigation, arbitration, and criminal procedure. The purpose of the
seminars will be to introduce particular areas of Common Law
legal systems to the law students and the junior faculty of the
host university. These faculty appointments are not remunerated, and the appointee is responsible for his or her travel. The
host university will assist with lodging. A one-week orientation
seminar in Salzburg, Austria, is mandatory prior to assumption
of the appointment. Pre-appointment interviews are mandatory
and will be conducted via Skype video conference. For further
details visit www.seniorlawyers.net or www.cils.org/sl/.
The national law firm of Quarles & Brady LLP today announced
that the firm’s Naples office has received the 2015 “FamilyFriendly Business” designation from the Naples Alliance for
Children (NAFC). Quarles & Brady’s Naples office has received
this honor every year since the NAFC began recognizing local
businesses 17 years ago. NAFC’s Family-Friendly Business designation recognizes local businesses according to established
criteria, including workplace policies and programs that assist
employees in raising their children. Family-oriented policies and
benefits in the workplace are often critical factors in the evaluation of employment opportunities, representing a competitive advantage to employers who need to compete for highly
qualified members of the labor force. Family-friendly workplace
programs pay dividends by attracting and helping to retain the
best employees, leading to higher productivity; better employee
morale; reduced turnover, absenteeism, and tardiness; and reduced stress-related health costs.
Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP is pleased to announce that David
A. Ruben has joined the firm as an estate planning associate in
its Naples office. Mr. Ruben focuses his practice in the area of
estate planning. He has considerable experience creating and
implementing sophisticated asset protection structures for high
net worth clients, and reviewing new and existing trust agreements for tax and administrative issues. Mr. Ruben also advises
trust officers and management across a broad range of trust and
fiduciary matters, and drafts wills, revocable trusts and other estate planning documents.
Olyvia Eldridge, Office Administrator in the Florida office of
Cummings & Lockwood LLC, has been selected to chair Relay
For Life of Naples 2016. Ms. Eldridge is on the American Cancer
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continued from page 8
Society’s Collier Volunteer Leadership Board, and has been an
active volunteer for almost 20 years. Relay For Life of Naples
2016 will be held April 15-16 and Ms. Eldridge welcomes all interested volunteers to join her on the 2016 event committee.
Each year at the annual convention, The Florida Bar recognizes
attorneys with 50 years of membership in the organization. This
year, our own Patrick Coughlan was one of the honorees. Mr.
Coughlan practiced law for the first 25 years of his career, but
has spent the last 25 as a mediator. He currently is a mediator-arbitrator at Conflict Solutions. He is a pioneer in the ADR
process for complex disputes and often travels throughout the
country mediating cases involving multi-party construction, catastrophic cases, mass tort and insurance issues.
The Collier County Women’s Bar Association would like to congratulate our members recently recognized by the Florida Association of Women Lawyers (FAWL). Please join us in congratulating Sonia Diaz, The Honorable Janeice T. Martin and Carol
O’Callaghan for their well-deserved honor!
Judge Lauren L. Brodie was named Woman Lawyer of the Year
by the Collier County Women’s Bar Association (CCWBA). The
CCWBA Woman Lawyer of the Year award is presented annually to a female lawyer who has excelled in her career, overcome
stereotypes and promoted the status of women in the legal profession. Additionally, Judge Brodie was one of six women recognized last month as an Extraordinary Woman Leader in the State
of Florida by the Florida Association for Women Lawyers. This
award highlights the accomplishments of women lawyers who
have displayed vision, courage and passion in their community.
Judge Brodie was chosen for her dedication and commitment
in creating Drug Free Collier where she served as its first President from 2005-2009. Judge Brodie currently serves on Drug
Free Collier’s Leadership Council. Judge Brodie participates
in many civic and law related activities in the community and
has actively volunteered with mock trial competitions and other
law-related activities and education.
Michael D. Nieman has joined the law firm of Klaus Doupé, PA.
an associate attorney. Michael began his career in 2000 with
the Kings County (Brooklyn) District Attorney’s Office as an Assistant D.A.; since then, he has worked as a prosecutor handling
hundreds of felony and misdemeanor cases. He also served as
the felony drug court prosecutor in Berrien County MI, where
he prosecuted felony drug cases and handled asset forfeiture,
felony and domestic violence cases. In Naples since 2008,
Michael has worked in the State Attorney’s office for the 20th
Circuit Court and assisted in the formation of the Domestic Violence Court for Collier County serving as prosecutor, and then
joined the Attorney General’s Office of Statewide Prosecution
(OSP) in Ft. Myers. Michael will utilize his experience as a prosecutor in handling important family law matters for the clients
of Klaus Doupé PA.
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Legal Aid Notes from page 4
Partner Sponsors
American Inns of Court
Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.
Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur LLP
Rebecca Zung-Clough, PLLC
Advocate Sponsors
Anna L. Bryant, Esq.
Ave Maria School of Law
The Arlington
Beverly L. Brennan, P.A.
Coleman, Yovanovich & Koester, P.A.
CNL Bank
Dal Lago Law
Law Offices of Donald P. Day
DeVoe Automotive Group
Sonia M. Diaz, Esq.
The Law Office of Michelle L. Hill
Greg T. Holtz, Esq.
Law Office of Sharon M. Hanlon
Markham Norton Mosteller & Wright
McDonnell Trial Law
The McMorrow Law Firm, P.A.
Moorings Park
The Naples Trust Company
Patrick Neale & Associates
Physicians Regional Healthcare System
Law Office of Sam J. Saad III, PA
Law Office of Shawn Seliger
Samouce & Gal, P.A.
Silverio & Hall PA
Tarnow Law Firm
Law Office of Tammy Strohl, PA
U.S. Legal Support
Law Office of Pieter Van Dien
Veritext
West, a Thomson Reuters business
Woods, Weidenmiller, Michetti & Rudnick
Wicker Smith O’Hara McCoy & Ford P.A.
Friend Sponsors
Gulf Coast Paralegal Association
Stephany S. Carr, Esq.

Legal Aid Service of Collier County proudly selects Rebecca
Vaccariello, Esq., as ‘Attorney of the Month’ for July, 2015.
Rebecca is an attorney in the litigation department of Salvatori,
Wood, Buckel, Carmichael & Lottes.
Rebecca is being honored for her many contributions and multifacted support of Legal Aid. She first became involved with
Legal Aid as a pro bono attorney. She has generously donated
her time to assist low income clients at clinic events – including
Legal Aid’s Celebrate Pro Bono Week Clinic in October and the
Spring Pro Bono Clinic in March. Rebecca has also furnished
her leadership to Legal Aid. She is a member of Legal Aid’s
Advisory Board, and is the Chair of the sub-committee on
Community Development. She has been instrumental in Legal
Aid’s efforts to launch a Medical – Legal Partnership in Collier
County. Rebecca has also generously supported Legal Aid
financially, and is a “Circle of Justice” member donor.
“We are so excited to be able to honor Rebecca as our ‘Attorney
of the Month’ for July,” states Carol O’Callaghan, Legal Aid’s
Managing Attorney. “She has made an immediate impact on
our program. Rebecca is an excellent leader, and she brings
great ideas and energy to our program. She is fully invested in
our mission and works hard to make a difference in the lives of
those less fortunate.” Please join Legal Aid in congratulating
Rebecca Vaccariello – Legal Aid’s ‘Attorney of the Month!’
B:7.25”
T:7”

S:6.5”

Dear Sam,
I thought we were in this together, but
apparently I was wrong.
You’ve been ignoring me for a while. We
don’t go for walks as often as we used to.
You barely eat anything green anymore.
And you don’t realize the daily pressure you
put me under. It’s just too much.

Sincerely,

Your Heart
Don’t let your heart quit on you. If you are living with high blood
pressure, just knowing and doing the minimum isn’t enough.
Uncontrolled high blood pressure could lead to stroke, heart attack or
death. Get yours to a healthy range before it’s too late.
Find out how at heart.org/BloodPressure

Check. Change. Control.™
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I QUIT!

B:10.25”
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Rebecca Vaccariello, Esq., named Attorney of the Month

S:9.5”

Thanks also to the Gallery on Fifth at Mercato for hosting our VIP
Party, and to In-Kind Sponsors Collier County Bar Association,
Collier County Bar Foundation, Toni Palumbo Photography and
the Hilton - Naples. Special thanks also to Media Sponsors
Florida Weekly and Naples Illustrated. Once again, thank you
to all those who helped over the previous months in making the
Bash such a great success. It is only through the support and
generosity of the Collier County legal community that Legal Aid
continues to thrive as Collier County’s only provider of free,
high-quality civil legal advice, representation and education to
the poor.

More information about the Bash, as well as pictures from the
event, please visit http://www.collierlegalaid.org/barristersbash.

100 Lawyers Giving Back
2015

Anonymous
Glenn Ballenger
Albert Batista
Victor Bayata
Marshall Bender
Jerry Berry
Steven Blount
James Bonaquist
Christopher Bray
Beverly Brennan
Lauren Brodie
David Budd
William Burke
S. Dresden Brunner
Brandon Bytnar
Curtis Cassner
Edward Cheffy
Allison Christensen
John Clough
Michael Corso
Katherine Cunningham
Tara Miller Dane
Donald Day
Kevin Denti
Sonia Diaz
Robin Doyle
Juan Escobar
Lawrence Farese
Michael Feldman
Thomas Franchino
Ann Frank
Yale Freeman
Nicole Goetz
Richard Grant
Sharon Hanlon
Frederick Hardt
Hugh Hayes
Travis Hayes
William Hazzard
Gregory Holtz
F. Edward Johnson
Henry Johnson
John Kehoe
Dale Klaus
Steve Kotler
Kristian Kraszewski
Andrew Krause
Robert Landon
Suzanne Lanier
Lisa Lipman
Edward Livingston
Michael McDonnell
Carson McEachern

Shannon McFee
Roger McMorrow
Thomas Maloney
Janeice Martin
Landon Miller
Nicholas Mizell
Mark Muller
Fred Mundie
William Myers
Patrick Neale
Ita Neymotin
Tamara Nicola
Kevyn Noonan
Jeff Novatt
James Nulman
James O’Leary
John Passidomo
Kathleen Passidomo
John Paulich
Alexander Peterson
Jessica Prats
Cathy Reiman
Ricardo Reyes
Kristen Rodger
Bradley Rothman
Dominick Russo
Sam Saad
N. Paul San Fillipo
Jeanne Seewald
Wayde Seidensticker
James Sloan
Mark Snitchler
Kimberly Spiker
Randall Spivey
Alfred Stashis
Robert Stommel
Scott Stone
Tammy Strohl
Herman Tarnow
Rebecca Vaccariello
Pieter Van Dien
George Vega, Jr.
Christopher Vernon
Beth Vogelsang
Richard Weldon
James Willis
Ted Wolfendale
Edward Wollman
Gregory Woods
Mark Woodward
Joseph Zaks
Rebecca Zung
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Remember when?
These photos were taken at the Collier County Bar
Association’s Installation of Officers in June 2008.

Judge Hayes swears in CCBA directors for 2008-09: Tamara
Nicola, Joe Foster, Tara Miller Dane, Sonia Diaz, Ed Koester, Jeanne Seewald, Sharon Hanlon and Immediate Past
President Kathleen Passidomo.

Helping Bill Keith celebrate his well-deserved Lion of the
Law award are (l-r) Scott Rowland, John P. Cardillo, Bill
Keith, Judge Daniel Monaco (a founding member of the
firm), Jim Bonaquist, John T. Cardillo and Christopher
Marsala.

Have You Considered Joining
Lawyer Referral Service?
If not, perhaps you should. During 2012
nearly 2,300 referrals were made and attorneys on our panels received more than
$223,000 in fees from clients referred by
the LRS. There are currently many panels
having four or fewer attorneys. This is a
great opportunity to grow your practice.
Questions, please contact Julianne Gilmore
at 239-252-8138 or jgilmore@colliercountybar.org.
Page 11

Alan Horton address continued from page 7
at serious risk of never catching up. We should be nurturing
our children from birth to five because the vast majority of
brain development happens in those years.
By not nurturing all of our children, we are failing all children.
When the unready students reach kindergarten, their teachers and other personnel must spend an inordinate amount of
time and energy on them, thus depriving others.
Longitudinal studies have shown that every dollar properly
spent on those very young kids saves from $7 to $17 down the
road because fewer children will drop out, abuse drugs and
alcohol, join gangs, go to jail, be unable to support themselves
and their families, and need public assistance over the long
haul.
We have much work to do. Let’s not lose focus on our fouryear-olds.
There are, of course, lots of causes of kids falling through the
cracks, not just inadequate nurturing in the first five years of
life. Legal Aid staff members deal with all of those causes every day. Here are some of the statistics they cite: In 2013 there
were 1,427 reports of domestic violence in Collier County, but
no one believes that statistic because domestic violence is
notoriously under-reported. From October 2012 through September 2013, Collier recorded 3,796 reports of maltreatment
of children.

three paralegals starting July 1 for child “rescues,” (my word,
not his.) “We must spend time for children to develop trust
in us and to build the kind of rapport to achieve positive outcomes,” Ahern said. He also praised United Way support.
I believe Maria Jimenez-Lara of the Wine Festival and Steve
Sanderson of United Way are here tonight. Let’s thank them.
As you all know only too well, most of the stories I would like
to tell must remain confidential to protect the privacy of the
children. But, based on some recent Legal Aid attorney ad litem cases, permit me to ask you several generic questions:
• What should a caring foster mother do if her foster child
has a complex, life-threatening medical condition and her
signature is not enough to cut through the red tape to get
life-saving treatment?
• What should a girl from a foreign country who suffered
repeated sexual abuse by multiple men in her local family
circle do to obtain legal residency and placement in foster
care?
• What should a child – who was kidnapped by a drug gang
in Central America but managed to flee, hungry and alone,
across Mexico, was detained at the border for months but
ended up with a Naples relative – do now that he or she is
facing deportation, back to cartel country?

Only 419 cases of maltreatment could be confirmed for lots
of reasons. Those confirmed maltreatment cases included
184 for neglect, 35 for physical abuse, 27 for sexual abuse and
173 so-called others. Only 109 of those maltreated children
were placed in foster care. Twenty nine of the 310 who were
not removed from their families were re-victimized within six
months.

• What about the repeatedly beaten and robbed lad, who
was struggling in Central America to support his ill mother,
and who was exploited by a coyote as he made his way to a
relative in our county, and who now faces deportation?

And, of the 3,377 maltreatment reports that were not confirmed by investigators the first time around in 2013, second
reports of maltreatment in some of those households led to
126 findings of maltreatment within six months of the first failure to confirm.

The answer is, “Call Legal Aid!” And, in each case, a Legal Aid
lawyer protected the kids.

The total number of children placed into foster care in the
most recent year for which I have statistics (April 2013 through
March 2014) was 391, with 187 children new to foster care in
that 12-month period. Most of those children need a lot more
than occasional contact with professionals.
Jeff Ahern and Carol O’Callaghan talk about their frustration
with triage when so many children need a full rescue. By that
they mean that they come into contact with so many needy
children that often the best they can do is sort out the critically needy from the rest so that more time can be devoted
to intensive focus on the needs of the most messed up kids.
Ahern heaps praise on the Naples Children and Education
Foundation (the Wine Festival folks) for providing a $365,000
grant that will permit Legal Aid to assign four attorneys and
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• What about the teen assault victim, undocumented, who is
willing to provide conclusive evidence against her attacker
but is afraid of deportation?

Thank you all for helping to support Legal Aid which is sustained by grants and your contributions. Legal Aid needs your
support more than ever as caseloads increase. And, if you
have not been vetted as an attorney ad litem, consider volunteering for a pro bono assignment.
Remember the story about the lawyer in heaven? Now is your
chance to help some of God’s children, our young neighbors
in need. Only God knows whether that service is a ticket to
Heaven.
An old friend of ours, may God rest her soul, used to raise a
glass before every meal. And, she definitely had not heard my
one lawyer in Heaven joke. Raise a glass with me and I’ll use
her toast: “If I have a ticket to Heaven and you don’t have one
too, then I’ll proudly give up my ticket to Heaven and go to
Hell with you!”
Thank you for your patience. I enjoyed being here with you.
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Claire and Dad
Cleveland, OH

Claire and Dad
Cleveland, OH

KILLER IN THIS COUNTRY, YET MANY PEOPLE DON’T

10.5 in.

STROKES ARE THE NUMBER-THREE

MORE OF THE BRAIN CAN BE SAVED IF A STROKE IS DETECTED

10.5 in.

EVEN KNOW WHAT THEY ARE. THEY DON’T KNOW THAT

AND TREATMENT IS RECEIVED IMMEDIATELY. STROKES BEGIN WHEN A

W H AT T O O K Y O U A L I F E T I M E T O L E A R N
CAN BE LOST IN MINUTES.
BLOOD VESSEL IN THE BRAIN BECOMES BLOCKED OR BURSTS. BLOOD FLOW

IS CUT OFF. TISSUE IS STARVED FOR OXYGEN, AND PARTS OF THE BRAIN DIE.

IF NOT TREATED QUICKLY, ABILITIES AND PRODUCTIVE LIFE CAN BE

LOST. YOUR BRAIN IS YOUR MOST PRIZED POSSESSION.

GUARD IT WITH YOUR LIFE.

Take time to

be a dad today.

Take time to

W I T H A S T R O K E , T I M E L O S T I S B R A I N L O S T.

be
a dad today.
fatherhood.gov

If you suddenly have or see any of these symptoms, call 9-1-1 immediately: Numbness or
weakness of the face, arm or leg, especially on one side of the body • Confusion, trouble
speaking or understanding • Difficulty seeing in one or both eyes • Trouble walking,
dizziness, loss of balance or coordination • Severe headache with no known cause

877-4DAD411
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fatherhood.gov

©2004 American Heart Association
Made possible in part by a generous grant from The Bugher Foundation.
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NOTE TO PUB: DO NOT PRINT INFO BELOW, FOR ID ONLY. NO ALTERING OF AD COUNCIL PSAs.
American Stroke Association - Magazine - (7 x 10) 4/C - ASNYR2-N-01065-J “Lifetime” 120 line screen
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Please support our advertisers.
They make your newsletter
possible!
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We recently asked members to have their children submit
drawings to be printed on the shirts at the annual Race Judicata.
We received submissions from two very talented artists.
We had some technical difficulties with the printer and could
not use the designs. We decided to feature them here, instead,
so that all of our members could enjoy them.

Puttin ’ it on the ’ fridge.

Thank you, Mia Ringhofer and Annabella Zampogna.
We are pleased to have such budding artists in our CCBA family.

Adverse Witness, July-August 2015
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The Collier County
Bar Foundation
acknowledges the
generous sponsors
who make this event
possible.
GOLD SPONSORS
Coleman, Hazzard & Taylor
FineMark National Bank & Trust
Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.
Kotler Law Firm, P.L.
Laird A. Lile, P.A.
Roetzel & Andress, LPA
Weldon & Rothman, PL
Wicker Smith
Zung Clough, PLLC
Silver Sponsors
Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Law Office of Donald P. Day
Northern Trust
Edward L. Larsen, Esq., P.A.
Trial Law Section

Collier County Bar Foundation

Golf Tournament
Friday, May 1, 2015

Quail Creek Country Club hosted our classic event, and this year’s proceeds benefited the
David Lawrence Center for their Drug Court Incentives Program. A great time was had by
all as golfers enjoyed an afternoon of sunny, breezy weather followed by refreshments at
the cocktail reception. This was the first year for the firm competition, and winners from
Wicker, Smith, O’Hara, McCoy & Ford took home the trophy.

BRONZE SPONSORS
BMO Private Bank
Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC
Cohen and Grigsby
Family Law Section
GrayRobinson, P.A
Real Estate Section
Westlaw
Putting Contest
LTCi Insurance

CLOSEST TO THE PIN
AND LONGEST DRIVE
Westlaw
CORPORATE SPONSORS
Dal Lago Law
Hole Sponsors
Collier Chiropractic and
Accident Rehab Center
Grandbridge Real Estate Capital
Steel Litigation Image & Copy
Services
Wicker Smith
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The Collier County
Bar Association
gratefully
acknowledges the
generous sponsors
who make this event
possible.
Gold Sponsors
Akerman, LLP
Blount Law, PL
Cardillo, Keith and Bonaquist, P.A.
Cheffy Passidomo, PA
Coleman, Hazzard & Taylor, P.A.
Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.
Laird A. Lile, PA
Quarles & Brady, LLP
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi, LLP
Law Office of Tammy Strohl, PA
Tarnow Law Firm
Wicker, Smith, O’Hara,
McCoy & Ford, P.A.
Wilson & Johnson
Zung Clough, PLLC

Law Week 2015
Friday, April 24 • Tiburon Country Club

The CCBA’s annual celebration of Law Day was held at the Tiburon Country Club. The luncheon began with the powerful voice of our own
Julianne Gilmore performing the national anthem. Law Librarian of Congress David Mao was our featured guest speaker, who spoke to
members about this year’s theme, celebrating the 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta, signed in June 1215. He showed passion for the
history and importance of this powerful document that has influenced law rules and practices over centuries. The recipient of the Medal
of Honor Award was Ita Neymotin of the Office of Criminal Conflict and Civil Regional Counsel, Second District. Ms. Neymotin was
recognized for her professionalism and public service, as well as her participation in legal education.

Silver Sponsors
Hahn, Loeser and Parks, LLP
Law Office of Donald P. Day
McDonnell Trial Law
Silverio & Hall, P.A.
Trial Law Section

Bronze Sponsors
Cohen and Grigsby, P.C.
Family Law Section
Garlick, Hilfiker & Swift, LLP
GrayRobinson, PA
Law Firm of Sharon M. Hanlon, P.A.
Real Estate Section
U.S. Legal Support
Westlaw
Woods, Weidenmiller,
Michetti & Rudnick
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The Magna Carta
is kept at the
British Library,
first floor gallery,
in a free, public
exhibit.
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FAMILY LAW

FAMILY LAW
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MEDIATION & ARBITRATION

EXPERIENCE.

INTEGRITY.

COMMITMENT.
The legal landscape of Southwest Florida is ever changing. For over
40 years, Cardillo, Keith, Bonaquist has been at the forefront of
those changes practicing law with experience, integrity and commitment.
Accepting referrals in the areas of:
˚ Personal Injury & Wrongful Death
˚ Business, Construction & Real Estate Disputes
˚ Commercial Litigation
˚ Probate, Trust & Elder Law

3550 Tamiami Trail E., Naples, FL 34112 | 239.774.2229 | ckblaw.com

PERSONAL INJURY
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INSURANCE

How much are your clients
leaving the IRS?
(Without enough life insurance, they just
may become a beneficiary.)

And haven’t they already given
them enough?
Call me to see if life insurance
or other coverages may make
sense for your clients.

Mitchell Dannenberg, cltc

(239) 461-5511
Long Term Care Insurance • Life Insurance
Disability Income Protection • Critical Illness Coverage

Representing all major companies

www.LTCiMarketplace.com

© LTCiMarketplace 2014
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COURT REPORTING

WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES
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CRIMINAL AND PERSONAL INJURY LAW

LAW OFFICE OF DONALD P. DAY
Criminal Law • Personal Injury

Motor Vehicle Accidents • Slip and Fall
Product Liability • Bicycle Accidents
Wrongful Death • Abuse/Molestation
Referrals Honored

239-529-6053 • Fax 239-529-6293

Donald P. Day

5633 Naples Blvd., Naples, FL 34109
Tel. 239-598-3222

dday@DonaldDayLaw.com
3375 East Tamiami Trail • Naples, FL 34112

www.zelmanandhanlon.com

EMPLOYMENT AND PERSONAL INJURY LAW
Representing Plaintiffs/Employees

Richard Weldon

Bradley Rothman

_REFERRAL FEES PAID_













Personal Injury

Employment Law

Automobile Accidents
Bicycle Accidents
Motorcycle Accidents
Slip and Falls
Negligent Security
Wrongful Death
Construction Accidents
Abuse/Molestation
Product Defects
Premises Liability
Nursing Home Abuse

 FLSA - Overtime &
Unpaid Wages
 Sexual Harassment
 Whistleblower Claims
 FMLA
 Wrongful Retaliation
 Discrimination & EEOC
 Unemployment Appeals
 ERISA / EE Benefits
 Employment Contracts
 Business Torts

First Party Insurance Claims

Disability ∙ Life ∙ Homeowners ∙ Business

(239) 262-2141

Member
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7935 Airport-Pulling Rd N, Suite 205, Naples, Florida 34109
www.WeldonRothman.com
- Representing Southwest Florida -

Member
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LEGAL/NURSE CONSULTING

LEGAL NURSE
CONSULTING, INC.

Proud to serve as a Gold Sponsor to
the Collier County Bar Association

Cathy Stockinger, RN, BBA, CLCP, CLNC
Certified Legal Nurse Consultant
cstockinger@legalnurseconsultinginc.com

Cheffy Passidomo
A T T O R N EYS A T L A W

Fred Stockinger, MD, FACC, FCCP, FACS

Retired Cardiovascular Surgeon, The Ohio State University
fstockinger@legalnurseconsultinginc.com

Legal Nurse Consulting , Inc.
6017 Pine Ridge Road, Suite 354
Naples, Florida 34119
Phone 239 659 LNCI (5624)
Fax: 239 643 1220
www.legalnurseconsultinginc.com

www.napleslaw.com
821 Fifth Avenue South • Naples, Florida 34102

COURT REPORTING
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MEDIATION & ARBITRATION

WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES

Certified Circuit Court Mediator

KOTLER LAW FIRM, P. L.

Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer
39 Years of Litigation Experience

A. STEPHEN KOTLER

WILLIAM D. KEITH

Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist, P.A.
3550 Tamiami Trail East
Naples, Florida 34112
Telephone: (239) 774-2229
E-Mail: wkeith@ckblaw.com

BOARD CERTIFIED WILLS, TRUSTS AND ESTATES LAWYER

999 VANDERBILT BEACH ROAD, SUITE 200
NAPLES, FLORIDA 34108
239.325.2333 ▪ FAX 239.325.1853
SKOTLER@KOTLERPL.COM

2014
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BANKRUPTCY
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PATENT/TRADEMARK LAW
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IMMIGRATION & NATIONALITY LAW

OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE

RESEARCH
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APPELLATE PRACTICE

HOME HEALTH/NURSING
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LEGAL NOTICES/ADVERTISING

Page 29

BUSINESS LITIGATION
Paralegal Association of Florida, Inc.
Southwest Florida Chapter
An affiliate of the National Association
of Legal Assistants, Inc.
c/o PO Box 110893 • Naples, Florida 34108

Paralegal Networking & Monthly CLE Events

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the DoubleTree Guest Suites
in Naples; 5:30 for social hour/6:30 CLE Dinner meeting. Members $25.00
and Guests $35.00. Please RSVP to Sue Smith at shsmith@porterwright.com
if interested in attending or if you need more information.
We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month at the Hilton Garden Inn in
Ft. Myers; 6:00 dinner and check-in. Members $25.00 and Guests $35.00.
Please RSVP to Sabine Francisco at sfrancisco@bolanostruxton.com if interested in attending or if you need more information.
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Board Certified
Business Litigation
Lawyer

The Chamber Building
2390 Tamiami Trail N., #202
Naples, Florida 34103
(239) 643-0100
Ed@edwardlarsenesq.com

EDWARD L. LARSEN, ESQ., P.A.
Business Law & Business Litigation

Proud to be a Silver Sponsor to the Collier County Bar Foundation
AV Rated
Admitted to Florida • New York • New Jersey
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MEDIATION

TIRED OF WAITING FOR
CLIENTS TO FIND YOU?
Join the Lawyer Referral Service of Collier County –
and your phone will start ringing!
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