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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Marc Huling, Esq.

Milestones
Did you watch the show Hunted on CBS this winter? If not, I recommend you check it
out on demand. David Lee Windecher was a contestant on the show. David was our law
week speaker last year. He shared his story of growing up as a gangster in Miami, his time
in juvenile detention, and his hard road to becoming a lawyer. David’s story impressed
upon us the importance of the 14th Amendment in safeguarding of our lives, liberty, and
property, and providing for equal protection under the law.
In anticipation of the 150-year anniversary of the ratification of the 14th Amendment, this
year’s Law Week theme is “The 14th Amendment Transforming American Democracy.”
On April 21, Florida Supreme Court Justice C. Alan Lawson will speak to us at Tiburon for
Law Week.
The following day, our young lawyer’s section will exercise their liberties at their annual
bowling tournament that is open to all members of our Bar Association. April 22 also marks
the 20th Anniversary of the Annual Gene Doyle Backcountry Release Fishing Tournament.
Our board member Robin Doyle runs the tournament and provides adventure scholarships
to Collier high school students. The members of our bar have embraced the tournament,
and several of our members serve as volunteer guides. I have personally witnessed kids’
lives changed for the better because they participated in the tournament. The tournament
is a great example of a lawyer giving back to the community.
In my opinion, Mock Trial is our Bar Association’s most impactful annual event. More than
65 of our members volunteered this year as coaches and judges. Many of you witnessed
the advocates from the winning team break down in tears of joy at the utter surprise of their
victory. There is no doubt that many of them will become top-rate lawyers. The Naples
High mock trial team will be our guests at the Law Week luncheon.
Last but not least, Lisa Mead celebrates her 10th anniversary of excellent service as our
executive director on April 27. It is hard to imagine that it has already been 10 years. I am
left with the distinct feeling that we are all getting old.
P.S.
In keeping with the baseball theme that is developing
for this issue, allow me to share some memories about
my favorite baseball player. As a boy, one of my favorite
books was a short bio of Mark “The Bird” Fidrych. Mark
was a pitcher for the Detroit Tigers who led the major
league in ERA and won the AL Rookie of the Year award
in 1976. He was nicknamed the Bird because he looked
like Big Bird and his fans began calling themselves the
Birdwatchers. Mark was not much of a student in high school, but he loved baseball. In the
big leagues, he became known for his wild and absurd antics on the mound, which included
yelling at the ball, refusing to use balls that “had hits in them,” meticulously manicuring the
dirt on the mound, and shaking hands with every player and groundskeeper on the field.
Forty years ago to the day that I am writing this, while shagging balls in the outfield, Mark
suffered an injury that contributed to the end of his career. However, through the magic
of YouTube, we can easily watch Mark and have a laugh at his unique approach.
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LEGAL AID NOTES

By Jeffrey A. Ahren

Major award profiles 2017 -- part 2 of 2
LEADERSHIP AWARD – JENNIFER J. NACKLEY, ESQ.
Congratulations to Ms. Jennifer Nackley, Esq., recipient of Legal Aid’s 2017 Leadership Award!
Jennifer is well-known to Legal Aid, having served for many years on the Advisory Board from
2010 –2016. Jennifer also served two terms, from 2010 – 2015, on the Governing Board of Directors of Legal Aid Service of Broward County, the parent organization of Legal Aid Service of
Collier County. Jennifer was a dedicated Board member, helping to guide Legal Aid during a
very challenging time after the economic downturn. As a Board member, Jennifer was also instrumental in the search and eventual purchase of Legal Aid’s new building in Naples.
For years, Jennifer has also accepted pro bono cases from Legal Aid Collier Lawyers Care, handling numerous estate planning matters, including cases where estate planning documents were
prepared on an emergent basis for terminally ill clients or who were facing life threatening operations. She has volunteered for Wills for Heroes, and is a Circle of Justice Donor. Jennifer
has been a steady voice for Legal Aid, encouraging pro bono service among her colleagues at
Quarles & Brady, as well as the to the wider community. Jennifer has also served as a member of
Legal Aid’s Fundraising Development Board and Barrister’s Bash Steering Committees.
Jeffrey Ahren
Director of Development
239-298-8130
jahren@legalaid.org
Logan Meester
Development Assistant
239-298-8138
lmeester@legalaid.org
Wendy Merida
Pro Bono Assistant
239-775-4982
wmerida@legalaid.org

Thursday, April 27, 2017

ANNUAL
BARRISTER’S BASH
Hilton Hotel, Naples
6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
~ includes ~
Cocktail Hour,
Three-Course Dinner,
Glass of Wine,
Silent Auction and
Community Awards
Ceremony

Many thanks to Ms. Jennifer Nackley, Esq., recipient of Legal Aid’s 2017 Leadership Award!
OUTSTANDING PRO BONO SERVICE AWARD – COLETTE J. KELLERHOUSE, ESQ.
Legal Aid is proud to honor Ms. Colette Kellerhouse, Esq., recipient of Legal Aid’s 2017 Outstanding Pro Bono Service Award!
For many years, Colette has handled numerous pro bono family law cases through the Collier
Lawyers Care program. Recently, Colette obtained an outstanding result in complicated, highrisk domestic abuse case that she litigated pro bono for over two years. In that case, the client
came to Legal Aid seeking assistance with securing custody of a child. Through Colette’s hard
work, she obtained sole parental rights for the client, protecting both parent and child from a
violent abuser.
Colette also regularly participates in Legal Aid’s pro bono legal clinics several times a year, offering advice and counsel on a wide range of family law matters. Her willingness to handle complex
litigation in family law matters is extremely valuable to our program and the clients she serves, as
this high need area lacks a sufficient number of qualified and willing pro bono attorneys in Collier
County to meet the demand.
Thank you Ms. Colette Kellerhouse, recipient of Legal Aid’s 2017 Outstanding Pro Bono Service
Award!
VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR – MARYGRACE MENNER AND CHRISTINA JINDRA
Legal Aid is proud to honor Ms. MaryGrace Menner and Ms. Christina Jindra as our 2017 Volunteers of the Year! MaryGrace and Christina came to Legal Aid last year as two full time volunteers from Fordham University. MaryGrace and Christina both went to work in Legal Aid’s
Immokalee outreach office, primarily working with Staff Attorney Sr. Maureen Kelleher.
Under the terms of their internship from Fordham University, they lived and volunteered fulltime
in Immokalee with our Immigration Unit. MaryGrace and Christina are as articulate and passionate as any volunteers Legal Aid has ever had, which was clear to everyone who was lucky enough
to hear their passionate remarks from the podium at the Second Annual Immokalee Breakfast
fundraiser event in November 2017. Legal Aid is grateful for the tireless work these two impressive young ladies gave in support of Sr. Maureen’s practice.
MaryGrace and Christina’s dedication to volunteerism exemplifies the commitment to public
service we seek in all our volunteers and there are no two people more deserving of this award.
Many thanks to MaryGrace Menner and Christina Jindra, Legal Aid’s 2017 Volunteers of the Year!

See “Legal Aid Notes,” page 11
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By The Honorable Frederick R. Hardt
Circuit Court Judge, 20th Judicial Circuit, Collier County

Courtroom cartoons
Over the years, Judge Hardt has collected legal and courtroom cartoons. Here are
some of his favorites.

Prior to becoming a Circuit Judge in 2004, Judge Hardt’s law practice was concentrated
in the areas of personal injury, commercial and probate litigation. He was board certified by The Florida Bar as a Civil Trial lawyer and a Business Litigation attorney. He was
also certified by the Florida Supreme Court as a Circuit Court Civil mediator and Circuit Court arbitrator. He received an “AV” preeminent rating from Martindale-Hubbell.
Judge Hardt was an adjunct professor of law at Hodges University where he instructed
courses in Civil Procedure, Torts, Criminal Law and Procedure, Evidence, Trial Practice,
Alternative Dispute Resolution and Constitutional Law. He is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin Law School where he was a member of the Wisconsin Law Review.
Judge Hardt currently serves in the Felony Division in Collier County.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Register for any event
through Lisa Mead.
Phone: 239-252-8711
lmead@colliercountybar.org
www.colliercountybar.org.

APRIL
4

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 8:00 a.m.

4

CCB Foundation Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

4

Trial Law and Trusts & Estates
Joint Luncheon
Bonefish Gril, 12:00 p.m.
TL & TE Members - $25; Non-members - $35

8

Young Lawyers Holidays in March
Naples Zoo, 8:00 a.m.

11

Young Lawyers Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00

Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
interest to our members.
11 Inns of Court
The Club at Naples Bay Resort, 5:30 p.m.

Event Policy
It is the policy of the
Collier County Bar
Association to request
that all reservations for
our events are placed at
least two days prior to the
event.

12 Trial Law Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.
13 Real Estate Luncheon
Kensington Country Club, 12:00 p.m.
RE Members - $25; Non-members - $35
14 CCBA Offices Closed in
Observance of Good Friday

We are always willing
to accommodate our
members; however, event
sites must order food two
days prior to an event.

19 Family Law Section Brown Bag
Collier County Court House, 12:00 p.m.
This is a free event, lunch will be provided
21 Law Week Luncheon
Tiburon Country Club, 12:00 p.m.
Members - $35; Non-members - $45
21 Lisa’s 10th Anniversary Party
Come celebrate with us!
Whiskey Park, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Happy hour prices, drink & appetizer specials
22 Young Lawyers Bowling Tournament
To benefit Citizens Foster Care Review Board
Beacon Bowl, 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Single Bowlers - $25 ($15 for govt members)
Teams - $125 ($75 for govt members)
Sponsorships available
25 Appreciation Breakfast – for the JA’s and
Administrative Professionals
CC Courthouse – 6th floor training room
8:00 a.m., $15 per ticket
Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
interest to our members.
26 CCWBA Luncheon
Northern Trust, 11:45 a.m.

MAY

Also, it is the policy
of the Collier County
Bar Association to
issue refunds ONLY if
a member cancels a
reservation two days prior
to an event. If a member
cancels the day before,
or the day of an event, a
refund will not be issued.

2

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 8:00 a.m.

10 Trial Law Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.

2

CCB Foundation Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

11

4

Trusts and Estates Luncheon
Venue TBD, 12:00 p.m.
This is a free event, please bring your own lunch

9

Young Lawyers Board Meeting
Sushi Thai. 12:00

We appreciate your
consideration of this
policy.

Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
interest to our members.
9 Inns of Court
The Club at Naples Bay Resort, 5:30 p.m.
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Real Estate and Trial Law Joint Luncheon
Kensington Country Club, 12:00 p.m.
RE & TL Members - $25; non-members - $35

12 CCBA Membership Luncheon
Kensington Country Club, 12:00 p.m.
Members - $20; non-members - $35
Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
interest to our members.
18 CCWBA Networking Extravaganza
Riptide Brewing Company, 5:30 p.m.
29 CCBA Offices Closed for Memorial Day
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BULLETIN BOARD
Got news?
Contact Lisa Mead by
calling 252-8711 or
drop an email
line to lmead@
colliercountybar.org

CLASSIFIED
OFFICE FOR RENT: Attorneys (5) and
other professional (1) with one executive
office to rent. Attractive building/offices
in great location at Pine Ridge and Airport
Road, Naples, FL. Space for an assistant,
shared conference room with law library
and shared kitchen is included in rent of
$875 per month. Call Rob at 239-593-1444
or Mark at 239-330-1290.
SPACE FOR RENT: Naples AV law firm
seeks attorney to rent an office in its
prime Tamiami Trail space. Use of recep-

tion area, conference room, photocopy/
fax, and kitchenette included. Potential
to assist firm with litigation and possible
work in other areas. Contact dnaplaw@
aol.com.
OFFICE FOR RENT: Perfect for Attorneys and other professionals. 2 offices
with 3rd office and/or conference room
with a lake view, reception area, break
room area, and bathroom. Great location across from Waterside Shoppes in
Naples. 862 sq. ft. call 239-851-3352.

An open letter to new firm associates

Inclusion
Policy
If you are a CCBA member
in good standing and you’ve
moved, been promoted, hired an
associate, taken on a partner, or
received an award, we’d like to
hear from you. Talks, speeches
(unless they are of national
stature), CLE presentations and
political announcements are
not accepted. In addition, we
will not print notices of honors
determined by other publications
(e.g., Super Lawyers, Best
Lawyers, etc.).
Notices must be submitted in
writing and limited to 100 words;
they are printed at no cost to
members and are subject to
editing. E-mail your notice to
lmead@colliercountybar.org.
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Collier County Bar Association Board of Directors
2017-2018 Slate of Candidates
Below (and on the next page) please find the brief biographies of each of the eight candidates for our 2017-2018 board of directors. There will be
four open positions for the election, which will commence on April 10th. The electronic ballot will be sent at that time. Please note that you must
be a current CCBA regular, government or honorary member to cast a vote. You must sign in through the website to vote, in order to preserve the
sanctity of the voting process. All ballots are anonymous. Paper ballots are available upon request. The election ends at 11:59 p.m. on May 5th.

BLAKE ADAMS has been an
Assistant Public Defender for
the 20th Judicial Circuit in
Collier County since May 2014
where he works with primarily
felony cases. Blake graduated
from William Jewell College
with a Bachelor of Arts degree
in International Commerce
and Diplomacy. Following
graduation, Blake worked in
the financial services industry
in retail investments, banking,
and residential mortgages
for approximately eight
years. Blake then attended
the University of Tulsa where
he graduated with a Juris
Doctor and Master of Business
Administration. Blake then
became a temporary faculty
member at the University
of Tulsa College of Law. In
January 2010, Blake joined the
20th Judicial Circuit as a Staff
Attorney where he worked for
the Circuit Court judges in Lee
and Collier counties. As a Staff
Attorney, Blake was a member
of the Florida Trial Court Staff
Attorney Association (FTCSAA)
and was elected to the Board
of Directors as the Second
District Court of Appeal Area
Representative in 2013 and
2014.
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KRISTIN M. CONROY was born
in Naples, and moved back in
1997 after attending University
of Notre Dame (B.A.), Florida
State University College of Law
(J.D.) and Northwestern School
of Law of Lewis & Clark College
(Ll.M.). Upon her return to
Naples in 1997, she joined her
brother Tom’s law firm where
her practice has concentrated
on residential and commercial
real property transactions and
commercial lending secured
by real estate. In 2006, Kristin
earned her certification by
the Florida Bar as being a
specialist in the area of Real
Estate Law. She is a member
of the Collier County Bar
Association, the Collier County
Women’s Bar Association, and
the Commercial Real Estate
Women (CREW) Network.

DALE KLAUS, a partner at Klaus
Doupé and a former Naples
prosecutor, has exclusively
practiced marital and family
law in Naples for more than 16
years. He is AV® Preeminent
Rated in Family Law by
Martindale –Hubbell and has
served the CCBA as chair of the
Family Law and Trial Lawyers
sections. Mr. Klaus also
currently serves as board vice
president of the Mental Health
Association of Southwest
Florida. He is honored to have
the opportunity to continue
serving the CCBA and the
community.

ROB LANCASTER is a principal
of Cummings & Lockwood,
concentrating in both estate
planning and asset protection
planning. Rob is active with
the Collier County Bar as a
past Chair of the Trusts &
Estates Section, past Chair
of the 20th Circuit Grievance
Committee for Collier County,
and a current Director of the
Collier County Bar Foundation.
He is also active in the Florida
Bar, serving on the Executive
Council of the RPPTL Section,
as a Vice-Chair of both the
Legislative Committee and
Estate & Trust Tax Planning
Committee, and as a 20th
Judicial Circuit Representative
for the Section. Rob also serves
on the boards of childrenfocused charities, New Horizons
of Southwest Florida and Baby
Basics of Collier County.

continued next page
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Collier County Bar Association Board of Directors
2017-2018 Slate of Candidates
continued

ED LARSEN holds a JD, an MBA
in Accountancy, and an LLM
in Taxation; is AV rated, Board
Certified in Business Litigation,
and a Florida Certified Circuit
Civil Mediator; Ed is currently
on the Board of Directors of the
Collier County Bar Association,
Collier County Bar Foundation,
and the Trial Lawyers Section;
a member of the 20th Judicial
Circuit Professionalism Panel,
Immediate Past-President of
the Michael R. N. McDonnell Inn
of Court, the Judge Advocate
for the Naples American
Legion, and a Board Member
of the Collier County United
Way. Ed was the President
of the Naples Elks, President
of the Naples Toastmasters,
and a Board Member of the
Museum of Tibetan Art. Ed
was Legal Aid’s "Attorney of
Month", and received Legal
Aid’s "Leadership Award," the
Collier County Women's Bar
Association's 2009 "Certificate
of Recognition," and the Boy
Scouts’ Silver Acorn Award.
Ed is also a Title Agent for the
Fund and a U.S. Navy veteran.

RACHAEL LOUKONEN of
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C. currently
serves on the CCBA Board.
She is Board Certified in
business litigation (since
2012) and is a member of
the Executive Council of the
Trial Lawyers Section of the
Florida Bar. She is serving her
second term on the Florida
Bar's Civil Rules of Procedure
Committee. Past Chair of
CCBA's Trial Lawyers Section
and Past President of the
Collier County Women's Bar
Association, she now serves as
Vice Chair of the Board for St.
Matthew's House, Inc. Rachael
and her husband, John, have
been married 20 years and
have 4 children and 1 pound
puppy.

PATRICK MIZE is a trust and
estates attorney at Woods,
Weidenmiller, Michetti,
Rudnick & Galbraith. His
practice focuses on trust
and estate administration, as
well as estate planning for
international clients. He is
the current President of the
Young Lawyers’ Section of
the CCBA, a past Chair of the
Trusts & Estates Section of the
CCBA, and a member of the
Executive Council of the Real
Property, Probate and Trust
Law Section of The Florida
Bar. Patrick is married to his
college sweetheart, Laura,
and they have a beautiful
daughter, Cora.

ANDREW REISS has served on
the CCBA Board of Directors
since early 2015. He is a
litigation partner with Cheffy
Passidomo, P.A. and has been
board certified by the Florida
Bar in Business Litigation since
2008. He previously served as
the chair of the Trial Lawyers’
Section of the CCBA and
President of the local chapter
of the American Inns of Court.
Andrew was a member of the
Leadership Collier Class of 2013
and currently serves as a board
member for the PACE Center
for Girls in Immokalee.

Vote for your choice at
colliercountybar.org.
Election ends May 5.
Page 10
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Legal Aid Notes from page 5
Please join us at 6:00 p.m. on April 27th at the Hilton of Naples to celebrate the 9th Annual Barrister’s Bash. The Bash
includes a cocktail hour, three course dinner, complimentary glass of wine, silent auction, and community awards
ceremony. Tickets, sponsorships, and more information are
available online at www.collierlegalaid.org/bash, by email at
lmeester@legalaid.org, or by phone at (239) 298-8138.
MAY 18TH PRO BONO LEGAL CLINIC – ATTORNEYS NEEDED!
Legal Aid will be conducting a pro bono clinic at its office located
at 4436 Tamiami Trail East in Naples on May 18, 2017, from 5:30 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. This is an annual clinic, and also a celebration of Law
Day – nationally celebrated on May 1, 2017. There are a large number of clients seeking assistance at this clinic, patiently waiting for
help on a wide range of civil legal matters. Family law is by far the
largest need area, but clients also need advice and counsel on legal
issues involving housing, consumer rights, employment, bankruptcy,
guardianship, contracts, and other matters falling within general civil
practice. Won’t you please help? Sign up today to register as a
pro bono attorney for the clinic on May 18th by emailing jahren@
legalaid.org or by calling (239) 298-8130. Pizza and refreshments will
be provided.
If you are unable to attend on May 18, Legal Aid still needs your
help! Contact us today to find out more about how you can help a
client with a life-changing legal matter. With a large response from
our local Bar in Collier County in 2017, we will be able to shorten
the “justice gap” significantly in our local community. Thank you in
advance for your willingness to serve!
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LEGAL AID’S ATTORNEY OF THE MONTH FOR FEBRUARY –
HILDA CENECHARLES, ESQ.
Legal Aid Service of Collier County is proud to announce that Hilda
Cenecharles, Esq., has been selected as ‘Attorney of the Month’
for April, 2017. Ms. Cenecharles is a sole practitioner, and her firm,
Cenecharles Law Offices, is located in Naples.
Hilda has been a longtime supporter of Legal Aid. She regularly
takes pro bono case assignments for handling through Legal Aid’s
Collier Lawyers Care Pro Bono Program. Ms. Cenecharles routinely accepts the cases of pro bono family law clients, an area of law
in great demand among the constituency served by Legal Aid. She
also has participated in Pro Bono Clinics sponsored by Legal Aid for
many years, providing family law clients with advice and counsel on
issues of critical importance to the clients and their children. Ms.
Cenecharles is fluent in Creole, and her bi-lingual ability is a great
asset to the clients she serves who do not speak English.
“Hilda has been very generous with her time as a pro bono attorney
for Legal Aid,” states Jeff Ahren, Legal Aid’s Development Director
and Pro Bono Coordinator. “She always steps up for us whenever
needed, and has done an outstanding job serving our family law clients in need, including those with language barriers. Family law is
such a high need practice area at Legal Aid, and Hilda has been
a blessing to our clients and our entire program through her pro
bono service. We are so pleased to be able to honor Hilda for all
her efforts as our ‘Attorney of the Month’ – she is very deserving of
this award.” Hilda will be honored at the Barrister’s Bash on April
27, 2017. Please join us in congratulating Hilda Cenecharles – Legal
Aid’s newest Attorney of the Month!
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GUEST EDITORIAL

By Lisa Mead
Executive Director, Collier County Bar Association

Has it been 10 years already?
April marks my 10th anniversary as your executive director. So far I’ve survived and so has the
CCBA. I think that’s cause for celebration! When I started here I had no grey hair. I was married. I
had a son in high school and a daughter in elementary school. Today, there are a few silver threads
(only a few…no don’t look for them). I am single. My daughter is looking at colleges. And my son
has given me the best granddaughter ever! Some days I am amazed that ten years have gone by
so quickly and others I cannot believe it has only been ten years. I can honestly say that it is never
boring. I can also say that it has helped me to grow personally and professionally. I’ve also gained
a circle of friends that I hope to have for a lifetime.
They say that as you get older memories from the past become clearer than things that happened
more recently. I think that may be true, because I remember my interview with Bill Hazzard, Kathleen Passidomo, Janeice Martin and Pieter Van Dien like it happened last week. There was a room
full of hopefuls and I thought I didn’t have a prayer. I had four skilled attorneys peppering me with
questions for what seemed like an interminable amount of time. They thanked me and I left thinking, “Oh well, it was worth a shot.” By the time I arrived back at my own office, Kathleen had called
and offered me the job and I’ve never looked back. Two weeks later, my first day on the job started
with a board meeting. If I thought four lawyers was intimidating, I hadn’t yet experienced 12 of them
at 7:30 in the morning. This was definitely trial by fire! Most of my first year here felt just like that
first day. Everything was new, challenging and terrifying. The learning curve was tremendous. I feel
like I lived behind my desk during much of that time. To the credit of our board they gave me the
opportunity to climb that mountain. I remember Kathleen telling me during that initial call that she
knew that within a few months I’d have everything under control to the point that I’d be able to put
my feet up on the desk and watch the world go by. Ten years later and I’m still waiting for that day!
A great many things have changed during the past ten years. We’ve lost dear friends, many of
whom helped to shape who we are as an organization. Despite the circumstances, it was always too
soon. We honor their memory and they are part of the fabric of our future. I’ve seen young lawyers
who started during that same time grow into mentors for the next generation. They’ve gone from
pub crawls to bed time stories. Those who were already experienced when I arrived have reached
a level of success and respect that we all hope to achieve. We’ve also brought in many fresh recruits. There are always bright and eager new members at our meetings. It’s a wonderful thing to
see them become part of the CCBA family. And unlike other professional organizations, I believe
we really are a big extended family.
We’ve also changed many of our procedures over the past ten years. Technology has become both
a blessing and a curse. When I arrived we were still sending event announcements via fax, our
website was a static page with no interaction and our member database was an excel spreadsheet.
The world has certainly changed and we are now keeping up with the times from a technological
perspective. We have a very interactive web site, a growing social media presence and a great
system of communication with our members.
While those things have changed, there are many wonderful things about the CCBA that have not.
We’ve grown a bit, but we still have the same soul and small town feel that we have had since day
one. Our members are professional, ethical and talented. And as an organization we are welcoming, inclusive and open to new ideas. We also honor the traditions of our community. It can be a
delicate balancing act trying to incorporate new ideas that will appeal to our millennial members
without losing the confidence and interest of our more seasoned attorneys. I think we pull it off
with aplomb. I know that not everything we do will appeal to all of our members, so we try to

See "10 Years Already?" page 25
2012

2016

2006
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Foundation Barbeque
February 25, 2017

This event keeps getting better and better! As you can see everyone had a wonderful time at the
barbeque. Our beneficiary of the event, The Palmetto Ridge Marching Pride, honored us with a
special performance during the event. Afterwards, guests enjoyed music by the Foreman’s Five
Band, along with great food provided by Texas Tony’s. As always, we are grateful to our hosts,
Joe and Louise Stewart who open up their amazing property for us every year. We added a pub
crawl to the event this year so that those who wanted the party to continue could carry on until
the wee hours. There is no photographic evidence of the trolley, much like Vegas it all stays on
the trolley! But I think we’ve hit upon a new tradition for this event!

The Collier County Bar Foundation gratefully acknowledges the generous
support of our annual sponsors. They make events like this possible.
GOLD
Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor & Diaz, P.A.
Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.
Roetzel & Andress LPA
Zung Clough, PLLC
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SILVER
Edward L. Larsen, Esq., P.A.
Finemark National Bank & Trust
Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Kotler Law Firm P.L.
Law Office of Donald P. Day

BRONZE
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Bond, Schoeneck & King
Dal Lago Law
Family Law Section
Westlaw
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GUEST EDITORIAL

By Bill Hazzard, Esq.
Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor & Diaz, P.A.

Opening Day - Ridgewood, New Jersey 1967
Opening day was a major event for the Ridgewood Baseball Association. Allowed to
dress in our new uniforms for the first time – Weber Jewelers, Mama Rosa’s Pizza, Lyon’s
Corner Store, there were hundreds of sponsors – we paraded down East Ridgewood
Avenue to Maple then over to Veterans Field, home of the Ridgewood Barons, our semipro team. A band played the national anthem, the mayor gave a speech, some forgettable dignitary threw out the first pitch, and we scattered to fields around town to play
the game we had daydreamed about playing through another cold New Jersey winter.
The crack of the bat, the thud of the ball hitting fresh leather for the first time in months;
baseball season in Ridgewood was in full swing.
Somerville Field was a vibrant green on that spring afternoon in 1967. The foul lines were
their brightest white. A fresh baseball came from a cardboard box marked Spaulding.
The town was ready as parents, siblings and friends from teams playing later all waited
for the first pitch of a new season.
I played catcher for The Fix-it Shop (red caps, white “F”) decked out in a red chest protector and shin guards two sizes too big. Our ace, Gary, got the start, and my father, our
coach, was in his usual spot in the third base dugout. The unwritten rule among coaches
was that the worst fielder played in right because nobody could hit it there. Tommy
Roberts was the quintessential right fielder.
One inning blended into the next, the actual score lost to the ages. But I think we
were doing pretty well when the unimaginable happened. All heads snapped simultaneously in the same direction as a line drive ripped into the gap between first and second,
headed toward its inevitable confrontation with Tommy. It hit the ground with a thud
and began to roll unabated toward the village tennis courts that served as our right field
fence. But Tommy was nowhere in sight.
“WHERE’S TOMMY ROBERTS? WHERE’S TOMMY ROBERTS?” bellowed my dad
from the dugout.
Pete, our neighbor and centerfielder, stood transfixed as the ball took what had to be its
fifteenth bounce toward the courts. Evidently it never occurred to Pete to give chase
in Tommy’s absence, but he did summon the wherewithal to answer the question posed
by my dad.
“HE WENT HOME TO GO TO THE BATHROOM” Pete’s reply carried across the outfield grass.
You could see Tommy’s brown shingled house across the street from our field, and in
another minute Tommy’s red hat bounded down the front porch steps and returned to
its place in right, unaware of the action that took place in the interim.
Fans and players alike howled with laughter. The home plate umpire and I supported
each other to keep from falling over. I’m sure at some point in his life my father laughed
too, but I was not about to glance in his direction to verify if he was laughing at that particular moment.
A new Team Rule was implemented at our next practice – tell the coach before going to
the bathroom.
Fifty Opening Days seem to have flown by since. My father/coach had his last one in
1998. But each year at this time, when the calendar turns to spring and the smell of
baseball is in the air, it’s a sound I hear loud and clear, my father shouting – “WHERE’S
TOMMY ROBERTS?” – a phrase I will forever associate with Opening Day.
Bill Hazzard
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Criminal Law & Personal Injury Law	������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 19
Multi-Lingual Real Estate	����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������20
Business Law & Litigation	���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������20
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Personal Injury Law	�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 19, 20, 26
Marital & Family Law	������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ 22
Bankruptcy Law	���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 23
Patent & Trademark Law	���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 23
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Paralegal	������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ 26
Printing, Copies, Video & Web Design	������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 26
Court Reporting	����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������27

If you are interested in advertising in The Adverse Witness, please contact the Collier County Bar Association office
at (239) 252-8711 or lmead@colliercountybar.org.
MEMBER RATES

NON-MEMBER RATES

PER MONTH

Classified (<50 words)
Business card (3.625 x 2.125)
1/4 Page Vertical (3.625 x 4.375)
1/2 Page Vertical (3.625 x 9.75)
1/2 Page Horizontal (7.5 x 4.375)
Full Page (7.5 x 9.375)
1/2 Page Horiz. inside cover* (7.5 x 4.375)
1/2 Page Vert. inside cover* (3.625 x 9.75)
Full Page inside back cover* (7.5 x 9.375)
1/2 page back outside* (7.5 x 4.375)
*As space permits

B&W
Color
$35.00
n/a
$75.00
n/a
$100.00
n/a
$175.00
n/a
$175.00
n/a
$300.00 n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

$450.00
$450.00
$900.00
$550.00

PER MONTH

Annual
$315.00
$675.00
$900.00
$1575.00
$1575.00
$2700.00

B&W
$50.00
$100.00
$150.00
$225.00
$225.00
$450.00

Color
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Annual
$450.00
$900.00
$1350.00
$2025.00
$2025.00
$4050.00

$4050.00
$4050.00
$8100.00
$4950.00

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

$600.00 $5400.00
$600.00 $5400.00
$1000.00 $9000.00
$800.00 $7200.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS THE 10th OF THE MONTH PRECEDING PUBLICATION, in electronic format;
PDF at print size preferred.

Please support our advertisers. They make your newsletter possible!
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PRODUCT LIABILITY REFERRALS
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APPELLATE PRACTICE

To Be A PerfecT PArenT.
There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005
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AdoptUSKids.org
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CRIMINAL AND PERSONAL INJURY LAW
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BUSINESS LITIGATION
Board Certified
Business Litigation
Lawyer

The Chamber Building
2390 Tamiami Trail N., #202
Naples, Florida 34103
(239) 643-0100
Ed@edwardlarsenesq.com

Proud to be a Silver Sponsor to the Collier County Bar Foundation
AV Rated
Admitted to Florida • New York • New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents • Slip and Fall
Product Liability • Bicycle Accidents
Wrongful Death • Abuse/Molestation
Referrals Honored
5633 Naples Blvd., Naples, FL 34109
Tel. 239-598-3222

www.zelmanandhanlon.com
MULTI-LINGUAL REAL ESTATE
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INSURANCE
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MARITAL & FAMILY LAW
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BANKRUPTCY

cohenlaw.com
PATENT/TRADEMARK LAW

YOUR IP CO-COUNSEL

YOUR I.P. CO-COUNSEL
Transactional or Litigation
We can help

U.S. REGISTERED PATENT ATTORNEYS
&
FLORIDA BAR BOARD CERTIFIED
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ATTORNEYS
SERVING SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
NAPLES ● FORT MYERS ● SARASOTA
239-262-8502
IP@LLiplaw.com
www.LivingstonLoeffler.com
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LEGAL/NURSE CONSULTING

RESEARCH

Proud to serve as a gold sponsor of
The Collier County Bar Association and
The Collier County Bar Foundation

Coleman Hazzard
Taylor & Diaz, P.A.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

3003 Tamiami Trail North, Suite 402 • Naples, Florida 34103
239-298-5200 • www.chtlegal.com
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HOME HEALTH/NURSING

10 Years Already?
continued from page 13

provide diverse offerings so we catch each of you with things that
pique your interest.
As with anyone who’s been in a job for a while there are stories
to tell. Some are funny, some poignant and some even frustrating.
Some I’ll share after I retire. Some will never be shared. But the
memories are overwhelmingly positive. As you know our offices also
house the Law Library. This is a source of constant amusement/
amazement for the staff and those members who frequently utilize
the space. We do get quite a few colorful characters here. We also
get people who are facing their most difficult days and are looking to
us for support and guidance. It is a humbling experience.
Helping people like those who enter the library is one of the most
rewarding parts of the job. That is why I am so glad that we have
an active and supported Foundation. During the time that I’ve
been here we’ve made many good things possible in the community. We’ve helped the homeless, the hungry and the desperate.
We’ve provided support for children in difficult circumstances and
lent a hand to those seeking to further their education. Our Foundation board is passionate about the work that we do. We’re also
immensely proud of our members, who make it possible through
sponsorships, donations and attendance at our fundraisers. Please
know that you make a difference in the lives of others in our community. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.
We have amazing leaders here at the CCBA. I’ve served ten presidents so far and each of them has been fully committed to the association and our mission. They’ve worked hard and built a legacy
of success for the next person who holds the office to carry forward.
Each has had a different style and vision but all were dedicated and
left me with new knowledge and perspective. I’m proud to call each
of them friends and colleagues.
Each and every time I meet other Executive Directors I realize how
truly fortunate that we are here in Collier. I’m always proud to represent our organization wherever I go. That doesn’t mean that I’ve
become complacent or that I’m resting on my laurels. We will continue to work hard to make the association even more valuable and
relevant to our members. I cannot say enough good things about
my right hand, Julianne Gilmore. Without her support none of this
would be possible. We are a cohesive team with the common goal
of making your experience as a member of the CCBA all that it can
be. Thank you for allowing me the privilege of being your Executive
Director. It has been an honor to serve this organization and all of
you; one that I hope I’ll continue to enjoy for years to come.
PS – I hope that all of you will join me for a drink to celebrate this
milestone. We’re planning a happy hour event on April 21st at Whiskey Park from 5:30 until 7:30. See you there!
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PERSONAL INJURY/EMPLOYMENT LAW
Paralegal Association of Florida, Inc.
Southwest Florida Chapter
An affiliate of the National Association
of Legal Assistants, Inc.
c/o PO Box 110893 • Naples, Florida 34108

Paralegal Networking & Monthly CLE Events

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the DoubleTree Guest Suites
in Naples; 5:30 for social hour/6:30 CLE Dinner meeting. Members $25.00
and Guests $35.00. Please RSVP to Sue Smith at shsmith@porterwright.com
if interested in attending or if you need more information.
We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month at the Hilton Garden Inn in
Ft. Myers; 6:00 dinner and check-in. Members $25.00 and Guests $35.00.
Please RSVP to Sabine Francisco at sfrancisco@bolanostruxton.com if interested in attending or if you need more information.

Lives

changed,
lives

saved.

The American Cancer Society fights
for every birthday threatened by
every cancer, in every community.
We’ve taken part in almost every major cancer breakthrough.
You can help by educating your clients on planned giving
opportunities. Our National Professional Advisor Network
(NPAN) provides solutions through free, valuable gift
planning tools and resources and access to the latest in
estate planning, charitable tax and finance news.

WEB
HELP!

To register or receive a free NPAN brochure email
pat.baier@cancer.org or call 1-800-444-1410 ext. 3856.

© 2015 American Cancer Society, Inc. – No. 031051 Rev. 8/15

Web issues bugging you?
The Print Shop is not only the largest printing company in Collier
County, we’re also quickly becoming the largest web design
studio as well! Our team, made up of marketing majors, print
design professionals, and WordPress aficionados makes for a
reliable, creative and fun experience with serious results.

Call Tim Philbrick at 239-775-3553

for more information about Functional Website Designs,
SEO/Google Ranking, Email Campaigns, Mobile Apps and more!
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MEDIATION & ARBITRATION

COURT REPORTING
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3315 East Tamiami Trail, Suite 505
Naples, Florida 34112

Bill Hazzard
Certified Circuit Civil Mediator
Qualified Arbitrator
whazzard@chtlegal.com
298-5207 (direct) • 298-5213 (scheduling)
No charge for travel • No cancellation fee

Experience - Knowledge - Commitment
www.mediatornaples.com

