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On t h e c ov e r:
Castelo DeQueluz
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Tra v i s Ha y e s

The cover photo was taken at Castelo De Queluz in Lisbon, Portugal.
The 18th-century palace is one of the last great Rococo buildings to be
designed in Europe. Despite being far smaller, the palace is often referred
to as the Portuguese Versailles. More information can be found at https://
www.parquesdesintra.pt/en/parks-and-monuments/national-palace-andgardens-of-queluz/.
If you have a picture (old or new) that you’d like to submit for consideration
as cover art for the next issue of the Adverse Witness, please forward a highresolution (300 dpi) JPG image to Lisa Mead lmead@colliercountybar.org
along with a brief description of the photo. If yours is selected, you’ll
receive a shout out in the Adverse Witness.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Damian Taylor, Esq.

Annual mock trials are an inspiration
Do you remember the first time you thought seriously about going to law school and
becoming a lawyer? Perhaps you were inspired by an attorney in the family, a Hollywood movie or television drama depicting the excitement of some high stakes trial, or
a good book memorializing the heroic works of a famous lawyer. Much has changed
about the practice of law since most of us pursued our legal educations. One thing
that clearly has not changed is the ability of our profession to inspire and attract the
interest of young people to join our ranks. For proof, look no further than the annual
mock trial competition supported by the CCBA, the most recent installment of which
occurred at the Collier County Courthouse on January 26 and 27.
I never cease to be amazed at the dedication of the participating high school students
who, through their mastery of the case materials, rules of evidence, style and courtroom
decorum, strive to outdo their opponents during opening statements, direct and cross
examination, and closing arguments. While many of the students are undoubtedly bound
for other careers, you can’t sit through any of these mock trials without recognizing the
many students who seem destined to be great lawyers.

“ ...I’m always
reassured by the
students that
the future of our
profession will
be in very good
hands.”

For several reasons, watching the competition has always been a special treat for me.
For one, it’s so rewarding to see hard work pay off for the students. It is obvious from
the quality of their performances that the students have devoted many hours of practice
before they show up in the courtroom in their best suits with their supporting families
and friends seated in the gallery. Additionally, I’m always reassured by the students
that the future of our profession will be in very good hands. As much as we may worry
about too many lawyers entering the profession, and whether technology will reduce
the need for lawyers, I believe we will always need good lawyers, and I am convinced
the future lawyers in these mock trial competitions are going to be very good indeed.
And then there is the nostalgia I always seem to feel as I observe the enthusiasm the
students have for their roles in the courtroom. There’s something about it that reminds
me of the mystique the legal profession held for me when I was their age.
If you haven’t been to one of our local mock trial competitions, or if you’ve been absent
for some time, please join us for the next one. You won’t be disappointed. Lisa Mead
and her staff ensure everything runs smoothly. While they also do an amazing job recruiting our local lawyers and judges to volunteer as presiding and scoring judges for
the event, they can always use more help. If you have more time, you may even wish
to coach one of the high school teams, as many of our CCBA members have done.
Many thanks to Lisa, her staff, and all our volunteers for helping to make this year’s mock
trial competition another successful and rewarding event for all involved. I would also
like to recognize and thank our own Tom Rinaldi, who was part of the group responsible
for developing this year’s case materials. You should feel very good about doing your
part to help inspire the next generation of outstanding lawyers!
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LEGAL AID NOTES

By Jeffrey A. Ahren

10th Annual Barrister’s Bash set for April 26
Join Legal Aid on April 26th at the Hilton of Naples for a very special celebration of the
10th Annual Barrister’s Bash. The 10th Annual Barrister’s Bash will include a cocktail hour,
three course dinner, complimentary glass of wine, silent auction, and presentation honoring
Legal Aid’s 2017 Community Award Winners.
There is no better way to support Legal Aid than by sponsoring the 10th Annual Barrister’s
Bash. All Sponsors will receive tickets to the Bash, as well as other benefits which vary by
sponsorship level. Reserve your sponsorship today to be included in our promotional efforts, and submit payment at any time prior to the event. The following sponsorships are
now available:

Jeffrey Ahren
Director of Development
239-298-8130
jahren@legalaid.org
Logan Meester
Development Assistant
239-298-8138
lmeester@legalaid.org
Wendy Merida
Pro Bono Assistant
239-775-4982
wmerida@legalaid.org

Saturday, February 17

TAKE A STAND
AGAINST DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE 5K RACE
8:00 AM

WESLEY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Thursday, April 26

10th ANNUAL
BARRISTER'S BASH
HILTON OF NAPLES
Sponsorships Available
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VISIONARY SPONSOR ($3,500) includes: 1 full table at the event (10 tickets), with company name and logo on table (8” x 10” display); full page ad in written event program; invitation
to an exclusive pre-event VIP party; listing on event sponsor board; recognition in pre-event
promotional materials and on Legal Aid’s website and social media; table location priority;
and 10 free drinks tickets.
AMBASSADOR SPONSOR ($2,500) includes: 1 full table at the event (10 tickets), with
company name and logo on table (8” x 10” display); full page ad in written event program;
invitation to an exclusive pre-event VIP party; listing on event sponsor board; recognition
in pre-event promotional materials and on Legal Aid’s website and social media; and table
location priority.
LEADERSHIP SPONSOR ($1,500) includes: 1 full table at the event (10 tickets), with company name and logo on table (8” x 10” display); full page ad in written event program; invitation to an exclusive pre-event VIP party; listing on event sponsor board; recognition in
pre-event promotional materials and on Legal Aid’s website and social media.
PARTNER SPONSOR ($1,000) includes: 4 tickets to the event, a ½ page ad in the written
event program; listing on the event sponsor board; and recognition on Legal Aid’s website
and social media.
ADVOCATE SPONSOR ($500) includes: 2 tickets to the event, a listing on the event sponsor board; and recognition on Legal Aid’s website and social media.
To order tickets or reserve your sponsorship, please visit collierlegalaid.org/bash or contact Logan Meester, at (239) 298-8138 or by email at lmeester@legalaid.org.
Legal Aid’s Attorney of the Month for January – Marshall Bender, Esq.
Legal Aid Service of Collier County is proud to announce that Marshall P. Bender, Esq. has
been selected as our Attorney of the Month for January 2018. Marshall is an Associate
with Cohen & Grigsby’s Litigation Group and has a broad range of experience acting as both
defense counsel and plaintiff’s counsel.
For several years, Marshall has been a great asset to Legal Aid by accepting pro bono cases,
primarily real estate, housing and contract matters, and obtaining many favorable outcomes
for low-income clients. Marshall also regularly volunteers at Legal Aid’s pro bono clinics
throughout the year, including both spring and fall clinics, as well as a special communitywide clinic held in October 2017 in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma. Marshall also serves on
Florida’s 20th Circuit Pro Bono Committee, helping ensure that the pro bono legal needs of
the 20th Judicial Circuit are met.
continued on page 10
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VIEW FROM THE BENCH

By The Honorable Christine Greider
Circuit Court Judge, Collier County

A healthy and hopeful community partnership
Next year, the Collier County court system will celebrate
the 20th anniversary of Felony Drug Court. In 1999, then
Circuit Court Judge William L. Blackwell introduced an alternate approach to addressing felony defendants charged
with crimes related to substance abuse issues. Modeled
from a program that had recently started in Dade County,
Judge Blackwell put together a team of prosecutors, public
defenders and treatment providers to launch what would
be the first operational Drug Court within the 20th Judicial
Circuit.
Judge Lawrence D. Martin, myself and Judge Janeice Martin
followed Judge Blackwell as presiding Collier County Drug
Court judges. Judge Janeice Martin currently serves in this
capacity since her taking over the helm in 2011.
Some things have changed since Judge Blackwell’s tenure.
For example, in the late 90’s and through the early 2000s, a
participant’s primary drug of choice was more often than not
cocaine (powdered or crack). That changed in 2006-2007
when opiate pain medication (OxyContin, etc.), came onto
the scene. It was the primary drug of choice when Judge
Janeice Martin took over in 2011. More recently, increased
controls over “pill mills” and excessive opiate prescription
practices has led to a resurgence of heroin use. Today, heroin persists as the drug most often associated with crimes
that lead a Defendant to enter Drug Court.
The mission statement of Collier County Drug Court was
established in 2007. “Changing and Saving Lives through
Honesty, Personal Responsibility and Recovery” represents
the core principles of the program and serves as a sound
foundation for a participant’s recovery.
Many of the lives of participants have changed for the better and they are active and productive members of our community to this day. Of course, there have been those who
were unable or unwilling to embrace recovery were terminated from the program, with a jail or prison sentence imposed. Still others have lost their fight and succumbed to
overdose or drug-related illness. Regardless, we are mindful
that the life of a Drug Court participant isn’t limited to a
courtroom, jail or prison cell, or to the rooms of recovery.
Instead, they are a part of our community, and they will ultimately return to that community, regardless of their success
in Drug Court.
As many of you know, I am a not-so-successful runner. About
10 years ago, when the Gulf Coast Runners were looking for
volunteers for the annual Naples Daily News Half Marathon,
See “View from the Bench,” page 10
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Register for any event
through Lisa Mead.
Phone: 239-252-8711
lmead@colliercountybar.org
www.colliercountybar.org.

Event Policy
It is the policy of the
Collier County Bar
Association to request
that all reservations for
our events are placed at
least two days prior to the
event.
We are always willing
to accommodate our
members; however, event
sites must order food two
days prior to an event.
Also, it is the policy
of the Collier County
Bar Association to
issue refunds ONLY if
a member cancels a
reservation two days prior
to an event. If a member
cancels the day before,
or the day of an event, a
refund will not be issued.
We appreciate your
consideration of this
policy.
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FEBRUARY
1

Trusts and Estates Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
This is a free event, please bring your own lunch
Registration is required

6

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Office, 8:00 a.m.

6

CCB Foundation Board Meeting
CCBA Office, 8:30 a.m.

6

Trial Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
TL Members - $25; Non-members - $35

8

Real Estate Luncheon
Shula’s at Hilton Naples, 12:00 p.m.
RE Members - $25; Non-members - $35

9

CCBA Membership Luncheon
Country Club of Naples, 12:00 p.m.
Members - $20; Non-members - $35

13 YL Board Meeting
Whiskey Park, 12:00 p.m.

14 Trial Law Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.
15 Family Law Happy Hour
Hyatt House, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Sponsored by Kaufman, Rossin & Co.
Complimentary appetizers and a drink
ticket for all members of the section
16-17 Circuit Mock Trial Competition
Charlotte County Court House
Volunteers who have not served for the
local competition are needed
24 Foundation Barbeque
Home of Joe and Louise Stewart
Proceeds benefit the Holocaust Museum
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Tickets are $60 each and include wine/beer
bar, food and live music
Extend the fun by joining us for the Pub Crawl
from 5:00 to midnight for an additional $10
Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
interest to our members.
28 CCWBA Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.

MARCH
6

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Office, 8:00 a.m.

6

Trial Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
TL Members - $25; Non-members - $35

8

Real Estate Luncheon
Shula’s at Hilton Naples, 12:00 p.m.
RE Members - $25; Non-members - $35

9

CCBA Membership Breakfast
Legal Aid Services of Collier County, 7:30 a.m.
Members - $20; Non-members - $35

13 YL Board Meeting
Whiskey Park, 12:00 p.m.

21 Family Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
FL Members - $25; Non-members - $35
23 Estate Planning Symposium
Naples Hilton , 7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
TE Members - $45; Non-members - $60
Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
interest to our members.
28 CCWBA Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
30 CCBA office closed in observance
of Good Friday

14 Trial Law Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.
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BULLETIN BOARD
Got news?
Contact Lisa Mead by
calling 252-8711 or
drop an email
line to lmead@
colliercountybar.org

CLASSIFIED
NAPLES REAL ESTATE LAWYER – UNIQUE CAREER OPPORTUNITY: Cheffy Passidomo
seeks highly qualified real estate transactional and development lawyer. The position requires excellent academic credentials and extensive commercial real estate, loan, condominium, construction, development and leasing experience. Preeminent career opportunity,
immediate front-line responsibility, and collegial and supportive work environment. Please
reply by email with a confidential cover letter and resume to the Firm’s Chief Operating Officer, Charles E. Mustard. cemustard@napleslaw.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Inclusion
Policy
If you are a CCBA member
in good standing and you’ve
moved, been promoted, hired an
associate, taken on a partner, or
received an award, we’d like to
hear from you. Talks, speeches
(unless they are of national
stature), CLE presentations and
political announcements are
not accepted. In addition, we
will not print notices of honors
determined by other publications
(e.g., Super Lawyers, Best
Lawyers, etc.).
Notices must be submitted in
writing and limited to 100 words;
they are printed at no cost to
members and are subject to
editing. E-mail your notice to
lmead@colliercountybar.org.
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Laird A. Lile, a board-certified wills, trusts
and estates attorney in Naples, recently was
named chairman of the Real Property, Probate & Trust Law Political Action Committee. Laird A. Lile, PLLC offers legal counsel
on estate- and trust-related matters, including estate planning, estate and trust administration, probate-related litigation and tax
matters. For more information, call 239-6497778 or visit www.LairdALile.com.
Quarles & Brady LLP has announced that
Ashley E. Sykes, an attorney in the firm’s
Labor and Employment Practice Group in
Naples, has been accepted into the Growing
Associates in Naples (GAIN) Class of 2018.
GAIN is a program of the non-profit Leadership Collier Foundation under the Greater
Naples Chamber of Commerce.
Collier County attorney Patrick H. Neale
is now a Florida Supreme Court Certified
Civil mediator. With extensive experience
in transactional, multi-party negotiations
on a world-wide basis, Patrick Neale brings
unique insight into the dynamics of a dispute. www.patrickneale.com, info@patrickneale.com. 239-642-1485.
Galbraith, PLLC, (www.galbraith.law) is
pleased to announce the addition of John
A. Garner, Esq. as partner effective Decem-

ber 15, 2017. Formerly of the Naples-based
Law Offices of Sullivan & Garner, Mr. Garner specializes in the areas of estate planning, gift planning, estate administration and
trust administration. Mr. Garner is available
to provide probate and trust administration
services in all Florida counties.
Marshall Law Office is excited to announce
that Samantha Branda, Esq. has joined our
team as an Associate Family Law Attorney.
She has experience in corporate law and
criminal defense and is available for confidential consultation.
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A.,
announces that attorney Donald Thomson has been named Chairman of the Bonita Springs Estero Economic Development
Council (“BSEEDC”). The BSEEDC’s mission is to be the local area’s economic development resource partner for promoting
business and workforce retention, development, and growth. Thomson is the managing
attorney of the firm's Bonita Springs’ office.
He concentrates his practice in the areas of
residential and commercial real estate and
is a Certified Circuit Civil Mediator by the
Florida Supreme Court. He may be reached
at 239-344-1369 or via email at donald.thomson@henlaw.com.
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GUEST

EDITORIAL

By Charles Whittington, Esq.
Grant, Fridkin, Pearson, P.A.

Dating: Not just for members of online
dating sites
As the title suggests, dating is not just for members of online dating sites. Dating,
in a different sense, is an important and necessary detail for any and every party
negotiating and entering into a contract. While the concept is generally applicable
to all forms of contracts, this article will focus on real estate contracts typically used
in Collier County, Florida. The typical NABOR® and FAR/BAR contracts contain
language along the following lines: “The Effective Date of this Contract shall be the
last date either Seller or Buyer signs or initials this Contract … The latest date set
forth on this contract by either party’s signature or initials shall be the effective
date.” (emphasis added). Failure to pay attention to the underlined text could result
in adverse consequences that can easily be avoided.
Does this situation sound familiar? A client you are representing signs and dates a
contract offer and delivers it to the other party. Your client engages in a couple of
rounds of negotiating the deal points in the contract offer by exchanging marked up
copies of the contract; but after the first round of counteroffers, both parties stop
dating the initialed changes. Eventually, the parties come to an agreement on all of
the terms of the contract. Congratulations, your client now has a fully executed contract! Is there any issue here? The short answer is likely. As noted in the underlined
text above, under a typical real estate contract used in Collier County, the effective
date is determined by the last date reflected in the document. In the hypothetical
above, when both parties fail to date the changes in each round of counteroffer to
the initial contract offer, the effective date becomes the last date contained in the
contract (i.e. the date of the initial counteroffer since that is the last date reflected
in the contract). This mistake could result in the loss of several days of the already
brief due diligence/inspection period or financing contingency deadline. In short, by
failing to date all changes in the negotiated contract, the parties are short-changing
themselves and, potentially, setting themselves up for a fight over compliance with
the applicable contract deadlines. These headaches can be avoided by dating each
and every initialed change.
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Legal Aid Notes from page 5

View from the Bench from page 6

Marshall is one of Legal Aid’s most relied-upon pro bono attorneys when clients face a complicated housing or contract issue.
“Marshall has been a great supporter of Legal Aid and our pro
bono program. We are grateful for all the support our program
has from the Collier County Bar Association and especially from
members like Marshall,” says Carol O’Callaghan, Legal Aid’s
Managing Attorney. Marshall’s dedication to the community and
the value of equal justice make him a valuable asset to Legal Aid
and its clients. Please join us in congratulating Marshall Bender
as Legal Aid’s Attorney of the Month for January 2018!

the Drug Court Team approached the race director to offer assistance at the race. We rode a Collier County Sheriff’s Office
bus to start and finish line at 5th Avenue and started what would
become a yearly tradition of serving food and water, handing out
medals at the finish line, and cleaning up the area after the race.
We expanded that concept to provide that same volunteer opportunity at a number of other races (including the CCBA Race
Judicata) in Collier County.
So, what happened? The recovering addict in Drug Court
got the chance to see a different kind of high, as runners of all
ages crossed the finish line. More importantly, they began to
see themselves as a part of the community, because they were
needed and valued. They were and are considered to be some
of the most reliable and hard-working volunteers at a race. Over
time, many of our participants would even end up training for
and running this race and others put on by Gulf Coast Runners.
For me, the most meaningful result happened a few years ago,
as the group was setting up for a 10k in Pelican Bay wearing
their “Drug Court Works” t-shirts, with “Honesty, Personal Responsibility, Recovery” displayed in large letters on the back of
the shirt. I had the chance to overhear dozens of runners and
race supporters approach participants, to ask them about what
they read on the shirt, and to follow up with questions about a
son, daughter or grandchild in the grips of addiction. It was in
that moment that the Drug Court addicts’ experience, strength
and hope took on a greater meaning than just volunteering at a
community event.
Attached are photos from the 2018 race. Judge Martin and I
are standing with George Dondaville, the race director from that
first race in 2008 (He started his career as a lawyer!). The other photos include a part of the group designated to the food/
refreshment table, a drug court participant who ran and completed the race, and a participant who was celebrating his one
year of sobriety that very day. His smile was equally as bright
as those who were able to finish the 13.1 mile race. (Including
attorneys Dresden Brunner and Denise Tyler).
If you are in recovery, perhaps you would consider attending
a Drug Court session or serving as a sponsor to a participant.
Court is in session every Tuesday afternoon (usually in 1B), with
the women at 3:00 p.m. and the men at 4:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.
If you have questions, please contact Judge Janeice Martin.
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GUEST

EDITORIAL

By Herman Tarnow, Esq.
and Ryan Tarnow, Esq.

Alimony changes under Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
Did you know that alimony payments are considered a “subsidy” by the federal government?
That is exactly what they are listed as in the Bill Summary that accompanies the tax revision bill
known as the “Tax Cuts and Jobs Act” which was passed by the House of Representatives and
the Senate. The President has signed this bill into law.
That alimony “subsidy” no longer exists under the new Tax Cuts and Job Act.
There is a grenade in the Tax Cuts and Job Act which will affect virtually every couple where
alimony is at issue. Anyone who is in the process of divorce should become fully-aware of the
tax impact which will be established by the new legislation.
As the tax laws exist today, alimony is tax deductible for the payer spouse and taxable to the
receiving spouse.
Under the newly enacted Tax Cuts and Job Act, alimony will only be paid out of after-tax dollars,
and would be tax free to the receiving spouse! There would no longer be a credit against the
taxes owed by the payer spouse.
By way of example, under the current tax law, if the paying spouse is ordered to pay $3,000.00
a month in alimony and is taxed at the 33% rate, the payer spouse would receive a tax credit equivalent to $1,000.00 a month against the payer spouse’s tax obligation. Therefore, with
the credit, the payer spouse’s alimony payment only costs $2,000.00 in alimony, instead of
$3,000.00. The receiving spouse would actually get the $3,000.00, and, in turn, would pay taxes
on the $3,000.00 generally at a much lower rate. This allows for more funds to be available to
both parties to pay alimony.
Under the new Tax Cuts and Job Act, using the example set forth above, the payer spouse must
now take into consideration the $1,000.00 a month tax savings loss in determining what monies
would be available to pay the receiving spouse. The ability to pay alimony will, in many cases, be
severely reduced since the paying spouse will be obligated to pay income taxes on the money
that will then go to the receiving spouse as alimony tax free!
This is a major game changer for anyone who is getting divorced, and it will be effective as of
December 31, 2018.
As attorneys whose practice is limited to Family Law, we have crafted countless Martial Settlement Agreements that have established alimony as part of an economic package for our clients.
The removal of taxable alimony will have disastrous effects on both parties. It is quite apparent
that Courts will not be able to award the same amount of alimony as they have in the past since
the money available to the paying spouse will be reduced by the amount of taxes that have to
be paid.
Fortunately, this revision to the Tax Code will not affect prior Agreements or Judgments made
before December 31, 2018, unless both parties agree to modify the alimony award and adopt the
new tax law provisions. However, the language of the new statute, with respect to modifications
after December 31, 2018, leaves open a question as to what a Court might do even if one party
does not want the modification to affect the tax impacting of the previous alimony award. As
currently written, the new tax law does not apply to future modifications unless “… the modification expressly provides that the amendments made by this section apply to such modification”. What remains to be seen is whether when there is a judicial modification, can the Court
impose the provisions of the new statute without the consent of both parties?
On an ongoing basis, these changes to the alimony law will be a nightmare as Judges and attorneys come to grip with a very changed economic environment in all future divorce cases.
The new tax law revisions do not set forth the language of the current tax law by striking the
sections that are affected. Rather, the Tax Cuts and Job Act refers to provisions of the code
by section.
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS

By Laird Lile, Esq.
Florida Bar Board of Governors

Florida Bar Board of Governors report
The Florida Bar Board of Governors met on December 8, 2017, in Fernandina Beach. The
major actions of the Board and reports received included:
Florida Bar members are encouraged to apply by Jan. 3 to be recommended for two vacancies on each of 26 Judicial Nominating Commissions. Details and a link to download applications are posted here and available by calling 850-561-5757. A Jan. 16 deadline is set for
applying for other important opportunities for Bar service, including appointments to 2018-19
committees and to the Wm. Reese Smith, Jr., Leadership Academy; committee preference
forms and leadership academy applications are posted here.
Preparations for the Jan. 9 opening of the 2018 Legislative Session are underway with budget requests completed and bills being filed and heard in committees. The Florida Bar will
again advocate for adequate funding of the state courts system, state attorneys’ offices, public defenders’ offices, court-appointed counsel, and the offices of the clerks of the circuit and
county courts performing court-related functions. In addition, legislation of importance to
Bar members is being tracked, including payment of bar fees and CLE for state employees
and an act requiring payment of due process costs of pro bono attorneys appointed to represent dependent children with special needs. Four bills have been filed regarding Judicial
Nominating Commissions (JNCs) that would revise the procedures for appointing members
to JNCs; The Florida Bar supports a merit-based process for selecting Florida judges through
independent JNCs and opposes any changes to the current JNC process that would impair
the independence of the commissions. To track bills, view session weekly updates, and peruse the legislative positions of The Florida Bar and Florida Bar Sections, visit floridabar.org/
legislativeactivity.
The Bar’s Special Committee on the 2017-18 Constitution Revision is assisting the Constitution
Revision Commission (CRC) by working with Bar Sections to develop white papers on legal
topics and, in partnership with the Young Lawyers Division, provided the commissioners with
a 12-part video education series on each section of the Florida Constitution. That series is
available for free continuing legal education credits to all Florida Bar members. The CLE link,
a schedule of meetings and hearings, the timeline for the CRC’s work, and additional information are posted at floridabar.org/CRC.
A May 2017 poll revealing that only one in 10 Floridians could correctly identify Florida’s CRC
process and its importance to Floridians, is being addressed by a Florida Bar public education program, Protect Florida Democracy: Our Constitution, Our Rights, Our Courts. The
program is reaching millions through digital platforms, a “Floridian’s Guide to the Constitution
Revision Commission,” and volunteer speakers for legal and community groups. In addition,
the Cuban American Bar Association (CABA) is printing and distributing 10,000 copies of the
guide in Spanish. Visit www.ProtectFLDemocracy.org to learn more about the CRC, subscribe
to weekly email updates, and request a speaker.
Three new member benefits were approved: HMC Healthworks and Wellbeing Coaches; discounts for Orlando area theme parks, attractions, and hotels; and Frames4Diplomas. These
programs will soon join the more than 60 other free or discounted products and services for
personal and professional needs, and some offer free trials, demos and complimentary initial
services. Visit floridabar.org/memberbenefits to tap into the savings.
The Board voted to oppose a Bar member-initiated petition filed with the Florida Supreme
Court to amend Bar rules for automatic discipline when a state or federal appellate court
finds lawyer has made a frivolous filing as such action could infringe on the due process protections provided in the grievance process and various other reasons. The Board also opSee “BOG Report,” page 14
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S UPDATE

By Lisa Mead, Executive Director
Collier County Bar Association

Happy Valentine’s Day!
To some the holiday is the focal point of an otherwise bleak and grey season. But
to others it is a “Hallmark” holiday that leaves them feeling like the love child of the
Grinch and Ebenezer Scrooge. I have often been accused of being part of the latter
camp. And while I still feel that an impulsive gesture is more indicative of affection
than a mandated day of celebration, I have come to appreciate the finer points of
the holiday.
Valentine’s Day actually started as an ancient Roman celebration of fertility called
Lupercalia. The day was vastly different than the hearts and flowers holiday we
know today. It was instead earmarked by sacrifices and forced mating rituals that
were anything but romantic. The ritual was later sanitized as Christians tied it to the
celebration of St. Valentine and made it a day for romance and courtly love.
Today, Valentine’s Day is big business with an estimated billion cards sent each year.
Cruise any Walgreens on the 14th and you’ll see aisles full of anxiety-ridden shoppers (mostly men) trying to find that perfect card or box of chocolates in a mostly
picked over holiday section of the store.
I prefer the sweeter, gentler version of the day. One in which no one gets in trouble
for not buying said perfect card. One where the acknowledgement of love and kindness, in all of its variations, is all that is needed.
In the spirit of that version of Valentine’s Day, I want to acknowledge the caring and
kindness that I see every day here at the CCBA. Our members do amazing things.
Many of you take on extra cases to help the underserved. You also support local
charities through both board service and acts of kindness. I see you support each
other as well. Informal mentoring is alive and well here at the CCBA. Having resources for advice and venting can be the difference between a good day and a bad
one. So whether you’re a starry eyed romantic who’s already in love with the holiday
or a hard-bitten cynic, take a moment to view the holiday through a different lens and
acknowledge love and kindness wherever you find it on Valentine’s Day and every
day.
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BOG report from page 12
posed a proposed amendment to the comment for Bar Rule
4-8.4 regarding intimidation or bullying other lawyers because
it was too vague. Additional information on the Board’s discussions of these proposals will appear in the January 1 Florida Bar
News available online Dec. 26.
A Proposed Advisory Opinion (17-1) was presented, finding it
is not a violation of Bar rules for a Bar member working as cocounsel with a lawyer from another state to share fees with that
lawyer although that lawyer may be in a firm that is partly owned
by a nonlawyer. The opinion notes that nonlawyer ownership of
law firms is not allowed in Florida, something that only two U.S.
and some foreign jurisdictions allow. Ethics advisory opinions
and resources are available at floridabar.org/ethics.
Responding to an inquiry from a Florida Bar member, the Board
Review Committee on Professional Ethics recommended, and
the Board agreed, to advise the inquirer that Avvo Advisor – a
private company’s online system for connecting potential clients to lawyers for 15-minute consultations for $39 – is a lawyer
referral service under Florida’s rules. For-profit lawyer referral
services must comply with Rule 4-7.22 for Florida Bar members
to participate (local bar association-sponsored, non-profit referral services are governed mainly by Rule 8). Twenty-eight lawyer
referral services are current in their quarterly reports to The
Florida Bar. For-profit lawyer referral services must comply with
Rule 4-7.22 for lawyers to participate - the rule requires that the
services receive no payment that constitutes a division of fees,
furnish or require lawyers to have professional liability insurance,
affirmatively state in ads that the system is a lawyer referral service, and other requirements. The January 1 Florida Bar News
(online Dec. 26) will provide more information for Bar members
about participating in Avvo Advisor. The advisory opinion addresses only the Avvo Advisor service.
IMPORTANT LINKS & REMINDERS
The 2018 Pro Bono Awards Ceremony is Jan. 25, at 3:30 p.m., at
the Florida Supreme Court and will be streamed live at http://
wfsu.org/gavel2gavel.
Watch new video segments on Florida’s court system funding
needs, the CRC’s debate on the retirement age for judges, and
a new program for handling outstanding warrants on YouTube at
FloridaBarNews.TV.
Check out the latest edition of The Professional, a newsletter
published by the Henry Latimer Center for Professionalism,
featuring articles including, “What Power, Professionalism, and
Spider-Man Have in Common” and “The Next Step on the Road
to True Civility: Embracing Our Shared Humanity.”
Follow The Florida Bar and many programs, sections and committees on social media for the news and information: FloridaBar.Org/SocialMedia

There are thousands of siblings in foster care
who will take you just as you are.
888. 200. 4005

AdoptUSKids.org

Read Previous BOG Meeting Summaries
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2018 CCBA Sponsors
Platinum
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A.
Laird A. Lile, PLLC
Roetzel & Andress

2018 Foundation Sponsors

Gold
Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist, P.A.
Cheffy Passidomo, PA
Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor, Klaus,
Doupé & Diaz, P.A.
Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.

Gold
Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor & Diaz, P.A.
Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.

Silver
Cummings & Lockwood LLC
Law Office of Donald P. Day
Doyle Conflict Resolution, Inc.
Element Technologies, LLC
Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Silverio & Hall, P.A.
Wicker, Smith, O'Hara, McCoy & Ford, P.A.
Bronze
Akerman LLP
Law Office of James W. Chandler, P.A.
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Conroy, Conroy & Durant, P.A.
Dal Lago Law
Family Law Section of the CCBA
Sharon M. Hanlon, Esq
Marshall Law Office
McLaughlin & Stern, LLP
Law Office of Verderamo & Nunez
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Platinum
Laird A. Lile, PLLC

Silver
FineMark National Bank and Trust
Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Larsen Trial Law
Wicker, Smith, O'Hara, McCoy & Ford, P.A.
Bronze
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Dal Lago Law
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A.
Family Law Section of the CCBA
Law Office of Verderamo & Nunez
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So many wonderful memories ...
2011 Holiday Party

2013 Past Presidents Luncheon

2006 Young Lawyers Happy Hour

2007 Judges vs. Lawyers Softball

2014 Race Judicata

2006 Law Week Luncheon

2014 Triar’s Club Roast of Tara Miller Dane

2012 Holiday Party

2012 Golf Tournament

2016 DCA Dinner - Lion of the Law Honorees
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2017 Installation of Officers
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AFFILIATE OUTREACH

By Lisa A. Mead, Executive Director
Collier County Bar Association

Attorneys Joseph Coleman of Woodward, Pires & Lombardo and Jennifer Cachon of
Conroy, Conroy and Durant represented our Young Lawyers at the recent Affiliate
Outreach Conference in St. Petersburg. The duo presented our community project for the
year and did such a great job that they won the President’s Award. Congrats to Joey and
Jennifer and to our YL!
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100% Club
Albert Batista, Esq.

John L. Licciardi, PA

The Law Office of Sal Bazaz, P.A.

Livingston Loeffler, P.A.

Law Offices of Jerry Berry, P.A.

Marshall Law Office

Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC

Paul A. Murray, P.A.

Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist, P.A.

Patrick Neale & Associates

Hilda Cenecharles, Esq.

Adam J. Oosterbaan

Law Office of Ellen T. Chadwell, PL

Antonio J. Perez-Benitoa, P.A.

Cheffy Passidomo

Quarles & Brady, LLP

Holly B. Chernoff

Douglas L. Rankin, Esq.

Richard D. Cimino, P.A.

Richman Law Firm

Law Offices of James W. Chandler

Roetzel & Andress

Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor, Klaus,

Law Office of Sam J. Saad, III

Doupé & Diaz, P.A.

Law Office of Tammy Strohl, P.A.

Conroy, Conroy & Durant, P.A.

Tarnow Law Firm, P.L.

Dunwody White & Landon, P.A.

Thompson Lewis Law Firm, PLLC

Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.

Treiser Collins, P.L.

Gray Robinson

Law Office of Verderamo & Nunez

Law Office of Sharon M. Hanlon, P.A.

Viacava & Cantor

Law Office of Kevyn Noonan Hayes

Nico J. Vitale, Esq.

The Kelleher Firm, P.A.

Weldon & Rothman, PL

Kotler Law Firm, P.L.

Wilson & Johnson, P.A.

Lanier and Deifik, P.A.

Law Offices of Elizabeth Wolt, P.A.

Larsen Trial Law

Brian D. Zinn, LLC

Legacy Law Firm Naples, P.A.
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2018
Mediation & Arbitration	�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������21, 23, 29, 31, 32
Marital & Family Law	������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 21
Court Appointed Receiver	������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ 22
Criminal Law & Personal Injury Law	������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ 24
Insurance	���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 25, 26
Personal Injury Law & Employment Law	�������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 27, 28, 30
Bankruptcy Law	�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������27
Patent & Trademark Law	�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������27
Legal/Nurse Consulting	������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ 28
Business Law & Litigation	��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 28
Home Health Nursing	���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 29
Appellate Practice	����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 29
Paralegal	������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������30
Printing and Copies	��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������30
Malpractice Law	���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 31

If you are interested in advertising in The Adverse Witness, please contact the Collier County Bar Association office
at (239) 252-8711 or lmead@colliercountybar.org.
MEMBER RATES

NON-MEMBER RATES

PER MONTH

Classified (<50 words)
Business card (3.625 x 2.125)
1/4 Page Vertical (3.625 x 4.375)
1/2 Page Vertical (3.625 x 9.75)
1/2 Page Horizontal (7.5 x 4.375)
Full Page (7.5 x 9.375)
1/2 Page Horiz. inside cover* (7.5 x 4.375)
1/2 Page Vert. inside cover* (3.625 x 9.75)
Full Page inside back cover* (7.5 x 9.375)
1/2 page back outside* (7.5 x 4.375)
*As space permits

B&W
Color
$35.00
n/a
$75.00
n/a
$100.00
n/a
$175.00
n/a
$175.00
n/a
$300.00 n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

$450.00
$450.00
$900.00
$550.00

PER MONTH

Annual
$315.00
$675.00
$900.00
$1575.00
$1575.00
$2700.00

B&W
$50.00
$100.00
$150.00
$225.00
$225.00
$450.00

Color
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Annual
$450.00
$900.00
$1350.00
$2025.00
$2025.00
$4050.00

$4050.00
$4050.00
$8100.00
$4950.00

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

$600.00 $5400.00
$600.00 $5400.00
$1000.00 $9000.00
$800.00 $7200.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS THE 10th OF THE MONTH PRECEDING PUBLICATION, in electronic format;
PDF at print size preferred.

Please support our advertisers. They make your newsletter possible!
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MARITAL & FAMILY LAW

Silverio & Hall
professional association
attorneys at law

FOCUSING ON FAMILY LAW

225 EIGHTH STREET SOUTH
NAPLES, FLORIDA 34102
239-649-1001

MEDIATION & ARBITRATION
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COURT APPOINTED RECEIVER
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MEDIATION & ARBITRATION

OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
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Motor Vehicle Accidents • Slip and Fall
Product Liability • Bicycle Accidents
Wrongful Death • Abuse/Molestation
Referrals Honored
5633 Naples Blvd., Naples, FL 34109
Tel. 239-598-3222

www.zelmanandhanlon.com
CRIMINAL AND PERSONAL INJURY LAW
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INSURANCE
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INSURANCE
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BANKRUPTCY

cohenlaw.com
PATENT/TRADEMARK LAW

YOUR IP CO-COUNSEL

YOUR I.P. CO-COUNSEL
Transactional or Litigation
We can help

U.S. REGISTERED PATENT ATTORNEYS
&
FLORIDA BAR BOARD CERTIFIED
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ATTORNEYS
SERVING SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
NAPLES ● FORT MYERS ● SARASOTA
239-262-8502
IP@LLiplaw.com
www.LivingstonLoeffler.com
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LEGAL/NURSE CONSULTING

BUSINESS LITIGATION

Proud to serve as a gold sponsor of
The Collier County Bar Association and
The Collier County Bar Foundation

Coleman Hazzard Taylor
Klaus Doupé & Diaz, P.A.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

3003 Tamiami Trail North, Suite 402 • Naples, Florida 34103
239-298-5200 • www.chtlegal.com
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HOME HEALTH/NURSING

MEDIATION & ARBITRATION

APPELLATE PRACTICE
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PERSONAL INJURY/EMPLOYMENT LAW
Paralegal Association of Florida, Inc.
Southwest Florida Chapter
An affiliate of the National Association
of Legal Assistants, Inc.
c/o PO Box 110893 • Naples, Florida 34108

Paralegal Networking & Monthly CLE Events

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the DoubleTree Guest Suites
in Naples; 5:30 for social hour/6:30 CLE Dinner meeting. Members $25.00
and Guests $35.00. Please RSVP to Sue Smith at shsmith@porterwright.com
if interested in attending or if you need more information.
We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month at the Hilton Garden Inn in
Ft. Myers; 6:00 dinner and check-in. Members $25.00 and Guests $35.00.
Please RSVP to Sabine Francisco at sfrancisco@bolanostruxton.com if
interested in attending or if you need more information.

Custom-Printed

Sticky Notes
This 3" x 3" supply-closet “must-have” item is printed in full
color with your name and logo! Phantom imprints create visual
interest, or change the paper color with free flood coat! Stand
out from the crowd with your own custom note pad. On special
in the month of February. Call for more information.

www.ThePrintShop.tv • 239-775-3553
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MALPRACTICE LAW

MEDIATION SERVICES
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