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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Marc Huling, Esq.

Adverse witnesses
Once upon a time, the rule of law provided that parties interested in a transaction
could not testify on their own behalf. The rationale was that they were thought to be
so corrupted by their interest that they would lie to further it. Day v. Stickle, 113 So.
2d 559, 560 (Fla. 3d DCA 1959). A rule also emerged that a party calling a witness was
bound by the witness’s testimony. So, it was held that, “[w]hen witnesses were called
by a party from among his friends to act as compurgators it was completely rational
that the party calling them would have to stand by what they said. After all he chose
his friends. But when witnesses are called, in some stranger’s lawsuit, to tell about
things they saw, heard, or did, there is no reason in logic or common sense or fairness
why the party who calls them should have to vouch for everything they say.” P&N Inv.
Corp. v. Rea, 153 So. 2d 865, 868 (Fla. 2d DCA 1963) (citing Johnson v. Baltimore & O.
R. Co., 208 F.2d 633 (3rd Cir. 1953), cert. denied, 347 U.S. 943 (1954)).
Under today’s rule, any party, including the party calling the witness, may attack the
credibility of a witness. § 90.608 Fla. Stat. (2016). An adverse witness is a witness that
is hostile, unwilling, or an adverse party or its representative. And isn’t it true that one
purpose of identifying a witness as adverse is so that we may ask the witness leading
questions? At this very moment you are staring at an adverse witness, aren’t you?
To determine why this magazine was named the Adverse Witness, I did an extensive
search; meaning I asked John P. Cardillo. Despite this diligent inquiry, the precise answer
evaded me, and I am led to believe that it will never be known. However, I did learn
some interesting facts: for example, the column we now call the “Traveling Fork” was
originally called “Eating with John.” The “Traveling Fork” was always one of my favorites.
Over the last fifteen years, there have been a handful of articles that I ripped out and
saved in my desk drawer. They include articles on evidence and voir dire authored by
Judge Hardt. There is also an article written by Judge Hayes six years ago called “Who
Dat, and Other Disputations.” A couple of years ago, a lawyer named Alex Peterson
wrote an article titled “Effectively Manage Work and Family” that I read from time to
time. If you wrote an article that I didn’t mention due to space constraints, trust that
it is in my drawer and I read it fondly and often.
Throughout the years, the board of our Bar Association has consistently resisted
pressures to commercialize the Adverse Witness. We have tried to maintain the feel
of a small town newsletter. We have rejected various temptations to raise advertising
dollars in a manner that would compromise the newsletter’s character. Our members
voluntarily contribute to our bar by providing the content of this publication. Wouldn’t
you agree that we are fortunate to have so many good lawyers and judges who share
their time and wisdom to fill these pages with substance every month?
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LEGAL AID NOTES

By Jeffrey A. Ahren

Major award profiles 2017 -- part 1 of 2
ATTORNEY OF THE YEAR – REBECCA M. VACCARIELLO, ESQ.
Legal Aid is proud to honor attorney Rebecca M. Vaccariello as the 2017 Attorney of the
Year. Rebecca M. Vaccariello is an attorney in the litigation department of Salvatori, Wood,
Buckel, Carmichael & Lottes. Rebecca focuses her practice on civil litigation matters involving contract, business and corporate disputes, construction law, real estate litigation, trust
and estate litigation and guardianships. As a member of Legal Aid’s Advisory Board, Rebecca
has contributed her leadership, time, and expertise in support of the Legal Aid mission. Rebecca is being honored for her many contributions and multi-faceted support of Legal Aid.
She first became involved with Legal Aid as a pro bono attorney, generously volunteering her
time to assist low income clients at pro bono clinics, including Legal Aid’s annual “Celebrate
Pro Bono Week” clinic and “Wills for Heroes” event. Rebecca is also a member of Legal Aid’s
Advisory Board, is the Chairperson of the sub-committee on Community Development, and
has been instrumental in Legal Aid’s efforts to launch a Medical – Legal Partnership in Collier County. Rebecca has also generously supported Legal Aid financially and is a multi-year
“Circle of Justice” member.
Jeffrey Ahren
Director of Development
239-298-8130
jahren@legalaid.org
Logan Meester
Development Assistant
239-298-8138
lmeester@legalaid.org
Wendy Merida
Pro Bono Assistant
239-775-4982
wmerida@legalaid.org

Thursday, April 27, 2017
Annual Barrister’s Bash
Hilton Hotel, Naples
6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
~ includes ~
Cocktail Hour,
Three-Course Dinner,
Glass of Wine,
Silent Auction and
Community Awards
Ceremony

Rebecca’s dedication to Legal Aid exemplifies a commitment to service and our community
and we are proud of the leadership and support she has given our organization. Many thanks
to Rebecca Vaccariello, Legal Aid's Attorney of the Year!
LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR – BOND, SCHOENECK & KING, PLLC
Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC is a full-service law firm with offices in Florida, Kansas, and
New York. Bond specializes in counseling individuals, companies, not-for-profits, and public
entities in a wide spectrum of practice areas, including agribusiness, commercial lending, real
estate, construction, health care issues, tax law, and many other fields.
As a longtime generous sponsor of the Barrister's Bash, Bond, Schoeneck & King has demonstrated a steadfast commitment to Legal Aid's mission to help the most vulnerable members
of our community on matters of health, safety, and minimum economic security. Attorneys
with Bond, Schoeneck & King regularly donate their time, leadership, and expertise to Legal Aid as pro bono attorneys and members of our Advisory Board. Many thanks to Bond,
Schoeneck & King, 2017 Law Firm of the Year!
BARRISTER'S BASH!
Please join us at 6:00 p.m. on April 27th at the Hilton of Naples to celebrate the 9th Annual Barrister’s Bash. The Bash includes a cocktail hour, three course dinner, complimentary glass of wine, silent auction, and community awards ceremony. Tickets, sponsorships, and
more information are available online at www.collierlegalaid.org/bash, by email at lmeester@
legalaid.org, or by phone at (239) 298-8138.
NEWS & NOTES
• On February 10th, several Legal Aid staff members were proud to volunteer for the SWFLA Night to Shine event at New Hope Ministries in Naples. Night to Shine is a prom night
experience for people with special needs. This year, 375 churches from around the world,
hosted Night to Shine for 75,000 honored guests through the support of 150,000 volunteers. Night to Shine is supported through the Tim Tebow Foundation.

See “Legal Aid Notes,” page 11
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Register for any event
through Lisa Mead.
Phone: 239-252-8711
lmead@colliercountybar.org
www.colliercountybar.org.

MARCH
2

Trust and Estates Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
This is a free event, drinks provided,
please bring your own lunch

7

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 7:30 a.m.

7

CCB Foundation Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

7

Trial Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
TL Members - $25; Non-members - $35

8

Event Policy
It is the policy of the
Collier County Bar
Association to request
that all reservations for
our events are placed at
least two days prior to the
event.
We are always willing
to accommodate our
members; however, event
sites must order food two
days prior to an event.
Also, it is the policy
of the Collier County
Bar Association to
issue refunds ONLY if
a member cancels a
reservation two days prior
to an event. If a member
cancels the day before,
or the day of an event, a
refund will not be issued.
We appreciate your
consideration of this
policy.
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9

Trial Law Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.
Real Estate Luncheon
Kensington Country Club, 12:00 p.m.
RE Members - $25; Non-members - $35

10 CCBA Membership Luncheon
Kensington Country Club, 12:00 p.m.
Members - $20; Non-members - $35

11

YL Nature Walk
Bird Rookery Swamp , 8:30 a.m.
Tickets - $5 each

14 Young Lawyers Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00
Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
interest:
14 Inns of Court
The Club at Naples Bay Resort, 5:30 p.m.
15 Family Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
FL Members - $25; Non-members - $35
25 Holidays in March
Naples Zoo
If you are interested in volunteering for
this event, please contact Lisa Mead
Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
interest:
29 CCWBA Luncheon
Northern Trust, 11:45 a.m.

APRIL
4

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 7:30 a.m.

4

CCB Foundation Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

4

Trial Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
TL Members - $25; Non-members - $35

11 Young Lawyers Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00
Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
interest:.
11 Inns of Court
The Club at Naples Bay Resort, 5:30 p.m.
12 Trial Law Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.

13 Real Estate Luncheon
Kensington Country Club, 12:00 p.m.
RE Members - $25; Non-members - $35
14 CCBA Offices Closed in Observance of
Good Friday
19 Family Law Section Brown Bag
Collier County Court House, 12:00 p.m.
This is a free event, lunch will be provided
21 Law Week Luncheon
Tiburon Country Club, 12:00 p.m.
Members - $35; Non-members - $45
Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
interest:
26 CCWBA Luncheon
Northern Trust, 11:45 a.m.
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By The Honorable Frederick R. Hardt
Circuit Court Judge, 20th Judicial Circuit, Collier County

Closing Arguments – Do’s and Don’t’s
The closing argument is your last opportunity to persuade the jury to return a favorable
verdict. Ask the Judge how much time you will have for your closing argument. If you
represent the plaintiff, be sure to reserve time for rebuttal.
Here is a check list of things you should do and not do in your closing arguments:
DO’s:
1. Thank the jurors for serving and for being attentive.
2. Make a brief summation of your case in a few sentences.
3. Remind the jurors of their duty to render a fair and just verdict.
4. Remind the jurors of the facts you told them you would prove in your opening statement and the evidence in support of those facts.
5. Review the facts in support of each claim or defense which justify a verdict in favor
of your client.
6. Remind the jurors of the facts which opposing counsel said he or she would prove
but did not.
7. Minimize any weaknesses in your case and why they should not materially affect the
verdict of the jury.
8. Try to refute the arguments you expect opposing counsel to make.
9. Analyze how the law as set forth in the jury instructions should be applied to the
facts of the case in reaching a verdict.
10. Tell the jurors what verdict you want them to render. Review the verdict form question by question with the jurors.
11. Always make eye contact with the jurors.
12. Use demonstrative exhibits and “blow-ups” of smaller exhibits.
13. Practice your closing argument in front of your spouse or a friend.
14. If you are representing the defendant, remind the jurors that you will not be allowed
to respond to the rebuttal argument of opposing counsel.
15. Close your argument by explaining how the verdict you have requested will render
justice. Remember, jurors want to do the right thing and to fix wrongs or injustices.
Appeal to their sense of justice.
DON’T’s:
1. Don’t read your argument. It’s okay to use a short list of key points.
2. Don’t express your personal beliefs or opinions and never vouch for a client or witness.
3. Don’t call a witness or opposing party a liar. By explaining the contradiction or inconsistences of the testimony of a witness, the jury will be able to assess the credibility of the witness.
4. Don’t ask the jurors to “send a message” to the community.
5. Don’t ask the jurors to place themselves in your client’s position. This is known as a
“Golden Rule” argument which is always improper.
6. Don’t argue facts not in the record or which were not received into evidence. However, you are permitted to advance conclusions or facts which may reasonably be
See "Closing Arguments," page 11
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GUEST EDITORIAL

By Jerry Berry, Esq.
Chairman, Innocence Project of Florida

Innocence Project of Florida
I want you to close your eyes and think about all the things that have occurred in your
life over the last 10, 20 and 30 years. Now imagine instead of those events, you had been
wrongfully arrested, wrongfully convicted and sentenced to a long term of prison. And
of course no one will listen to your claims of innocence, because every prisoner claims
they are innocent. If you are in Florida, and you have exhausted all appeals, often your
only hope, your last hope, is the Innocence Project of Florida (IPF).
Since its inception in 2003, IPF has reviewed over 7,000 requests for assistance and
litigated over 120 cases with viable claims of innocence.
The hard work by the underpaid and understaffed attorneys at IPF has led to the exoneration of 16 men. These men were wrongfully incarcerated for a combined total of 300
years – an average of 20 years per exoneree.
One exoneree, James Bain, was released on December 17, 2009 – 35 years after being
convicted of a crime he did not commit.
Exoneration means “Actual Innocence”. The work of IPF established for all 16 men that
they did not commit the crime. Exoneration does not mean these men were released
because of a technicality.
As an added bonus in 5 of the 16 cases where innocence was proven, IPF’s work led to
the arrest and conviction of the actual perpetrator – the person who was guilty of the
crime, but had not been arrested.
Please take the time and go to the IPF website, www.FloridaInnocence.org, watch the
video and learn more about IPF. Or call or email me – I’ll be happy to tell you more about
this wonderful organization.
Jerry Berry
Chairman, Innocence Project of Florida

Adverse Witness, March 2017
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BULLETIN BOARD
Got news?
Contact Lisa Mead by
calling 252-8711 or
drop an email
line to lmead@
colliercountybar.org

CLASSIFIED
OFFICE FOR RENT: Attorneys (5) and
other professional (1) with one executive
office to rent. Attractive building/offices
in great location at Pine Ridge and Airport
Road, Naples, FL. Space for an assistant,
shared conference room with law library
and shared kitchen is included in rent of
$875 per month. Call Rob at 239-593-1444
or Mark at 239-330-1290.
SPACE FOR RENT: Naples AV law firm
seeks attorney to rent an office in its
prime Tamiami Trail space. Use of reception area, conference room, photocopy/

fax, and kitchenette included. Potential
to assist firm with litigation and possible
work in other areas. Contact dnaplaw@
aol.com.
OFFICE FOR RENT: Park Shore/Moorings area in The Beasley Building. Ideal
space for solo practitioner. Executive
corner office (19’ x 12’) within large, fully
equipped professional suite. Shared reception, conference room, copy room,
kitchen, etc. at $995/mo. No lease required. Call Mike Kilbourn at 239-261-1888
or 239-370-3000.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Inclusion
Policy
If you are a CCBA member
in good standing and you’ve
moved, been promoted, hired an
associate, taken on a partner, or
received an award, we’d like to
hear from you. Talks, speeches
(unless they are of national
stature), CLE presentations and
political announcements are
not accepted. In addition, we
will not print notices of honors
determined by other publications
(e.g., Super Lawyers, Best
Lawyers, etc.).
Notices must be submitted in
writing and limited to 100 words;
they are printed at no cost to
members and are subject to
editing. E-mail your notice to
lmead@colliercountybar.org.
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John S. Long and Albert L. Alguadich,
Jr. are proud to announce the opening of
their new firm, Long & Alguadich, PLLC.
Practice focuses primarily on Family Law,
handling Dissolution of Marriage, Paternity,
Post-Judgment matters, Parenting Issues
and Pre- and Post-Nuptial Agreements.
Samantha H. Gregory is an integral part of
the firm as well. Offices are located at 5185
Castello Dr., Ste. 2, Naples, FL 34103, and
can be reached at (239) 316-1600, info@
lanaples.com and www.lanaples.com.
Kevyn Noonan Hayes has formed the Law
Office of Kevyn Noonan Hayes, P.A., a legal
practice specializing in family law, including dissolution of marriage, child custody
and support, post judgment matters, and
guardianships. Mrs. Hayes is an active
member of the Family Law Section of The
Florida Bar, the Family Law Section of the
Collier County Bar, the Collier County
Women's Bar Association, and is currently
serving as President-Elect of the Young
Lawyer's Section of the Collier County
Bar. Offices are located at 1415 Panther
Lane, Suite 406, in Naples. For more information, call 239-591-6248 or visit www.
familylawnaples.com.

Cohen & Grigsby, P.C. is pleased to announce Michael G. Dana has joined
the firm’s corporate and tax group as
a director. Mr. Dana advises American
businesses and their owners with respect
to U.S. tax matters, and provides legal
advice in connection with all aspects of
formation, operation and disposition. His
diverse practice includes advising clients
on corporate, partnership, tax, securities
and other business law matters.
Reuben Doupé presented a seminar on
Modifications of Support at the Family Law
Review Course, sponsored by the Family
Law Section of The Florida Bar and the
Florida Chapter of the American Academy
of Matrimonial Lawyers. The presentation covered modification of alimony and
child support. Reuben, one of only three
attorneys in Southwest Florida admitted
to the American Academy of Matrimonial
Lawyers, lectured on the laws and procedures that apply to such modification
actions. With 1,600 lawyers, judges and
accountants from Florida in attendance, it
is the second largest Family Law seminar
in the country.
continued
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
continued

Mr. Doupé is a partner at Klaus Doupé, is Board Certified
in Marital and Family Law, and is a current member of the
Family Law Section of The Florida Bar where he served in
the leadership of the Rules and Forms Committee and on the
Legislative Committee.
Quarles & Brady, LLP has announced that Jacqueline Johnson
has joined the firm's Naples office as a Mid-Level Associate
in the Estate, Trust and Wealth Preservation Practice Group.
Prior to joining the firm, Johnson practiced law in Fort Lauderdale.

Have a chuckle. It's good for you.
Here's some funny stuff actually said in court ...
Lawyer: “Do you recall approximately the time that you
examined the body of Mr. Eddington at the Rose Chapel?”
Witness: “It was in the evening. The autopsy started about
8:30pm.”
Lawyer: “And Mr. Eddington was dead at the time, is that
correct?'

2 oz. tequila
1 oz. triple sec
1/2 ounce lime juice
Salt
1 too many
1 automobile The “It’s Not Like I’m Drunk” Cocktail
1 missed red light
2 oz. tequila
triple sec
1 false sense of1 oz.
security
1/2 ounce lime juice
1 lowered reaction
time
Salt

1 too many
The “It’s Not Like I’m Drunk” Cocktail
1 automobile
1 missed red light
2 oz. tequila
1 false sense of security
1 oz. triple sec
1 lowered reaction time
1/2 ounce lime juice
Salt
1 too many
Combine ingredients. Shake.
1 automobile
Have another. And another.
1 missed red light
1 false sense of security
1 lowered reaction time

Combine ingredients. Shake.
Have another. And another.

Combine ingredients. Shake.
Have another. And another.
Never underestimate ‘just a few.’
Buzzed driving is drunk driving.

Never underestimate ‘just a few.’
Buzzed driving is drunk driving.
Never underestimate ‘just a few.’
Buzzed driving is drunk driving.

Lawyer: “And lastly, Gary, all your responses must be oral.
Ok? What school do you go to?”
Witness: “Oral.”
Lawyer: “How old are you?”
Witness: “Oral."
Lawyer: “The truth of the matter is that you were not an
unbiased, objective witness, isn’t it? You too were shot in
the fracas.”
Witness: “No, sir. I was shot midway between the fracas and
the navel.”
Lawyer: “Were you present in court this morning when you
were sworn in?"
Lawyer: “You say that the stairs went down to the basement?”
Witness: “Yes.”
Lawyer: “And these stairs, did they go up also?"
Accused, defending himself: “Did you get a good look at
my face when I took your purse?” The defendant was found
guilty and sentenced to ten years in jail.
Lawyer: "This myasthenia gravis -- does it affect your memory
at all?"
Witness: "Yes."
Lawyer: "And in what ways does it affect your memory?"
Witness: "I forget."
Lawyer: "You forget. Can you give us an example of something
that you've forgotten?"

Read more: http://lawvibe.com
Adverse Witness, March 2017

March is “Legal Professionals Appreciation Month”
at The Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort, Naples
Stay in March and receive:
Complimentary internet in guest room
Complimentary access to onsite fitness center
Welcome note from the General Manager
Upgrade to next room category, based upon availability at check in
Late check-out until 2 pm based on availability
24-access to the onsite business center
Rates subject to availability

Hotel amenities:
Luxurious appointments, including:
Multi-line telephones with voice mail
Computer and fax hookups • High speed wireless internet
Marble bathrooms • Daily maid service
Turn-down service upon request
In-room safe large enough to accommodate a laptop
24 hour room service • Concierge Service

For more information, please contact
Sarah Fields, Travel Industry Sales Manager
239-598-6670 • sarah.fields@ritzcarlton.com

Page 9

THE TRAVELING FORK®

By John P. Cardillo, Esq.
Board of Directors, Florida Bar Foundation

Funding Legal Aid in Collier
County positively impacts the
economy
As members of the Collier County Bar Association, most of us are familiar with the positive
impact of legal aid on low-income families, but we now have powerful evidence that legal aid
also benefits the economy in our community and statewide.
A new study commissioned by The Florida Bar Foundation found that every dollar invested
in civil legal aid organizations by the Foundation, donors, and other sources, resulted in more
than $7 in economic impacts in 2015.
The study, performed by The Resource for Great Programs, found that investments in civil
legal aid resulted in $600 million in total economic benefits, including more than $264 million
in income for Floridians obtained with the help of legal aid and pro bono attorneys.
The direct dollar impacts come from sources such as Social Security and Social Security disability, Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements, veterans’ and other federal benefits, as well
as child and spousal support, unemployment compensation and wages. This income generates an additional $274.8 million in impacts resulting from the economic multiplier effect as
that income flows into Florida communities like ours.
In addition, the savings for communities are substantial, with about $60.4 million of costs
avoided statewide from positive trends such as reduced homelessness, fewer police calls and
reduced burden on the court system. Avoided costs from domestic violence alone account
for $6.9 million in savings.
The extraordinary findings are impressive and demonstrate the importance of supporting
legal aid in Collier County.
Unfortunately, total funding for civil legal aid in Florida is at a 10-year low.
Locally, The Florida Bar Foundation is one of several funding sources for the Legal Aid Service
of Collier County, but its funding is a fraction of what is once was. Because of the near-zero
interest rates since the Great Recession, the Foundation’s grants to civil legal aid organizations statewide have fallen by about 80 percent since 2010 and are expected to fall even
further. Total legal aid funding from all sources in Florida has fallen from $100 million in 2010
to $83 million in 2015.
We have a big responsibility in that as attorneys we alone can provide legal services to those
in need, and we have a unique understanding of the importance of civil legal aid to our community. We know the satisfaction that we get from touching the life of a pro bono client, and
now we also know the economic ripple effects that extend throughout our community when
we do.
By taking pro bono cases through legal aid and by donating to our local legal aid organizations
or to The Florida Bar Foundation, we can help ensure that Collier County continues to thrive
and to be the kind of prosperous and caring community we want it to be.
Getting involved and helping promote legal aid funding for programs that provide access to
justice will ensure positive economic stability statewide and locally.
Through our support as lawyers and as humanitarian leaders, we can strengthen the economic impacts of legal aid.
This is the time for us to lead.
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Legal Aid Notes from page 4

Closing Arguments from page 6

• In partnership with United Way of Collier County, Legal Aid
is hosting the VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) program
from January – April. The VITA program offers free tax help
to people who make $64,000 or less, persons with disabilities,
and limited English speaking taxpayers who need assistance
in preparing their tax returns. IRS-certified volunteers provide
free basic income tax return preparation with electronic filing
to qualified individuals. For more information or to schedule an
appointment, please contact Legal Aid at (239) 775-4555 or the
United Way of Collier County at 211.

inferred from the other evidence in the case.
7. Don’t misstate the law.
8. Never talk about insurance coverage or the financial status of any party
9. Do not appeal to sympathy, prejudice or bias.
10. Don’t be over emotional.
11. Do not make derogatory or disparaging comments about
the opposing party or counsel.
12. Do not comment on the opposing party’s demeanor or
appearance in the courtroom, other than on the witness
stand.
13. In a criminal case (other than a death penalty case), do
not comment on the possible penalties if the defendant is
found guilty.
14. In a criminal case, never make any comment on the defendant’s silence.
15. Don’t be unnecessarily repetitive.
I hope you find these checklists helpful when you make your
next closing argument.
Prior to becoming a Circuit Judge in 2004, Judge Hardt’s law
practice was concentrated in the areas of personal injury,
commercial and probate litigation. He was board certified
by the Florida Bar as a Civil Trial Lawyer and as a Business
Litigation Attorney. He was also certified by the Florida Supreme Court as a Circuit Court Civil Mediator and Circuit
Court Arbitrator. He received an “AV” Preeminent rating from
Martindale-Hubbell. Judge Hardt was an adjunct professor
of law at Hodges University where he instructed courses in
Civil Procedure, Torts, Criminal Law and Procedure, Evidence,
Trial Practice, Alternative Dispute Resolution and Constitutional Law. He is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin
Law School where he was a member of the Wisconsin Law
Review. Judge Hardt currently serves in the Felony Division
in Collier County.

• Legal Aid will be performing outreach at upcoming “C’mon”
Sensory Nights on the fourth Tuesday of every month from
5:00 pm-7:00 pm at the Golisano Children’s Museum. C’mon
provides Sensory Nights for children on the autism spectrum
and with other sensory integration disorders. Legal Aid for Collier Kids project Education Advocate Andrea Chanderbali is a
primary facilitator and presenter of these special events. This
program is sponsored by The Naples Children & Education
Foundation, founders of the Naples Winter Wine Festival. For
more information or to register, please visit www.cmon.org/education/sensory-nights/
• Attorney Margaret Pearson McMorrow was sworn in on February 1st as the first Collier-based Chairperson of the Board of
Directors for Legal Aid Service of Collier County, Legal Aid Service of Broward County, and Coast to Coast Legal Aid of South
Florida.
Legal Aid’s Attorney of the Month for February – Starling
Hendriks, Esq.
Legal Aid Service of Collier County is proud to honor Starling
N. Hendriks, Esq. as our Attorney of the Month for February
2017. Starling is a Senior Trust Advisor and Team Leader with
Northern Trust in Naples, assisting clients with estate planning
and trust administration.
She is also a past president of the Collier County Women’s Bar
Association, former 20th Circuit Representative for the Florida
Bar Young Lawyers Division Board of Governors, and past Director of the Collier County Bar Association.
For the past year, Starling devoted a great deal of time and energy as the Chair of Legal Aid’s Advisory Board. She has also
served as the head of the Board’s Bylaws Committee, and will
also be serving on the Strategic Planning Committee over the
next 12 months. Starling is also a generous financial supporter of
Legal Aid as a regular contributor to annual campaigns and the
Circle of Justice membership program. The Hendriks family is
also a regular donor to the Adopt a Family gift exchange event
each Christmas.
“We are so excited to honor Star as our Attorney of the Month,”
states Carol O’Callaghan, Legal Aid’s Managing Attorney. “As
the Chairperson of our Advisory Board for the past year, she has
had a tremendous impact on our organization. Star is an excellent leader and brings great ideas and energy to our program.”
Please join Legal Aid in congratulating Starling Hendriks – Legal Aid’s Attorney of the Month!
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TIRED OF WAITING FOR
CLIENTS TO FIND YOU?
Join the Lawyer Referral Service of Collier County –
and your phone will start ringing!
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This event would not be possible
without all of the volunteers willing
to give up part of their weekend to
support these students. Thank you!
Pamela Barger
Sal Bazaz
Beverly Brennan
Toni Butler
John T. Cardillo
Denise Cazobon
Hilda Cenecharles
Emma Christman
Katlyn Cinelli
Joseph Coleman
Sonia Diaz
Christopher Donovan
Lee Feinberg
Sara Hall
Sara Hanley
The Honorable Frederick Hardt
Kelsey Hazzard
Michael Hopkins
Corey Huffman
Marc Huling
Cathrine Hunter
Lora Krider
Anthony Lawhon
Jose Leon
Brian McNamara
James Molenaar
Richard Montecalvo
Martin Nestares
Tamara Nicola
James Oliver
Eric Olson
Meredith Pelton
Randall Place
Andrew Reiss
Melinda Riddle
Jamie Ringhofer
Jennifer Ruiz Garay
Kristine Shrode
Jonathan Silverman
Christen Spake
Damian Taylor
Jessica Tolin
Kimberly Spiker
Christyna Torrez
Eric Vasquez
Maria Vigilante
Charles Whittington
D. Keith Wickenden
Josiah Wolfson
Joseph Zaks
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Annual Mock Trial Competition
February 3rd and 4th, 2017

The Annual Mock Trial competition brings the legal profession to life for local high school students each year. These bright,
eager students have been preparing since October for this shot at dazzling the volunteer attorneys and judges and move onto
the circuit competition. Each of the teams came prepared. They were professional, collegial and spot-on in their characterization of what a lawyer should be. Difficult decisions had to be made in each round before a winner could be declared.

Our admiration and congratulations go out to all of the teams!
1st Place - Naples High School
2nd Place - Seacrest Country Day School
3rd Place and the Ernestine Cousineau Award for Ethics - Lely High School
4th Place - Community School of Naples

The Collier County Bar Foundation gratefully acknowledges the support of our generous sponsors.
Gold
Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor & Diaz, P.A.
Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.
Roetzel & Andress LPA
Zung Clough, PLLC

Silver
Edward L. Larsen, Esq., P.A.
Finemark National Bank & Trust
Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Kotler Law Firm P.L.
Law Office of Donald P. Day
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Bronze
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Bond, Schoeneck & King
Dal Lago Law
Family Law Section
Westlaw
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Breakfast Sponsor
Collier County Women’s
Bar Association

There are at least a million people
behind the scenes that make all
of this come together.
From the Schools:
Judy Baker
Joe Berning
Jack Bovee
Brent Brickzin
Tauni Grossklas
John McAndrew
Jake Ray
Ryan Marie Roberts
Cody Seevers
David Stehlin
Mikie Stroh
Howard Sutton -Schott
The Palmetto Ridge Honor Society
Attorney Coaches:
Scott Beatty
Gareth Caldbeck
The Honorable Mike Carr
Allison Christensen
The Honorable Rob Crown
Joe Davidow
Brad Donnelly
Jessica Horowitz
Valerie Maurer
Tony McClure
Shannon McFee
The Honorable Janiece Martin
Mara Marzano
Lisa C. Mead
Ruth Orange
Javier Pacheco
Ted Walters
From the Court System:
Nancy Ibanez-Figueroa
Lt. Joe Fiola
Amy Jackson
Bailiff Chris LeDoux
Kim Pojeta
Chuck Rice
Bailiff Steven Smith
Diane Williams
Court Security
Facilities Department
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PRODUCT LIABILITY REFERRALS
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APPELLATE PRACTICE

MEDIATION & ARBITRATION
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CRIMINAL AND PERSONAL INJURY LAW
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INSURANCE
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BUSINESS LITIGATION
Board Certified
Business Litigation
Lawyer

The Chamber Building
2390 Tamiami Trail N., #202
Naples, Florida 34103
(239) 643-0100
Ed@edwardlarsenesq.com

Proud to be a Silver Sponsor to the Collier County Bar Foundation
AV Rated
Admitted to Florida • New York • New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents • Slip and Fall
Product Liability • Bicycle Accidents
Wrongful Death • Abuse/Molestation
Referrals Honored
5633 Naples Blvd., Naples, FL 34109
Tel. 239-598-3222

www.zelmanandhanlon.com
MULTI-LINGUAL REAL ESTATE
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INSURANCE
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MARITAL & FAMILY LAW
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BANKRUPTCY

cohenlaw.com
PATENT/TRADEMARK LAW

YOUR IP CO-COUNSEL

YOUR I.P. CO-COUNSEL
Transactional or Litigation
We can help

U.S. REGISTERED PATENT ATTORNEYS
&
FLORIDA BAR BOARD CERTIFIED
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ATTORNEYS
SERVING SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
NAPLES ● FORT MYERS ● SARASOTA
239-262-8502
IP@LLiplaw.com
www.LivingstonLoeffler.com
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LEGAL/NURSE CONSULTING

RESEARCH

Proud to serve as a gold sponsor of
The Collier County Bar Association and
The Collier County Bar Foundation

Coleman Hazzard
Taylor & Diaz, P.A.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

3003 Tamiami Trail North, Suite 402 • Naples, Florida 34103
239-298-5200 • www.chtlegal.com
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MARITAL & FAMILY LAW

HOME HEALTH/NURSING
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PERSONAL INJURY/EMPLOYMENT LAW
Paralegal Association of Florida, Inc.
Southwest Florida Chapter
An affiliate of the National Association
of Legal Assistants, Inc.
c/o PO Box 110893 • Naples, Florida 34108

Paralegal Networking & Monthly CLE Events

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the DoubleTree Guest Suites
in Naples; 5:30 for social hour/6:30 CLE Dinner meeting. Members $25.00
and Guests $35.00. Please RSVP to Sue Smith at shsmith@porterwright.com
if interested in attending or if you need more information.
We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month at the Hilton Garden Inn in
Ft. Myers; 6:00 dinner and check-in. Members $25.00 and Guests $35.00.
Please RSVP to Sabine Francisco at sfrancisco@bolanostruxton.com if interested in attending or if you need more information.

Lives

changed,
lives

saved.

The American Cancer Society fights
for every birthday threatened by
every cancer, in every community.
We’ve taken part in almost every major cancer breakthrough.
You can help by educating your clients on planned giving
opportunities. Our National Professional Advisor Network
(NPAN) provides solutions through free, valuable gift
planning tools and resources and access to the latest in
estate planning, charitable tax and finance news.

WEB
DESIGN

To register or receive a free NPAN brochure email
pat.baier@cancer.org or call 1-800-444-1410 ext. 3856.

© 2015 American Cancer Society, Inc. – No. 031051 Rev. 8/15

Learn more at naplesprinter.com

Naples 775-3553
Marco Island 394-0304
Bonita Springs 566-2606
Estero 260-1864
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MEDIATION & ARBITRATION

COURT REPORTING
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3315 East Tamiami Trail, Suite 505
Naples, Florida 34112

Bill Hazzard
Certified Circuit Civil Mediator
Qualified Arbitrator
whazzard@chtlegal.com
298-5207 (direct) • 298-5213 (scheduling)
No charge for travel • No cancellation fee

Experience - Knowledge - Commitment
www.mediatornaples.com

