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CRIMINAL DEFENSE

The Law Offices of Jerry Berry, P.A., the Innocence Project of Florida, and
future exonerees would like to thank the following sponsors and the attendees to
the Stand Up for Innocence Comedy Show:
PLATINUM SPONSORS
Collier County Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers (CCACDL)
Continental Construction
The Inn on Fifth
Law Office of Shannon McFee
Law Office of Jerald R. Pitkin

EXONEREES
SILVER SPONSORS
James Bain – 35 Years
Mike & Lily Abbaei
Larry Bostic – 19 Years
Brown, Suarez, Rios & Weinberg, PA
Orlando Bouquete – 13 Years
Law Office of Donald Day
Cheydrick Britt – 9.5 Years
Doyle Conflict Resolution
Andre Bryant – 8.5 Years
FisherBroyles; Brian Dickerson, Esq.
Anthony Caravella – 26 Years
Friend of the Innocence Project
Alan Crotzer – 24.5 Years	  of Florida
GOLD SPONSORS
Cody Davis – 5 Months
Grant, Fridkin & Pearson
Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist
Wilton Dedge – 22 Years
Gulfshore Homes
Cheffy Passidomo
Luis Diaz – 25 Years
Hahn Loeser & Parks, LLP
Coleman, Yovanovich & Koester, P.A.
William Dillon – 27 Years
Hazelden Betty Ford Naples
Greenscapes of Southwest Florida, Inc.
Chad Heins – 13.5 Years
Laird A. Lile, PLLC
Long, Murphy and Zung, P.A.
Jules Letemps – 26 Years
Long & Alguadich, PLLC
National Association for the Advancement
Frank Lee Smith – 14 Years
Tyrone J. Medina, P.A.
of Colored People (NAACP)	  (died in prison)
Naples Heart Rhythm Specialists, P.A.
Silverio & Hall
Jerry Townsend – 21.5 Years
Nancy & Jim Petro
Derrick Williams – 18 Years
Quantitative Investment Decisions, LLC
		
Brian Tannebaum, P.A.
		
Law Offices of Pieter Van Dien, PA.
*YEARS IN PRISON
Joel and Zondra Whittenhall
		
Bill Wicka
		
Wilson & Johnson, P.A.

u,
Thank yyoone!
ever
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Thank you students, coaches, volunteer judges and sponsors

On t h e c ov e r:
Cherry Trees

Cherry blossoms are a symbolic flower of the spring, a time of renewal,
and the fleeting nature of life. Their life is very short. After their beauty
peaks around two weeks, the blossoms start to fall.
If you have a picture (old or new) that you’d like to submit for
consideration as cover art for the next issue of the Adverse Witness,
please forward a high-resolution (300 dpi) JPG image to Lisa Terwilliger,
LisaT@colliercountybar.org along with a brief description of the photo.
If yours is selected, you’ll receive a shout out in the Adverse Witness.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Damian Taylor, Esq.

It’s time to advance the conversation, as lawyers
My prior President’s Messages have been pretty light-hearted. This one will be more
somber. Over the week prior to writing this message, I’ve reviewed countless news reports about the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida
that took so many innocent lives. It was another tragedy in a string of tragedies over
recent years that have grown too familiar. Despite the horror evoked in us by each of
these incidents, in a country our size and with the passage of time, it’s been all too easy
to grow complacent and rely on the statistical likelihood that such tragedy won’t come
knocking on our door. But in the wake of the Parkland high school shooting, concerns
about violence in our local schools have hit closer to home.
Over the last several days, as a parent of a high school student, I have received several
e-mails from the Collier County School District about various threats or incidents the
School District and the Collier County Sheriff’s Office were addressing at our schools,
I’ve had to have conversations with my child about these issues, and I’ve read numerous
reports in the Naples Daily News about them. I have no first-hand knowledge about
what actually happened or the surrounding circumstances. I’ve heard or read that
some of these incidents were intended as jokes. Threats of violence like these are
no joking matters and cannot be taken lightly. I trust our School District and local law
enforcement have taken and will take appropriate action, and I thank them for what
they do and have done to keep our students and community safe.

“ ...It’s been all
too easy to grow
complacent
and rely on
the statistical
likelihood that
such tragedy
won’t come
knocking on our
door.”
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Despite the good work of our local officials, I don’t know anyone who doesn’t believe
more should not be done at the state and federal levels to help prevent another mass
shooting at a school (i.e., Parkland, Sandy Hook, Columbine, or Virginia Tech), a workplace (i.e., San Bernardino), a church (i.e., Charleston, S.C. or Sutherland Springs, Tx.),
an entertainment venue (i.e., Pulse Nightclub, the Aurora, Co. movie theater, or the
Las Vegas Route 91 Harvest Music Festival), or the like. We all have our own strong
feelings about what can and should be done. I won’t inject mine here, but I will use this
opportunity to ask our members, as citizens and lawyers, to help advance the conversation about solutions in a positive direction. Let us hope that with the support of their
constituents, our local, state and federal officials, many of whom are also lawyers, can
help enact some changes in our laws to help prevent more of these tragedies.
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LEGAL AID NOTES

By Jeffrey A. Ahren

Legal Aid to host CCBA Breakfast March 9
The Collier County Bar Association’s Membership Breakfast will be held at Legal Aid’s Naples office on Friday, March 9, 2018. LASCC’s Managing Attorney, Carol O’Callaghan, will be
the featured presenter. Staff members will highlight their most compelling success stories
over the past year and discuss the impact that Legal Aid is having on the community and
those in need.
Jeff Ahren will also discuss upcoming pro bono opportunities, new ways to handle pro bono
cases, and the efforts to increase access to justice throughout the 20th Judicial Circuit. All
attorneys who have performed pro bono service through Legal Aid’s Collier Lawyers Care
Pro Bono Program and various legal clinics over the last year will be recognized by name at
this event. We hope to see all of our pro bono attorneys at the breakfast!
Please consider attending this event on March 9th at 7:30 AM to find out how Legal Aid
is making a difference and how you can be a part. For tickets, please contact Julianne
Gilmore at jgilmore@colliercountybar.org or call (239) 252-8250. You can also order tickets
online through the CCBA’s website at www.colliercountybar.org.
Jeffrey Ahren
Director of Development
239-298-8130
jahren@legalaid.org
Logan Meester
Development Assistant
239-298-8138
lmeester@legalaid.org
Wendy Merida
Pro Bono Assistant
239-775-4982
wmerida@legalaid.org

Friday, March 9

CCBA MEMBERSHIP
BREAKFAST
LEGAL AID OFFICES
NAPLES
Thursday, April 26

10th ANNUAL
BARRISTER'S BASH
HILTON OF NAPLES
Sponsorships Available

If you are a licensed Florida attorney in good standing and wish to join the Collier Lawyers
Care pro bono program, contact Jeff Ahren at jahren@legalaid.org or by phone at (239)
298-8130 for more details.
Legal Aid’s Attorney of the Month for February – Melinda Riddle, Esq.
Legal Aid Service of Collier County is proud to announce Melinda P. Riddle, Esq. has been
selected as our Attorney of the Month for February 2018. Melinda is a sole practitioner
specializing in family law and wills and estates.
Melinda has been a dedicated volunteer with Legal Aid for many years, dating back to the
creation of the Collier Lawyers Care Pro Bono program in 2004. In that time, Melinda
has assisted dozens of clients, including complicated guardianship matters involving special
needs children, as well as numerous family law cases. Melinda regularly volunteers at Legal
Aid’s pro bono clinics throughout the year, including both spring and fall clinics, as well as
a special community-wide clinic held in October 2017 in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma.
Melinda is always willing to accept the most difficult and complex cases, even on very short
notice. Her most recent work on Guardianship cases has made a tremendous impact involving heart wrenching situations by furnishing vital support to those caring for profoundly
disabled individuals.
“Melinda is one of our most reliable and effective pro bono volunteers. She is a great role
model for other attorneys in our community and an example of the difference that just one
dedicated attorney can make in a person’s life. It is a pleasure to honor her unbelievable
commitment and support for our program,” says Carol O’Callaghan, Legal Aid’s Managing
Attorney. Please join us in congratulating Melinda Riddle as Legal Aid’s Attorney of the
Month for February 2018!
10th Annual Barrister’s Bash
Join Legal Aid on April 26th at the Hilton of Naples for a very special celebration of the 10th
Annual Barrister’s Bash. The 10th Annual Barrister’s Bash will include a cocktail hour, three
course dinner, complimentary glass of wine, silent auction, and the announcement of Legal
Aid’s 2017 Community Award Winners. Tickets remain $125 each this year.
There is no better way to support Legal Aid than by sponsoring the 10th Annual Barrister’s
Bash. All Sponsors will receive tickets to the Bash, as well as other benefits which vary
continued on page 10
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VIEW FROM THE BENCH

By The Honorable Janeice T. Martin
Presiding Judge, Collier County Drug Court

Update on Collier County Treatment Courts
With thanks to Judge Greider for shining a light on Drug Court last month, I am pleased to
take this opportunity to share a bit more about the growth and development of all 3 of Collier’s Treatment Courts.
Next year will mark the 20th Anniversary of our Drug Court here in the 20th Judicial Circuit.
Our community and our Circuit will forever be indebted to Judge William Blackwell for his
vision and courage in bringing Drug Court to our Circuit in 1999. At that time, it was an extremely controversial idea – to replace prison with treatment for persons who had committed
felonies as a result of drug addiction.
In the relatively short time since its founding here, I am proud to note that the Collier County
Adult Drug Court has come to be embraced by this community and its leaders. From the
Half Marathon runners described by Judge Greider last month, to the elected leaders of our
County, our principles of honesty, accountability and recovery resonate with those who believe that the best system of justice doesn’t simply react to bad behaviors, but endeavors at
the same time to discover and resolve their root causes. Such an approach improves public
safety, restores people to their families and businesses, and saves tax dollars.
In 2007, the Honorable Dan Monaco brought these principles to bear on the growing problem of mental illness causing people to land in the justice system. With help from the Sheriff,
the State Attorney, the Public Defender, Court Administration, the Clerk, the David Lawrence Center, the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) and members of the CCBA,
Judge Monaco created an opportunity for persons with severe mental illness to engage in a
highly structured evidence based treatment program that would return them to their families
in the community, and stop the revolving door at the Jail.
While each of these two courts proudly served justice-involved veterans and military service members since their inceptions, the subsequent evolution of formal Veterans Treatment
Courts around the country soon made the creation of a separate court for veterans in Collier
a viable prospect. In 2012, we recognized that the unique treatment needs of these men and
women, coupled with the unique resources available to them made it appropriate to create
a separate and distinct process for connecting them to treatment and holding them accountable to follow through with their personalized plans for recovery.
Thus, what started in the late 90’s as a small group of professionals meeting with Judge
Blackwell after hours to try to shepherd a handful of struggling addicts toward sobriety has
grown into a substantial, multi-disciplinary, full-time operation. The State Attorney and Public Defender have each dedicated a full-time attorney to run these dockets, and the Department of Corrections has done the same with a dedicated Probation Officer. The Sheriff has
tasked one of his MVP’s, the Sergeant in charge of his ground-breaking Mental Health Intervention Team, with staffing our 3 courts from the law enforcement perspective, an absolutely
priceless contribution to our efforts.
As a result of these profound commitments to our programs, we have managed to gain some
financial support at the local, state and federal levels. This support has been and will be
crucial to sustaining this fairly sophisticated operation. Our Drug Court was awarded a
$400,000, three-year grant from the federal government last fall, while the Florida Legislature is currently considering an appropriation to support our Veterans Treatment Court
for the 3rd consecutive year. And in a remarkable vote of confidence, the Board of County
Commissioners approved funding for three employees to join our team to assist with tracking data, improving chances for sustainable funding, and expediting the identification and
placement of appropriate individuals into our courts.
See “View from the Bench,” page 10
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Register for any event
through Lisa Terwilliger.
Phone: 239-252-8711
LisaT@colliercountybar.org
www.colliercountybar.org

MARCH
6

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Office, 8:00 a.m.

6

Trial Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
TL Members - $25; Non-members - $35

8

Real Estate Luncheon
Shula’s at Hilton Naples, 12:00 p.m.
RE Members - free; Non-members - $35
Sunset Yoga
Vanderbilt Beach, 5:30 p.m.
This is a free event, followed by a happy hour
at the Beach Box

Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
interest to our members.
13 Inns of Court
Naples Bay Resort, 5:30 p.m.
14 Trial Law Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.
21 Family Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
FL Members - $25; Non-members - $35
23 Estate Planning Symposium
Naples Hilton, 7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
TE Members - $45; Non-members - $65

CCBA Membership Breakfast
Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
Legal Aid Services of Collier County, 7:30 a.m.
interest
our
members.
Not sponsored
byto
the
CCBA,
but may be of
Members - $20; Non-members - $35
28
CCWBA
Luncheon
interest to our members.
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
13 YL Board Meeting
Tacos and Tequila, 12:00 p.m.
30 CCBA office closed in observance of
Good Friday
9

Event Policy
It is the policy of the
Collier County Bar
Association to request
that all reservations for
our events are placed at
least two days prior to the
event.
We are always willing
to accommodate our
members; however, event
sites must order food two
days prior to an event.
Also, it is the policy
of the Collier County
Bar Association to
issue refunds ONLY if
a member cancels a
reservation two days prior
to an event. If a member
cancels the day before,
or the day of an event, a
refund will not be issued.
We appreciate your
consideration of this
policy.
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APRIL
3

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Office, 8:00 a.m.

3

CCB Foundation Board Meeting
CCBA Office, 8:30 a.m.

3

Trial Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
TL Members - $25; Non-members - $35

5

Trusts and Estates Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
This is a free event, please bring your own lunch

10 YL Board Meeting
Tacos and Tequila, 12:00 p.m.
Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
interest to our members.
10 Inns of Court
Naples Bay Resort, 5:30 p.m.
11

Trial Law Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.

12 Real Estate Luncheon
Shula’s at Hilton Naples, 12:00 p.m.
RE Members - $25; Non-members - $35
13 Law Week Luncheon
Country Club of Naples, 12:00 p.m.
Members - $20; Non-members - $35
18 Family Law Brown Bag
Collier County Courthouse, 12:00 p.m.
This is a free event
25 Administrative Professionals Breakfast
Collier County Courthouse, 7:30 a.m.
Tickets are $15 each
Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
interest to our members.
25 CCWBA Luncheon
Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
interest to our members.
26 Barristers Bash
Naples Hilton, 6:00 p.m.
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BULLETIN BOARD
Got news?
Contact Lisa Terwilliger
by calling 252-8711 or
drop an email
line to LisaT@
colliercountybar.org

Inclusion
Policy
If you are a CCBA member
in good standing and you’ve
moved, been promoted, hired an
associate, taken on a partner, or
received an award, we’d like to
hear from you. Talks, speeches
(unless they are of national
stature), CLE presentations and
political announcements are
not accepted. In addition, we
will not print notices of honors
determined by other publications
(e.g., Super Lawyers, Best
Lawyers, etc.).
Notices must be submitted in
writing and limited to 100 words;
they are printed at no cost to
members and are subject to
editing. E-mail your notice to
LisaT@colliercountybar.org.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Audubon of the Western Everglades is
pleased to announce it has selected Mimi
Wolok as its first Executive Director. Mimi
will be closing her law practice to focus
exclusively on increasing AWE’s leadership role in the community. AWE is the
oldest conservation organization in Collier
County, influencing policies and offering
outdoor adventures and learning opportunities. Go to www.collieraudubon.info for
more information. Mimi enjoyed working
with so many talented people during her
17 years as a litigation attorney, and she is
thrilled to return full-time to conservation
work.
The family law attorneys at Klaus Doupé
PA, recently joined the civil litigation and
business law firm, Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor & Diaz. The firm will now be known as
Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor, Klaus, Doupé
& Diaz, PA. The partners Dale Klaus and
Reuben Doupé, along with their associate Sarah Martin Oquendo, are joining
Michael Coleman, Bill Hazzard, Damian
Taylor, Sonia Diaz and Christyna Torrez at
their office located at 3003 Tamiami Trail
North, #402, Naples, FL 34103.
Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP is pleased to announce Allison Bentley Christensen has
been elected as a partner based on her
professional achievements, her depth of
legal experience and her commitment to
her clients. Christensen is a member of the
firm’s litigation practice, where she counsels clients on commercial litigation, real
estate and construction contracts, business transactions, business torts, business
disputes, will and trust contests, disputed
estate and trust administrations, guardianship litigation and appeals. Christensen
also has unique experience with securities, sports and intellectual property law.

Laird A. Lile, a board-certified wills, trusts
and estates attorney in Naples, has been
elected without opposition to a seventh
consecutive term on the Board of Governors for The Florida Bar. Lile is one of two
governors elected by members to represent the 20th Judicial Circuit, which includes Collier, Lee, Charlotte, Hendry and
Glades counties. Lile’s two-year term concludes in June 2020. Offering legal counsel on estate- and trust-related matters,
including estate planning, estate and trust
administration, probate-related litigation
and tax matters, the firm’s office is located
at 3033 Riviera Drive, Suite 104, in Naples.
For more information, call 239-649-7778 or
visit www.LairdALile.com.
Jill Burzynski, attorney at Burzynski Elder
Law, has been elected President of the
Academy of Florida Elder Law Attorneys
(AFELA). The Academy of Florida Elder
Law Attorneys, a sub chapter of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys
(NAELA), is an association of attorneys
dedicated to improving the quality of legal services provided to the elderly and
whose mission it is to foster a community
of private practice, elder law attorneys
through education and outreach. It also
serves as a resource for families trying to
work their way through issues associated
with Elder Law.
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GUEST

EDITORIAL

By Kimberly Spiker, Esq.
Senior Vice President, Northern Trust
President, Collier County Bar Foundation

Know of a non-profit needing funding?
Do you know a local non-profit group that does good work and needs funding?
The Collier County Bar Foundation may be able to help. Serving as the charitable arm of
the Collier County Bar Association, the Foundation was founded in 1991. Since that time, the
CCBF has been awarding grants to qualified individuals for law-related activities; to organizations and programs that encourage and promote education and community awareness of
the law; and, to organizations that pursue and participate in charitable endeavors benefiting
youth and/or underprivileged populations in Southwest Florida.
The CCBF distributed approximately $24,454 in award grants in 2017. The 2017 grant recipients included:
New Horizons of SW Florida
Girl Scouts of the Gulf Coast
Fraternal Order of Police for their Back to School Program
Palmetto Ridge High School to support the Band’s trip to perform at the Presidential
Inauguration
CCBF Fishing Tournament Bike Incentive program with Collier County Schools
Holocaust Museum for the Irena Sendler Program
Annual Collier County Mock Trial scholarships
As a Bar Association, we are very lucky to have so many members who give back to the community with their time and financial support. Please remember the CCBF could be another
resource for your favorite non-profits. If you know an organization/program whose activities
support the missions above, tell them about the CCBF. Our members are our link to the
community. Get the word out! Anyone interested in making a grant application can go the
CCB Foundation tab on our website at www.colliercountybar.org or reach out to Executive
Director, Lisa Terwilliger, at lisat@colliercountybar.org.
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Legal Aid Notes from page 5

View from the Bench from page 6

by sponsorship level. Reserve your sponsorship today to be included in our promotional efforts, and submit payment at any
time prior to the event.

If you know of anyone facing criminal charges here in Collier
who might be appropriate for one of our Treatment Courts,
you can find all of the necessary information on the Twentieth
Judicial Circuit page, www.ca.cjis20.org. Alternatively, you can
simply run a search for the desired court, e.g. “Collier Veterans
Court,” and you’ll get our direct link instantly. Brochures, handbooks and referral forms are available on each of the 3 sub-sites,
and ANYONE may make a referral to us, using the universal referral form (in other words, you don’t have to know which of the
courts would be the best fit; we’ll figure that out once you make
the referral).

Your support of Legal Aid is critically important – as our lawyers
continue to change the lives of thousands of some of the most
vulnerable members of our community each year.
To all of you who have supported this event over the last decade, we are most grateful. For this landmark 10th Barrister’s
Bash, we hope to see old friends and new as we enter into an
extremely important time in the history of our program.
We have some special surprises this year for the event – stay
tuned!
The following sponsorships are now available (contact Legal Aid
for details and benefits of sponsorship at each level):
VISIONARY LEVEL SPONSOR ($3,500)
AMBASSADOR LEVEL SPONSOR ($2,500)
LEADERSHIP LEVEL SPONSOR ($1,500)
PARTNER LEVEL SPONSOR ($1,000)
ADVOCATE LEVEL SPONSOR ($500)
To order tickets or reserve your sponsorship, please visit collierlegalaid.org/bash or contact Logan Meester, at (239) 298-8138 or
by email at lmeester@legalaid.org.

If you’d like to see any of these courts in operation, we’d welcome your visit. Drug Court is every Tuesday afternoon, with
the ladies at 3pm and the gentlemen at 4pm and 5pm. We
ask visitors to Drug Court to respect our gender division and
visit accordingly (in other words, we ask men to visit our men’s
sessions and women to visit during our ladies’ session, for the
comfort of our Participants). Veterans Treatment Court is every
Wednesday at 4pm, with the civilian Mental Health Court immediately following. We do not separate the genders in these
courts, so you are welcome to visit any time.
I know that each member of our Treatment Team will agree: while
not everyone who joins our courts ends up taking advantage of
these opportunities, for the people who do take advantage, the
transformation is incredible, and is humbling to us all. With the
continued support of our Bar, our elected leaders, our business
leaders and our community partners, I’m confident that Collier’s
Treatment Courts will continue to be a source of pride for our
entire justice system for many years to come.

To Be A PerfecT PArenT.
There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005
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AdoptUSKids.org
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS

By Laird Lile, Esq. and Marcy Shaw, Esq.
20th Circuit Representatives
Florida Bar Board of Governors

Florida Bar Board of Governors report
TO: All 20th Circuit Florida Bar Members
FROM: Laird Lile and Marcy Shaw, 20th Circuit Representatives
RE: Report from The Florida Bar Board of Governors
If you have questions or concerns, contact your Board of Governors representatives: llile@
lairdalile.com, marcy@mlshawlaw.com.
________________________________________
The Florida Bar Board of Governors met on January 26, 2018, in Tallahassee. The major actions of the Board and reports received included:
The Special Committee on Mental Health and Wellness of Florida Lawyers is holding four town
hall meetings, seeking requests for information about establishing a 24/7 hotline/helpline for
lawyers, and will soon be unveiling a focused Health and Wellness Center webpage with
many resources for lawyers. A successful CLE seminar during the Bar’s Winter Meeting “The
Secrets to a Happy, Successful Legal Career” and a limited-seating Miami seminar “All Rise! A
Practical Guide to Lawyer Hope, Health and Wellness” were both videotaped and will soon
be available for all Bar members to view. Visit the new webpage and bookmark it to access
the growing list of resources available to Florida Bar members and see when the upcoming
town halls are in your area.
Members of the Florida Supreme Court attended the meeting and Chief Justice Jorge Labarga reported on a variety of issues, including the Florida Access to Civil Justice Commission, live Facebook broadcasts, a new podcast program, exploring guardianship issues, and
monitoring the Constitution Revision Commission.
The Florida Bar continues to provide technical assistance to the Constitution Revision Commission and a public education program for Floridians “Protect Florida Democracy: Our Constitution, Our Rights, Our Courts.” The Bar’s Special Committee on the Constitution Revision
Commission in partnership with the Young Lawyers Division developed a 12-part video education series on each section of the Florida Constitution for the commissioners. The series is
also available for free continuing legal education credit to all Florida Bar members. Course
numbers are listed here. The CRC Education Series is posted here. The CRC recently announced the schedule for a second series of public hearings to be held in Ft. Lauderdale,
Melbourne, Jacksonville, Pensacola and St. Petersburg.
As the board was meeting, the Florida Legislature completed its third week of the 2018 session. In addition to the hundreds of bills moving through the process, the House and Senate
rolled out the first drafts of their budgets. The Florida Bar is monitoring the budgets, bills on
appointments to Judicial Nominating Commissions, legislative review of federal and state
court rulings, appointment of attorneys for dependent children with special needs, Guardian
ad Litem direct-support organization, jurisdiction of county courts, and certification of judges.
For summaries of legislative of interest to the legal profession and weekly updates: www.
floridabar.org/legislativeactivity
A pilot program for the proposed free automated trust accounting solution for Bar members
could be underway by Annual Convention. A special committee has been working with a
technology provider on a program to help Bar members avoid technical violations of trust accounting rules and resulting disciplinary action. At present, The Florida Bar Practice Resource
Institute provides trust accounting and monthly reconciliation forms using Microsoft Excel
free of charge, as well as other resources including the required compliance notice, FAQS and
forms to open IOTA accounts.
See “BOG Report,” page 14
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Remember when?
Here is a news item from the 1980s
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S UPDATE

By Lisa A. Terwilliger, Executive Director
Collier County Bar Association

Introducing Lisa Terwilliger
What’s in a name? That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet.
~William Shakespeare
Not that I am calling myself a rose by any means, but I am calling myself by another name
these days. So let me take this opportunity to introduce you to Lisa Terwilliger. Life is all
about changes and this is an exciting one for me. I imagine it will also make my fellow Lisa
Mead in the State Attorney’s office happy. We’ve each been referred to as the “other” Lisa
Mead for about 11 years now.
I am the last Terwilliger in our family. My maternal grandparents, Donald and Olive Terwilliger,
were amazing people who had a tremendous impact on me. I grew up in rural Pennsylvania
surrounded by extended family, including my grandparents. My grandfather called me Dee
Dee and thought that I was going to rule the world someday. He was the kind of man every
little girl should have in her life. He was infinitely kind and patient. He was also exacting in
his standards. As a child, I had full access to his tool shed once I had proven I could use the
equipment properly. He taught me to paint, garden, and build things. He also taught me that
there’s pride in doing something well. He never made me feel that I couldn’t do something
just because of my gender. During the bicentennial summer he had each of his grandchildren
submit a design for his beloved birdhouse. My star spangled birdhouse stayed in place until
all the stars faded away.
We had a very special bond. He introduced me to old movies and my grandmother would
find us fast asleep in the morning with the television still running. He was also a talented
and passionate musician. While I didn’t get even a speck of his talent, I did gain an immense
appreciation for all things musical. He was a veteran of World War II and told me so many
stories that he sparked a lifelong love of history. He also had an impish sense of humor. His
blue eyes would twinkle when he was up to something. He loved everyone. And everyone
loved him. He was my cheerleader, my advocate, and believed I could do anything. He gave
me the confidence to shoot for the stars.
While my grandfather was quiet and gentle, my grandmother was boisterous and feisty. She
was the strongest woman I’ve ever known. She was everyone’s rock. She was direct and brutally honest, without a drop of drama. She was an original – completely true to herself and
made no apologies for who she was. She was incredibly smart and quick witted. No one ever
won an argument with Grandma. She loved to pull practical jokes. No one was safe once she
had a plan. She didn’t drive and didn’t work outside of the home, but everyone in town knew
Olive Terwilliger. She was legendary. She was quirky and eccentric. She swore like a sailor
and had sayings that are still repeated in our family. She was a child at Christmas and if you
weren’t fast enough she would open your presents as well as her own.
She took care of everyone and everything. She always put those she loved ahead of herself.
If you needed or wanted anything she would move heaven and earth to get it for you. Mind
you, she didn’t do this without complaint. She grumbled and kvetched the entire time, but
she secretly loved doing things for people. She would make individualized breakfasts for anyone around every Sunday morning, while loudly complaining that she didn’t run a restaurant.
And if you tried to help with the clean up afterwards she’d tell you to go away because you
wouldn’t do it right. She was all backbone and grit. She taught me independence, integrity,
and determination.
I miss them both every single day. Just writing this has made me a bit misty. Suffice it to say
the Terwilliger name means a great deal to me. It’s a lot to live up to. I’ve missed it and I’m
glad to have it back. It feels like home. But I won’t make any of you spell it out every time you
send me an email. My new address is lisat@colliercountybar.org. I look forward to hearing
from you.
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BOG report from page 12
An amendment to Bar Rule 6-10.3 was approved which specified
that one hour of the five required CLE hours of ethics, professionalism, mental health and substance abuse and bias elimination courses during each 33-credit, three-year CLE cycle must
be in professionalism. The Supreme Court must approve the
rule change. For more information on professionalism CLEs, visit
https://www.floridabar.org/prof/pcle/.

100 Lawyers Giving Back
Albert L. Alguadich, Jr.

Robert Menzies

Raymond L. Bass, Jr.

Landon P. Miller

Bill Berke

Michael J. Mueller

Jim Bonaquist

Robert T. Napier

Christopher P. Bray

Tamara L. Nicola

David G. Budd

James Nulman

William M. Burke

Jose Nunez

Brandon Bytnar

Sabsina Nunez

Curtis Cassner

James L. O’Leary, II

Denise Cazobon

John M. Passidomo

Anthony J. Cetrangelo, Esq.

Jim Pilon

Kristin Conroy

Cathy Reiman

Michael J. Corso

Dominick Russo

Louis D’Agostino

Lorna Scharlacken

Mike Dal Lago

Jeanne L. Seewald

Donald Day

Brian M. Silverio

Sonia Diaz

Mark V. Silverio

Robin Doyle

Terry L. Slye

Lawrence A. Farese

Ed Smith

The Honorable Joseph G. Foster

Kimberly Spiker

Nicole Goetz

Alfred J. Stashis, Jr.

Cynthia B. Hall

Cathy Stockinger

Sharon M. Hanlon

Robert Stommel

Certificates of good standing may now be printed through the
Members Portal under the “Additional Links” section. Log in to
access and print certificates as needed. Contact Membership
Records if additional assistance is needed: memberaddress@
floridabar.org

The Honorable Frederick Hardt

Herman Tarnow

Travis Hayes

Damian Taylor

Starling Hendricks

Pieter Van Dien

F. Edward Johnson

George L. Varnadoe

Discounts on products and services used by Florida Bar members every day are available at www.floridabar.org/memberbenefits with new benefits added frequently.

Henry Paul Johnson

Derek Verderamo

John D. Kehoe

Christopher Vernon

Follow The Florida Bar and many programs, sections and committees on social media for the news and information: FloridaBar.Org/SocialMedia.

Andrew Krause

Nico Vitale

Edward Livingston

Ted Wolfendale

John E. Long, Jr.

Elizabeth Wolt

Christopher Marsala

Douglas Wood

Donna Marshall

Greg Woods

The Honorable Janeice Martin

Jeff Wright

G. Carson McEachern

Joseph Zaks

Based on a determination that an insurance product which reimburses attorneys for the costs incurred in representing a client in
a contingent matter if the case is lost at trial may benefit the client, the Board decided that it may be permissible for attorneys
to request reimbursement from their clients from any recovery
for the cost of this “litigation cost protection” insurance. Bar staff
has been directed to issue an advisory opinion which sets forth
strict guidelines as to when an attorney may seek reimbursement for this cost and the requisite disclosures to the client. The
February 15 issue of The Florida Bar News provides more details
on the Board’s discussion.
Amendments requested by the Supreme Court to the proposed
rules to allow attorney spouses to military personnel stationed
in Florida to practice under certain conditions were approved.
The changes set a five-year limit on the practice and require
those qualified to be mentored by a Bar member or associated
with a Florida law firm. The petition was filed with the Supreme
Court on Monday, Jan. 29, case number SC18-158.
The Young Lawyers Division launched a Legal Accelerator website, a one-stop hub for advice on issues frequently faced by
young lawyers. All Florida Bar members may benefit from the
guidance provided. Log in to the Members Portal to access the
site.
IMPORTANT LINKS & REMINDERS

Watch new video segments on the Statewide Guardian ad Litem
Program’s tapping of The Florida Bar Appellate Practice Section’s experience and expertise, the Florida Supreme Court’s
new Beyond the Bench podcast, and the YLD’s Legal Accelerator on YouTube at FloridaBarNews.TV.
Read Previous BOG Meeting Summaries
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Roger McMorrow
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Collier County Bar Foundation
Lawyers Giving Back

2018 CCBA Sponsors
Platinum
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A.
Laird A. Lile, PLLC
Roetzel & Andress
Gold
Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist, P.A.
Cheffy Passidomo, PA
Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor, Klaus,
Doupé & Diaz, P.A.
Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.
Silver
Cummings & Lockwood LLC
Law Office of Donald P. Day
Doyle Conflict Resolution, Inc.
Element Technologies, LLC
Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Silverio & Hall, P.A.
Wicker, Smith, O'Hara, McCoy & Ford, P.A.
Bronze
Akerman LLP
Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC
Law Office of James W. Chandler, P.A.
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Conroy, Conroy & Durant, P.A.
Dal Lago Law
Family Law Section of the CCBA
Sharon M. Hanlon, Esq
Marshall Law Office
McLaughlin & Stern, LLP
Law Office of Verderamo & Nunez
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2018 Foundation Sponsors
Platinum
Laird A. Lile, PLLC
Gold
Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor, Klaus,
Doupé & Diaz, P.A.
Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.
Silver
FineMark National Bank and Trust
Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Larsen Trial Law
Quarles & Brady
Wicker, Smith, O'Hara, McCoy & Ford, P.A.
Bronze
Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC
Law Office of James W. Chandler, P.A.
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Dal Lago Law
Family Law Section of the CCBA
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A.
Kotler Law Firm, P.L.
Trial Law Section of the CCBA
Law Office of Verderamo & Nunez
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Mock Trial Competition

The Collier County Bar
Foundation gratefully
acknowledges all of
the generous sponsors
who make this event
possible.

January 27th and 28th
Another great mock trial competition is in the books! Congratulations to all twelve teams. Each of you
performed wonderfully. Everyone was amazed by the poise and professionalism displayed by each and
every student. The team from Naples High went on to represent Collier County at the circuit competition.

PLATINUM
Laird A. Lile, PLLC

It takes a village to make this event happen. It would not be
possible without support from court administration, court facilities,
the bailiff’s bureau, and security. The students from the Lely and
Palmetto Ridge Honor Societies served as volunteers for all of the
rounds. Special acknowledgement to Joe Berning and Mikeol
Stroh from Collier County Public Schools for all that they do to
support this event. Each of the teams also has a teacher and
attorney coach who put in countless hours with the group. Thank
you for everything that you do!

GOLD
Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor,
Klaus, Doupé & Diaz, P.A.
Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.
SILVER
FineMark National
Bank and Trust

Thank you attorney
coaches for each of
the teams:

Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Larsen Trial Law
Quarles & Brady

Immokalee High
Tony McClure
Javier Pacheco
Ted Walters
Sara White

Wicker, Smith, O'Hara,
McCoy & Ford, P.A.
BRONZE
Bond, Schoeneck
& King, PLLC

Barron Collier
Honorable Rob Crown
Naples High
Brad Donnelly

Thank you to all of the Volunteer Judges

Seacrest
Valerie Maurer
Jessica Horowitz
Elizabeth Humann

Blake Adams
John Allen
Pamela Barger
Sal Bazaz
Beverly Brennan
Michael Brown
Toni Butler
John T. Cardillo
Adam Carney
Daniel Cavanaugh
Hilda Cenecharles
James Chandler
Joseph Coleman
David Crockett
Celia Deifik
Sonia Diaz
Valerie Downing
Burt Eisenberg
Joseph Foster

Palmetto Ridge
Joe Davidow
Mason Classical Academy
Brantley Oakley
Community School
Gareth Caldbeck
Lely High School
Mara Marzano
Honorable Janeice Martin
St. John Neumann
Kevin Crews
Gulf Coast
Beth Beatty
Scott Beatty
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Adrienne Gagliardo
Christine Greider
Stephen Grogoza
Sara Hall
Sharon Hanlon
Frederick Hardt
Naomi Hatton
Phares Heindl
Rebecca Hodge Snyder
Michael Hopkins
Marc Huling
Rachel Kerlek
Amelia Kittredge
Anthony Lawhon
Andrew McGann
James Molenaar
Pamela Montgomery
Paul Murray
Estefania Nasielski
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Tamara Nicola
Nathalie Nozile
Claire O’Keefe
James Oliver
Sally Pendleton
Antonio Perez-Benitoa
David Raulerson
Thomas Rinaldi
Dominick Russo
Michael Shue
Jonathan Silverman
Kimberly Spiker
James Stewart
Damian Taylor
Michael Traficante
Richard Weldon
Charles Whittington
Joseph Zaks

Law Office of
James W. Chandler, P.A.
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Dal Lago Law
Family Law Section
of the CCBA
Henderson, Franklin,
Starnes & Holt, P.A.
Kotler Law Firm, P.L.
Trial Law Section of
the CCBA
Law Office of
Verderamo & Nunez
BREAKFAST SPONSOR
Collier County Women’s
Bar Association
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FLORIDA BAR NEWS

YLD unveils newest member benefit
At the annual Affiliate Outreach Conference this month, The Florida Bar Young Lawyers Division (“YLD”) launched its new “Legal Accelerator” website. The Legal Accelerator can best
be described as a “virtual mentor” that serves as a one-stop hub for obtaining advice on a
variety of common issues encountered by young lawyers. This new website is housed behind
The Florida Bar member portal and can only be accessed by licensed Florida attorneys.
One of the primary roles of the YLD is to
assist its members in the transition from
law school to law practice. Over the past
several years, the YLD has focused its efforts on providing resources to help new
attorneys operate in today’s ever changing and challenging legal marketplace. In
doing so, the YLD has created substantial
content for its members including how-to
videos, webinars, basic CLEs, blog posts, and more.
The Legal Accelerator aggregates all of this previously existing content into one location. In
addition to the existing content, the YLD has filmed approximately 1,000 mentoring videos
covering approximately 500 topic areas. These videos, which continue to be created, have
been filmed by over 100 experienced Florida practitioners, including Judges. This new website is the vision of current YLD President Zack Zuroweste. “This is the first website of its
kind and will revolutionize the way in which young lawyers receive answers to a variety of
questions. We want the Legal Accelerator to be the first-stop on every young lawyer’s path
to solving an issue they may be facing,” said Zuroweste.
Similar to Google, the Legal Accelerator is easily searchable and organized in a user-friendly
manner allowing lawyers to efficiently and effectively find answers to their questions. The
content located on the Legal Accelerator is divided into five (5) main categories: 1) Professional Development; 2) Ethics & Professionalism; 3) Substantive Legal Questions; 4) The
Florida Bar; and 5) Health & Wellness. Additionally, the content is labeled with multiple “clickable” descriptive tags for even easier searchability across the website.
Santo DiGangi and Andrew Pickett led the effort to create the new website as the current
chairs of the Legal Accelerator Committee. “This revolutionary project could not have been
achieved without the hard work and dedication of many people,” said DiGangi. “We hope
that our members will utilize this cutting edge resource and benefit from the outstanding
content it provides.”
The YLD plans to continue to add additional videos and content to the website throughout
this year. The Legal Accelerator can be accessed through The Florida Bar member portal
located at www.floridabar.org.
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100% Club
Albert Batista, Esq.

John L. Licciardi, PA

The Law Office of Sal Bazaz, P.A.

Livingston Loeffler, P.A.

Law Offices of Jerry Berry, P.A.

Marshall Law Office

Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC

Paul A. Murray, P.A.

Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist, P.A.

Patrick Neale & Associates

Hilda Cenecharles, Esq.

Adam J. Oosterbaan

Law Office of Ellen T. Chadwell, PL

Antonio J. Perez-Benitoa, P.A.

Cheffy Passidomo

Quarles & Brady, LLP

Holly B. Chernoff

Douglas L. Rankin, Esq.

Richard D. Cimino, P.A.

Richman Law Firm

Law Offices of James W. Chandler

Roetzel & Andress

Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor & Diaz, P.A.

Law Office of Sam J. Saad, III

Conroy, Conroy & Durant, P.A.

Law Office of Tammy Strohl, P.A.

Dunwody White & Landon, P.A.

Tarnow Law Firm, P.L.

Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.

Thompson Lewis Law Firm, PLLC

Gray Robinson

Treiser Collins, P.L.

Law Office of Sharon M. Hanlon, P.A.

Law Office of Verderamo & Nunez

Law Office of Kevyn Noonan Hayes

Viacava & Cantor

The Kelleher Firm, P.A.

Nico J. Vitale, Esq.

Kotler Law Firm, P.L.

Weldon & Rothman, PL

Lanier and Deifik, P.A.

Wilson & Johnson, P.A.

Larsen Trial Law

Law Offices of Elizabeth Wolt, P.A.

Legacy Law Firm Naples, P.A.

Brian D. Zinn, LLC
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If you are interested in advertising in The Adverse Witness, please contact the Collier County Bar Association office
at (239) 252-8711 or lmead@colliercountybar.org.
MEMBER RATES

NON-MEMBER RATES

PER MONTH

Classified (<50 words)
Business card (3.625 x 2.125)
1/4 Page Vertical (3.625 x 4.375)
1/2 Page Vertical (3.625 x 9.75)
1/2 Page Horizontal (7.5 x 4.375)
Full Page (7.5 x 9.375)
1/2 Page Horiz. inside cover* (7.5 x 4.375)
1/2 Page Vert. inside cover* (3.625 x 9.75)
Full Page inside back cover* (7.5 x 9.375)
1/2 page back outside* (7.5 x 4.375)
*As space permits

B&W
Color
$35.00
n/a
$75.00
n/a
$100.00
n/a
$175.00
n/a
$175.00
n/a
$300.00 n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

$450.00
$450.00
$900.00
$550.00

PER MONTH

Annual
$315.00
$675.00
$900.00
$1575.00
$1575.00
$2700.00

B&W
$50.00
$100.00
$150.00
$225.00
$225.00
$450.00

Color
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Annual
$450.00
$900.00
$1350.00
$2025.00
$2025.00
$4050.00

$4050.00
$4050.00
$8100.00
$4950.00

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

$600.00 $5400.00
$600.00 $5400.00
$1000.00 $9000.00
$800.00 $7200.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS THE 10th OF THE MONTH PRECEDING PUBLICATION, in electronic format;
PDF at print size preferred.

Please support our advertisers. They make your newsletter possible!
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MARITAL & FAMILY LAW

Silverio & Hall
professional association
attorneys at law

FOCUSING ON FAMILY LAW

225 EIGHTH STREET SOUTH
NAPLES, FLORIDA 34102
239-649-1001

CRIMINAL DEFENSE & PERSONAL INJURY

MEDIATION & ARBITRATION
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MEDIATION & ARBITRATION

MEDIATION & ARBITRATION
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Motor Vehicle Accidents • Slip and Fall
Product Liability • Bicycle Accidents
Wrongful Death • Abuse/Molestation
Referrals Honored
5633 Naples Blvd., Naples, FL 34109
Tel. 239-598-3222

www.zelmanandhanlon.com
CRIMINAL AND PERSONAL INJURY LAW
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WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES
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INSURANCE
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BANKRUPTCY

cohenlaw.com
PATENT/TRADEMARK LAW

HOME HEALTH/NURSING

YOUR IP CO-COUNSEL

YOUR I.P. CO-COUNSEL
Transactional or Litigation
We can help

U.S. REGISTERED PATENT ATTORNEYS
&
FLORIDA BAR BOARD CERTIFIED
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ATTORNEYS
SERVING SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
NAPLES ● FORT MYERS ● SARASOTA
239-262-8502
IP@LLiplaw.com
www.LivingstonLoeffler.com
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LEGAL/NURSE CONSULTING

BUSINESS LITIGATION

Proud to serve as a gold sponsor of
The Collier County Bar Association and
The Collier County Bar Foundation

Coleman Hazzard Taylor
Klaus Doupé & Diaz, P.A.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

3003 Tamiami Trail North, Suite 402 • Naples, Florida 34103
239-298-5200 • www.chtlegal.com
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MEDIATION & ARBITRATION

APPELLATE PRACTICE
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COURT APPOINTED RECEIVER

ALS

Custom-i O:
mpri
pens, co nted
mugs, no ffee
letterhea tepads,
d .... a
copies! nd

By the box or by the case,
printed in black or color.
Simple or complex, even
with a bleed, we’ve got
envelopes. Commercial
or social varieties from a
small gift enclosure up to
12" x15.5". Give us a call
for more information.

www.ThePrintShop.tv • 239-775-3553
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COURT REPORTING

MEDIATION SERVICES
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