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Tired of waiting for clients to find you?
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This photo of Jökulsárlón Glacier Lagoon was captured by Travis Hayes on a visit to Iceland. This spectacular wonder is one of
Iceland’s most visited places – it’s pure, natural art is breathtaking.
For information, visit https://expertvagabond.com/jokulsarlon-glacier-lagoon/. On the PDF version of this newsletter, click the link
above, or click the photo on the front cover.
If you have a picture (old or new) that you’d like to submit for
consideration as cover art for the next issue of the Adverse
Witness, please forward a JPG image to Lisa Mead lmead@
colliercountybar.org along with a brief description of the photo. If
yours is selected, you’ll receive a shout out in the Adverse Witness.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By Damian Taylor, Esq.

A recovery made easier
Thanks to Hurricane Irma, last month’s issue of the Adverse Witness was delayed. I’m sure that
was the least of your worries following the storm. Irma’s devastation left most with plenty of
bad news to report, ranging from lengthy power outages at home and work, boil water notices,
cold showers when we had water, fallen trees, and even structural damage. I now have an acute
appreciation for better business interruption insurance coverage and cloud storage that can be
accessed remotely during an office power outage.
But we were also treated to plenty of good news in the wake of Hurricane Irma. No, I’m not
talking about one less President’s Message for me to write or for you to pretend you’ve read.
I’m talking about the many good deeds performed by and for family, friends, employees and
strangers alike, the compromises and courtesies extended among lawyers and their clients,
and the hard work performed by our CCBA and its staff. There are countless examples, but
several are worth noting here.

“I applaud all
of you who
have made the
recovery from
Hurricane Irma a
little easier ... ”

While I was scrambling to board-up my house and prepare for the storm, our Executive Director,
Lisa Mead took great care to communicate with all the venues where we had events scheduled
over the coming weeks, to reschedule those events, and to keep our members informed of the
changes. Even in the wake of the storm and with no power at the CCBA office or at home,
Lisa took it upon herself to leave home and drive until she could find cell phone reception or
a wireless network to remotely update our members about canceled events and other CCBA
business. As I write this, Lisa and her dedicated staff are working hard to pull off what will no
doubt be another fantastic dinner at the Port Royal Club to honor our Second District Court of
Appeal and Lion of the Law, as well as our annual golf tournament which has been rescheduled
for October 20 at the Country Club of Naples.
Our CCBA members granted extensions of time and other concessions to each other in litigation matters, offered to share air conditioned office space and internet connections with those
who had lost theirs, and even advocated to realtors and their clients that they not use Irma as
an excuse to declare breach of contract over delayed real estate closings.
On October 5, Bob Menzies hosted us at Riptide Brewing Company for a “Happy Hour with a
Cause” where members shared hurricane survival (and party) stories over some of Naples’ finest
craft beers. More importantly, we gathered to raise funds and collect other donated items for
the Legal Aid Service of Collier County and the Guadalupe Center as they attempted to serve
the dramatically increased needs of the underprivileged in our county following the storm. We
also recruited CCBA members to provide pro bono legal services at the Hurricane Irma Legal
Clinic, which was organized to assist those with storm-related or exacerbated legal issues such
as eviction, foreclosure, utility shut-off, substandard housing, insurance claims and disputes,
employment matters, disaster and other public benefits, and consumer fraud. Many of our
members who were unable to attend the clinic on October 14 volunteered to accept pro bono
referrals by phone. Happy Hour with a Cause was very well attended, especially considering
that it was organized on short notice, and our members were extremely generous with their
contributions and willingness to volunteer.
I applaud all of you who have made the recovery from Hurricane Irma a little easier, whether
that be through your charitable contributions, your volunteer work, or your professionalism.

continued on page 10
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LEGAL AID NOTES

By Jeffrey A. Ahren

Hurricane Irma emergency pro bono project
As I write this article, we are just a few weeks removed from scrambling to re-open our Legal
Aid offices in Naples and Immokalee in the aftermath of Hurricane Irma. The full impact of
the storm – on families, businesses and our entire community – will take many months to
be determined. What we do know right now is that Irma was devastating to all of Collier
County, with a crushing impact in terms of personal loss and massive amounts of property
damage. The latest reports available at the time this article was submitted reveal:
• More than 45,700 people in Collier had applied for assistance from FEMA. That includes more than 17,000 people who have applied for transitional housing assistance.
• Sixty-five homes, including 44 mobile homes, were destroyed in the unincorporated
county, according to estimates from the county's growth management department.
Another 1,008 homes suffered major damage, defined as more than 60 percent of a
home's value.
Jeffrey Ahren
Director of Development
239-298-8130
jahren@legalaid.org
Logan Meester
Development Assistant
239-298-8138
lmeester@legalaid.org
Wendy Merida
Pro Bono Assistant
239-775-4982
wmerida@legalaid.org

Friday, Dec. 8, 2017

ADOPT-A-FAMILY
GIFT PROGRAM
5.30 to 7.30 pm
Naples Zoo
DONORS ARE NEEDED
by Nov. 21, 2017

• Everglades City, the hardest hit area, has estimated that nearly every building inside
city limits was damaged in the storm. The city said 23 buildings were destroyed and
that another 517 suffered major damage.
Legal Aid has been inundated with calls from those living in Collier County desperate for
legal assistance on a number of legal issues related to the storm who cannot afford counsel.
This demand has quickly overwhelmed the current capacity of our staff attorneys to assist
those in need. Vast numbers of civil legal matters have arisen in Collier County involving
housing law/landlord-tenant law, insurance coverage and claims, unpaid medical expenses,
unemployment benefits, employment law, consumer contracts, fraudulent services and vendors, mobile homes, FEMA and federal programs and much more.
To address this crisis in our community, Legal Aid in collaboration with the Collier County
Bar Association is conducting a special Hurricane Irma Emergency Pro Bono Legal Project
for Collier County. The first initiative launched by the Project was a Hurricane Irma Pro
Bono Legal Clinic to be held at Legal Aid on Saturday, October 14, 2017. Stay tuned for
details about this clinic and how it helped to foster relief and recovery. A second component of the initiative will be operated through Legal Aid’s Collier Lawyers Care Pro Bono
Program, and it will pair attorney volunteers with eligible Legal Aid clients with storm related
legal issues who need extended services. If you are willing to do pro bono work for this
Project, please contact Jeff Ahren at (239) 298-8130 or jahren@legalaid.org.
Legal Aid’s goal is to do as much as we can, to help as many as we can, for as long as
we can until everyone who requests our help receives it. Life is not back to normal
for thousands of our neighbors, and Legal Aid is “in for the long haul” to assist those
who need counsel and can’t afford it.
Legal Aid would like to extend a special thanks to the Collier County Bar Association and
Foundation, and Damian Taylor (President) and Lisa Mead (Executive Director) in particular,
for their leadership and outstanding efforts to bring healing to our community and economy
in the wake of Irma.
Legal Aid’s 11th Annual “Adopt a Family” Holiday Gift Exchange
Since 2007, Legal Aid Service of Collier County, in collaboration with the Collier County Bar
Association, has furnished gifts to needy children each holiday season through generous doSee “Legal Aid Notes,” page 10
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VIEW FROM THE BENCH

By The Honorable Michael Brown
County Court Judge, Collier County

Changes to the Unified Family Court
Structure and Schedule
As many of you know, in 2014, the Florida Supreme Court revised the Family Law Rules
to require all courts in the State of Florida to implement a Unified Family Court structure,
sometimes referred to as the “one family, one judge” model. This was not a new concept in
Florida, in fact the Supreme Court had been asking the courts to implement a Unified Family
Court model since 1991. The difference was that in 2014, the Supreme Court stopped asking
the various circuit courts, and finally stated that all family judges SHALL handle all matters
for a particular family.

A four-week
calendar version of
the new schedule
can be found
on the Court’s
website at www.
ca.cjis20.org under
the links section
contained under
the Unified Family
Court button in the
bottom right hand
side of the home
page.

In response to this directive from the Supreme Court, Judges Greider, Hardt, and Krier
spent several months crafting the current Unified Family Court structure for Collier County
and it was implemented beginning July 1, 2014. Over the past three years, we have operated
under the current three Unified Family Court judge structure with all three judges handling
one third of all of the Juvenile Delinquency, Juvenile Dependency, civil Domestic Violence
and Family Law matters, and each family in Collier County was assigned to one of the three
judges. As part of our continuing commitment to providing the best services to the citizens
and families in Collier County, we have been constantly reviewing allocation of judicial and
court resources and the impacts our schedule has on the families that we serve. As a result
of those reviews, we realized that the current structure had some defects which had to be
fixed. For example, in the Family Law area, we determined that we did not have enough
hearing time and we had no flexibility in the system to allow the judges to adequately and
timely prepare and finalize orders and judgments. This lack of flexibility meant as a practical
matter that it would take months for parties to get final judgments. That situation was unacceptable to the families, and to the judges. We also identified several statutory deadlines
which were not being met in the Juvenile Dependency area and some structural issues in
the civil Domestic Violence and Juvenile Delinquency areas as well.
Once we identified some of the issues in the current structure, we spent several months
speaking with stakeholders and reconfiguring our Unified Family Court structure to address
these issues and others raised by various stakeholders. After over six months of discussion,
I am pleased to announce that we have developed a new Unified Family Court structure
which takes effect Monday, October 30, 2017. Prior to the implementation, we held several
stakeholder meetings to answer questions about the new structure, but in case anyone did
not get notice and is interested, I thought I would take a moment and highlight the changes.
We still have three Unified Family Court judges, but we have restructured the respective
judges’ case assignments.
Effective October 30, 2017, I will begin serving as the one Unified Family Court Cross-over
Judge. In that capacity I handle all of the Juvenile Delinquency and Juvenile Dependency
matters for Collier County. I also handle any civil Domestic Violence cases and Family Law
cases where there is also an active pending Delinquency and\or Dependency case. As part
of the transition to the new structure, I also kept a few of the families without an active
Delinquency or Dependency case with which I had previously spent a lot of time in order to
finish some active proceedings for those families.
As I am sure many of you already know, as we transitioned to the new Unified Family Court
structure, we also transitioned to a new Unified Family Court judge in Collier County. While
we were very sad to see Judge Gentile leave us, we were very happy that he and his assistant now have less commuting time, and we were also very happy to welcome Judge Krier
back home here in the Collier County courthouse.
continued on page 10
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Register for any event
through Lisa Mead.
Phone: 239-252-8711
lmead@colliercountybar.org
www.colliercountybar.org.

NOVEMBER
2

Event Policy
It is the policy of the
Collier County Bar
Association to request
that all reservations for
our events are placed at
least two days prior to the
event.
We are always willing
to accommodate our
members; however, event
sites must order food two
days prior to an event.
Also, it is the policy
of the Collier County
Bar Association to
issue refunds ONLY if
a member cancels a
reservation two days prior
to an event. If a member
cancels the day before,
or the day of an event, a
refund will not be issued.
We appreciate your
consideration of this
policy.

Trusts and Estates Luncheon
FineMark National Bank & Trust, 12:00 p.m.
This is a free event, please bring your own lunch
Registration is required

2

YL/CCBA Happy Hour
Dylan’s Draft House, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

3

Real Estate Landscape Seminar
Cypress Woods Country Club
8:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
RE members - $50; Non-members - $65

Country Club of Naples, 12:00 p.m.
Members - $20; Non-members - $35
14 YL Board Meeting
Tacos and Tequila, 12:00 p.m.
Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
interest to our members.
Inns of Court
The Club at Naples Bay Resort, 5:30 p.m.
15 Family Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
FL Members - $25; Non-members - $35

7

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 7:30 a.m.

7

CCBA Foundation Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

16 Foundation FUNdraiser
Vino’s Picasso, 6:00 p.m.
Tickets are $35 each

7

Trial Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
TL Members - $25; Non-members - $35

17 CCBA Membership Luncheon
Country Club of Naples, 12:00 p.m.
Members - $20; Non-members - $35

8

Trial Law Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.

Not sponsored by the CCBA, but may be of
interest to our members.
22 CCWBA Judicial Appreciation Luncheon
Grey Oaks, 11:45 a.m.

10 CCBA Office Closed / Veteran’s Day
10 CCBA Membership Luncheon

23/24 CCBA Offices Closed
Happy Thanksgiving

DECEMBER
5

CCBA Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 7:30 a.m.

12 YL Board Meeting
Tacos and Tequila, 12:00 p.m.

5

CCBA Foundation Board Meeting
CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

13 Trial Law Board Meeting
Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.

5

Trial Law Luncheon
Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
TL Members - $25; Non-members - $35

7

Trusts and Estates Luncheon
FineMark National Bank & Trust, 12:00 p.m.
This is a free event, please bring your own lunch
Registration is required

14 CCBA Holiday Party
Hyatt House, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
A night of fun and magic for all ages
Adults - $25; Children 12 and under are free
Cash Bar

8
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Real Estate Luncheon
Shula’s at the Hilton, 12:00 p.m.
RE Members - $25; Non-members - $35

20 Family Law Section Brown Bag
Collier County Courthouse, 12:00 p.m.
This is a free event, pre-registration required
25-26

CCBA Offices are Closed for the
Christmas Holiday
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BULLETIN BOARD
Got news?
Contact Lisa Mead by
calling 252-8711 or
drop an email
line to lmead@
colliercountybar.org

Inclusion
Policy
If you are a CCBA member
in good standing and you’ve
moved, been promoted, hired an
associate, taken on a partner, or
received an award, we’d like to
hear from you. Talks, speeches
(unless they are of national
stature), CLE presentations and
political announcements are
not accepted. In addition, we
will not print notices of honors
determined by other publications
(e.g., Super Lawyers, Best
Lawyers, etc.).
Notices must be submitted in
writing and limited to 100 words;
they are printed at no cost to
members and are subject to
editing. E-mail your notice to
lmead@colliercountybar.org.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A.,
is pleased to announce that Attorney Jeff
Wright has joined the firm’s Land Use &
Environmental Law division. He will practice out of the firm’s Bonita Springs office
and will focus on land use matters in both
Collier and Lee Counties. Wright is Florida Bar Board Certified in City, County &
Local Government Law. Wright is heavily
involved in growth management and comprehensive planning issues throughout
Florida. He served as committee counsel
to the Collier County Rural Lands Stewardship Area Review Committee and as
an Assistant (Collier) County Attorney. As
a member of the Florida Association of
County Attorneys’ Growth Management
Committee, Wright provided critical input
on growth management legislation, referenda, and reform. Wright represents private property owners, associations, and
investors in land use and permitting matters. He is admitted to practice in Florida
and Colorado. Wright can be reached at
jeff.wright@henlaw.com or by phone at
239-344-1371.
Laird A. Lile, a board-certified wills, trusts
and estates attorney in Naples, has named
Thomas Treece, J.D., LL.M., as the firm’s
Resident at Law. Treece earned his bachelor’s degree from the University of North
Florida and his J.D. from the Florida State
University College of Law in May 2015.
Most recently, Treece graduated from the
University of Miami School of Law with a
master’s degree in taxation. A member of
The Florida Bar’s Young Lawyers division,
Treece serves as Education Committee
Co-Leader for the Expanded Media Initiative of the Tax Section. In 2011, Lile introduced the Resident at Law program as a
way to successfully transition law school
graduates from the classroom to the practice of law, much as physicians do upon
completing medical school. The 18-month

residency program offers a salary, participation in professional organizations and
bar meetings with all fees covered by the
firm, and hands-on experience with clients
and real legal cases, with no minimum billable-hour requirement.
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A.,
is pleased to announce that Attorney
Traci McKee was selected as one of Gulfshore Business magazine’s 40 Under 40.
McKee’s practice focuses on defending individuals, corporations and governmental
entities in professional malpractice, premises liability, product liability, and an array
of personal injury claims. She is known as
the “lawyer’s lawyer,” defending attorneys
and law firms in malpractice and grievance
matters. In addition, McKee regularly defends schools, school boards, and other
entities with custody of children in tort
claims. She represents clients in appeals
and has argued before the Florida Supreme Court. McKee serves as SecretaryTreasurer of the Florida Defense Lawyers
Association’s Executive Council and in
just over a year, she will become the first
female president in over a decade. McKee
is also Treasurer of the Southwest Florida
Federal Court Bar Association. She can
be reached at traci.mckee@henlaw.com
or by phone at 239-344-1263.
Quarles & Brady, LLP announced that
Keely F. Morton, an attorney in the firm’s
Naples office, has been selected to serve
on the Board of Directors of the Collier
County Women’s Bar Association (CCWBA). She will chair the CCWBA Leadership Committee. Morton practices in
the area of commercial litigation with an
emphasis on fiduciary, trust and probate
litigation, and represents clients at both
the trial and appellate levels.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S UPDATE

By Lisa Mead, Executive Director
Collier County Bar Association

Getting back to “normal”
There have been so many articles addressing Hurricane Irma and the aftermath that we
should have called this issue “The Hurricane
Witness”! I’m going to add to that a bit here.
The events held to benefit the community prove
our social media hash tag that CCBA Lawyers
are the Coolest. In the midst of all of the chaos
our members gave time, money, and expertise
to help. We packed the house at RipTide and
raised $2,500 for Guadalupe Center and Legal Aid. We also had a very busy Saturday at Legal Aid during the clinic on October 14th. In addition to a full complement of CCBA lawyers,
there were also many Legal Aid staffers on hand to help with logistics and translation. It was
the smoothest clinic we’ve ever done. Thanks to everyone who gave their day to this very
worthwhile event.
Jeff Ahren
Sal Bazaz
Marshall Bender
Jacquelyn Boudreau
Karynn Cavero
Hilda Cenecharles
James Chandler
Eduardo Espinosa
Gabriela Zamora Garcia
Tim Hains
Jessica Hernandez
Colette Kellerhouse
Carrie Kerskie
Enita Kushi
Ed Larsen

Cathy Lucrezi
Logan Meester
Wendy Merida
Marina Moussa
Pat Neale
Jeff Perlow
Alejandra Pisacreta
Tara Rosenblum
Wayde Seidensticker
Fred Smith
David Steckler
Linda Steckler
Ashley Suarez
Pieter Van Dien
Rebecca Vaccariello

I know that many of you are also doing things personally and privately. There are groups taking food and supplies to Immokalee and Everglades City. There are individuals working tirelessly to help in any way possible during this difficult time; everything from taking pro-bono
work to getting your hands dirty cleaning debris for those unable to do it themselves. I am
humbled and grateful to be part of such an amazing group of people. Our community is better for having all of you as part of it.
We are slowly getting back to normal (a relative term to be certain) here in the CCBA office.
I’m excited for our 70th Anniversary season to get well and truly underway. If the events of
September and October are any indication we’re in for quite a ride. Let’s do this!
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Legal Aid Notes from page 5

From the Bench from page 6

nations made by patrons of the annual Adopt a Family Holiday
Gift Program. Well over 1,100 children and families have been
served through this Program over the years.

So as of Monday, October 30, 2017, Judges Evans and Krier became the two Unified Family Court Family Law\Domestic Violence judges, and began handling all of the remaining, non-crossover Family Law and civil Domestic Violence cases in the county.
Effectively they handle all intersecting Family Law and civil Domestic Violence cases, as well as split all standalone Family Law
and Domestic Violence cases between them.

The Adopt a Family program pairs underprivileged families and
their minor children with donors who are willing to provide toys,
gifts, clothing, and food to the families. The beneficiaries are
Legal Aid clients who have minor children. These families are
selected by our staff due to the hardships they are facing. Without the Adopt a Family program, many of these families would
not be able to afford a holiday celebration. Some are escaping
abuse and violence, and others are near homelessness. Won’t
you spread some joy this holiday to a child in need?
This year, Legal Aid is proud to announce that the 11th annual
Adopt a Family program will be held on Friday, December 8,
2017 from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at the Naples Zoo.
If you are interested in participating, please call (239) 2988138 or email lmeester@legalaid.org. For more information,
visit www.collierlegalaid.org. You will then receive information
about the family you will be ‘adopting’ – including toys the children would love to receive and clothing sizes. The deadline to
sign up as a donor is November 21, 2017. Since this event has
grown over the years, we appreciate early registration by donors – which helps us administratively. For more information,
visit www.collierlegalaid.org.

Under our new structure, all three Unified Family Court judges
have greater flexibility, the structural problems within Delinquency and Dependency should be resolved, and the Family
Law area should see more hearing time and receive judgments
and orders in a more timely fashion, all while we continue to be
true to the “one family, one judge” model. As with any changes,
there are certain to be unforeseen challenges and issues. As
they develop, please let us know. We will continue to review the
docket regularly to make sure that we are doing the best we can
in serving our very vulnerable families and children.
Should anyone wish to review a four week calendar version of
the new schedule, it can be found on the Court’s web-site at
www.ca.cjis20.org under the links section contained under the
Unified Family Court button in the bottom right hand side of the
home page.

Hurricanes Irma and Jose, viewed from a
NASA Satellite on September 8, 2017

“I think we should name
hurricanes after vegetables
we hate.”
– Katrina Heron
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GUEST EDITORIAL

Provided by Parker Tax Publishing

Hurricane Irma income tax discussion
As our communities work to recover from Hurricane Irma, the Collier County Bar Association
wanted to make you aware of key tax relief measures that recently became law and from which
you or your law firm may directly benefit.
These provisions include new employment-related tax credits, increased and more widely available tax deductions for personal casualty losses, favorable changes to the rules regarding early
withdrawals from retirement plans, an increase in the amount of loans that may be taken from
a retirement plan, and modifications to income requirements for the earned income tax credit
and the child tax credit. In addition, increased deductions are available for charitable contributions made for hurricane relief.
What areas are eligible for Hurricane Irma relief?
The following areas have been designated by FEMA as qualifying for disaster relief as a result
of Hurricane Irma:
•

In Florida: The entire state of Florida.

•

In Georgia: The entire state of Georgia.

•

In U.S. Virgin Islands: The islands of St. Croix, St. John, and St. Thomas.

•

All of Puerto Rico (due to Maria)

Extensions Available for Filing Tax Returns and Making Tax Payments
The IRS is granting individuals and businesses affected by Hurricane Irma automatic extensions
of time to file tax forms and make tax payments. The tax relief postpones various tax filing and
payment deadlines that occurred starting on September 4, 2017, in Florida, and September 5,
2017, in Puerto Rico and the islands of St. Croix, St. John, and St. Thomas located in the Virgin
Islands, and September 7, 2017, in Georgia. As a result, affected taxpayers have until January
31, 2018, to file most tax returns (including individual, corporate, and estate and trust income
tax returns; partnership returns, S corporation returns, trust returns; estate, gift, and generation-skipping transfer tax returns; annual information returns of tax-exempt organizations; and
employment and certain excise tax returns) and pay any taxes that were originally due during
these periods. This includes the September 15, 2017, and January 16, 2018, deadlines for making
quarterly estimated tax payments. For individual and business tax filers, it also includes 2016
income tax returns that received a tax-filing extension. However, because tax payments related
to these 2016 returns were originally due on April 18, 2017, those payments are not eligible for
relief.
The IRS is waiving late-deposit penalties for federal payroll and excise tax deposits normally
due during the first 15 days of the disaster period. For Florida taxpayers, penalties on payroll
and excise tax deposits due on or after September 4, 2017, and before September 19, 2017, will
be abated as long as the deposits were made by September 19, 2017. For taxpayers in the Virgin
Islands and Puerto Rico, the tax deposit penalty on payroll and excise tax deposits that were
due on or after September 5, 2017, and before October 2, 2017, will be abated as long as the
deposits were made by October 2, 2017. For Georgia taxpayers, penalties on payroll and excise
tax deposits due on or after September 7, 2017, and before September 22, 2017, will be abated
as long as the deposits were made by September 22, 2017.
The IRS will automatically provide filing and penalty relief to any taxpayer with an IRS address
of record located in the Hurricane Irma disaster area. Thus, there is no need for you to contact
the IRS to get this relief. However, if you receive a late filing or late payment penalty notice
from the IRS that has an original or extended filing, payment or deposit due date falling within
the postponement period, you can call the number on the notice to have the penalty abated.
Increased Casualty Loss Deductions
Special rules allow increased deductions relating to Hurricane Irma if you suffered a net di-

continued next page
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Hurricane-related income tax relief from page 11
saster loss, which is defined as the excess of a qualified disasterrelated personal casualty losses over personal casualty gains. A
qualified disaster-related personal casualty loss refers to losses
that are not connected with a trade or business or a transaction
entered into for profit, and that arose in the Hurricane Irma disaster area on or after September 4, 2017, and which are attributable
to Hurricane Irma.

on the amount of retirement plan distributions that qualify as a hurricane distribution. The aggregate amount of
distributions you receive from your qualified retirement
plan which may be treated as qualified hurricane distributions for any tax year cannot exceed the excess (if any) of
$100,000 over the aggregate amounts treated as qualified
hurricane distributions you received for all prior tax years.

Unfortunately, the cost of protecting property against a casualty
(e.g., boarding up a house ahead of the storm) is not part of a
casualty loss. Nor is the cost cleaning up after the storm or the
cost of repairing damaged property. However, if your property is
business property, these expenses are deductible as business expenses.

(2) If a distribution you receive would (without regard to (1),
above) be a qualified hurricane distribution, your retirement plan will not be treated as violating any tax code
requirements merely because the plan treats such distribution as a qualified hurricane distribution, unless the
aggregate amount of such distributions from all plans
maintained by your employer (and any member of any
controlled group which includes your employer) to you
exceeds $100,000.

The IRS website has information regarding the valuation of casualty losses related to the hurricane for individuals and businesses
- https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/
faqs-for-disaster-victims-casualty-loss-valuations-and-sections165-i.
Casualty Loss Deductions Are Available Regardless of Whether You Itemize

(3) The limit on loans you may receive from your plan that
are not treated as taxable distributions is increased from
$50,000 to $100,000, and the repayment of such loans
may be delayed from the regular repayment term by an
additional year.

Normally, only taxpayers who itemized their deductions (as opposed to simply claiming the standard deduction) can claim a casualty loss. Special rules waive this requirement for casualty losses relating to Hurricane Irma by allowing you to add the amount
of such a loss to your standard deduction.

(4) With respect to a qualified hurricane distribution, any
amount required to be included in gross income for a tax
year will be includible ratably over the three-tax-year period beginning with that tax year, unless you elect not to
have this rule apply.

Timing of Casualty Loss Deductions

(5) Individuals who live outside the area affected by Hurricane Irma can take out a retirement plan loan or hardship
distribution and use it to assist a son, daughter, parent,
grandparent or other dependent who lives or works in the
Hurricane Irma disaster area.

Normally, a casualty loss can only be deducted in the year in which
the loss occurred. But when a loss happens in a federally declared
disaster area, a special rule gives you the option of claiming the
loss in the preceding tax year - in this case, 2016. If it is determined that you would get a bigger tax benefit from claiming such
an Irma-related loss in 2016, you can file an amended return, if
necessary.
Employee Retention Tax Credit Available to Businesses
If you are an eligible employer, you may be able to claim an employee retention credit of 40 percent of qualified wages with respect to each eligible employee for 2017. The amount of qualified
wages which may be taken into account cannot exceed $6,000
paid to an eligible individual (making the maximum credit $2,400
per eligible employee). You are considered an eligible employer
if you conducted an active trade or business on September 4,
2017, in the Hurricane Irma disaster zone, and your trade or business was inoperable on any day after September 4, 2017, and before January 1, 2018, as a result of damage sustained by reason of
Hurricane Irma. An eligible employee means an employee whose
principal place of employment on September 4, 2017, with such
eligible employer was in the Hurricane Irma disaster zone.
Retirement Plan Rules Relaxed
Both Congress and the IRS have eased the tax burden of using
qualified retirement plans to help individuals recovering from
Hurricane Irma. Some of the tax relief provisions available to you
include:
(1) The 10 percent early withdrawal penalty tax will not apply
to any qualified hurricane distribution you receive from
your qualified retirement plan. However, there is a limit
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(6) Qualified retirement plans can make loans or hardship
distributions before the plan is formally amended to provide for such features. In addition, the plan can ignore
the reasons that normally apply to hardship distributions,
thus allowing them, for example, to be used for food and
shelter.
Modification of Earned Income for Purposes of the Earned
Income Credit and Child Tax Credit
If you are eligible for the earned income credit and the child tax
credit for 2017, and your earned income for the 2017 tax year is
less than your earned income for 2016, the earned income credit
and child tax credit may, at your election, be determined by substituting your 2016 earned income for your 2017 earned income.
For residents of Puerto Rico determining the child tax credit, social security taxes are used instead of earned income.
Suspension of Limitations on Charitable Contributions
A temporary suspension of the limitations on charitable contributions applies with respect to qualified contributions, which are
defined as those made between August 23, 2017, and December
31, 2017, to a charitable organization and made for relief efforts
with respect to the hurricane disaster areas. The taxpayer must
make an election to apply these rules. In the case of a partnership
or S corporation, the election is made separately by each partner
or shareholder.
This information is provided courtesy of Parker Tax Publishing.
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS

By Laird Lile, Esq.

Report from The Florida Bar Board of Governors
TO: All 20th Circuit Florida Bar Members
FROM: Laird Lile and Marcy Shaw, 20th Circuit Representatives
RE: Report from The Florida Bar Board of Governors
If you have questions or concerns, contact your Board of Governors representatives:
llile@lairdalile.com, marcy@mlshawlaw.com.
________________________________________
The Florida Bar Board of Governors met on October 6, 2017, in Orlando. The major actions of the Board and reports received included:
The Florida Bar’s Disaster Relief Hotline, set up by the Young Lawyers Division after Hurricane Irma caused extensive damage in our state, has referred more than 900 requests
for assistance to over 400 volunteer Florida Bar members. More volunteers are needed
to respond to calls from an increasing number of Floridians who need legal representation but cannot afford it. The types of legal questions most frequently involve landlord/
tenant and other housing problems, consumer protection matters, and home repair contracts. Only a basic understanding of common problems experienced by disaster victims
is needed and a training manual for volunteers is available. The Florida Good Samaritan
Act and the Federal Volunteer Protection Act provide protection for the volunteers.
Please volunteer today! In a letter posted here, YLD President-elect Christian George
shares his story of recovery from flooding in Jacksonville while encouraging fellow Bar
members to volunteer to return hotline calls. For additional ways lawyers can help and
recovery assistance for Florida Bar members: floridabar.org/hurricaneinfo.
The Puerto Rican Bar Association of Florida announced it is using its 501(c)(3) scholarship fund to raise money for the incidental costs of the relocation of Puerto Rican law
students displaced in their studies after Hurricane Maria to U.S. law schools. Donations
to the PRBAF Student Temporary Assistance and Relocation Program (STAR) will be
used to fill some of the gaps that the ABA, law schools, and other organizations may
not be able to fill, such as books, laptop computers, meals, clothing, and travel. Checks
for the scholarship fund can be mailed to 517 W. Colonial Drive, Orlando, FL 32806 or
contributed securely via a PayPal link. For more information, visit http://www.prbaflorida.
org/hurricane-relief-efforts and watch this segment of TheFloridaBarNews.TV.
The Florida Bar launches its public education program on the Constitution Revision
Commission (CRC) on Oct. 17 at 11:15 a.m. in Tallahassee and via broadcast on Facebook
live. “Protect Florida Democracy: Our Constitution, Our Rights, Our Courts” emphasizes the important work of the CRC and why Floridians should become engaged in this
one-every-20-years process. The CRC submits its proposed amendments in May to go
directly on the November ballot. Visit ProtectFLDemocracy.org and please encourage
family, friends and colleagues to request a speaker for community groups, participate in
learning activities, follow and share social media, and watch videos on what some Floridians are saying about the CRC.
A member petition to amend Bar rules to provide an automatic disciplinary finding when
a state or federal appellate court rules a lawyer engaged in frivolous arguments or concontinued next page
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BOG report continued from page 13
duct is being considered by the board’s Disciplinary Procedure Committee. A report on this petition is expected at the
Dec. 8 meeting.
An awareness campaign on the many member services offered by the Practice Resource Institute (PRI) is being developed by a joint subcommittee of the Board’s Communications
and Technology Committees that is also working to improve
the PRI website. The Technology Committee is: studying the
use of virtual currency in legal transactions; the expanding
role of artificial intelligence in legal work and whether the
Bar has a regulatory role in that process; and, working with
Stetson University College of Law to launch a legal incubator
program to assist new lawyers and lawyers transitioning from
public service to private practice in creating law firms to offer
affordable services.

YOUR DOLLARS ARE

HARD AT WORK

Suffolk University Dean and Law Professor Andrew Perlman
discussed the future of the legal profession in light of rapidly
changing technology and the growth of non-law firm legal services providers during the Board meeting. The Nov. 1 issue of
The Florida Bar News will cover his presentation.

IMPORTANT LINKS & REMINDERS
The Oct. 17, 11:15 a.m., Protect Florida Democracy
launch will be available to view via Facebook Live:
Facebook.com/ProtectFLDemocracy.
Nominations for the 2018 Florida Bar and Chief
Justice’s Pro Bono Awards honoring lawyers, judges,
law firms and bar associations, are due Nov. 8:
FloridaBar.org/ProBonoAwards
The Nov. 10 CLE “Path to Inclusion Symposium” in
Orlando will focus on gender bias, implicit bias, and a
multicultural inter-disciplinary approach to addressing
bias and diversity issues. Visit: FloridaBar.org/event/
diversity-symposium/
Save the Date! Applications for the 2018-2019 Wm.
Reece Smith, Jr. Leadership Academy will be available
Dec.1 at FloridaBar.org/LeadershipAcademy and are
due Jan. 15. Learn more about this great skill and
network building program in this FloridaBarNews.TV
segment.

Even a small donation can make a big difference

SupportHurricaneRelief.org

Tap into more than 60 free or discounted products
and services for Florida Bar members: FloridaBar.org/
MemberBenefits
Follow The Florida Bar and may Bar programs, section
and committees on social media for the latest news
and information: FloridaBar.org/SocialMedia.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Community Appreciation Day

The national law firm of Quarles & Brady, LLP, celebrated its 125th anniversary with
a Community Appreciation Day in each of its local markets. In Naples, the firm
presented a $1,250 check to Golden Terrace Elementary School. The funds will be
used in the school's Positive Behavior Intervention Support (PBIS) program, which
promotes positive behavior and acknowledges students for their positive behavior
choices in school. Presenting the check, from left to right, were Quarles & Brady
Partner Kenneth Haney, Third Grade Teacher Kelly Viana, School Principal Dr. Terri
Lonneman, Attorney Ashley Sykes, and Adrienne Beaury.
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100 Lawyers Giving Back
Albert L. Alguadich

Sharon Hanlon

David Pash

Glenn Ballenger

The Honorable Frederick R. Hardt

John Passidomo

Albert Batista

The Honorable Hugh Hayes

Alexander C. Peterson

Christopher P. Bray

William Hazzard

Darrin Phillips

Beverly Brennan

Starling Hendriks

Jim Pilon

Patrick F. Broderick

Marc Huling

Gregory Podolak

The Honorable Lauren Brodie

Kari Jacobson

Marcie Poulos

David G. Budd

F. Edward Johnson

Mark Price

William M. Burke

Henry Paul Johnson

Michael Raheb

John P. Cardillo

Richard Johnston Jr.

Cathy Reiman

Denise Cazobon

John D. Kehoe

Ricardo Reyes

Edward K. Cheffy

Jason H. Korn

Deborah Russell

Jacob E. Colgrove

Andrew Krause

Sam J. Saad III

Tom Conroy

Robert D.W. Landon II

N. Paul San Filippo

Eric Correira

Suzanne Lanier

Jeanne L. Seewald

Michael J. Corso

Michael Leonard

Wayde P. Seidensticker

T. John Costello

Lisa H. Lipman

Terry L. Slye

Louis D’Agostino

John E. Long, Jr.

Kimberly Spiker

Mike Dal Lago

John S. Long

Robert Stommel

Tara Miller Dane

J. Christopher Lombardo

Tammy Strohl

Donald Day

The Honorable Ramiro Mañalich

Herman Tarnow

Matt Devisse

Donna Marshall

Damian Taylor

Burns A. Dobbins, IV

The Honorable Janeice Martin

Rebecca Vaccariello

Robin Doyle

G. Carson McEachern

Pieter Van Dien

Juan Escobar

Shannon McFee

Chris T. Vernon

Larry Farese

Roger McMorrow

Elizabeth Wolt

Ann Frank

Robert Menzies

Chris Wohlbrandt

Yale T. Freeman

Landon Miller

Edward Wollman

Nicole L. Goetz

Michael J. Mueller

Douglas Wood

Richard Grant

William H. Myers

Greg Woods

C. Neil Gregory

Robert Napier

Joseph D. Zaks

Craig D. Grider

Tamara Nicola

Theodore Zelman

Adam Gross

Michael D. Nieman
Jim Nulman
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2017 District Court of Appeal Dinner
Thursday, October 12, 2017

There was a sold-out crowd and a party vibe at this year’s dinner to welcome the judicial panel from the
Second DCA. The Port Royal Club is always amazing, but the weather and sunset capped a perfect evening.
We were honored to celebrate with Chief Judge Edward LaRose, Judge Robert Morris and Judge Susan
Rothstein-Youakim, as well as many members of our local judiciary. Much of the celebratory mood of the
evening was due to Tara Miller Dane, our 2017 Lioness of the Law. Everyone loves Tara (how can you not?)!
The award was given in a very touching tribute by The Honorable Christine Greider.
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2017 District Court of Appeal Dinner

The Collier County Bar
Association is grateful for
all of the generous sponsors
who make our events
possible.
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Gold

Cheffy Passidomo, P.A.
Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor &
Diaz, P.A.
Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.
Robins Kaplan LLP
Long, Murphy & Zung, P.A.

Silver

Cummings & Lockwood LLC
Doyle Conflict Resolution
Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Klaus Doupé, P.A.
Law Office of Tammy Strohl, P.A.
Quarles & Brady LLP
Silverio & Hall, P.A.
Tarnow Law Firm, PL

Bronze

Akerman LLP
Boyle & Leonard
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Dal Lago Law
Family Law Section
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes &
Holt, P.A.
Law Office of Sharon M. Hanlon,
P.A.
Trial Law Section
Westlaw

And as always,
a special thank you to our
host at the Port Royal Club,
JOE COX.
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Collier County Bar Foundation
Lawyers Giving Back

2017 CCBA Sponsors

2017 Foundation Sponsors

Gold
Cheffy Passidomo, P.A.
Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor & Diaz, P.A.
Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.
Robins Kaplan LLP
Long, Murphy & Zung, P.A.

Gold
Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor & Diaz, P.A.
Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.
Roetzel & Andress LPA
Zung Clough, PLLC

Silver
Cummings & Lockwood LLC
Doyle Conflict Resolution
Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Klaus Doupé, P.A.
Law Office of Tammy Strohl, P.A.
Quarles & Brady LLP
Silverio & Hall, P.A.
Tarnow Law Firm, PL
Bronze
Akerman LLP
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Dal Lago Law
Family Law Section
Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A.
Law Office of Sharon M. Hanlon, P.A.
Trial Law Section
Westlaw
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Silver
Edward L. Larsen, Esq., P.A.
Finemark National Bank & Trust
Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Kotler Law Firm P.L.
Law Office of Donald P. Day
Bronze
Cohen & Grigsby, P.C.
Bond, Schoeneck & King
Dal Lago Law
Family Law Section
Westlaw
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MEDIATION & ARBITRATION

New research shows that witnessing traumatic events —
like domestic violence, shootings, or even fighting — can
impact the physical development of a child’s brain. Learn
how your everyday gestures can help reverse the effects.
ChangingMindsNOW.org
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100% Club
Albert Batista, Esq.

John L. Licciardi, PA

The Law Office of Sal Bazaz, P.A.

Livingston Loeffler, P.A.

Law Offices of Jerry Berry, P.A.

Marshall Law Office

Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC

Paul A. Murray, P.A.

Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist, P.A.

Patrick Neale & Associates

Hilda Cenecharles, Esq.

Adam J. Oosterbaan

Law Office of Ellen T. Chadwell, PL

Antonio J. Perez-Benitoa, P.A.

Cheffy Passidomo

Quarles & Brady, LLP

Holly B. Chernoff

Douglas L. Rankin, Esq.

Richard D. Cimino, P.A.

Richman Law Firm

Law Offices of James W. Chandler

Roetzel & Andress

Coleman, Hazzard, Taylor & Diaz, P.A.

Law Office of Sam J. Saad, III

Conroy, Conroy & Durant, P.A.

Law Office of Tammy Strohl, P.A.

Dunwody White & Landon, P.A.

Tarnow Law Firm, P.L.

Grant Fridkin Pearson, P.A.

Thompson Lewis Law Firm, PLLC

Gray Robinson

Treiser Collins, P.L.

Law Office of Sharon M. Hanlon, P.A.

Viacava & Cantor

Law Office of Kevyn Noonan Hayes

Nico J. Vitale, Esq.

The Kelleher Firm, P.A.

Weldon & Rothman, PL

Kotler Law Firm, P.L.

Wilson & Johnson, P.A.

Lanier and Deifik, P.A.

Law Offices of Elizabeth Wolt, P.A.

Legacy Law Firm Naples, P.A.

Brian D. Zinn, LLC
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MARITAL & FAMILY LAW

MARITAL & FAMILY LAW

From all
of us at
the Collier
County Bar
Association
offices, have
a blessed
holiday.
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The “It’s Not Like I’m Drunk” Cocktail
2 oz. tequila
1 oz. triple sec
1/2 ounce lime juice
Salt
1 too many
1 automobile The “It’s Not Like I’m Drunk” Cocktail
1 missed red light
2 oz. tequila
triple sec
1 false sense of1 oz.
security
1/2 ounce lime juice
1 lowered reaction
Salt time

1 too many
The “It’s Not Like I’m Drunk” Cocktail
1 automobile
1 missed red light
2 oz. tequila
1 false sense of security
1 oz. triple sec
1 lowered reaction time
1/2 ounce lime juice
Salt
1 too many
Combine ingredients. Shake.
1 automobile
Have another. And another.
1 missed red light
1 false sense of security
1 lowered reaction time

Combine ingredients. Shake.
Have another. And another.

Combine ingredients. Shake.
Have another. And another.
Never underestimate ‘just a few.’
Buzzed driving is drunk driving.

Never underestimate ‘just a few.’
Buzzed driving is drunk driving.
Never underestimate ‘just a few.’
Buzzed driving is drunk driving.

To Be A PerfecT PArenT.
There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005
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AdoptUSKids.org
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APPELLATE PRACTICE

MEDIATION & ARBITRATION
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CRIMINAL AND PERSONAL INJURY LAW
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BUSINESS LITIGATION

Motor Vehicle Accidents • Slip and Fall
Product Liability • Bicycle Accidents
Wrongful Death • Abuse/Molestation
Referrals Honored
5633 Naples Blvd., Naples, FL 34109
Tel. 239-598-3222

www.zelmanandhanlon.com
MULTI-LINGUAL REAL ESTATE
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INSURANCE
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INSURANCE
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BANKRUPTCY

cohenlaw.com
PATENT/TRADEMARK LAW

YOUR IP CO-COUNSEL

YOUR I.P. CO-COUNSEL
Transactional or Litigation
We can help

U.S. REGISTERED PATENT ATTORNEYS
&
FLORIDA BAR BOARD CERTIFIED
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ATTORNEYS
SERVING SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
NAPLES ● FORT MYERS ● SARASOTA
239-262-8502
IP@LLiplaw.com
www.LivingstonLoeffler.com
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LEGAL/NURSE CONSULTING

RESEARCH

Proud to serve as a gold sponsor of
The Collier County Bar Association and
The Collier County Bar Foundation

Coleman Hazzard
Taylor & Diaz, P.A.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

3003 Tamiami Trail North, Suite 402 • Naples, Florida 34103
239-298-5200 • www.chtlegal.com
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HOME HEALTH/NURSING

MEDIATION & ARBITRATION
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PERSONAL INJURY/EMPLOYMENT LAW
Paralegal Association of Florida, Inc.
Southwest Florida Chapter
An affiliate of the National Association
of Legal Assistants, Inc.
c/o PO Box 110893 • Naples, Florida 34108

Paralegal Networking & Monthly CLE Events

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the DoubleTree Guest Suites
in Naples; 5:30 for social hour/6:30 CLE Dinner meeting. Members $25.00
and Guests $35.00. Please RSVP to Sue Smith at shsmith@porterwright.com
if interested in attending or if you need more information.
We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month at the Hilton Garden Inn in
Ft. Myers; 6:00 dinner and check-in. Members $25.00 and Guests $35.00.
Please RSVP to Sabine Francisco at sfrancisco@bolanostruxton.com if interested in attending or if you need more information.

Lives

changed,
lives

saved.

The American Cancer Society fights
for every birthday threatened by
every cancer, in every community.
We’ve taken part in almost every major cancer breakthrough.
You can help by educating your clients on planned giving
opportunities. Our National Professional Advisor Network
(NPAN) provides solutions through free, valuable gift
planning tools and resources and access to the latest in
estate planning, charitable tax and finance news.

To register or receive a free NPAN brochure email
pat.baier@cancer.org or call 1-800-444-1410 ext. 3856.
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3315 East Tamiami Trail, Suite 505
Naples, Florida 34112

Bill Hazzard
Certified Circuit Civil Mediator
Qualified Arbitrator
whazzard@chtlegal.com
298-5207 (direct) • 298-5213 (scheduling)
No charge for travel • No cancellation fee

Experience - Knowledge - Commitment
www.mediatornaples.com

