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2015 Colorado Charter Schools Conference
2015 Colorado Charter Schools Conference
Today's Students. Tomorrow's Leaders.
February 2627, 2015 | Denver
Join over 700 attendees at the Colorado Charter Schools Conference to
learn and share best practices in all areas of a charter school, from the
classroom, to the business office, to the board room, and more. Choose
from over 60 Breakout Sessions taught by those who know the topics best
 your charter school peers. Whether you are a new charter school leader,
business manager, board member, teacher or new school developer, the
Colorado Charter Schools Conference has something for you! Developing
Schools receive a discount to attend ($130/oneday or $230/both days).
Stage 6 planning grants (and sometimes flex grants) can be used to
attend the conference! Please check with Lori Ventimiglia to determine
eligibility.
Visit www.cocharterconference.org for all of the details and to register.

New School Spotlight
The Children's Kiva Montessori School
The Children's Kiva Montessori School opened its doors in August to 72
students grades K6 in Cortez, Colorado.
The Kiva's vision is to
provide a vibrant and
engaging learning
environment based on
the teachings of Dr.
Maria Montessori that
supports all students'
academic excellence
and ability to become
empowered, creative,
lifelong learners
responsible for
themselves, their
community, and their
environment.
The school implements an authentic Montessori, STEAM and community
based curriculum with a strong commitment to school and community
health and wellness.
Montezuma County is home to Colorado's finest archaeological areas, a
culturally diverse population and some of the most diverse landscapes in
the state. But it also faces significant challenges in educational quality and
socioeconomic development. The Children's Kiva Montessori School
embraces these challenges and is committed to offering a high quality
educational option to families in the community through evidencebased
educational practices.
To learn more about The Children's Kiva Montessori School, visit
www.childrenskiva.org
If your new school opened this year please send pictures to Lori Ventimiglia
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1119257429669&format=html&printFrame=true

2/9

3/27/2015

New School News  November 2014

to be featured in an upcoming newsletter!

Planning Grant Update
Planning Grants Replenished
We are excited to announce that planning grants are once again available
statewide! We are deeply grateful to the Anschutz Foundation for providing
the grants to developing groups inside the Denver/Metro area and to the
Daniels Fund for providing the grants to developing groups outside of the
Metro area.
Click here to find planning grant applications, evaluations rubrics and
guidelines.
Please read the guidelines thoroughly before applying. Make sure to submit
a signed Expectations and Commitments form with the application and
provide all required attachments.
If a grant application does not receive an 80% by our review team, we will
provide feedback and invite applicants to submit again. If that application
still doesn't receive an 80% we will ask groups to wait six months before
resubmitting for a planning grant.
It is highly recommended that you reach out to Lori Ventimiglia before filling
out the application to clarify any questions you might have and to determine
eligibility.

Colorado School Laws
2014 Print Edition of Colorado School Laws
Available Through Your Authorizer
The 2014 printed edition of the Colorado School Laws has been received by
CDE, and a copy for each authorized charter school has been included in
the distribution to School Districts and CSI. Please contact your district to
request your copy from them. If you have difficulty receiving a copy from
your authorizer, please let us know.
If you are a new school that is not yet open, CDE can provide you a
copy through their Schools of Choice Office allotment. Please email
SOC@cde.state.co.us to set up a time to pick one up, or send a
documentsized selfaddressed, postagepaid envelop to Schools of Choice
Office, Colorado Department of Education, 201 E. Colfax Ave., Room 302,
Denver, CO 80203.

Developing Schools
This section of the newsletter is intended for charter school
developing groups in the early exploration stages of starting a school,
or groups that are in the process of writing their charter application.

Resource of the Month:
Charter School Start Up Plan: Phases 02
This resource addresses charter schools at their very earliest stage of
development and all the way through application submission.
The Phase 02 StartUp Plan guides developing groups to navigate the vast
and complex tasks and activities that go into developing a charter school
and is structured so that groups can see the ideal timing of each task and
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1119257429669&format=html&printFrame=true
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keep track of who is responsible for each activity.

TIP! Educating your Community about Charters
Even 20 years into the life of charter schools in Colorado, it is amazing how
many people don't really understand what charter schools are and that they
are public schools. New and developing schools will find this video to be a
great introduction at community meetings and other outreach efforts.

Video: What is a Charter School?
Additionally, the following links will be useful for you to remain focused on
the facts in your community:
Charter School Facts
Charter School Infographics

Post Approval Schools
This section of the newsletter is intended for new charter schools
entering year one of operation, or new charter schools approved to
open in 2015.

Grant Tip!
CCSP Grant Tier 2 Application Round
For those who did not apply in Tier 1, CDE will be hosting a Tier 2
application cycle for the CCSP Grant. The Tier 2 application process will
kick off with the CCSP Grant Writers Boot Camp on Tuesday, January 6,
2015, from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM at the Colorado Talking Book Library, 180
Sheridan Blvd, Denver (this training is mandatory for all Tier 2 applicants).
Click here to register for this training  the cost is $20 per person payable at
the event.
The Request for Proposal for the 201415 CCSP Startup Grant is available
here. This grant program provides up to $215,000, renewable for two
additional years, to new or expanding charter schools. Below is a brief
summary of the eligibility rules:
A new charter school planning for a 201415 or 201516 start, that
submitted a charter application by October 15, 2014.
An existing, highperforming charter school that is expanding two or
more grade levels, or increasing their student population by 50%.
Calendar event deadlines of note:
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1119257429669&format=html&printFrame=true
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CCSP Grant Tier 2 Intent to Submit and Eligibility Forms 
Wednesday, January 14, 2015  11:00 AM.
CCSP Tier 2 StartUp Grant Application Due Date  Tuesday,
February 17, 2015  11:00 AM.
Note: For Tier 2, all eligible applicants must have a signed charter contract
in place by Tuesday, February 17, 2015. Schools that applied in fall 2014
are not eligible to reapply in Tier 2.

Resource of the Month
CharterSpecific Training on State Model Performance Management
System for Educator Effectiveness (Recorded Webinar)
A training by CDE's Educator Effectiveness team, in collaboration with the
Colorado League of Charter Schools, regarding the State Model Evaluation
System was recorded and is available online.
This training is designed to help charters understand the state system, its
flexibility and how it can be adapted for charter schools. This training
covers the evaluation process, components of the State Model Evaluation
Rubrics for teachers and principals, instructions on how to score the
rubrics, and how to make determinations for the measures of student
learning. It also covers Senate Bill 10191 (Educator Effectiveness bill) and
what it means to have a waiver from this statute. Click here to access the
recording of the training. CCSP Grant recipient schools that attended or
watch the recording of this training can submit for Administrator TA Credit.

Focus on Governance
Are you considering governance training this winter? The Colorado League
of Charter Schools offers customized, facilitated governance trainings and
board retreats. Facilitated board trainings cost $700 for a half day and
$1,100 for a full day and take place onsite in your community or other
choice of location. The trainings are customized to meet your school's
specific needs. For more information, contact Joni Malli at
jmalli@coloradoleague.org or 3039895356, ext. 115.
Also, if you missed it in November, the 11/14 Board Continuing
Development training on Performance Management, SACs & UIPs and
Principal Evaluation is available as a webinar recording. Kelly Rosensweet
from CDE's Schools of Choice Office provided an update on changes to
the Charter Waiver Request process, and Nora Flood from the Colorado
League of Charter Schools presented on Performance Management by
charter boards, School Accountability Committee requirements and best
practice, Unified Improvement Planning and involvement from the
board/SAC, and Principal Evaluation. Click here to access the recording.
CCSP Grant recipient schools that watch the recording of this training can
submit for Administrator or Board TA Credit, depending on who watches the
recording.

Upcoming Events
Tech Talk Quarterly
Hosted by the Colorado League of Charter Schools
Date: Wednesday, December 3
Time: 9:00 AM  4:00 PM
Audience: IT Managers, Business Managers, Administrators
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools' Training Center, 4201 E.
Yale Avenue, Denver
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1119257429669&format=html&printFrame=true
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Directions to Training Center
Cost: $25 per person for schools that are members of the Colorado League
of Charter Schools | $75 per person for nonmembers.
Description: These meetings enable charter school technology personnel
to regularly network and share best practices with one another. The
Colorado League of Charter Schools hosts, facilitates and coordinates
these quarterly meetings in an effort to learn about, and then provide, the
resources and tools needed by schools to: 1) Develop effective technology
plans for their organizations; 2) Develop efficient and costeffective
methods of implementation; and 3) Maximize the performance of their
technology in growing student achievement levels. Click here to view the
meeting agenda.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: December 1.
For more information, contact Tiffany Kallevik at
tkallevik@coloradoleague.org.

Lunch and Learn: Innovative Technology and Stateof
theArt Research Facilitating Local Implementation of
Colorado Academic Standards
Hosted by the Colorado League of Charter Schools and ATI/Galileo
Date: Friday, December 5
Time: 11:30 AM  1:30 PM
Location: Colorado League of Charter Schools Training Center, 4201 E.
Yale Avenue, Denver
Directions to the Training Center
Cost: League Members: Free | NonMembers: $30 per person. Lunch will
be provided.
Audience: Charter School Principals
Description: The seminar will focus on the use of innovative technology
and stateoftheart research to facilitate effective local charter school
implementation of Colorado Academic Standards (CAS). An overview of
issues and solutions related to assessment, instruction, and the use of data
to support student learning during this transition period and beyond will be
presented. Sharing an upclose look at Galileo® technology and research
initiatives designed to support implementation of the CAS will also be
covered during the presentation.
Those who attend will experience increased: Awareness of technological
innovations available to assist in facilitating the full integration of CAS
aligned assessment, reporting, and instruction.
Knowledge of ways to enhance instructional efficiency and
instructional effectiveness while transitioning toward full
implementation of the CAS.
Comprehension of how CAS aligned differentiated instruction can be
implemented from three different approaches designed to facilitate
the mastery of specific standards.
Recognition of effective ways to introduce new Technology
Enhanced (TE) item types within the context of instruction and
assessment.
Understanding of ways in which technology can help facilitate new
approaches to curriculum development and instructional practices in
alignment to the CAS.
Knowledge of researchtopractice initiatives needed to support
effective implementation of the CAS.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: December 3.
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Business Managers Network Meeting
Hosted by CDE Schools of Choice Unit
Date: Friday, January 9
Time: 9:00 AM  3:00 PM
Location: Adams 12 Conference Center 1500 E. 128th Avenue, Thornton
Cost: $20 per person. Lunch will be provided.
Description: These meetings are hosted jointly by the SOC Unit and the
Colorado League of Charter Schools and occur bimonthly on Fridays during
the school year. Each meeting includes the Business Manager 101 course
for those with less than three years' experience, networking and
troubleshooting for more experienced managers, and Responsive and
Technical Expert presentations on key issues of relevance to all business
managers.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: January 7 at 8:00 AM.

Administrator Mentoring Cohort (AMC)
Hosted by CDE Schools of Choice Unit
Date: Tuesday, January 13
Time: 8:00 AM  4:30 PM
Location: Compass Golden Montessori 4441 Salvia Street, Golden
Cost: $20 per person. Lunch will be provided.
Description: A mentoring program that meets five times a year, geared
toward new administrators or experienced administrators that are new to
the charter school environment (though administrators outside these
categories are welcome). Administrators will work as a cohort team, work
oneonone with a mentor, and participate in site observations as they build
leadership capacity among new charter school administrators.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: January 11 at 8:00 AM.

Regional Luncheon
Hosted by CDE Schools of Choice Unit
Date: Wednesday, January 21
Time: 11:30 AM  1:00 PM (optional tour 1:15 PM  1:45 PM)
Location: TBD (Denver, CO)
Tour: Downtown Denver Expeditionary School, 1860 Lincoln Street,
Denver
Cost/Meals: Participants will purchase their own lunch, $1012 per person
Description: Six luncheons will be offered throughout the 20142015 school
year. Charter schools will host the luncheon at a restaurant near their
school, followed by an optional tour of the school. These luncheons are an
opportunity for school leaders, administrators, employees, and board
members to network and broaden their knowledge, skills and resources.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: January 19 at 8:00 AM.

Board Continuing Development Webinar
Hosted by CDE Schools of Choice Unit
Date: Friday, January 23
Time: 2:00 PM  5:00 PM
Location: Online/Webinar
Description: A training provided four times a year (two hosted in the
Denver Metro area and two via webinar) to support board members'
knowledge of best practice and evolving policy changes.
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: January 21 at 8:00 AM.

CCSP Grant Budget Workshop
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1119257429669&format=html&printFrame=true
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Hosted by Colorado Department of Education
Date: Thursday, January 29
Time: 2:00 PM  5:00 PM
Location: Colorado Department of Education, State Board of Education
Room, 201 E Colfax Avenue, Denver
Registration: Click here to register. Deadline: 8:00 AM on Tuesday,
January 27.

Information from CDE Schools of Choice Office
Each month, this section will provide updates and resources from the
Colorado Department of Education (CDE)'s Schools of Choice Office.
CDE's Schools of Choice Office provides a variety of Technical Assistance
events for developing, new, and continuing charter schools. You can learn
more about these offerings, see their schedule of events, and register for
their trainings at http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdechart/chartecalendar.
CDE's Schools of Choice Office puts out a twicemonthly "SOC Update"
email and other important announcements through its Charter School
ListServ. To sign up visit: http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdechart/joinlistserv
The Colorado Department of Education administers the Colorado Charter
Schools Program grant, which provides federal funding in Startup and
Implementation phases over a 3year grant to new and significantly
expanding charter schools. Two application rounds (Tier I & Tier II) are
offered each year, with the RFP, information and documents for this Start
up Grant available online. See RFP for eligibility rules and application
instructions.
CDE Schools of Choice Events Page
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdechart/chartregstart.asp  This is the events
page for the Schools of Choice Unit at the Colorado Department of
Education (CDE). This site should also be checked frequently as there are
always important and relevant workshops and seminars for developing
schools offered by the CDE Schools of Choice Unit.

In Every Issue
The following links are included in each month's newsletter as they
are valuable resources to keep on your radar.
New School Development Resources
The "Start a School" section of the League's website offers a variety of
resources, sample model documents, upcoming events, information about
grants and much more. Visit www.coloradoleague.org and go to "Start a
School".
CDE Schools of Choice Events Page
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdechart/chartregstart.asp  This is the events
page for the Schools of Choice Unit at the Colorado Department of
Education (CDE). This site should also be checked frequently as there are
always important and relevant workshops and seminars for developing
schools offered by the CDE Schools of Choice Unit.
League Professional Development Trainings
If you are a new school opening this year, don't forget that the League
offers important trainings to support you as you move into your
implementation phase. Click here for more information. Click here for a
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1119257429669&format=html&printFrame=true
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calendar of upcoming trainings and events.
Forward email

This email was sent to srader@coloradoleague.org by lventimiglia@coloradoleague.org |
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Colorado League of Charter Schools | 2696 S. Colorado Blvd. | Suite 250 | Denver | CO | 80222

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1119257429669&format=html&printFrame=true

9/9

