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RECORD ATTENDANCE
AT CONFERENCE

iPAD WINNER
Tony Nawisielski – from Nauhria Precast Ltd – was the lucky
winner of the iPad and Smart keyboard up for grabs at the
recent conference.
Tony’s conference ‘passport’ went into the draw after being stamped by all
the trade exhibitors. The prize is valued at $1,600.

EXCITING TIMES,
SAYS NEW PRESIDENT
October’s concrete industry conference has set a new benchmark by
attracting 371 delegates. This eclipses the previous-best gathering (368
delegates) at the 50th anniversary conference at Wairakei in 2014.
Conference organisers have received excellent feedback about this year’s event,
particularly about the quality of the technical programme.
Next year’s conference (in October) is to be held in Hamilton, 11 - 13 October 2018.

SANDY CORMACK AWARD
This prestigious annual award has been won by Royce Liu and
Alessandro Palermo for their paper ‘Experimental testing of the
next generation of low damage rocking bridge piers’.
The $1,000 Award was established in 1998 in the memory of HW (Sandy)
Cormack, and recognises topics relevant to the development of the concrete
industry in New Zealand. It is presented to the author/s of the best paper
at the Annual Technical Conference of the New Zealand Concrete Society.

The next few years are sure to be exciting following
the consolidation of several concrete associations into
Concrete New Zealand earlier this year, says James
Mackechnie, the Society’s newly-elected president.
“The move increases the level of cooperation between associations
and will increase the profile and opportunities to promote good
design and construction practice. The release of the latest revision of NZS 3101 this year
will also be significant and several seminars to support it are being planned.
“Our Society will continue to grow relationships with international bodies such as fib,
Rilem, Concrete Institute of Australia and American Concrete Institute, and we look
forward to building contacts at the fib Congress in Melbourne next year.”
The concrete industry, he adds, is showing major growth in many parts of the
country, particularly Auckland, and we are expecting another successful conference
in Hamilton in October 2018.
The new Council is:
President

James Mackechnie – Allied Concrete

Vice-President

Nicholas Brooke – Compusoft Engineering

Immediate Past-President

Jeff Matthews – Holmes Consulting

Business Members

Moustafa Al-Ani – Opus International Consultants
Dene Cook – Firth/Humes Group

Two other papers were commended:
• R Henry, S Corney, D Dizhur and K Elwood – Damage to buildings
with precast concrete floors during the 2016 Kaikoura earthquake and
implications to design and seismic assessment
• R Rogers, N Ranjit, O Smith and S Khatiwada – The Textile Centre
Seismic Strengthening – Innovative Techniques to Minimise the
Impacts on a Historic Structure.

Stephen Broomfield – Ancon Building Products
Individual Members

Rick Henry – University of Auckland
Rhys Rogers – BBR Contech

Co-opted Members

Carl Ashby – Opus International Consultants

	Alessandro Palermo – University of Canterbury
(also NZ fib Head of Delegation)
Rob Gaimster – Concrete NZ
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CONCRETE AWARD WINNERS
Winners of the other five Awards were:
The Monte Craven Architectural Award –
University of Waikato Law & Management
Faculty
Judges declared this building to be a true
collaboration between all parties involved, and
commented on the meticulous attention to
detail, even while pushing the boundaries of concrete design and construction. The
building has also recently won a NZIA Architectural Award.
The Residential Award –
512 Point Chevalier Road
Located above Point Chevalier Beach and
looking west over Auckland’s inner harbour,
this home impressed the judges for its striking
craftsmanship. They agreed the structure has
been conceived and executed with passion and precision and showcased the very
best of concrete construction. This project also received a commendation for the
supreme Concrete Award.
The Landscape Award –
Marine Parade Development Skate Park

The Mackays to Peka Peka Expressway (M2PP) – an 18km, four-lane highway
along the Kāpiti Coast – secured a double at the New Zealand Concrete
Awards, held at Wellington’s Te Papa Conference Centre in October.
Opened in February this year, M2PP not only nabbed the Infrastructure Award
but also the evening’s highest honour – the supreme Concrete Award. Judges
unanimously declared the Expressway the overall winner of the 27 “top-drawer”
projects entered for this year’s event.
Projects are assessed in six award categories – Architecture, Infrastructure,
Residential, Landscaping, Technology and Commercial/Industrial. Numerous
delegates at the event commented on the sheer diversity of the entries – something
they felt clearly demonstrated the material’s remarkable versatility and suitability
for a wide range of applications.
Held every two years, the Awards recognise innovation in the development and
understanding of concrete and, in particular, celebrate its appropriate use in the
natural and social environment.
M2PP’s complex geometry, the site’s high seismicity and its highly compressible
and potentially liquefiable soils – as well as critical urban design demands – were
among the unique challenges the build-team faced, said the judging panel.
An Alliance comprising NZ Transport Agency, Beca Ltd, Fletcher Construction and
Higgins Group – supported by Goodmans Contractors and Boffa Miskell – built the
Expressway.

Judges felt this new skate park had transformed a
section of Napier’s Marine Parade, and that it was
a compelling addition to the community’s social
environment. It also highlighted the versatility of
concrete – used here as a device to affect societal change. An unusual and refreshing
outcome.
The Technology Award –
Holcim Cement Import Terminals
These terminals have introduced a new
construction technology to New Zealand. Judges
were impressed by the innovative, cost-effective
dome bulk storage facilities – built using an
inflated airform. The quality of workmanship and use of sprayed concrete were
particularly noteworthy.
The Commercial/Industrial Award –
University of Canterbury Structural
Engineering Laboratory
A world-class facility, the laboratory has enabled
researchers to realistically test the impact of
seismic loading on structures in real time, and
placed the University at the international forefront of earthquake engineering
research. Judges said the structure would continue the University’s long tradition of
excellence in reinforced concrete design.
This year’s judging panel comprised: Tony van Raat (NZIA), Rob Gaimster (CCANZ),
Geoffrey Farquhar (IPENZ) and Jeff Matthews (NZCS). Jason Ingham (Department of Civil
and Environmental Engineering, University of Auckland) was the Convenor of Judges.
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ACKNOWLEDGING
EX-PRESIDENTS
Three former Society presidents have received honorary memberships for
their outstanding contributions over the years. They are Alex Gray, Andrew
Dallas and Dene Cook.
Alex was on the NZCS council from 1995 to 2013, and president
from 1999 to 2000. During his tenure he was instrumental in
getting several concrete awards established. He has been avidly
involved in Concrete Conferences and has been chairman of the
awards panel for several years. He currently works at Impact
Project Management where he is involved in the Wellington
Airport terminal building upgrade.
Andrew was on the NZCS council from 1999 to 2008, and
president from 2003 to 2004. He is still active, delivering seminars
for the society. He was instrumental in improving concrete
technology and construction practice, which eventually lead
to the creation of Conslab as a specialist concrete contracting
business. He is involved in improving industrial concrete floors in
New Zealand both as the technical director of Conslab, and as a guest lecturer at
University of Auckland.
Dene has been on the NZCS council since 2007, and was president
from 2009 to 2010. He is highly-respected for his technical
knowledge and advice across the concrete industry and structural
engineering profession. During his tenure at CCANZ Dene was
involved in both design and construction issues affecting the
concrete industry. He took over from Prof. Bob Park as the
chairman on the NZS 3101 committee. He was also involved in numerous other
standards committees, and was chairman of the Canterbury Structures Group for
many years. He is currently technical manager at Humes/Firth.

DOWNLOAD THE
PRIESTLEY BOOK
The Istituto Universitario di Studi Superiori (IUSS) in Pavia, Italy
has prepared a book honouring and commemorating Nigel
Priestley. It’s just been printed and is described as a fascinating
collection of technical and non-technical memories.
A hard copy costs €9, but an electronic
version of the book can be downloaded
from:
http://www.eucentre.it/michael-johnnigel-priestley/?lang=en
To purchase a hard copy, visit:
http://www.iusspress.it/pc/viewPrd.
asp?idcategory=24&idproduct=55

NZS 3101 SEMINARS
If you haven’t already reserved a spot at one of the NZS 3101 seminars
scheduled for November, be sure to do so ASAP – places are limited.
The recently-released Amendment 3 (A3) to NZS 3101:2006 continues
to advance the design and detailing of reinforced concrete structures,
particularly that required for satisfactory performance during earthquakes.
The seminars are presented by Rick Henry – a senior lecturer in the Department
of Civil and Environmental Engineering at the University of Auckland and Alistair
Russell – a senior project engineer with Wellington’s Holmes Consulting.
NZCS members pay $340 (GST exclusive) per person, while non NZCS
members $440 (GST exclusive) per person.
VENUES
Dunedin

Monday 30 October 2017
Dunedin Centre, 1 Harrop Street, City Centre

Christchurch

Wednesday 1 November 2017
Chateau on the Park – a DoubleTree by Hilton
189 Deans Ave, Riccarton

Wellington

Monday 6 November 2017
James Cook Hotel Grand Chancellor
147 The Terrace

Hamilton

Tuesday 7 November 2017
Distinction Hamilton Hotel
100 Garnett Ave, Te Rapa

Napier

Thursday 9 November 2017
Napier Conference Centre
48 Marine Parade

Auckland

Tuesday 14 November 2017
Ellerslie Event Centre
80-100 Ascot Avenue (Ellerslie Racecourse), Greenlane

North Harbour Wednesday 15 November 2017
QBE Stadium, Stadium Drive
Albany

WE ARE A LEARNED SOCIETY

As you many have noticed, the NZCS has been rebranded and is now
known as Concrete NZ – Learned Society.
The change reflects the recent integration of the five industry sectors, combining
into a single, united industry organisation that will be more effective in lobbying
Government and motivating for a bigger share of research dollars. All sector groups
involved in the merger agree that the new name emphasises a mutual, fundamental
philosophy:

‘The Society’s objective is to encourage a greater knowledge and understanding of all
aspects of structural and architectural concrete and to support its development and
use where appropriate’.
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