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CONFERENCE 2018

Progress Through Collaboration is the theme for this year’s Concrete
conference, and it returns to Hamilton’s Claudelands Centre (Thursday 11
October to Saturday 13 October).
The conference was last held at Claudelands in 2012, when the venue first opened. It
is a superb facility with expansive areas for trade and sponsor exhibits – ideal for live
demonstrations of heavy equipment.
In addition to presentations focused on the conference theme, there will also be
the traditional papers on research, design trends, marketing opportunities, recent
developments, construction, materials, methodologies and new issues for cement
and concrete.

KEYNOTE
SPEAKERS
Professor Campbell Middleton is the Laing
O’Rourke Professor of Construction Engineering
at Cambridge University. He also spent nearly a
decade in professional practice in infrastructure
construction and design in Australia and with
Arup in London.

Accommodation has been arranged at the nearby Novotel and IBIS hotels.
Organisers have secured two exceptional keynote speakers – Professors Campbell
Middleton and Michael Thomas. Both are internationally-renowned experts in their
fields – one in materials and the other in structures. Both are keynote speakers at the
fib Congress being held in Australia just before our conference.

Call for Papers
As always, the formal launch of the conference coincides with a Call for Papers – and
the deadline is 3 April. A template is available on request.
Authors should submit the following to the Conference Secretary:
• a one-page synopsis of their proposed paper

He has been Chairman of the UK Bridge Owners Forum since 2000 and
acts as a consultant specialising in bridge engineering, strategic policy
developments in infrastructure and smart technologies. He has served
on several advisory panels for Infrastructure UK, part of the UK Treasury,
and the UK Highways Agency as well as advising the National Transport
Commission in Australia.

• a short paragraph detailing career history and a written commitment to
personally attend and present the paper at the conference, if the paper is
accepted.
Selected authors will need to submit a six to ten-page paper – and all papers will
be published in the conference proceedings. The conference is jointly organised by
Concrete NZ, Concrete NZ – Masonry, Concrete NZ – Learned Society, Concrete NZ –
Readymix and Concrete NZ – Precast.
For more information visit the conference website:
http://www.theconcreteconference.co.nz
call: 09 536 5410 or email: learnedsociety@concretenz.org.nz

Professor Michael Thomas is chair of the
Department of Civil Engineering at Canada’s
University of New Brunswick (UNB). He has
worked in the field of cement and concrete
research since 1983.
Prior to joining UNB in 2002 he had been on
faculty at the University of Toronto since 1994 and previously worked
as concrete materials engineer with Ontario Hydro in Canada and as a
research fellow with the Building Research Establishment in the UK.
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DISPLACEMENT-BASED
SEISMIC DESIGN
ASSESSMENT SEMINAR
A final reminder that this seminar is being held at three venues around the
country in March – if you haven’t already reserved your spot you should do
so sooner rather than later. Places are filling fast.
The seminars are presented by Tim Sullivan – an Associate Professor at the University
of Canterbury – and Didier Pettinga, a Senior Project Engineer at Holmes Consulting,
Christchurch.
They point out that due to recent seismic events and changes in legislation, it is now
more important than ever that engineers are skilled in the seismic assessment of
existing buildings. There are a range of analysis approaches that could be considered
for seismic assessment, but the displacement-based seismic assessment (DBA) method
will give engineers a better understanding of the likely response of a building.
CNZLS members pay $434.78 (ex GST) per person, while non-CNZLS members pay
$521.74 (ex GST) per person.

Venues

EXPLORE THE HERITAGE
94

not out

Anyone curious about the evolution of New
Zealand civil engineering will be interested
in a recently-published book written by one of
the Society’s founding fathers – Bob Norman.

A spritely nonagenarian, Bob is a past president of
the Society and is, in fact, its oldest living president.
His book – 94 Not Out - Tales of an Engineer – is a
collection of anecdotes and poetry and reflects a lifetime of reminiscences
in engineering, public service and village life. It’s a colourful, fun and often
irreverent read.
Tales of an Engineer
Bob Norman

“I came back from the war to a country which for six years had been
deprived of the skills of 140,000 Kiwis on active service. We had neglected
farmlands, gravel roads with broken-down bridges, overcrowded schools
and hospitals – a heap of work and opportunities – and a political will and
finance to get stuck in and fix it all.”
Copies of the 124-page book can be bought directly from Bob for $30
(including postage and GST). Email him at bob.norman314@gmail.com

Christchurch Monday 5 March – Chateau on the Park, 189 Deans Ave, Riccarton
Wellington Friday 9 March – James Cook Hotel Grand Chancellor, 147 The Terrace
Auckland Monday 12 March – Ellerslie Event Centre, 80-100 Ascot Avenue, Greenlane

2018 SEMINAR
PROGRAMME
The full programme of seminars scheduled for this year is still
under development and will be communicated to members as
soon as it is finalised.
But good progress has been made with the Red Book Shear Walls Seminar,
scheduled for April/May. The proposed format is four half-day seminars, to be
held in the three main centres, Christchurch, Wellington and two in Auckland
(Ellerslie/North Harbour).
We are also working with fib to bring out four international experts for a
workshop series on Fibre-reinforced plastic (FRP), tentatively scheduled for
July. It too will be held in the three main centres.

RIP HANS HUIZING
Often described as a key player in facilitating communication within
New Zealand’s engineering sector, Hans Huizing (Johannes Barteld Seye
Huizing) passed away peacefully on 2nd December last year, aged 93.

HELP WITH TRAVEL
Newer members may be unaware that the Society operates a
travel bursary to promote New Zealand concrete engineering
projects on the local and global stages.
The bursary is to be used to assist recipients cover the costs for attending
a conference to present their work. It is limited to a maximum value of
NZ$5,000.
Bursary applicants should submit:
• a copy of the abstract being submitted to the conference
• a brief description of the conference
• a one-page resume

In an address at the 2014 Society conference, former president Gavin Cormack said
this of Hans:

• one character reference

“The Ministry of Works played the dominant role in standard setting, education, design
and construction (in civil engineering). It did not always welcome the intrusions of
outsiders seeking to install a new technology.

• proof of confirmed visas for conference destinations.

“The Society played a major role in improving communication. The key player in this was a
senior member of MOW – Hans Huizing – who was not only an active participant in each
conference, he also formed technical committees that promoted further communication
between the Ministry, the universities and consultants and contractors.”

• a breakdown of what the conference travel bursary will be used for
Send applications to: The Secretary, Concrete NZ - Learned Society,
PO Box 12, Beachlands, Auckland 2147
or email: learnedsociety@concretenz.org.nz
Applications close on the last working day of this month.
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