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2026 EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION AWARD 
This award was established in 1998 and is presented annually to a 
cytotechnologist or physician member of the ASC. The Award is in 
recognition of meritorious service or accomplishments in the field of 
cytopathology education to include the education of cytotechnologists, 
pathology residents, and/or cytopathology fellows. 
 

Güliz Barkan, MD 
Dr. Güliz Barkan, is Professor of Pathology and Urology and Vice 
Chair of Education in the Department of Pathology at Loyola 
University Medical Center, where she also serves as Director of the 
Cytopathology Fellowship Program. She earned her medical degree 
from Marmara University in Istanbul, Turkey, and is internationally 
recognized for her leadership in cytopathology education, research, 
and mentorship. Dr. Barkan has mentored more than 30 
cytopathology fellows, authored over 115 peer-reviewed 
publications, and helped develop both The Paris System for 
Reporting Urinary Cytology and The Milan System for Reporting 

Salivary Gland Cytopathology. During the COVID-19 pandemic, she launched free global 
educational programs through the ASC’s YouTube channel, ensuring uninterrupted 
access to high-quality cytopathology education for learners worldwide. A past president 
of the American Society of Cytopathology, she is widely respected for advancing 
pathology education and fostering the next generation of leaders in the field.  
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Prior recipients of the Excellence in Education Award 
 
2025 Paul VanderLaan, MD, PhD 
2024 William Faquin, MD, PhD 
2023 Zubair Baloch, MD, PhD 
2022 Amber D. Donnelly, PhD, MPH, SCT(ASCP) 
2021 Stefan E. Pambuccian,  MD (posthumous) 
2020 Karen Atkison, MPA, CT(ASCP)CMIAC 
2019 Eva M. Wojcik, MD 
2018 Claire W. Michael, MD 
2017 Brian T. Collins, MD (posthumous) 
2016 Kristen A. Atkins, MD 
2015 Syed Z. Ali, MD 
2014 Marilee M. Means, PhD, SCT(ASCP) 
2013 Mary R. Schwartz, MD 
2012   Ibrahim Ramzy. MD 
2011   Prabodh Gupta, MD, FIAC 
2010   Dina R. Mody, MD 
2009   Kalyani Naik, MS, SCT(ASCP) 
2008   Edmund S. Cibas, MD 
2007   Jill L. Caudill, MEd, SCT(ASCP) 
2006   Richard Mac DeMay, MD 
2005   Zelma Cason, MS, SCT(ASCP) 
2004   Gary Gill, CT(ASCP) 
2003   H. Daniel Schantz, MBA, CT(ASCP) 
2002   John Shalkham, MS, SCT(ASCP) 
2001   Denis A. Coble, EdD, CT(ASCP) 
2000   Nancy J. Smith, MS, SCT(ASCP) 
1999   Barbara D. Benstein, MS, SCT(ASCP) 
1998   Carole A. Williams, CT(ASCP) 
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