2019

DCA ANNUAL
CONVENTION

MARCH 4 - 9 GRAND HYATT BAHA MAR NASSAU, BAHAMAS
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Each year, the DCA Annual Convention brings together several hundred contractor and associate members in a relaxed, yet business-oriented environment. The
convention is not only the major governance meeting of the year, it includes the full spectrum of committee meetings to plan the future direction of DCA and discuss
new programs. It is also the time to announce DCA scholarship recipients, present safety awards, and recognize members of DCA for their longtime support and service
to the association. Members will hear from leaders of industry and speakers who inspire us in many ways.
The DCA 2019 Annual Convention will be March 4-9 at the Grand Hyatt Baha Mar, located on Cable Beach in Nassau, the capital of the Bahamas.
The hotel offers a piece of paradise in the Bahamas. This luxury resort includes the Baha Mar Casino and the first flagship ESPA spa in the Caribbean.
Nassau is a bustling metropolitan hub full of culture and modern amenities. The city is known for its white sandy beaches, offshore coral reefs, and pastel-colored British
colonial buildings, such as the pink-hued Government House. When the day’s work is done, there will be many opportunities to explore the beauty and fun of the island
and spend quality time with one another in a relaxed atmosphere during the evening events.

Registration & Housing
Registration Information
Register and arrange housing on the DCA website at: www.dcaweb.org
Registration Fee: $2300 (single or couple)

After February 6, 2019: $2700

Hotel Accommodations Rates
Single/Double: $264
West Tower 1-bedroom Fountain View Suite: $514.00
Guest room rates are quoted exclusive of any applicable taxes/levies, which are currently: 4% CBRA levy, 6% NPIPB levy, 7.5% VAT.
In addition, rates do not include applicable service fees and/or hotel-specific fees in effect at the time of the event. A $20.63 per day service
fee for porterage, housekeeping, and pool attendants will apply. All taxes, levies, and fees are subject to change without notice.

Booking Hotel Accommodations
To make reservations online, please visit: www.bit.ly/DCA2019
Or Phone: (800) 233-1234
Advise reservations you will be attending the DCA Convention, booking code G-DCAE (all caps).
A deposit equal to two nights’ stay for each of the confirmed rooms will be due at the time of the reservation. All deposits for individual
room reservations are fully refundable if the reservation is canceled seven (7) days or more prior to arrival.

Passports
All U.S. citizens – including minors – are required to present a valid passport or passport card for travel into the Bahamas.
For the latest entry requirements, visit www.travel.state.gov. All Canadian citizens need a valid passport to enter the
Bahamas as well, and information can be obtained at www.bahamas.com/entry-requirements.
Reservation cut-off date: February 6, 2019. Reservations after this date will be made on a space available basis.
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Convention
Speakers

Opening Keynote Breakfast
Wednesday, March 6
8:00 am – 10:15 am
Derreck Kayongo
Entrepreneur and Human Rights Innovator
Entrepreneur and human rights innovator Derreck Kayongo was born in Uganda. After a military
coup took over the government, brutality and violence spread throughout the country. Kayongo
and his family became refugees and eventually immigrated to America, where he went on to
attend university.
Kayongo is the founder of the Global Soap Project, which recycles used hotel soap and
redistributes it to impoverished populations around the world. In creating this global
humanitarian initiative, he demonstrates that a simple, yet novel idea has the power to
transform the lives of millions.
Kayongo inspires and empowers with his courageous story of survival, social entrepreneurship,
and humanitarianism. He will share his vision for harnessing the power of observation to
identify issues and solve challenges in any community or organization.
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Group Breakfast
Thursday, March 7
8:00 am – 9:45 am
Dr. Craig Challen and Dr. Richard Harris
The Miraculous Rescue of 12 Boys
Trapped In a Thai Cave
Dr. Craig Challen and Dr. Richard Harris played
a pivotal role in the daring July 2018 rescue
of the 12 boys and their coach trapped in
Thailand’s Tham Luang cave.
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Dr. Challen, a retired veterinary surgeon, is
one of Australia’s leading technical divers. Dr.
Harris works in anesthesia and aeromedical
retrieval medicine in Adelaide, South Australia.
Both are members of the Wet Mules, a diving
group that takes on some of the world’s
deepest caves. The doctors have also trained
for many years as rescue divers.
Even with their years of diving and training,
the doctors said the rescue was almost beyond their imaginations. They will share their
incredible story—one fraught with danger and
uncertainty. At the conclusion of the successful mission, the doctors were humbled that
the boys placed their trust in two Aussies to
get each of them out safely.

Closing Keynote Breakfast
Friday, March 8
8:00 am – 10:00 am
Carey Lohrenz
First Female F-14 Tomcat Pilot

Few of us will ever know what it takes to win in one of the highest
pressure, extreme environments imaginable – in the cockpit at Mach
2. Carey Lohrenz does. As the first female F-14 Tomcat pilot, she is
a pioneer in military aviation. Having flown missions worldwide as a
United States Navy combat pilot, Lohrenz is used to working in fast
moving, dynamic environments where inconsistent execution can
generate catastrophic results.
Carey is uniquely qualified in the fundamentals of winning under
pressure, reducing errors, and overcoming obstacles. Her experience
in the all-male environment of fighter aviation and her ability to pass
on the lessons learned in her career allow her to deliver insight and
guidance from a credible perspective to both men and women.
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Evening
Evening
Events
Events

Tuesday, March 5
Junkanoo Carnival Opening Reception & Dinner
7:00 pm
Grand Hyatt Baha Mar
Junkanoo, a uniquely Bahamian festival, is a kaleidoscope of colors and
sound that is deeply rooted in the Bahamian culture. The true origin of
Junkanoo is unknown, but its roots can be traced back to West Africa. The
most popular legend states that the name originated from John Canoe, an
African tribal chief, who demanded the right to celebrate with his people
even after being brought to the West Indies in slavery.
You will experience the rhythmic sounds of cowbells, goatskin drums, and
whistles accompanied by an array of brass instruments, creating a sweet
musical beat that will move you while brilliantly colored costumes delight
your eyes.
Attire: Resort Casual
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Wednesday, March 6
Pre-Auction Buffet and Auction
6:00 pm
Grand Hyatt Baha Mar
The evening will start with a pre-auction dinner buffet, allowing time to
view silent and live auction items on display.
When the live auction begins, be prepared to hold your paddle high
and often before the gavel goes down on your favorite item. It is a
fun and fast-paced event which includes online bidding for the silent
auction items.
Funds raised will go to scholarships, workforce development, and
other DCA activities.
Attire: Resort Casual

Friday, March 8
Mamma Mia Oh What a Night!
President’s Reception & Dinner
7:00 pm
Grand Hyatt Baha Mar
Dance down memory lane with sights and sounds from the late 70s
to the early 80s. It was the era of shoulder pads, feathered hair, stonewashed jeans, and oversized jackets. We knew all of the words to hit
songs from the Eagles, Stevie Nicks, Fleetwood Mac, the Bee Gees, and,
of course, ABBA!
This evening will bring back those bygone years, so bring your favorite
look of the 80s to the party!
Attire: 70s/80s Attire
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DCA Golf
Tournament
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Thursday, March 7
12:30 pm

Royal Blue Golf Club at Baha Mar features the only Jack Nicklaus-designed golf course in the Bahamas.
The 18-hole, 72-par signature course suitable for both recreational and championship play. It spans 7,189
yards, and its beauty, difficulty, and challenges make the course enjoyable for golfers of all levels.
DCA tournament play will take place on the afternoon of Thursday, March 7, beginning at 12:30 pm.
Price includes: tournament play, shared cart, forecaddie, lunch, snacks, and beverages on the course.
Inclusive Price: $315

Club Rental: $75
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Evening
Off-Site
Activities
Events

Catamaran Snorkel Sail
Wednesday, March 6
Friday, March 8
A trip to the Bahamas isn’t complete without experiencing the
thrill of snorkeling. The peaceful and serene waters of Nassau are
home to some of the greatest snorkeling sites in the world. The
clear turquoise waters are filled to the brim with many species of
fish and a beautiful reef. The brightly colored corals will delight
your eyes as scores of reef fish brush by the soles of your feet.
Wednesday times: 1:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Friday times: 12:15 pm – 4:15 pm
Transfer time to pier: 20 minutes
Price per person: $215. Includes snorkeling equipment
Attire: Swimsuit, sunscreen and water shoes
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Jet Boat Across the Azure Blue Waters
Wednesday, March 6
Thursday, March 7
Put on your life vest and hop on board the jet boat for an
adrenaline-pumping water ride complete with thrilling 360degree spins, high-speed runs, and sudden twists and turns. Zip
around Nassau Harbor and enjoy a scenic ride along the coast. In
between boat tricks and turns, your captain will point out historic
landmarks and share fun facts about the Bahamas’ history and
culture. One of the most exciting ways to view the island!
Wednesday and Thursday times: 1:30 pm – 4:00 pm
Transfer time to pier: 20 minutes
Price per person: $155
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Attire: Comfortable clothes and shoes you do not mind getting
wet. It is 100% guaranteed you will get wet.

Spirit of Nassau Walking Tour
Wednesday, March 6
Friday, March 8
From legendary forts and monuments of political vestiges to
charming colonial architecture, downtown’s landmarks are rich
in historical and social value. Along the walking tour you will visit
and explore many of the island’s most well-known landmarks.
Fort Charlotte, built in 1789, provides some great views of Nassau. It has a moat, dungeons, and underground tunnels. Walk
down the Queen’s Staircase, a 102-foot, 66-step staircase carved
out of the limestone wall by more 600 slaves, which took over 16
years to build.
Also enjoy memorable and truly Bahamian foods and spirits
along the way at places such as Fish Fry for conch demo and
John Waitling’s Rum Distillery.
Wednesday times: 1:45 pm – 5:00 pm
Friday departure time: 12:30 pm – 3:45 pm
Price per person: $110
Attire: Comfortable clothing, walking shoes, sunscreen and hat
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Dolphin Encounters
Wednesday, March 6
Thursday, March 7
Friday, March 8
These marine mammals are as majestic and intelligent as they are playful, and the
Blue Lagoon is as close as it gets to a dolphin’s natural habitat. The dolphin program
begins with a fun orientation, briefly covering the natural history of dolphins and
animal training techniques. Once in your lifejacket, experience the joy of a dolphin
kiss and fall in love with their gentleness as you hug a dolphin. Dance and sing with
the stars of the lagoon, then marvel at the dolphin’s strength as you are propelled
across the lagoon in the finale behavior—the foot push!
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday times: 12:15 pm – 5:45 pm
Transfer time to pier: 20 minutes, and 30 minutes to Blue Lagoon via ferry
Price per person: $215
Attire: Swimming attire and water shoes suggested.

Discover Graycliffs
Thursday, March 7
With nearly 300 years’ worth of history, the beautiful Graycliff
Hotel is steeped in glamour, romance, and thrilling tales.
Originally built by pirates, the hotel has hosted celebrities and
VIPs from around the globe.
The visit begins with the Graycliff chocolate factory. Learn the
techniques for dipping, glazing, and using molds to craft bars,
bits, bonbons, truffles, and barks. Become an artist and create
unique chocolate masterpieces.
Take a short walk over the cobblestone to the Graycliff cigar
factory. Observe the skilled torcedores (highly skilled and
specifically trained cigar rollers) at work and try your hand at
rolling a cigar.
Then walk through the old prison beneath the hotel, which is now
the third largest wine cellar in the world. The prison bars remain
in place today, securing a vast wine collection of more than
250,000 bottles of wine – a connoisseur’s dream. The inventory
ranges from today’s most popular vintages to some of the rarest,
including an 1865 Château Lafite, along with the oldest and one
of the most expensive bottles in the world – a 1727 Rudesheimer
Apostelwein from Bremen Ratskeller.
Thursday times: 12:30 pm – 5:00 pm
Transfer time: 20 minutes
Price per person: $195
Attire: Comfortable clothing, walking shoes
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Deep Sea Fishing
Friday, March 8
Within 15 minutes of leaving Nassau, you can be fishing the
renowned deep blue Bahamian seas. Experience the ultimate
thrill of Atlantic deep-water sports fishing aboard a professionally
captained and fully equipped sport fishing yacht. A tremendous
variety of game fish abound, including sailfish, barracuda,
snapper, grouper, and even the wily shark.
Friday times: 11:45 am – 5:45 pm
Transfer time to pier: 20 minutes
Price per person: $325
Attire: Fishing attire, hat, and sunscreen
20
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Preliminary Schedule Of Events
Monday, March 4
8:30 am - 9:00 am

Member
Executive Committee

Closed session of the Executive Committee

Closed
Closed

9:00 am - 10:30 am

Board of Directors

Closed session of the Board of Directors

9:30 am

Board & Leadership Council Spouse Activity

Activity for the Board of Director and Leadership Council spouses
(off property)

10:30 am - 11:15 am

Leadership Council joins Board

Closed session of the Board and Leadership Council

11:45 am - 2:00 pm

Board & Leadership Council Lunch

Private lunch for Board, Leadership Council and their spouses
(off property)

2:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Registration Party

Pick up registration materials. Light refreshments. Visit with friends and
colleagues

by
invitation

Spouse
or Guest

Attire
Resort Casual
Resort Casual

Board
Spouses

Closed

Resort Casual
Resort Casual

by
invitation

by
invitation

Resort Casual

✓

✓

Resort Casual

4:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Past Presidents’ Meeting

Closed meeting of DCA Past Presidents

Closed

6:30 pm - 9:00 pm

Past Presidents’ Reception & Dinner

Past Presidents and special guests gather for dinner

by
invitation

by
invitation

Resort Casual

3 Mile Walk/Run

Open to all . . . Run, walk, or just enjoy a morning stroll with friends

✓

✓

Evening Resort Casual

Tuesday, March 5
7:00 am - 8:30 am
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Athletic Attire

8:15 am - 9:15 am

Curtis Allen Scholarship Committee

The committee will meet to choose the scholarship recipients

Closed

Resort Casual

8:15 am - 9:15 am

LiUNA/DCA Trust Meeting

Closed meeting of the trustees

Closed

Resort Casual

9:30 am - 10:30 am

DCA-Dale R. Michels Scholarship Committee

The committee will meet to choose the scholarship recipients

Closed

Resort Casual

Closed

Resort Casual

9:30 am - 10:30 am

NDPIC & PF Trustees

Closed meeting of the trustees

10:45 am - 11:15 am

Membership Committee

Membership initiatives in current and future years

10:45 am - 11:45 am

Labor Roundtable

11:30 am - 12:45 pm

✓

✓

Resort Casual

Meeting open to members and representatives of the labor unions

by
invitation

by
invitation

Resort Casual

First Time Attendees Orientation Lunch

First time DCA Convention attendees are invited to lunch with the Board
of Directors & Leadership Council

by
invitation

by
invitation

Resort Casual

1:00 pm - 2:15 pm

Business Session

Current topics and issues facing both Contractor & Associate members
discussed

✓

✓

Resort Casual

2:15 pm - 3:15 pm

Government Relations Committee

Discussion regarding regulatory and legislative items pertaining to the
construction industry

✓

✓

Resort Casual

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm

Safety/Risk Management Committee

A focus on safety issues and annual awards including the Everham
Safety Director and Safety Person

✓

✓

Resort Casual

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Welcome Reception & Dinner

An evening celebrating the culture of the Bahamas

✓

✓

Resort Casual

DISTRIBUTION CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION
101 West Renner Road
Suite 460

Richardson, Texas 75082
Phone: (972) 680-0261

Email: events@dcaweb.org
www.dcaweb.org

Wednesday, March 6

Member

Spouse
or Guest

✓
✓

✓
✓

Attire
Resort Casual

8:00 am - 10:15 am

Opening Keynote Breakfast

Keynote Speaker: Derreck Kayongo

10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Town Hall & Workforce Development
Committee Meeting

State of the Association and an open dialogue with DCA leadership.
Also, an update on DCA Workforce Development efforts

12:15 pm - 1:00 pm

Contractor Member Meeting

DCA Contractors will vote on the 2019 slate of officers

Closed

Resort Casual

12:15 pm - 1:00 pm

Associate Member Meeting

DCA Associate Members will vote on Associate Member Director

Closed

Resort Casual

12:15 pm - 5:45 pm

Dolphin Encounter

Optional activity

1:30 pm - 5:30 pm

Catamaran Snorkel Sail

Optional activity

1:30 pm - 4:00 pm

Jet Boat Across the Azure Blue Water

Optional activity

1:45 pm - 5:00 pm

Spirit of Nassau Walking Tour

Optional activity

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Pre-Auction Buffet

Live and Silent Auction items on display while you enjoy a buffet dinner

7:30 pm - 10:00 pm

Annual Auction

The auction is a fun and fast paced evening. Funds raised go to
scholarships and other DCA activities

8:00 am - 9:45 am

Group Breakfast

10:00 am - 11:00 am

Resort Casual

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

See Brochure

Presenters: Dr. Craig Challen and Dr. Richard Harris
The Miraculous Rescue of 12 Boys Trapped In a Thai Cave

✓

✓

Resort Casual

HDD Committee Meeting

HDD issues and industry conference will be the focus

Dolphin Encounter

Optional activity

12:30 pm

DCA Golf Tournament

Royal Blue Golf Club at the Grand Hyatt Baha Mar

12:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Discover Graycliffs

Optional activity

1:30 pm - 4:00 pm

Jet Boat Across the Azure Blue Water

Optional activity

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Resort Casual

12:15 pm - 5:45 pm

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

8:00 am - 10:00 am

Closing Keynote Breakfast

Speaker: Carey Lohrenz

✓

✓

Resort Casual

10:15 am - 11:15 am

2019 Board of Directors Meeting

Newly elected 2019 DCA Board of Directors first meeting

11:45 am - 5:45 pm

Deep Sea Fishing

Optional activity

12:15 pm - 5:45 pm

Dolphin Encounter

Optional activity

12:15 pm - 4:15 pm

Catamaran Snorkel Sail

Optional activity

12:30 pm - 3:45 pm

Spirit of Nassau Walking Tour

Optional activity

7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

President’s Reception

Come celebrate the conclusion of the convention

8:00 pm - 11:00 pm

President’s Dinner

Mamma Mia Oh What a Night!
Remembering the late 70’s & early 80’s in with sights and sounds

Farewell Breakfast

An opportunity to say goodbye to friends and colleagues

See Brochure
See Brochure
See Brochure
Resort Casual
Resort Casual

Thursday, March 7

See Brochure
Proper Golf Attire
See Brochure
See Brochure

Friday, March 8

Closed

Resort Casual

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

See Brochure

✓

✓

Resort Casual

See Brochure
See Brochure
See Brochure
70’s/80’s attire
70’s/80’s attire

Saturday, March 9
8:00 am - 10:30 am

*Prior to registering for optional activities, please carefully refer to the open committee meeting schedule
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