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DCA NEWS

Great attendance for the 2016 DCA Fall Meeting

IN THIS ISSUE:
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Richardson, Texas - DCA Board Members and attendees convened at theWit Hotel in Chicago,
Illinois, October 24 – 26, 2016, to discuss issues facing the association and the industry.
In addition to the regularly scheduled Board of Directors meeting, working and nominating
committees convened and discussed current and future agenda items. Nominees were selected for the 2017 Board of Directors elections which will take place at the Annual Convention in
Maui, Hawaii.
Monday’s Government Relations Committee Meeting was a lively and informative session with Gold Shovel Standard Administrator Rick Gaylean. Various working committees
met Monday afternoon and members attended a networking reception and an exciting
Blackhawks hockey game on Monday evening.
The Town Hall was held on Tuesday and Rob Darden, Executive Vice President, reviewed the
treasurer’s report, staff operations and upcoming DCA events and activities. Committee reports
were received from the committee chairs.
The Business Session with Toby Mack, President & Chief Executive Officer of Energy Equipment
and Infrastructure Alliance Inc. (EEIA) followed the Town Hall.
A golf outing was held on Tuesday afternoon at Harborside Golf Course. For a list of the
Networking Reception sponsors and photos from the event, please see page 2.
For a summary of the committee meetings that were held during the Fall Meeting, please
see page 3 – 5. s
(continued on pg. 2)

Industry news...................... 6-7
Convention....................... 8-11
Member news................ 12-15
Safety news .........................16
Calendar...............................16

M Ctmа &
Hap New Ye

(continued from pg 1)

Committee News
Committees focus on industry challenges; ongoing
DCA priorities and initiatives during 2016 Fall Meeting

2016 DCA Networking Reception Sponsors
American Augers Inc.
Bridgewell Mats
Case Construction Equipment
Caterpillar Inc.
Cross Country Pipeline Supply Co. Inc.
Digital Control Incorporated
Ditch Witch
Express 4x4 Truck Rental
Fabick CAT
Groebner
HammerHead
Jet-Lube Inc
JANX
John Deere Construction & Forestry Division
Kirby-Smith Machinery Inc.
Komatsu America Corp.
LaValley Industries
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McElroy Manufacturing Inc.
McLaughlin Group Inc.
M-I SWACO
J.T. Miller LLC
National Trench Safety
Oildom Publishing Company
PipeLine Machinery International
Rabine Group
Rudd Equipment Company
T.T. Technologies Inc.
United Rentals Trench Safety
Vacmasters & Barone Inc.
Vac-Tron Equipment LLC
Vacuworx
Vermeer Corporation
Volvo Construction Equipment
West Side Tractor Sales Company

Board of Directors
The 2016 DCA Board of Directors met Wednesday, October
26th at theWit Hotel in Chicago, Illinois. Board members
approved the 2017 Board of Directors Ballot: President –
Dale Mykyte, Pe Ben USA Inc.; Vice President – Jay Osborn,
Primoris Services Corp.; Treasurer - Mike Hickey, The Hallen
Construction Co. Inc.; Immediate Past President - Dale
Anderson, Miller Pipeline; Past President Director – Kevin
Michels, Michels Corp.; Director Nominees (three to be
elected to a two-year term and one to be elected for a
one-year term) – Tom Clapper, TeKRock Trenching; Rob
DeRue, D.R.S. Enterprises Inc.; Steve Dockendorf, NPL;
Jim Lagios, Nomad Pipeline Services; Ben Nelson, Michels
Corp. and Kevin Parker, Mears Group; Directors (one
year remaining on a two-year term) – Greg Gapinski,
Snelson Companies and Ray Swerdfeger, K.R. Swerdfeger
Construction Inc.; Director at Large – Dan Carson, Carson
Corporation. Senior Associate Member Director – Jon
Heinen, Drilling Mud Direct; Junior Associate Member
Director Nominees (one to be elected for two-year term) Randy Hayes, Vacuworx; Paul Rogers, HammerHead and
Steve Shrigley, John Deere Construction & Forestry Division.
Elections for the ballots will take place on February 8, 2017,
in conjunction with the 56th DCA Annual Convention in
Maui, Hawaii. (A full write-up of the 2017 Board of Director
Nominees will be in the Jan/Feb 2017 DCANews.) It was

announced that the 2017-18 scholarship amounts for the
DCA-Dale R. Michels Scholarship and DCA-Curtis Allen
Scholarship total $120,000 based on the current allocation
formula. The Board of Directors also approved $3,000 for
the Upton Scholarship. Board members received updates
on the “Who Will Do the Work” leadership meeting and
the Gold Shovel Standard.
Government Relations Committee
The Government Relations Committee featured a
presentation by Rick Gaylean of Oropala Services and
administrator of the Gold Shovel Standard (GSS). GSS
is a certification and monitoring program intended to
“dramatically reduce damages to buried asset networks”
through increased cooperation among operators,
locators, and excavators. There are growing fears in
the contracting community that GSS will only subject
excavation contractors to a new layer of training,
reporting, and information-sharing requirements. Gaylean
presented the history, goals and parameters of GSS to
the committee and DCA members. GSS was developed
by gas distribution pipeline operators on the West Coast
and has been embraced by many others across the
country. GSS is now a standalone entity that is pushing
the program in other underground facility markets such
as telecommunications, electric, and water/sewer.

(continued on pg. 4)
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While many important questions remain unanswered,
GSS is collecting data and will establish scores and
rank contractors accordingly. Following Gaylean’s
presentation, DCA relayed the several concerns about
the program as currently written. A DCA task force has
been established to develop an evaluation of the GSS to
point out these issues and recommended improvements
to implement in the GSS program. The committee received
a brief update on the DCA Cross Bore Initiative, including
the NARUC Resolution and PHMSA study on Damage
Prevention technologies and practices, that are still in the
works and progress on the effort continues. The charge
of the Government Relations committee is to target
specific regulatory and legislative items and report their
findings through the following publications: DCA Insights,
DCA News and the DCA web site. The chairmen of
the committee are Steve Dockendorf of NPL and Dave
Wisniewski of Vermeer Corporation.
Safety/Risk Management Committee
The Safety/Risk Management Committee met on Monday,
October 24 at theWit Hotel in Chicago. The committee
reviewed the new Arthur T. Everham Safety Award
parameters, increasing the number of category awards
to four. All contractors were encouraged to submit their
completed questionnaires no later than the January 5,
2017 deadline. The awards would be presented at the
Town Hall and Business Session, February 8, in conjunction

with the DCA Convention. The results and the number of
entries per category would be reviewed at the February
7, 2017 Safety/Risk Management committee meeting. The
2017 Safety Congress will be held March 27-29 at the Hotel
Monteleone in New Orleans. Skip Parry of Otis Eastern
Service and Jeremy Wyatt of Miller Pipeline will co-chair
the event. Committee attendees were encouraged to
plan on sending their safety personnel to the event.
A complete schedule of the event will be available
at the next meeting. It was announced that the 2016
Benchmarking Survey would be sent to all contractors in
February 2017 and the results would be presented at the
July Safety/Risk Management committee meeting. The
charge of the Safety/Risk Management committee is to
review all information concerning safety in the industry
and safe job-site practices. The committee also has
oversight for the Arthur T. Everham Safety Award and
the Annual Safety Congress. Tom Clapper of TekRock
Trenching serves as chairman and Kevin Parker of Mears
Group is the vice chairman of the committee.
HDD Committee
Attendees of the HDD committee meeting reviewed
and received updates on several items at their October
24th meeting. Committee members received an update
on the mud disposal research proposal from Kelvin Self,
research and development project manager at Ditch
Witch. This would be a joint research project between

Scholarship applications deadline Wednesday, January 4, 2017
The application process for the 2017-18 DCA - Dale R.
Michels Scholarship and DCA – Curtis Allen Scholarship is
now open on our website at: http://www.dcaweb.org/
Committees/SCHOLARSHIP.aspx and all applications
will be completed online. Simply scroll the page and
find the scholarship that you are applying for, click the
button and follow the instructions. Do not forget to
upload an unofficial or official copy of your transcripts.
A few basic guidelines:
• The DCA – Dale R. Michels Scholarship encourages
students from all academic levels to apply. The DCA
– Curtis H. Allen Scholarship focuses on those planning
to attend a trade, technical or vocational school.
• Applications must include an unofficial or official
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copy of a transcript.
Please see the specific
scholarship for the correct transcript that should be
uploaded.
• Remember, the student’s application and supporting
documents must be completed no later than
Wednesday, January 4, 2017.
• The winning applicants will be awarded an
unspecified amount of financial aid for the 2016-17
academic year and this amount could be renewable
for up to four (4) years with proof of academic
success.
• Financial need and community service will also
continue to be considered by the scholarship
committees.

DCA, Oklahoma State University and DCA to investigate
new or improved methods of HDD mud residue disposal
and will be ongoing discussion, with the possibility of
allowing sister associations to be a part of the study.
The committee discussed changing the name of the
committee to encompass more than horizontal directional
drilling. Committee members were encouraged to bring
a list of possible names to the February 2017 meeting. The
committee was updated on the 2017 HDD Academy to be
held February 13-14 in Tempe, Arizona and the 2016 book
release of the updated HDD Best Practices Guidelines. As
discussed at their July meeting, the committee decided
to devote a section of the meetings to innovative
technology. It is fashioned like DCA’s “90 Seconds in the
Spotlight” from past conventions, but held during the
HDD meeting. This would focus on new technologies or
processes and not a sales presentation. Richard Levings
of American Augers was the presenter for the October
meeting with a presentation on fluid processing systems.
HDD chairmen announced that a panel has been formed
to present January 2017 Underground Construction
Technology International Conference (UCT) in Fort Worth,
Texas and encouraged DCA members to attend. Anyone
interested in participating on the panel should contact
the HDD chairmen or the DCA office. The charge of the
HDD committee is to support safety, training, technical
developments and voluntary operational guides that
sustain professional practices and contractors in the area
of HDD. The chairman of the committee is Jon Heinen
of Vermeer Corporation and the vice chairman is Dan
Carson of Carson Corporation.
Membership Committee
The Membership committee did not meet in order to
give members the opportunity to participate in the
formation of the Workforce Development committee.
The Membership committee will meet Tuesday, February
8, 2017, in conjunction with the DCA convention. The
Board of Directors reviewed the most recent membership
report at their meeting and noted that the DCA now has
74 contractors and 134 associate members compared to
73 contractors and 133 associate members at their July
meeting. The charge of the Membership committee is
to actively solicit and evaluate potential DCA members
and make recommendations on member programs
and awards to help recruit and retain members in the
association. Rob DeRue of D.R.S. Enterprises and Woody
Ferrell of Kirby-Smith Machinery serve as co-chairmen of
the committee.

Workforce Development Committee
DCA has initiated a committee to work on the pressing
issue of workforce development in the natural gas pipeline
industry and an initial brainstorming meeting was held at
the Fall Meeting to define the mission and outline the
first draft of the its goals and objectives. One of the first
priorities was establishing a mission for the committee
that will include: coordinating a common strategy for
all DCA members; identify top needs by trade, skill set
and geography; educate the workforce in trade specific
areas; promote underground work as a career; educate
guidance counselors about underground careers; work
closely with the regional gas associations and training
providers to standardizing basic work force needed
training; and to work with technical colleges to align
curriculum with the industry’s current and future needs.
Some of the goals that were discussed included: develop
and implement a national strategy to raise awareness
about the industry; develop strategies to effectively recruit
against other non-construction industries; build common
and consistent training platforms and endorsement
programs; develop forecasting models for labor and
supervision needs and capital spending demands on
both a regional and local level. The committee discussed
a long-term term goal of creating a packaged and
branded message about underground construction jobs
and careers and why they are a good career choice.
Attendees also discussed possible short-term goals that
included: community colleges outreach, recruitment to
high schools, placement after graduation and retention
of a minimum of six months to one year as being a
successful hire. Numerous other items were presented,
all of which will be used to form the basis for the first
official meeting of the committee at the DCA convention
in Maui, February 2017. At the meeting, the committee
will select a chair and vice chair. Grant Gochenauer of
Great Western Services (ULS), Loren Brace of InfraSource,
and Randy Rupp of Ditch Witch volunteered to be a part
of the committee leadership. If any other member would
like to be considered, please contact the DCA office.
The leadership council and education committee did
not meet in order to give the members the opportunity
to participate in the development of the Workforce
committee.
The next board of director and committee meetings
will be in conjunction with the 2017 DCA Convention,
February 6-11, 2017 at the Grand Wailea Resort, Wailea,
Maui, Hawaii. s
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Industry News

TTC hosting Auger Boring School in February
The Trenchless Technology Center at Louisiana Tech
University (TTC) will hold its next auger boring school at
the Louisiana Tech campus in Ruston, Louisiana, February
13-17, 2017.
The Trenchless Technology Center (TTC) hosted the
inaugural Auger Boring School at the university in October
2015. New for 2017 is a split into two tracks – one for engineers and the other for contractors. Lessons learned from
the 2015 school indicate that focus for planning, design,
and construction are significantly different from the prospective of the practicing contractor or engineer.
The same group of volunteer instructors from the
2015 Auger Boring School will participate in the 2017
school. Auger Boring School sponsors American Augers,

Barbco, Permalok and Baroid will provide the equipment,
pipe joints and all necessary to prepare drilling fluids for
the practical sessions. Other sponsors include Brierley
Associates, McMillen Jacobs Associates, Midwest Mole,
Thompson Pump and Wicker Construction Co. TTC will do
all necessary preparations for the school and manage the
week-long event.
Registration from December 1-31 is $1,445 and registration after January 1, 2017 is $1,559. There is a 10 percent
discount for three or more attendees from the same company.
For more information and to register online, visit
http://ttcspecialtyschools.com/abs or contact Jadranka
Simicevic at jadranka@latech.edu. s

Utility Contractor
Workshop
April 17-19, 2017

Agenda Set for 2017 HDD Academy
Plan to attend the premier conference for owners, regulators, contractors and engineers
Tempe, Arizona – Arizona State University’s Del E. Webb
School of Construction and Benjamin Media Inc. will host
the third annual Horizontal Directional Drilling Academy
(HDD Academy), the premier conference for all levels of
stakeholders within the utility pipeline industry including
owners, regulators, contractors and engineers.
The 2017 HDD Academy will take place Feb. 13-14, at
the Sheraton Phoenix Airport Hotel Tempe. Arizona State
University will award 1.8 Continuing Education Units (CEUs)
upon successful completion of the course. Registration is
limited in order to provide quality networking with HDD
industry leaders and maintain a low student-instructor
ratio.
The goal of the HDD Academy is to establish an annual
learning platform for owners, regulators, contractors and
engineers focusing on the options and opportunities for
future utility pipeline projects. With that in mind, the academy’s technical sessions are divided into two focus areas:
“Pre-Construction, Design, and Material Selection” and
“Construction and Operations.” The conference closes
with stakeholder roundtable discussions. For the complete
agenda, visit hddacdemy.com/agenda.

To date, supporting associations include the Distribution
Contractors Association (DCA), Pipeline Contractors
Association of Canada (PLCAC), International Pipeline
and Offshore Contractors Association (IPLOCA), Arizona
Utility Contractors Association (AZUCA) and Association
of Equipment Manufacturers (AEM). Event sponsors to
date include American Augers, Derrick Equipment, Digital
Control Inc., Ditch Witch, Herrenknecht Tunneling Systems,
Underground Solutions an AEGION company and Vermeer
Corp.
Last year’s conference sold out and brought together
more than 100 HDD experts to Tempe, all of whom were
interested in gaining knowledge about HDD and networking with HDD professionals. Registration for members of
supporting associations is $1,095 through Jan. 2, 2017 and
$1,195 after. Non-member registration fees are $1,395 and
$1,495 respectively.
For information on sponsorship opportunities, contact
Brittany cline at 330-467-7588 or email bcline@benjaminmedia.com. For all other registration related questions,
contact Benjamin Media, Inc. at 330-467-7588 or email
conferences@benjaminmedia.com. s

Four Seasons Hotel
Chicago, Illinois
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Maui, Hawaii

Join these members and be a Convention Sponsor!
Platinum Sponsors

2017 Annual Convention in Maui, Hawaii
Monday, February 6 - Saturday, February 11
Richardson, Texas – Capture the ‘ohana spirit’ at the
Grand Wailea Resort, nestled in 40 acres of lush Hawaiian
landscapes. Fronted by the most beautiful beach on the
island, Wailea Beach, guests can delight in picturesque
ocean views, lush Polynesian landscapes and idyllic sunsets.
The Grand Wailea Resort also features an exquisite art
collection, upscale shopping, world-class spa treatments
in the award-winning Spa Grande, and culinary delights
influenced by local and international flavors.
Voted 16 times best island in the world by Condé Nast
readers, the beautiful island of Maui offers the perfect
getaway for participants and location for the DCA Annual
Convention.
The convention planning team, headed by DCA
president Dale and Theresa Anderson of Miller Pipeline
in Indianapolis, Indiana and Shepard and Ann Poole of
The Hallen Construction Co., Inc., in Island Park, New York
have put together an excellent line-up of business, off-site
activities, and social events.
When the day’s work is done, there will be many opportunities to explore the island, chat with business colleagues
and create new friendships.
An exciting number of off-site tours are available such

4
10 www.dcaweb.org
www.dcaweb.org

as Trilogy Whale Watch Sail, Ho’olawa Valley Rain Forest &
Waterfalls Hike, Kai Kanani Snorkel Sail, Gems Of Upcountry
Maui, Upcountry Crossroads of Makawao & Paia, For the
Love of the Land - O’o Farm Tour, Watercolors & Wines and
Lahaina Shopping Shuttle.
This year’s live and silent auction will be bigger and
better than ever. Watch your e-mail for the 2017 Annual
Auction Catalog in January. It is packed with great items
from drill bits to diamond earrings that you (and your
spouse) will definitely want to bid on!
The Welcome Reception will be held at Molokini Garden
at the Grand Wailea with the Pacific Ocean as the
backdrop, to capture the fading rays of the setting sun.
Hawaiian legend says God Maui climbed the mountain
and lassoed the sun’s rays.
The President’s Dinner will be a fun evening of dinner
and dance embracing “ALOHA” the meaning of hello,
love and farewell.
The deadline for registration and housing is January 6,
2017. Housing is limited, so please don’t delay! To register
and download a registration brochure visit the DCA web
site at www.dcaweb.org. s
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Underground Construction Technology

International Conference & Exhibition (UCT)
is THE business event focused on the underground utility infrastructure industry.
Source everything you need for trenchless or open-cut construction and pipe rehabilitation.
Attend UCT in Fort Worth, TX Jan. 31-Feb. 2.

Featured DCA Member Web sites
Southeast Connections
www.seconnections.com
Southeast Connections offers complete construction services that
include pipeline construction, installation, maintenance, repairs,
stations, facility modification and new construction. Their experience
in pipeline construction execution and management enables the
company to undertake cost effective projects in the upstream and
downstream sectors of the gas industry including mainline transmission
and distribution projects.

discover

Learn

Komatsu America Corp.
www.komatsuamerica.com

LEARN from industry thoughtleaders. Earn up to 26.5 PDHs
(CEUs are available.) Plus, attending
the Engineering Ethics course
satisfies the ethics requirement for
the annual license renewal. Bring
the company for one low price!
See the program and register at
uctonline.com.

network
NETWORK during breakfast
lunch, and receptions, during
the educational program, at
registration and with exhibitors
in the exhibit hall.

DISCOVER new equipment
and technologies designed for
your safety and productivity in
the exhibit hall.

Exhibits only
registration is FREE.
Jet-Lube
www.jetlube.com

SHOW HOURS
TUESDAY JAN. 31
Education: 8:30-12:00
MVP Banquet: 11:30-1:00
Exhibits: 12:00-4:30

WEDNESDAY FEB. 1
Education: 8:30-12:00
Exhibits: 12:00-4:30
Reception: 4:45-6:00

THURSDAY FEB. 2
Breakfast: 8:00-9:00
Exhibits: 8:00-11:00
Education: 8:30-10:00
Engineering Ethics: 9:00-10:00

Komatsu America Corp. is a U.S. subsidiary of Komatsu Ltd., the world’s
second largest manufacturer and supplier of earth-moving equipment,
consisting of construction, mining and compact construction equipment.
Komatsu America also serves forklift and forestry markets. Through its
distributor network, Komatsu offers a state-of-the-art parts and service
program to support its equipment. Komatsu has proudly been providing
high-quality reliable products for nearly a century.

REGISTER TODAY WITH CODE

DCA

FOR YOUR FREE EXHIBIT PASS!

Since 1949, Jet-Lube (a CSW Industrials Company) products have
helped people solve equipment maintenance problems. The company
is recognized as the world leader in manufacturing lubricants for oilfield,
water well and industrial MRO customers. Jet-Lube products include
the industry’s highest-quality drill pipe compounds, thread sealants,
EP greases, aerosol products, valve lubricants and anaerobics for
demanding applications.

THE Event for the Underground Utility Infrastructure Industry

uctonline.com
12
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FACEBOOK
& TWITTER:

NEW ON THE
DCA WEB SITE:

Register for the
DCA Annual Convention in

acebook

Maui, Hawaii

Member News
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Photos from past DCA
Digital download of the
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Information on future
events
Photos, videos and other
news from Regular and
Associate Members

witter
CONEXPO-CON/AGG
Spider-Man or machine?

Commentary: Pipelines

Henkels & McCoy opens Midwest pipeline
division in Monee, Illinois
Henkels & McCoy Inc. (H&M)
announced
the
opening
of its new Midwest Pipeline
Division office located at 26226
S. Cleveland Drive, Monee, Illinois, 60449,
Phone: (708) 457-7330. With an emphasis on
integrity management projects, the office will
enable H&M to reach a wider group of customers while providing the same exceptional
services that all of H&M Pipeline Division’s
valued clients have come to expect.
The Midwest Pipeline Division office will be
managed by Nicholas Gryga, Midwest Area
Manager. “With boots on the ground in this
important Midwest region, H&M’s Pipeline
Division is ready to roll out and perform with
utmost professionalism with a sharp focus on
safety and quality,” Gryga said. “Our success
depends on the safe completion of every
project, on time and on budget.”

safely, efficiently transport
oil and gas

View the agenda for the
3rd Annual HDDAcademy
headed to Tempe this Feb!
www.hddacademy.com
Reg. before Jan. 2 and
save!

Look for us on Facebook:
Distribution Contractors
Association
Follow us on Twitter:
DCAtweets
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Vermeer launches HDD Circuit Training
Program
In a response to a shortage of
drill operators in the horizontal directional drilling industry,
Vermeer has introduced HDD
Circuit — an intensive horizontal directional
drill (HDD) operator training program.
The HDD Circuit training program is a tuition-based, two-week instructor-led program
that provides a mix of classroom time with
hands-on experience in a small-group learning environment for contractors’ employees.
During each two-week course, students
will be exposed to topics on HDD safety, jobsite evaluation and setup, drill operation best
practices, underground utility locating and
potholing best practices, drilling fluid mixing
and testing, proper bore and pullback techniques including the development of a bore
to plan, as well as basic drill maintenance
and inspection.

“We have heard a consistent message
from underground contractors that they are
having difficulty completing work due to a
lack of qualified drill operators. With HDD
Circuit, Vermeer is working to help grow
the industry with trained operators,” said
Tony Bokhoven, lifecycle training manager at
Vermeer. “We are working to cultivate a pool
of potential drill operators that will make HDD
a career to help fill the positions available
today and into the future.”
The curriculum covers all aspects of drill
operation from walking the bore plan, potholing, creating the bore plan, mixing the
mud, proper drill maintenance and actual
hands-on time with the drill. The goal of the
training program is that each student who
successfully completes the program will be
able to be a productive drill operator or crew
member. HDD Circuit students must complete and pass a written test and hands-on
evaluation in order to pass the program and
receive a certificate of completion.
“We recognize that not every ground
condition or every situation a drill operator
may face in the field will be present during
the training,” said Dave Wisniewski, vice president, underground products at Vermeer.
“What we’re teaching them is how to fundamentally be an operator, so they start to
know what to look for, what to feel for and
how to properly handle situations.”
The training is being offered to underground contractors who can select and
send their current employees to the HDD
Circuit training program at Vermeer’s world
headquarters in Pella, Iowa. MasTec — a
leading infrastructure construction company
— is taking advantage of the program. Eight
employees who have been with the company for a period of 12-months, just completed
the two-week core HDD module.
“The MasTec Utility Services Group was
thrilled to be a part of the HDD Circuit
training pilot because programs like this are

very well aligned with our mission to provide
world-class training to our employees,”
said John Congemi, director of employee
development for MasTec. “Our partnership
with Vermeer will play a vital role in our longterm directional drilling and locating training
strategy.”
“I sat in on the training program and can
attest that our team of employees who completed the HDD Circuit are heading back to

their crews ready to effectively and efficiently operate drills and successfully expand the
number of projects we complete,” said Ryan
Russek, training manager for MasTec.
Future plans include the consideration
to potentially expand the training program
to audiences with an interest in construction trades and individuals seeking a career
change. s

Welcome New Contractor & Associate Members
CONTRACTOR MEMBERS

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Wildcat Construction Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 9163
Wichita, KS 67277
(316) 945-9408 Fax: (316) 942-4012

PSS Industrial Group
2656 South Loop West, Ste. 600
Houston, TX 77054
(713) 741-8127 Fax: (713) 979-2145
Email: rob.fishbein@psscompanies.com

www.wildcatcompanies.com
Roger McClellan,
President/Chief Operating Officer;
roger.mcclellan@wildcat.net
Alan Farrington, Vice President
Lanny Gridley, Vice President
& Chief Financial Officer
Shephen Llamas, Secretary/Treasurer
Tulsa, OK Location:
1640 S. 101st. E. Ave.
Tulsa, OK 74128
David Sherwood, Vice President
John Curtis, Vice President
Rodney Abbott, Vice President

www.pipelinesupply.com
Barham Moss, Chief Executive Officer
Rob Fishbein, Vice President Sales;
(314) 681-3353;
rob.fishbein@psscompanies.com
Jim Horton, National Sales Manager;
(713) 818-8662;
jim.horton@psscompanies.com
Sara Martinez, Marketing Manager;
(713) 741-8141; sara.martinez@pssigroup.com

2017 DCA Membership
Directory

Toolbox Talks for November
and December

Job Opportunities

IN THE NEXT DCA
E-NEWS:
Trump-size idea for a new
president: build something
inspiring

TTC hosting Auger Boring
School in February

AEM elects 2017 officers,
new directors

Pipeline firm told to work
with locals

Vermeer Texas - Louisiana
3025 N. State Hwy 161
Irving, TX 75062
(972) 255-3500 Fax: (972) 255-9525
Email: jasonr@vermeertexas.com
www.vermeertexas.com
Whit Perryman, Chief Executive Officer
Mark Krueger, Chief Operating Officer
Darren Tallman, Chief Financial Officer
Jason Rush, Vice President
Brian Harris, Vice President

Feds target methane leaks
on public land

Solar cameras provide
remote sensing for
construction

November/December 2016 15

2017
CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
JANUARY 31- FEBRUARY 2
Underground Construction
Technology (UCT)
International Conference
& Exhibition
Fort Worth Convention
Center
Fort Worth, Texas
www.uctonline.com
FEBRUARY 6-11
DCA Annual Convention
Grand Wailea
Maui, Hawaii
www.dcaweb.org
FEBRUARY 13-14
HDD Academy
Sheraton Phoenix Airport
Hotel Tempe
Tempe, Arizona
www.hddacademy.com
FEBRUARY 23-27
68th Annual Pipe Line
Contractors Association
(PLCA) Convention
Hyatt Regency
Scottsdale Resort & Spa
at Gainey Ranch
Scottsdale, Arizona
www.plca.org

DCA Safety Congress moves to New Orleans
March 27-29, 2017
Richardson, Texas – The 22nd Annual
Safety Congress will be held March 27-29,
2017 at the Hotel Monteleone in New
Orleans, Louisiana. The focus of the event
for 2017 will be behavior safety. Speaker
Lee Shelby will be sharing details of his own
personal work-place accident and how
you need to take responsibility for yourself

MARCH 27-29, 2017

and co-workers. Rich McElhaney of Allied
Insurance Brokers will share his insights on
the “Real Cost of Safety.” Chuck Simpson
of EPIC will finish the day and a half event
with his presentation on HSE Inspections
and Hazard Recognition. Registration and
housing information will be available in
mid-January.s

HOTEL MONTELEONE

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

MARCH 27-29
DCA Safety Congress
Hotel Monteleone
New Orleans, Louisiana
www.dcaweb.org
APRIL 17-19
DCA & AGA
Utility Workshop
Four Seasons Hotel
Chicago, Illinois
www.dcaweb.org

DISTRIBUTION CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION
DCA NEWS is a bi-monthly publication of Distribution Contractors Association
101 West Renner Road, Suite 460, Richardson, Texas 75082
972-680-0261 Fax: 972-680-0461 www.dcaweb.org
Robert G. Darden
Executive Vice President

Candace Green
Marketing & Communications Manager

