National Alliance for Nutrition & Activity

September 12, 2013

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski
United States Senate

709 Hart Senate Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Murkowski:

We, the undersigned members of the National Alliance for Nutrition and Activity, thank you
for your leadership in securing updated national school nutrition standards for foods sold
through vending machines, school stores, a la carte, and other venues outside the school
meal programs.

The Child Nutrition Promotion and School Lunch Protection Act laid the groundwork for
improving the nutritional quality of competitive foods nationwide. Thanks to your
leadership and the efforts of parents, health professionals, schools, and others, we are just a
year away from removing unhealthy foods and beverages from schools across the country.
The new national school nutrition standards for all foods sold in schools, combined with
recent improvements to the school meal programs, will ensure that all school foods meet
healthy nutrition standards.

As you know, child nutrition and obesity inextricably affect our nation's physical and fiscal
health. With one out of every three children in America overweight or obese and most
children consuming diets too high in saturated fat, sodium, and sugars, and too low in
fruits, vegetables, and whole grains, improving school foods is a key step toward
supporting healthful eating by children. Strong nutrition standards for school foods will
improve children’s diets, support health and nutrition education, reinforce parents’ efforts
to help their children eat healthfully, and help protect the federal investment in school
meals.

We thank you and your staff for your support, hard work, and leadership.

Sincerely,

For more information, contact Margo G. Wootan, D.Sc., at 1220 L Street, NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC
20005, Phone: 202-777-8352, FAX: 202-265-4952, E-mail: nanacoalition@cspinet.org
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