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Since 1948, DIPACO has 
supported diesel fuel injection 
professionals with OE-quality injector and 
pump piece parts. Now backed by Alliant Power's engineering
and distribution strength, DIPACO continues that tradition—
providing comprehensive component coverage for HEUI,
Common Rail, Cummins, and legacy fuel injection platforms.
When OE production ends, DIPACO provides continuity. We don't
replace OE. We extend the service life of it. L E A R N  M O R E

FUELING DIESEL GENERATIONS
A Brand of Alliant Power
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SAVE MONEY TODAY
Reduce your credit card 

processing fees

Rates As Low As 0.05%*
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Lightning-fast approvals & no setup fees
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Seamless integration with your current POS system**
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Welcome to our 2026 Post Convention  
Nozzle Chatter Issue 1

The 2026 ADS/HDAW Convention was another success 
thanks to the efforts of the Convention Planning 

Committee.  Gord Reid, Planning Chair and his team 
have a difficult task of providing presentation content and 
speakers to satisfy a broad range of attendee expectations.  
Results show very good positive feedback for the 
convention.  I look forward to one more year at the Gaylord 
Texan Resort in Grapevine, Texas before we move to Kansas 
City, Missouri in 2028 and Charlotte, North Carolina in 
2029.

The Association relies on the International Convention 
to give our members the opportunity to gather together in one location to 
strengthen and grow your business opportunities.  For those members who 
find it prohibitive to attend our USA based event, the next best form of 
communication and member benefit is the new ADS 24/7 online program 
(see page 34).  This is an ADS member collaboration platform to promote 
networking, knowledge sharing and collaboration among ADS members.  
Within ADS 24/7, you can join chat communities based on your geographic 
location or join multiple groups.  A few examples would be the Drive-in Forum, 
a test stand equipment group, the owners only forum, individual Committees, 
etc.  Members can contact info@diesel.org for help in registering for ADS 24/7.

This year we will continue growing our Association globally by attending 
and hosting events throughout the world.  Ken Ringrose, President of AADS 
(Association of Australasian Diesel Specialists) has invited us to attend their 
conference May 8-10 in Melbourne, Australia.  Ricardo Berrueta, current ADS 
co-chair of the Latin American Committee and President of the Alianza Diesel 
group has invited us to their conference in Cartagena, Columbia in June.  Our 
largest gathering event, Automechanika Frankfurt, Germany, will take place 
from September 8-12.  We will again hold a reception for hundreds of industry 
related associates to expand the opportunity to network with peers from around 
the world.  Our last event will represent ADS at the AAPEX/SEMA show in Las 
Vegas from November 3-6.

Our goal is simple.  The mission of the Association of Diesel Specialists is to 
provide value to its members that will assist them in achieving success in the 
operation of their businesses in the Diesel industry throughout the world.  ADS 
strives to achieve and maintain recognition as the leader for all segments of the 
global Diesel industry.

I look forward to meeting many of you at our events.  Feel free to call or 
email me if I can help in any way.

Thank you 
Bryan Menke

Bryan Menke
R&R Engine & 
Machine
Akron, Ohio

ADS LEADERSHIP

ADS President
Bryan Menke 
R&R Engine & Machine 
Akron, Ohio

ADS Vice President / Treasurer
Gord Reid 
N.W. Fuel Injection Service, Ltd. 
Surrey, British Columbia,  
Canada	

ADS Secretary
Michael Oliveros 
Williams Diesel Service Inc. 
Ocala, Florida

ADS Board of Directors 
Michael Bates 
City Diesel

Lewis Brown 
Merlin Diesel Systems Ltd.

Ryan Dooley 
Jasper Engine and Transmission 
Exchange Inc.

George Downing 
D&W Diesel Inc.

Amanda Espinosa 
Garner Espinosa C.A.

Patrick Harcourt 
BorgWarner

Cam Mandel 
Taber Diesel Systems Ltd. 

Jason Marsch 
Alliant Power

Michael Mazzer 
Maxzz Diesel

Eric Wade 
M&D Distributors Inc.

Griffin Wiser 
South Central Diesel



Welcome New Members!

ATAK DIESEL
Atak Diesel
Ankara Turkey
*90 535 464 65 79

Blueboost Automotive Co., Limited
James Gao
Wuxi, Jiangsu China
0086.158.0216.8013

BOW DIESEL INJECTION LTD
Darcy Bowe
Red Deer County, Alberta Canada
403.227.6888

Chattanooga State Community College
Gary Molton
Chattanooga, Georgia 
423.697.4778

Diesel Continental
John Leon
Orlando, Florida 
321.946.3822

Emerald Power Solutions LLC
Delmer Martin
New Holland, Pennsylvania 
717.354.6789

Flag North America Inc.
April Shemtov
Norcross, Georgia 

Kerry Brothers Truck Repair
Bill McLaury
Detroit, Michigan 
313.895.6600

Prestige Diesel Group
José Garcia
Sterling Heights, Michigan 
313.400.8500

Quality Oil & Gas Company
Jason Stroll
Rockingham, North Carolina 
910.997.3101

Southwest Fuel Injection
Johan Loya
El Paso, Texas 
915.279.1575

Springfield Remanufacturing 
Corporation

Brent Dinger
Springfield, Missouri 
417.862.3501

T H E  T R U S T E D  
BRAND FOR THE 
A F T E R M A R K E T  

P R E C I S I O N  E N G I N E E R E D   
T U R B O C H A R G E R S  &  PA R T S

Meet the growing demand for passenger car/light 
duty trucks turbocharger repairs with the Melett 
range of OE quality turbochargers, VSR balanced 
core assemblies, and turbocharger components. 

Why Repair with Melett Parts?  
  Repair is more cost effective than replacement 
  Remanufacturing promotes environmental sustainability 
  Growing opportunities due to engine downsizing 
  Quality products engineered in UK to OEM standards 
  Extensive range of VSR balanced core assemblies 

To contact us scan  
the QR code. 
melett_ussales@wabtec.com 
www.melett.com

w w w. m e l e t t . c o m
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PARKER’S PERSPECTIVE

Scott D. Parker
ADS CEO

Find us on:

ADS at 70

1956 was a very interesting year.
Elvis Presley became a superstar after his appearance on 

The Ed Sullivan Show. President Eisenhower won a second 
term and signed the Federal-Aid Highway Act, authorizing 
the construction of the U.S. Interstate Highway System. 
IBM introduced the first computer with a hard disk drive, 
the RAMAC 305, which weighed over a ton to store just 
5MB of data.

And the Association of Diesel Specialists was formed 
on October 6, 1956 by five men at a meeting in Chicago, 
Illinois. The vision of the group of five was to build a com-

munity for the independent diesel service industry to facilitate the exchange of 
ideas by industry participants.

2026 marks ADS’ 70th Anniversary. Today, the association has grown to 527 
member companies from 45 countries around the globe. 

Over the last 70 years, much has changed in diesel industry. Diesel technol-
ogy has advanced, regulations have been drafted and executed and the industry 
has become more global.

What has not changed and will not change is the vision of the original 
founders to build a community for the independent diesel service industry to 
facilitate the exchange of ideas by industry participants.

In each issue of Nozzle Chatter this year, we will feature images and informa-
tion from the last seven decades that celebrate the community that has formed 
around the association. This issue has images from each of the association’s first 
seven decades (see pages 26-33).

At the ADS formation meeting in 1956, multiple committees were formed, 
and Herb Wittersheim was unanimously elected as the association’s first presi-
dent. Since 1956, there have been 34 individuals who have served as president 
of the association. They are pictured in this issue on page 23.

In addition, there are countless members who have served on the Board of 
Directors, committees or in other volunteer roles to serve the industry. ADS 
thanks all of its volunteers.

As a member, you are encouraged to join a committee. ADS is a member led 
association and the committees are where the direction for the association and 
the industry are developed. If you would like to join a committee, simply send 
an email to me at sparker@diesel.org.

The committees generally meet twice a year via Zoom. The next set of meet-
ings will occur in June. Dates and times will be released online in April.

While we celebrate our first 70 years, the association and its members will 
continue to maintain a community to serve the members of the independent 
diesel service industry.

ADS STAFF 
 
Scott D. Parker
Chief Executive Officer
sparker@diesel.org 

Casey Parker
Chief Operating Officer
casey@diesel.org 

Kim Litscher
Accounting Manager
accounting@diesel.org 

Nick Brown
Director of Marketing
nick@diesel.org 

ADS Headquarters
7250 Heritage Village Plaza, #201
Gainesville, VA 20155 

Phone: 816.285.0810
E-mail: info@diesel.org
Website: www.diesel.org 

Para servicios en español,
contacte a membresia@diesel.org



• New nozzle, shim, spring, spring 
washer, seal, and control valve.

• New, unique trim code.

• 100% O-ring replacement.

• 12-month, unlimited  
mileage warranty.

Built for Confidence

It’s the right time to give your customers a smarter option. The Daimler® 
DD5 and DD8 platforms have been on the road since 2016—now Delphi 
delivers the premium OE Reman solution they’ve been waiting for.

This application has been in service since 2016, making it a great time   
to start supporting your customers with our genuine OE reman option.

Our premium remanufactured diesel injector is built with Delphi’s OE 
expertise and validated with the same rigorous testing you’d expect  
from one of the world’s leading OE fuel injection manufacturers. The  
result? An injector that performs like new—at a value your customers   
will appreciate.

Reman Injectors: 
The Smart Choice  
for Daimler® Engines

Delphi Reman 
Part No.

OE Part No. Engine
Seal 
Kit

EX631170
A9360702187, A9362187, A9360702687*, 

A9360702887, A9362887, 42011159, 
42021138, 42044914, J1C01001, J1C01002

DD5 5.1L Tier 4 OM934,
DD8 7.7L Tier 4 OM936

HTK142

*A9360702687 is a kit part number

delphiautoparts.com
Scan the QR code to 
check out Delphi’s 
Diesel Fuel Injectors!
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DIESEL IN THE NEWS

ADS COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Business Management Committee 
Chair:  Bret Laskey, Midland Diesel 

Service

Canadian General Committee
Chair: Cam Mandel, Taber Diesel 

Service Ltd.

Communications Committee 
Chair: Patrick Harcourt, BorgWarner

Convention Planning Committee 
Chair: Gord Reid, N.W. Fuel Injection 

Service, Ltd.

Forerunners Committee
Chair: Chelsea Reid, Island Diesel 

Injection Ltd.

International General Committee
Chair:  Lewis Brown, Merlin Diesel 

Systems Ltd. 

Latin American Committee
Chair:  Amanda Espinosa, Garner 

Espinosa C.A.

Manufacturers Committee
Chair: Patrick Harcourt, BorgWarner

Membership Committee
Chair: Ryan Dooley, Jasper Engine and 

Transmission Exchange Inc.

Replacement Parts Manufacturer & 
Distributor Committee

Chair: Michael Mazzer, Maxzz Diesel, 
Diesel Tech Academy

Technical Education Committee 
Chair:  Michael Oliveros, Williams 

Diesel Service Inc.

Turbocharger Committee
Chair: George Downing, D&W Diesel Inc.

ADS Committees will be meeting via 
Zoom in June of 2026 to further the 
direction and goals of the Association. 
For information on participating in a 
committee, contact communications@
diesel.org.

SRT Automotive Launches its New Global Brand 
SRT Automotive, a Spain-based multinational group in advanced automotive solu-
tions, announced the launch of its new global brand identity. Since its founding in 
2007, SRT Automotive has evolved from a family-owned company specialized in 
diesel remanufacturing into an international group with a presence in more than 
60 countries, subsidiaries in the United Kingdom, the United States, Brazil, and 
Panama, and a network of over 70 franchises across Europe and the Americas. The 
group had already been operating for several years under the SRT corporate brand 
as its strategic backbone. This consolidation process now culminates in the defini-
tive transition from Lucas Diesel Systems to SRT Automotive, enabling the group to 
present a broader, more cohesive, and fully integrated product offering. “This new 
brand identity reflects the evolution of SRT and our ambition to lead a more efficient 
and sustainable mobility landscape. It reaffirms our commitment to innovation and 
to delivering solutions that will shape the future of the automotive industry,” stated 
Óscar Villafranca, CEO, SRT Automotive.

John Deere Settles Right to Repair Lawsuit for $99 Million
John Deere has reached a $99 million settlement in a long-standing class action 
lawsuit concerning the “right to repair” issue. The litigation alleged that Deere mo-
nopolized the repair service market by intrinsically tying machinery sales to its own 
repair services so that farmers or independent dealers could not do the work them-
selves. In the lawsuit, plaintiffs claimed Deere intentionally made “crucial software 
and repair tools inaccessible to farmers and independent repair shops.” By cornering 
the repair market, the filing alleged Deere could artificially inflate prices without 
competition. The settlement agreement also requires Deere to make tools available 
to “enable farmers and IRPs [independent repair shops] to diagnose and repair prob-
lems without having to use the services of an authorized dealer.” These tools must be 
available for at least one decade based on the agreement.

Frost & Sullivan Projects 5% Growth for Global Aftermarket Parts Sales
Anuj Monga of Frost & Sullivan recently noted their most recent annual forecast has 
aftermarket spend rising by 3.5% per vehicle year over year. Monja added the com-
pany’s estimates show the aftermarket parts sales up more than 5.2% to $167 billion 
globally. Within North America, aftermarket revenue should increase from $36.46 
billion to $38.56 billion. 

In Memoriam: Bill Gomer
William T. Gomer, Bill, 78, passed away from natural causes 
peacefully at home, surrounded by family and loved ones.  
Bill was the third generation of a family-owned business  
Gomer’s Inc. which has been a member of ADS since 1967. Bill 
was proud to be a long-standing board member of the Associa-
tion of Diesel Specialists.

The following headlines are a few industry snapshots worth noting. 
Have industry news to share? Please contact communications@diesel.org.



FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 843-933-3050 OR GO TO WWW.TAMERX.COM 

 

OEX Premium Injectors 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Calibrated to OEM Specifications 

 
Genuine OEM Trim Code Specifications 

Complete Sets are “Flow Matched” for Peak 
Performance 

100% End of Line Tested in a Custom  
OE Design Test Cell 

READY TO INSTALL! 
Introducing the NEW OEX Injector program by 
TamerX. OEX offers the industry a premium cost-
effective replacement option for the Volvo/Mack 
fuel injectors. OEX is a program TamerX has 
developed in a joint venture with an OEM 
supplier of Volvo fuel systems. This new 
relationship means that OEX can achieve a higher 
level of competency than other “Non-OEM” 
remanufactured Fuel injectors. Other suppliers do 
not have the ability to generate the unique trim 
code for the injector to operate correctly. OEX 
Fuel injectors have the newly generated unique 
Trim Code on every injector.  
OEX also offers “Flow Matched” sets of injectors 
to optimize peak performance and a hassle-free 
installation.  
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The 2026 ADS International Con-
vention took place January 18-
22 at the Gaylord Texan Resort 

in Grapevine, Texas, bringing together 
more than 275 members for a week 
of networking, training and industry 
discussions. 

Starting on Sunday, January 18, 
the ADS Board of Directors met and 
discussed the association’s plans for the 
year. Tony Salas hosted a Light Duty 
Diesel Update training session that 
featured case studies and scan tool data 
use to help members gain insight on 
issues they may see coming into their 
shops in the near future. Distributor 
meetings for BorgWarner, Garrett and 
Holset allowed members to engage 
directly with manufacturers, while the 
ADS Service Member Only Meeting 
gave industry leaders a dedicated space 
for discussion. The day concluded with 
the Get Acquainted Reception, a key 
networking event where attendees had 
the chance to connect before the busy 
week ahead.

Monday’s sessions featured a keynote 
presentation from Matt Eversmann, 
who spoke on leadership lessons he 
gained during Black Hawk Down. 
Kathy Wheat of LouderAI gave a pre-
sentation on how members can utilize 
AI in their everyday business. For the 
first time, ADS hosted an All-Member 
Town Hall where companies in the 
diesel service value chain held an open 
dialogue exploring solutions for all 
members. Test benches were a hot topic 
this year with Hartridge, Carbon Zapp 
and Merlin all giving insight into their 
product chain. 

In the afternoon, the Industry Key-
note given by Houman Kashanipour 
and Simon Quantrell covered the 
importance and future of service in the 
diesel aftermarket. An All-Star panel 
discussed how YouTube can be a vital 
tool for shops looking to expand and 
educate their customer bases even when 
their doors are shut at the end of the 
day. Networking opportunities contin-
ued throughout the day, including a 

companion lunch at Riverwalk Cantina, 
a Pinewood Derby Tournament hosted 
by the Forerunners, and a reception for 
all Replacement Parts members spon-
sored by Goldfarb & Associates as well 
as REDAT North America.

As in previous years, the ADS 
Convention was co-located with Heavy 
Duty Aftermarket Week (HDAW), 
giving attendees access to over 2,900 
industry professionals, one-on-one 
meetings and a 59,000-square-foot 
trade show floor showcasing the latest 
advancements in diesel technology and 
aftermarket solutions.

The ADS International Convention 
remains a crucial event for the diesel 
industry, providing valuable education, 
networking and business opportunities. 
Plans are already underway for next 
year’s event, which will take place Janu-
ary 17-21, 2027, in Grapevine, Texas.

Members can access presentations, 
photos and more and from the 2026 
Convention by visiting https://diesel.
org/PastADSEvents. n

2026 ADS Convention Recap
Another Year For The History Books



Email: info@rased.it
www.rased.it
www.spacodiesel.com

A SEARCH FOR QUALITY

ALWAYS

MORE THAN 50 YEARS OF

EXPERIENCE

MORE THAN 27000 DIFFERENT

SPARE PARTS

Address: Via Padova 183
Milan  - Italy
Tel: +39 022722161 

S P A C O  D I E S E L
M a n u f a c t u r e d  b y  
R . A . S . E . D .  S . p . A .
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The Premium Fuel
Additive Company

sales@fppf.com www.FPPF.com 800-735-3773

No One No One TreatsTreats  
Fuel BetterFuel Better

Use FPPF to help:

Eliminate Water 

Kill Bacteria 

Improve Lubricity 

Clean Injectors

 Boost Cetane 

Stabilize Fuel

 Prevent Corrosion
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Keynote Speaker
Strategic Shock: Leadership Lessons for 
Business from Black Hawk Down

Presented by: Matt Eversmann

The business world, regardless of industry, 
is filled with uncertainty, chaos and the 
unexpected. This is the same for companies 

in the aftermarket diesel service industry. Welcome to the 
“Urban Battlefield.” Strip away the drama of gun fights and the 
frustration of Murphy’s Law, the lessons learned from battle 
during Black Hawk Down are directly applicable to leaders at 
all levels of business. There is no business plan to help leaders 
avoid ‘Strategic Shock’, but this story of elite Army Ranger 
teams with high standards, solid leadership, followership and 
teamwork got the conversation started. If you lead, manage 
and deliver, this presentation was for you. This is a war story 
like no other.

Training Session
Light Duty Diesel Update

Presented by: Tony Salas

Training continues to be of vital impor-
tance for the light duty diesel industry. The 
need for competent technicians to diagnose 
and repair trucks with extensive on-board 

networks is essential. Tony Salas reviewed the issues he has 
observed in the industry and provided updates on the GM 
Duramax Diesel, Ford Powerstroke and RAM Cummins 
Diesel applications. Salas trained on the latest in common rail 
issues, intake and turbo systems. Discussion continued with 
engine variations and diagnosis. He referenced the use of the 
service manual on information that is available, and many 
times not used in the workplace. Aftertreatment was ad-
dressed on derate issues and diagnostic trouble codes that can 
be difficult to be cleared. The issue with NOX sensors in fu-
eling on Duramax L5P applications was viewed. He reviewed 
the diagnostic practices that are not followed. Powerstroke 
6.7L diesel, the most common trucks to be found in drive in 
service shops. Salas reviewed the updates with these engines 
from fuel rail pressure sensor issues to engine issues and leaks. 
RAM Cummins 6.7L has had significant engine changes for 
2025 with updated items from fuel injector to intake design. 

Diesel Service Industry & Smart Tech:  
Doing More with AI

Presented by: Kathy Wheat, Louder AI

News about AI is everywhere. However, it 
seems like the investment necessary and the 
technical know-how puts AI out of reach for 
the average ADS member. 

This session explained why that percep-
tion is inaccurate. Kathy walked through 
how small to medium size businesses are 

implementing off-the-shelf AI tools with little-to-no tech staff. 
Attendees discovered how today’s AI tools and strategies are 
delivering real value and results for businesses of all sizes, in-
cluding more productivity, more efficiencies and more profits.

AI can help you with diagnostic assistance, inventory 
management, administrative automation and so much more. 
Kathy provides you with your AI Starting Line where you will 
walk away with a simple roadmap to begin exploring AI for 
your company today.

Industry Keynote Session
The Future of Service in the  
Diesel Aftermarket

Presented by: Houman Kashanipour, Diesel Forward Inc. and 
Simon Quantrell, Carwood Motor Units

When the Association of Diesel Special-
ists adopted its first logo 70 years ago, it 
included its newly minted motto: Accredit-
ed, Dependable, Service. Today, there is an 
increasing reliance on “selling a box” com-
pared to “service” than there has been in the 
past. While this a valid method of meeting 
the customer needs, over reliance on “sell-
ing a box” leads to the risk of becoming a 
commodity. This session featured industry 
leaders exploring the importance and future 
of service in the diesel aftermarket and how 
to position your company for success.

Presentations
Members can access presentations, photos and more and from the 2026 Convention by visiting https://diesel.org/PastADSEvents.



Our greatest assets are our customers and employees.
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Test Benches: Current Solutions & Future Evolutions

Presented by: Carbon Zapp, Hartridge and Merlin Diesel Sys-
tems Ltd.

Test benches are an indispensable tool for ADS service 
members. They allow for precise testing of injector operation 
by evaluating flow rate, pressure, sealing, and response of the 
component. This ensures that every repair or remanufacturing 
intervention is truly effective.

For the first time, the ADS Manufacturer Insights featured 
three leading test bench manufacturers: Carbon Zapp, Har-
tridge and Merlin Diesel Systems Ltd. Each company showed 
solutions they provide today and what products they will be 
introducing in the next few years. This assisted ADS members 
in staying competitive and understanding service opportuni-
ties available to them in the near future.

YouTube: Not Your Father’s Marketing Tool

Presented by: All-Star Panel

YouTube is growing exponentially, with more than 5 billion 
videos consumed every single day! This is much more traffic 
than any other platform out there. It is also the second largest 
search engine. It allows companies to provide content that is 
easy for viewers to consume and share.

Many ADS members are now actively utilizing YouTube to 
grow their brand, attract new customers and highlight career 
opportunities in the diesel service sector. This all-star panel 
of ADS members shared with attendees the success they have 
generated, how to get started, overcome challenges and best 
practices on generating results on YouTube.

Presentations (cont.)

BW_DD15-S410G_02-29-2024

Thursday, February 29, 2024 6:05:12 PM
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ADS would like to thank the sponsors for the 2026 Convention.
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The Founding 
of ADS

Following the conclusion of World 
War II in 1945, many veter-
ans were anxious to apply the 

knowledge and expertise of diesel fuel 
injection which they had developed 
during the war to a peace-time liveli-
hood. Over the next decade, numerous 
independent diesel service shops were 
established. 

Many of the shop owners started 
to have a series of discussions and 
telephone calls in the mid-1950s. Those 
discussions inspired a group of five men 
to gather on the morning of Saturday, 
October 6, 1956 at the Palmer House 
Hotel in Chicago, Illinois in what would 
later be known as the “formative meet-
ing” of the association. This meeting 
occurred just 58 years after the first 
commercial diesel engine in the world 
was installed. The group of five realized 
the real need to build a community for 
the independent diesel service industry 
to facilitate the exchange of ideas by 
industry participants. The excitement 
from that meeting moved the five men 
to call a meeting the very next month 
with broader participation.

Just a few days before the American 
Thanksgiving holiday, twenty-one men 
from sixteen companies that includ-
ed several manufacturer companies 
gathered on November 17, 1956, again 
at the Palmer House Hotel in Chicago.  
Those in attendance quickly agreed to 
create an association. It was decided 
that membership would be eligible 

for “companies or concerns engaged 
in servicing and selling diesel fuel 
injection equipment, governors and 
immediately related accessories.” It was 
agreed that companies supplying parts 
to the service industry would be eligible 
for associate membership. Multiple 
committees were formed, and Herb 
Wittersheim was unanimously elected 
as the association’s first president.

At this point, the association still did 
not have a name. Wittersheim asked 
for a discussion on the name of the 
association. A steering committee sug-
gested the name “Association of Diesel 
Specialists”.  Further suggestions from 
the floor were “Fuel Injection Techni-
cians Association”, “Diesel Association 
of Technicians” and “Diesel Specialists 
Association”. By a show of hands, it was 
decided that the name of the newly 
formed association would be the Asso-
ciation of Diesel Specialists (ADS). 

The group decided that the annual 
dues to be a member would be $25.

In 1957, ADS members would 
gather three times to adopt Bylaws and 
Articles of Incorporation. In December 
of 1957, the association published its 
first membership directory. It listed 54 
United States members, four Canadian 

members, one member in the Philip-
pines and one in Alaska (note that Alas-
ka did not become a state until 1959).

The Five Founders
The five founding fathers of ADS 
that met in Chicago in 1956 were Jim 
D’Aversa, Stan Franklin, Manuel Ger-
hardt, Ed Smith and Herb Wittersheim. 
They were members of the “greatest 
generation”.

Jim D’Aversa was from A&D Diesel 
Service in Brooklyn, New York. He 
was also known as “Jim with a grin” 
during his 18 years as ADS Treasurer. 
He became interested in diesels in 1937 
when he took a course at the Hemphill 
School in Long Island City, New York. 
During the war, Jim was in charge of 
all repairs to fuel injection equipment 
and governors at the US Army base in 
Brooklyn.

Stan Franklin was from Diesel 
Control Corporation in Wilmington, 
California. He was known as a “steam 
and diesel man” having cut his teeth on 
the old Burmeister & Wain and Winton 
engines in the Panama Canal Zone 
where he was employed from 1938 – 
1946. The historical records state that 
ADS’ third president Stan “has probably 
spent more time, energy and personal 
funds looking after the interests of ADS 
than anyone else.”

Manuel Gerhardt was from Ger-
hardt’s, Inc. in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

by Scott D. Parker, ADS
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1956-1959
H. E. Wittersheim

1959-1961 
Henry B. Sirotek

1962-1964 
Stan E. Franklin

1964-1966
Manuel A. Gerhardt

1966-1968
W. J. Connell

1968-1970
L. M. “Red” Ottenad

1970-1972
Lloyd A. Bailey

1972-1974
Fred Holmes

1974-1976
G. O. Reggio Jr.

1976-1978 
Marshall Hatch

1978-1980
Harry Vogler

1980-1982
Loyd Loveseth

1982-1984
Fred Schroeter

1984-1986 
Harold Klebanoff

1986-1988 
Eugene H. Schey

1988-1990 
Alton C. Deans

1990-1992
Steve Bailey

1992-1994 
James E. Blewitt

1994-1996
Jim Cavanaugh

1996-1998
Bruce Gerhardt

1998-2000
Harry Moore

2000-2002
Harry Ellison

2002-2004
Cam Mandel

2004-2006
Bob Breunig

2006-2008
Tom Folmar

2008-2010
Ken O’Brien

2010-2012
Chuck Hess

2012-2014
Andy Girres

2014-2016
Charles Oliveros

2016-2018 
Carl Fergueson

2018-2020
Laura Rountree

2020-2022
Al Roberts

2022-2024
Paul Thoms

2024-2026
Bryan Menke

ADS has had 34 Presidents, including the current ADS President, Bryan Menke.
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Phone
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E-mail
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He served as ADS’ fourth president. He 
was a motor machinist in the US Navy 
for more than eight years, including 3 ½ 
years in submarine service as a member 
of the famous “Bat Fish”.

Ed Smith was from North American 
Diesel Injection Co. in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. After leaving the Army 
in November 1945, Ed joined Sullivan 
Bothers in Philadelphia as a fuel injec-
tion trainee, where he remained until 
1954 when he joined North American 
as a working partner.

Herb Wittersheim was from Diesel 
Injection Sales & Service in Norfolk, 
Virginia. He started in the diesel busi-
ness in 1936 with E.M.D. Company. 
During World War II, he was pressed 
into service setting up diesel shops and 
schools at Fort Eustis, Virginia. After 
that, he spent a great deal of time in the 
education field. He served as ADS’ first 
president.

The Next Seven Decades
What started as a concept in 1956 to 
build a community for the diesel service 
industry quickly became a reality. Over 
the next 70 years, hundreds of com-
panies from around the world would 
join ADS. During that time, 34 Presi-
dents, hundreds of Board members and 
countless volunteers worked together to 
develop various services and products 
to provide value to members.

Diesel service shops faced many 
challenges during that time period. 
By working together, members of 
ADS faced these challenges head on 
and developed tools to help members 
thrive. An annual ADS Membership 
Directory was created to help members 
stay connected throughout the year. 
ADS’ Nozzle Chatter magazine was 
launched to provide valuable industry 
and association news to members. An 
international convention and trade 
show as well as regional meeting were 
launched to provide a gathering place 
for members to network. Later on, ADS 
would create its Parts Finder service 

to help members locate hard to find 
parts to better service their clients. ADS 
created a Nationwide Warranty service 
to help regional shops provide custom-
ers a warranty that could be accessed 
anywhere in the country.

State of the Association
We all owe a great deal to those that 
created and developed ADS over the 
many decades. 

Today, ADS is the leading diesel 
service industry trade association and is 
in a strong position to continue to serve 
its members in the future.

Something that has not changed 
since 1956: the real need to build and 
maintain a community for the indepen-
dent diesel service industry to facili-
tate the exchange of ideas by industry 
participants. n

AlliantPower.com
Scan or click  

to learn more &  
to receive a quote

Contact Us Today

Diesel Fuel Injection  
Repair Program

5 Alliant Power Service Centers: 
• Florida • Wisconsin • Colorado • Arizona • Oregon  

Authorized Fuel Shop Partners: 
Strategically located across the U.S.  

Every location features: 
 OE-certified technicians     State-of-the-art testing equipment 

 All major diesel brands supported 
 Backed by Alliant Power quality standards  

Testing & rebuilding. Fast, reliable service.

Nationwide Service Network
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50sADS Through the Decades
Throughout the seven decades that ADS has been leading the diesel aftermarket, the Association has grown 
with our members and continues to further the goal of helping connect and strengthen each and every corner 
of the industry. ADS has put together a “yearbook” for readers to see how the Association – and the world – has 
changed over the last seventy years.
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60s
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70s
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80s
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90s
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2000s
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2010s



2020s
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The Association of Diesel 
Specialists (ADS) announces 
a brand-new benefit called 

ADS 24/7. This new service, of-
fered exclusively to members at no 
charge, utilizes advanced technol-
ogy enabling members to network 
throughout the year.

“Association surveys consistently 
show that members find network-
ing to be the top value of mem-
bership,” stated ADS CEO Scott 
D. Parker. “In the past, networking 
through ADS generally happened 
at our in-person events. While 
the networking at ADS events are 
amazing, not every member can 
attend each of our events and the 
events only last a few days. Now, 
ADS members will be able to stay 
connected throughout the year.”

What is ADS 24/7?
ADS 24/7 is a digital member 
collaboration platform to promote 
networking, knowledge sharing and 

collaboration among ADS members. 
ADS 24/7 features a full mem-

bership directory with 1,500 
industry leaders across the globe. 
Members can search the directory 
for all members, service members 
only or vendors only. The service 
and vendor directories have filters 
so you can locate those you want to 
connect with easily. Members can 
add others as contacts within the 
system and send a message though 
ADS 24/7.

ADS 24/7 also features various 
communities that members can 
connect with one another, compare 
notes, exchange information, post 
questions, share knowledge and 
experiences. There are two ways 
to interact with the communities. 
Members can post questions and 
receive answers by logging into the 
website or they can simply send an 
email to a custom email address. 
Both will create a log of the infor-
mation to store so other members 

can search the system on that in the 
future. Each committee has its own 
community. In addition, the initial 
set of ADS communities members 
can join include:

•	 Drive-In Service Forum
•	 Test Bench Support Group
•	 Turbo Talk

Additional communities will be 
added in the future. If you would 
like to be added to one of these 
communities or suggest a new 
community, email communica-
tions@diesel.org.

How Do You Access ADS 24/7
Go to community.diesel.org or visit 
www.diesel.org and choose ADS 
24/7 under the Membership Tab.

Your username and password 
are the same as the www.diesel.org 
website. You can reset your pass-
word through the site or contact 
ADS at accounting@diesel.org for 
assistance. n

ADS 24/7
New Member Benefit Helps Members Efficiently Network All Year Long
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