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TOPICS
1. Committee composition.
2. National YN delegates affiliated to the committee.
3. Young Neurosurgeons Networking Receptions at the Annual Meetings.
4. Young Neurosurgeons Forum at EANS Annual Congress, Prague 2014.
5. 5th Annual YN Meeting in San Sebastian.
6. Collaboration with the Research Committee.
7. Collaboration with other EANS Committees.
8. Future Annual YN Meetings.
9. Succession of committee.
10. Community development.
11. Other suggested/planned activity.

1. Committee composition
Andreas Demetriades- Edinburgh, UK (Chairman)
Florian Ringel- Munich, Germany
Nico Sampron- San Sebastian, Spain
Dominique Kuhlen- Lugano, Switzerland
Hans Delye- Nijmegen, Netherlands
2. National YN delegates affiliated to the committee
This is a pilot project where a few young neurosurgeons were invited to act as
national delegates. It is envisaged that these would act as contacts in each country
member of the EANS and facilitate the flow of information about YN related
activities. These will also provide fertile ground for potential subsequent
participation into the YN committee per se. The initial experience is encouraging,
and it is hoped that this pilot scheme will be taken further by the new committee.
There is conceivably room for two delegates per country:
- a senior trainee on the training courses who will provide the link between
those completing the 4 year cycle and their subsequent involvement in the
YN community and annual YN meetings; and
- another young neurosurgeon specialist who will provide the link between the
young generation of qualified and practicing neurosurgeons.
The current group consists of:
Ricky Rasschaert- Belgium
Nikolay Velinov- Bulgaria
Gerrit Schubert- Germany
Dariusz Szarek- Poland
Wouter Moojen- Netherlands
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3. Young Neurosurgeons Networking Receptions at the Annual Meetings
In association with the Individual Membership committee, we have been running
networking receptions at the annual meetings throughout our term of office
(Bratislava, Tel Aviv, Prague, Madrid) and are grateful to the organising
committees of these annual meetings for their support. These receptions have
provided opportunities for social and professional interaction, and are deemed to
have been very useful indeed. We hope this continues. This year in Madrid there
will be two events:
a. Young Neurosurgeons tapas soirée: Monday 19th October: gather at
Mercado de San Miguel @ 20:30. Led by Nico Sampron and the
committee.
b. YN and IM drinks and tapas Networking reception: Tuesday 20 October
from 7-8pm.

4. Young Neurosurgeons Forum at EANS Annual Congress, Prague 2014 on
Technological advances in Neurosurgery: Brain-Machine Interface and Neuroprosthetics

We are grateful to the organizing committee of the 2014 Congress in Prague for
providing the space and time for the first such event, which run at the time of the
congress. In this morning parallel session, we explored the topic above with
contributors from USA, Switzerland, Spain and UK.

5. 5th Annual YN Meeting in San Sebastian, Spain, 1-3 May 2015
The fifth annual meeting of the young neurosurgeons was held at Palacio Kursaal,
San Sebastian. The topic was Dilemmas and Controversies in Neurooncology and
Skull Base Surgery, Incorporating the EANS Research Course Diploma.
A total of 45 participants and 28 faculty members from 17 countries attended the
meeting. Out of the participants, 25 registered choosing the discounted fee for EANS
Individual members (€350) and 20 chose the standard non-member registration fee
(€400). The registration fees for the faculty members were waived, but there was no
further funding provided (no honorarium, travel expenses refund, etc), in keeping
with EANS “tradition”. For the first time the administration was undertaken by the
EANS secretariat itself.
The meeting was awarded 15 European CME credits (ECMEC) by the European
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (EACCME). The academic
and social goals of the meeting were both successfully met in a collegiate atmosphere.
Feedback was highly positive. The great effort of the local host Nico Sampron, and
his Chairman Enrique Urculo, in helping organize this is gratefully acknowledged.
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6. Collaboration with the Research Committee in San Sebastian
During the congress in Prague 2014 we were approached by Juan Barcia and Peter
Hutchinson on behalf of the Research committee to explore potential collaboration.
Research courses had suffered a fall in attendance and a proposal was made to run
one research course together with the YN meeting. This carried some inherent risk
but with careful planning between the two committees we endeavoured to scatter the
content of the research diploma during the YN meeting. We believe this was a
success as some 50+ EANS research course diplomas were thus completed.
There is of course always room for improvement (eg optimisation of content and
avoiding lengthy days) but there has to be careful consideration on if and when and
how this might continue (eg every few years at least), as young neurosurgeons who
have completed it once might be reluctant to attend the YN meeting, something the
YN committee cannot afford. However, the experiment of “marrying the research
course” to another EANS activity is encouraging and other options do exist also. Our
thanks to Juan Barcia and his committee for a very fruitful collaboration in San
Sebastian.
7. Collaboration with other EANS Committees
Over the last four years we have worked closely with several of the other committees.
Our thanks to Panagiotis Selviaridis and the Postgraduate Education Committee for
input into all the annual YN meetings; Zvi Ram and the Neuro-oncology Committee;
Peter Vajkoczy and the Vascular Committee; Juan Barcia and the Research
Committee. We are also grateful to several individuals who have helped throughout
with their support, at the meetings and in the background; notably some faculty have
been present in every meeting and we thank them.
The support from the President of the society, Vladimir Benes, as well as the
President-elect André Grotenhuis is gratefully acknowledged.
8. Future Annual YN Meetings
When after the first two Innsbruck meetings we moved to London and changed to
specific focus/topic per meeting, we were hoping to create a trend identifiable to the
EANS Young Neurosurgeons. The committee has recently decided to hold the YN
meetings in London in alternate years, with the intervening year being a rotating
location. This will, on the one hand, allow the strengthening of the “branding” of the
YN getting together in London; and on the other hand, it will retain some of the
peripatetic nature of travel that is instilled during the EANS training courses.
Next meeting:

London @ The Royal College of Surgeons of England
7th-10th APRIL 2016
Topic: Posterior fossa and craniocervical junction.

The committee has agreed to employ the assistance of Aesculap Academia, as was
the case in the previous London meetings and as they enjoy significantly preferential
rates at that facility, whilst still maintaining a not-for-profit arrangement with the YN.
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Any excess money that is saved is to be kept for the exclusive use of the EANS YN
Committee and to be put into the running of the next meeting. All meetings so far
have been self-sufficient with no budget from within the EANS.

9. Succession of committee.
The committee has addressed this issue during two of its regular Skype meetings over
the last few months and it was unanimously agreed that we would recommend that
Florian Ringel runs for the position of the next Chair of the YN Committee 2015-17.
This is based on his highly active participation and effort over the last 4 years, and on
the committee’s desire for continuity on what has been built so far.
At the time of writing of this report there are in total three candidates running for this
post, which hopefully suggests that the outgoing committee has done a good job in
raising the awareness and profile of the European Young Neurosurgeons.
10. Community development.
There is some EANS activity on social media, with input from Amy Pinchbeck-Smith
as regards Facebook and Twitter. The YN have a Linkedin group, “European Young
Neurosurgeons”, which has continued to grow and now numbers in excess of 300
members. This is an area that the next committee might want to explore further.
11. Future suggested activity.
To continue with:
- Annual YN meetings as described above, our flagship event. These start
on a Friday and finish on Sunday noon, thus minimizing the required leave
people will need off work to a single day.
- Networking reception/ social gatherings in association with the IM
Committee at each Annual EANS Meeting.
To establish as part and parcel of the annual meeting programme a
Young Neurosurgeons Forum, ie a session to run as part of the
official meeting either in parallel or as a main session. Content can
address issues of academia, postgraduate training, setting up academic
or non-academic practice, etc. We hope that this can be repeated and
established in Athens 2016, where collaboration with/invitation to YN
from other organisations is envisaged.
Overall, it is my honour to hand over the Chair of the Young Neurosurgeons
Committee. I have no doubt that the EANS Young Neurosurgeons are motivated, keen
and capable to continue to grow the success of our ventures. This is a worthwhile
cause long term and I wish the new committee the best of luck and success.
My warm personal thanks to the outgoing committee for their support and
encouragement over the last 4 years.
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Andreas Demetriades.

6th ANNUAL EANS YOUNG NEUROSURGEONS MEETING
Cranio-Cervical Junction and Posterior Fossa
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, LONDON
7th-10th April 2016
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