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We believe that strong local education foundations (LEFs) are essential for communities to close opportunity gaps
and ensure educational success for all students. Our mission is to work with our members and partners to connect
individuals, organizations, and financial resources, building the capacity and effectiveness of LEFs.

The COVID-19 pandemic changed the landscape of education in the world. Amid the crisis, Florida’s local
education foundations are adapting current programs, responding to immediate student and teacher needs and
thinking ahead to what’s next to innovate teaching and learning with a focus on equity and addressing the needs
of our most vulnerable students. To date, we estimate that LEFs have raised more than $5 million in response
and relief efforts.

Florida’s LEFs Response Highlights

Adapting Existing Programs, Refocusing Support and Responding to New Needs

e Distance learning still generally requires students have basic school
supplies at home. LEFs with free teacher resource stores have developed
new systems to reach teachers and families with basic school supply and
hygiene items as well as hands-on science or literacy activities for
students. Stores have gone virtual by accommodating drive-through
shopping, providing delivery direct to teachers and coordinating with
community relief organizations while meeting safety and social
distancing guidelines.

e Others are also helping families with basic needs — surveying parents
and mentors to identify specific needs and augmenting district food
efforts. Futures Foundation for Volusia County Schools provided online

Brevard Schools Foundation

Walmart cards for struggling families. The Education Fund of Miami- N7 om0
Our small but mighty team of volunteers are busy packing 500 school supply

Dade distributed fresh produce from their school-based Food Forest Kits and 500 hygiene packs that wil be distributed this coming Saturday

(April 25) at a food distribution event provided by Farm Share and hosted by
State Representative Randy Fine . We are proud to be part of this wonderful

program. Many local education foundations have partnered with Farm it sfortio asestocal famiss i nesa
Share or similar organizations to provide support to families.




Since many LEFs have needed to move Take Stock in Children (TSIC)
mentoring sessions and college coaching online, some are using that
knowledge and those systems to help more students. Champions for
Learning (Collier County) shifted FAFSA support to online and webinar-
based resources that are available to all students in the state: Step-by-Step
FAFSA Instructional Video. The Education Foundation of Alachua County re-
invented their TSIC Mental Health Initiative to support all students in weekly
virtual sessions to help students connect, de-stress and build resilience: This

QuaranTEEN Life The Education Foundation of Alachua
County — wellness mini-series

Broward Education Foundation repurposed funds to allow teachers to a-
purchase what they need in their new “classrooms” — headsets, green bl o echare i BrowardCoury Pue Sehol gt suppies oy
need to teach our community’s children remotely during #COVID19.

They are reaching into their own pockets to build virtual class rooms and

boards, etc. In the Spring, Office Depot helped them develop a system for ol it o . i T oo MGk, oy

screens and so much more to keep students focused a

can help make it easier. Please visit htp://teachersupply

online purchasing for home delivery with a deep discount as well as a Joa mors and donate. aschorsuppyéie SECPtes
tracking system. Since that time, other foundations around the state have Help Educators

Remotely Teaching
started to work with Office Depot in similar fashion.

Our Community's Children

Some LEFs identified teacher leaders or community partners to share their
leading practices in online learning to support other teachers in maximizing
teaching and learning strategies in distance and hybrid learning
environments.

LEFs supported school and district efforts to recognize seniors through
scholarship programs and virtual graduation ceremonies.

> Hendry Public Schools Foundation .o ¢ Pinellas Education Foundation
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HPSF is super excited to participate and present ;:(s;:n?hlr\;«renr::]s:is :;\Jlulaalﬁaov:’irt:s fce;er:(:)‘:xly‘ Sva;h: h:::lt S;a:"e:‘auon U Ih)e} Education Fund @EducationFund
. PR n i 2 s ag
scholarships on behalf of Suncoast Credit Union, Fod p ek g 9 nours ago
d o 2 celebrating 11 innovative teams of high school students. We're so proud . . .

Hendry County Sodexo Food Service and... See More of everything these students accomplished throughout this school year. Join us for a new webinar: YouTube for Distance
C to our Next G Tech program winning teams! Learning Tuesday at 4 p.m. We're hosting yet another
First Place: ClimaTrek is a Bluetooth atmosphere monitoring device Live Q & A with our experts on Thursday. at 4:30 p.m.
developed by Palm Harbor University High School students student Register for our free webinars at educationfund.org.
S - ; ;
SesMa #edfundeducators #ideaswithimpact
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Helping educators transition to remote teaching.

WEBINAR

Tues: 4 PM: YouTube for Distance Learning

TUE, MAY 5 AT 11 AM

& Scholarship Ceremony CATALINA A Thursday: 4:30 PM: Ask the Experts, Live Q & A
R
Hendry Public Schools Foundation - ;inellas Education Foundation - L
The Education Fund (Miami-Dade) —

i Virtual Awards Ceremon
Scholarship Ceremony v distance learning support for teachers


https://www.hendry-schools.org/
https://www.pinellaseducation.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxO6u5RBTuo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxO6u5RBTuo&feature=youtu.be
https://educationfoundationsfl.org/i/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/04/Alachua-This-Quaranteen-Life-Webinars-Mini-Series.pdf
https://educationfoundationsfl.org/i/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/04/Alachua-This-Quaranteen-Life-Webinars-Mini-Series.pdf
https://educationfoundationsfl.org/i/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/04/Broward-COVID-19-Teacher-Supply-Drive-Press-Release.pdf
https://educationfoundationsfl.org/i/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/04/Alachua-This-Quaranteen-Life-Webinars-Mini-Series.pdf
https://educationfoundationsfl.org/i/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/04/Alachua-This-Quaranteen-Life-Webinars-Mini-Series.pdf
https://www.educationfund.org/what-we-do/programs/impact-ii/distance-learning-webinar.html

Digital Devices and Internet Connectivity

As Districts and schools identified digital device shortfalls with the goal of having one adequate device in

each household for students, several LEFs stepped up raising hundreds of thousands in a matter of days.

They continue to work through software and distribution issues. Some are providing additional devices in
households with multiple students.

Internet Connectivity — There have been lots of requests to pay for “Hot Spots” being deployed in low
income neighborhoods on school buses or in targeted locations. Some local education foundations are
helping with individual family internet connectivity, focusing on specific schools or student populations
such as transitional grades, seniors, etc. With nearly half of Florida’s 2.8 million K-12 students opting to
continue distance learning for the start of the 2020-21 school year, some LEFs are marshalling broader
community support for sustainable solutions to offer ongoing connectivity for low-income families.

Addressing Opportunity Gaps

Some foundations worked with their district partners to plan summer academic programs to stave off an
even bigger “summer slide” with vulnerable students losing significant academic gains from the transition
to distance learning combined with regular summer break.

Other LEFs proactively worked with students in scholarship programs to avoid a “summer melt” with
students who had been planning to go to college in the fall but could have become distracted and/or had
more challenging family circumstances.

T~ i ion of County, Inc.
Zwesy Education Foundation of Osceola County ... P 2@
E:‘-M" . 8t . e Did you know the Education Foundation is now offering virtual college and
N2 nrs career advising sessions?
Did you hear the great news? Our Annual Scholarship Meet Kate Dudek, our newest EFSC College Career Advisor at Sarasota
d . . | h High School. She brings more than 25 years of educational experience as

Awards Ceremony IS going VIRTUAL! We ope you a high school teacher and school counselor and originally hails from Texas!
can join us on May 20’ 2020 at 6100 pm ri... See More While practicing safer at home, Mrs. Dudek is joined by her dog Delilah,

and her favorite quarantine snack is Sour Cream Cheddar Ruffles.

She is looking forward to working with our Sarasota High School students.
To book a session with Mrs. Dudek, or another one of our advisors from a
different school, visit Launch Your Plan.

Education Foundation Virtual Annual
Scholarship Awards Ceremony

Education Foundation of Osceola County

% Interested Q\g/ A Share v

Wednesday. May 20, 2020 at 6 PM - 8 PM




Assisting with Safety Concerns for In-Person Instruction

e Local education foundations continue to work with districts to help meet immediate needs of teachers
and students. PPE needs are being addressed through a variety of partnerships. Grant funds are
supporting creative solutions to ensure safe learning environments.

Pasco Education Foundation
4d.Q

We would like to say @ Thank You @ to Suncoast Credit Union for
their donation of 12,000 reusable masks for Pasco County Schools
employees! #suncoastcu

@ Education Foundation of Lake County s
h-Q

A shout out to RAILS for their generous donation of
500 masks for Lake County Schools. Valued at
$2,500, the masks will be used for personal use and
protection when students and teachers go back to the
classroom on Monday. We appreciate our partners,
Consortium of Florida Education Foundations , for the
opportunity
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https://educationfoundationsfl.org/connect-with-your-local-education-foundation
mailto:marychance@cfef.net

