
Cl int  O’Neal  is  the Execut ive Di rector  of  the Arkansas Economic Development
Commiss ion.  C l in t  is  pass ionate  about  making a  d i fference by he lp ing
communi t ies  win  economic development  pro jects  and he lp ing companies  to  be
successfu l  in  Arkansas.  

C l in t  s tar ted h is  economic development  career  in  2007 as  a  Pro ject  Manager  at
AEDC.  He served as  the V ice Pres ident  of  Bus iness Recru i tment  for  the Missour i
Par tnersh ip  s tar t ing in  2011  before moving back to  h is  home state  in  2018 to  be
the Deput y  Di rector  of  G lobal  Bus iness at  AEDC.  Cl in t  was named Execut ive
Director  by Governor  Sarah Huckabee Sanders  in  January 2023.  

C l in t  is  a  graduate of  the Economic Development  Inst i tu te  at  the Univers i t y  of
Oklahoma and is  a  Cer t i f ied Economic Developer  through the In ternat iona l
Economic Development  Counci l .  He ho lds a  Master ’s  degree in  Communi t y  and
Economic Development  f rom the Univers i t y  of  Centra l  Arkansas.  
C l in t  and h is  wi fe ,  Heather,  l ive  in  Conway wi th  the i r  four  ch i ldren: ‌  
Ch loe,  E l l ie ,  Ava,  and Caleb.  

C l i n t  O ' N e a l  

A E D C  

Execut ive Di rector  



Deput y Di rector  

D e m e t r i a  K i m b ro u g h  
 ‌A r k a n s a s  D e p t . o f  E n e rg y

a n d  E nv i ro n m e n t , D E Q  

Demetria Kimbrough is the Deputy Director of the Office of Air Quality at the
Arkansas Division of Environmental Quality (DEQ). 

She has a Bachelor of Science degree in chemistry and mathematics from
Philander Smith College and a Master of Public Health degree with an emphasis on
Environmental and Occupational Health from the University of Arkansas for Medical
Sciences – Fay W. Boozman College of Public Health. 

Ms. Kimbrough has served in various capacities at DEQ, including Inspector
Supervisor, Enforcement Coordinator, Asbestos and Enforcement Supervisor, and
Environmental Operations Manager where she has worked diligently to advance
DEQ’s mission of protecting, enhancing, and restoring the natural environment for
the well-being of all Arkansans.



J e n n i f e r  P a r s l o w  i s  a n  E n e r g y  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t  P r o g r a m
S u p e r v i s o r  w i t h  t h e  A r k a n s a s  D i v i s i o n  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Q u a l i t y.  S h e  o v e r s e e s  l i c e n s i n g  p r o g r a m s ,  g r a n t s ,  f e e
a b a t e m e n t ,  f i n a n c i a l  a s s u r a n c e ,  a n d  t h e  t i r e  p r o g r a m  w i t h i n
t h e  O ff i c e  o f  L a n d  R e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o
r u l e m a k i n g  e ff o r t s  t h a t  s h a p e  s t a t e w i d e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
p o l i c y.  

J e n n i f e r  h a s  n i n e  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  D E Q  i n  s o l i d  w a s t e
a n d  m o r e  t h a n  2 1  y e a r s  i n  A r k a n s a s  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t .  S h e
h o l d s  a  B a c h e l o r ’s  d e g r e e  i n  G e n e r a l  S t u d i e s  f r o m  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  Te x a s  a n d  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g
r e g u l a t o r y  c o m p l i a n c e  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .

Program Superv isor  

J e n n i fe r  Pa r s l ow  
A E & E  /  D E Q  



O l i v i a  J o h n s o n  i s  t h e  L a b o r a t o r y  A c c r e d i t a t i o n  a n d  Q u a l i t y  A s s u r a n c e
M a n a g e r  f o r  t h e  O ff i c e  o f  Wa t e r  Q u a l i t y  i n  A r k a n s a s ’  D i v i s i o n  o f
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y.  O l i v i a  h a s  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  h e l p i n g  m i g r a t e
a l l  l a b o r a t o r y  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  u s e r s  f r o m  e P o r t a l  t o  S E E K ,  t h e
n e w  d a t a  m a n a g e m e n t  s y s t e m  f o r  D E Q.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h e r  a c c r e d i t a t i o n
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  O l i v i a  J o h n s o n  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  A r k a n s a s ʼs  D M R ‑ QA
C o o r d i n a t o r  a n d  h a s  h e l p e d  l e a d  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  o f  a l l  D M R ‑ QA  f o r m s  t o  S E E K ,
i m p r o v i n g  e ff i c i e n c y,  a c c u r a c y,  a n d  w o r k f l o w  c o n s i s t e n c y  s t a t e w i d e .

O l i v i a  J o h n s o n  b e g a n  h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c a r e e r  i n  2 0 2 0  a ft e r  e a r n i n g  h e r
B a c h e l o r  o f  S c i e n c e  i n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
E v a n s v i l l e .  S h e  f i r s t  w o r k e d  a s  a n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n t i s t  w i t h  G B M C  &
A s s o c i a t e s  b e f o r e  j o i n i n g  t h e  A r k a n s a s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n e r g y  &  E n v i r o n m e n t
i n  2 0 2 3  a s  a  Wa t e r  Q u a l i t y  S p e c i a l i s t  i n  t h e  O ff i c e  o f  Wa t e r  Q u a l i t y.  S h e  l a t e r
s e r v e d  a s  a  C h e m i s t  i n  O W Q ’s  w a t e r  l a b o r a t o r y,  p e r f o r m i n g  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f
w a t e r  q u a l i t y  a n a l y s e s  a n d  m a n a g i n g  l a r g e  l a b o r a t o r y  d a t a s e t s  b e f o r e
s t e p p i n g  i n t o  h e r  c u r r e n t  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e .Laboratory  Accredi ta t ion and

Qual i t y  Assurance Manager  

O l i v i a  J o h n s o n  
A E & E  /  D E Q  



Cynt ia  Lewis  is  the Associate  Dean,  Off ice of  Admiss ions & A lumni
Di rector  wi th  a  s t rong record of  leadersh ip  across petrochemica l ,
manufactur ing,  aerospace,  construct ion,  h igher  educat ion,  and other
industr ies . ‌  

She specia l izes  in  the development  and audi t ing of  Safet y  and Heal th
Management  Systems,  Industr ia l  Hygiene programs,  and Learn ing and
Development  in i t ia t ives that  s t rengthen compl iance,  reduce r isk ,  and
bui ld  susta inable  safet y  cu l tures . ‌  

Cynth ia  cur rent ly  serves as  Associate  Professor  and Associate  Dean for
Student  Recru i tment ,  A lumni  Affa i rs ,  and Outreach,  as  wel l  as  D i rector  of
the Off ice of  Profess iona l  Development  and Program Evaluat ion at  the
Fay W.  Boozman Col lege of  Publ ic  Heal th  at  UAMS.  

C i n d y  L ew i s  
UA M S  

Associate  Dean,
Off ice of  Admiss ions

& Alumni  D i rector.  



Mike Mi l ler  is  a  Senior  V ice Pres ident  and Nat iona l  Env i ronmenta l  Market  Leader  for  SCS Engineers ,
where he leads env i ronmenta l  s t rategy and technica l  d i rect ion across the f i rm's  82 off ices and more
than 1 ,400 employees.  Wi th  over  32 years  of  env i ronmenta l  consul t ing and management  exper ience,  he
has d i rected pro jects  throughout  the Uni ted States  and rout ine ly  suppor ts  c l ients  wi th  env i ronmenta l
due d i l igence re la ted to  mergers  and acquis i t ions,  rea l  estate  t ransact ions,  brownf ie ld  redevelopment ,
env i ronmenta l  audi t ing,  regulatory  compl iance,  permi t t ing,  p lanning,  and remediat ion. ‌
  
For  th is  presentat ion,  Mike br ings ex tens ive exper ience in  the development  and implementat ion of
env i ronmenta l ,  hea l th ,  and safet y  (EH&S)  programs for  complex,  mul t i -s i te  industr ia l  operat ions.  He has
successfu l ly  des igned and managed EH&S compl iance and r isk  management  in i t ia t ives across a  d iverse
range of  industr ies ,  inc lud ing agr icu l tura l  process ing,  chemica l  manufactur ing,  d is t r ibut ion and
transpor tat ion,  meta ls ,  manufactur ing,  and pharmaceut ica l  operat ions. ‌
  
Mike is  a  Cer t i f ied Hazardous Mater ia ls  Manager  (CHMM) wi th  specia l ized exper t ise  in  Resource
Conservat ion and Recovery Act  RCRA)  compl iance and hazardous waste  management .  He has
conducted mul t imedia  compl iance audi ts  for  organizat ions ranging f rom s ing le-s i te  fac i l i t ies  to  large,
geographica l ly  d ispersed enterpr ises,  inc lud ing engagements  per formed under  vo luntary  compl iance
programs,  audi t  pr iv i lege protect ions,  and regulatory  enforcement  act ions.  H is  exper ience spans waste
character izat ion,  handl ing and s torage pract ices,  waste  prof i l ing,  permi t t ing,  t ranspor tat ion,  and the
management  and d isposa l  of  hazardous,  specia l ,  and non-hazardous waste  s t reams.  Th is  depth and
breadth of  exper ience un iquely  pos i t ion h im to  he lp  c l ients  nav igate  complex waste  management
chal lenges whi le  mainta in ing regulatory  compl iance and operat iona l  eff ic iency.  

Senior  V ice Pres ident  

M i ke  M i l l e r  
N a t i o n a l  E nv i ro n m e n t a l

S e r v i c e s  



Buck is a senior scientist and the endangered species permit lead for Olsson. He has 20 years of experience in
natural resources management with an emphasis on Endangered Species Act (ESA) compliance, endangered
species assessments, and environmental permitting. 

He previously served more than eight years with the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation in various
roles including manager of the Stream Management and Restoration Program, statewide coordinator for the
Environmental Program, and aquatic biologist for the Wildlife Diversity Program.

Buck holds a federal ESA Section 10 Recovery Permit for more than a dozen listed species in multiple taxonomic
groups across the Midwest. His expertise includes performing survey and status assessments of listed and rare
species across the Midwest and providing technical state and federal regulatory permitting expertise on projects
including Clean Water Act Section 404 permitting, ESA Section 7 and Section 10 consultation, and National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) coordination. 

As a project manager and technical expert, Buck assists clients including private developers, municipalities,
state and federal agencies, and engineers through the environmental compliance process and implementation
of regulatory compliance programs during project planning and final design.

Senior  Sc ient is t  

B u c k  Ray  

O l s s o n  



With more than 30 years of experience in the environmental services
industry, this speaker brings extensive expertise in remediation,
waste disposal, wastewater treatment, emergency management,
PFAS and AFFF services, and environmental consulting. 

Their career combines deep industry knowledge with a strong
background in customer relations, helping organizations navigate
environmental challenges and identify practical solutions.

Dist r ic t  Manager  

M i ke  Rey n o l d s  

C l e a n  H a r b o r s
E nv i ro n m e n t a l  S e r v i c e s  



Ray is an environmental engineer with Olsson who focuses on
environmental permitting and compliance. Ray holds a master's
degree in Agricultural Engineering from the University of Missouri -
Columbia and is licensed as a PE in 12 states. Ray has worked in
the environmental field for 33 years with 7 years spent with DEQ as
a no-discharge and NPDES permit writer and 26 years with FTN
and Olsson. At Olsson, Ray specializes in NPDES permitting,
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans (SWPPPs), and Spill
Prevention Control and Countermeasure (SPCC) plans.  

Senior  Engineer  

Ray  We i d a  

O l s s o n  



Walter Wright has more than 30 years of extensive experience in environmental, energy
(petroleum marketing) and water law.  He counsels clients on issues involving
environmental permits, compliance strategies, enforcement defense, property
redevelopment issues, environmental impact statements and procurement/management
of water rights. He advises developers, lenders, petroleum marketers and others about
effective strategies for structuring real estate and corporate transactions to address
environmental financial risks. 

Walter has a unique petroleum marketing practice which includes drafting and the
negotiation of a variety of specialized agreements involving the sale or consignment of
motor fuels, along with the ancillary agreements associated with the upstream segment
of the petroleum industry. Since 1989, he has served as an adjunct professor of
Environmental Law and Hazardous Substances Law at the University of Arkansas at Little
Rock, William H. Bowen School of Law and he is the author of the Arkansas
Environmental, Energy and Water Law blog.Attorney

Wa l te r  G . Wr i g h t  
M i tc h e l l  W i l l i a m s

L a w  F i r m  

https://www.mitchellwilliamslaw.com/blog?category=7989
https://www.mitchellwilliamslaw.com/blog?category=7989


Meredith Lowry is a partner and registered patent attorney at Wright Lindsey
Jennings, where her practice focuses on acquisition and licensing of various
aspects of intellectual property rights for companies working in the retail space.
From the products on the shelf, the packages they go in, and the platforms
they’re sold on, Meredith advises businesses on intellectual property concerns
and data privacy and security matters. 

Meredith is a frequent speaker on design patents, artificial intelligence, and
women’s entrepreneurship. Meredith spearheaded the firm’s Woman-Run
initiative to support woman- and minority-owned businesses and entrepreneurs
through networking, mentorship, education and resources. Meredith was
recently appointed chair of the Artificial Intelligence Task Force of the Arkansas
Bar Association, which will develop recommendations and resources for AI use
in the legal profession.

Par tner  

M e re d i t h  L ow r y  

Wr i g h t , L i n d s ey,
J e n n i n g s  



Shannon Lynn serves as a Principal Consultant overseeing day-to-day operations of Trinity’s
Little Rock office, managing the consulting staff while assisting the regulated community of
Arkansas and western Tennessee with a variety of environmental compliance issues. He is
involved in state, Title V, and Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) permitting projects,
the evaluation of control and monitoring technologies, and MACT compliance assistance. 

Shannon has significant compliance support, permitting, and auditing experience in the
chemical, oil and gas, agricultural, and general manufacturing industries. He has managed
permitting projects ranging from minor modifications to multi-billion dollar capital projects. He
has performed consent decree-based and internally driven compliance audits at chemical plants
with topics ranging from general Title V compliance to historical PSD applicability issues. He also
serves as an instructor for Trinity’s training course, Air Quality Permitting in Arkansas, and is a
frequent speaker at multiple industry workshops.

Pr inc ipa l  Consul tant  

S h a n n o n  Ly n n  

Tr i n i t y  C o n s u l t a n ts  



Eric Beightel is the Federal Strategy Director at Environmental Science Associates (ESA), where he leads
the firm’s federal policy practice and advises public- and private-sector clients on infrastructure policy,
environmental review, permitting, and project delivery. He previously served as the Presidentially
appointed Executive Director of the Federal Permitting Improvement Steering Council, the federal agency
responsible for improving the transparency, predictability, and timeliness of the federal environmental
review and authorization process for major infrastructure projects.

Eric recently testified before Congress on federal permitting reform and the institutional changes needed
to deliver infrastructure more efficiently while maintaining credible environmental review. Drawing on
experience spanning federal policy and project implementation, he helps organizations understand how
legislative, regulatory, and administrative changes affect infrastructure development in practice.
His current work also focuses on the intersection of artificial intelligence, permitting, and public policy. He
is advancing AI-enabled tools and approaches that make complex federal requirements more accessible,
strengthen policy analysis, and help practitioners navigate an increasingly dynamic permitting landscape.
Eric is a frequent speaker on federal infrastructure policy, permitting reform, and the role of emerging
technology in environmental decision-making.Federa l  St rategy Di rector  

E r i c  B e i g h te l  
E nv i ro n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e

As s o c i a te s  



A s  a n  a t t o r n ey  re c o g n i ze d  w i t h  M a r t i n d a l e - H u b b e l l ’s  h i g h e s t  r a t i n g  ( AV-
D i s t i n g u i s h e d ) ,  M a r k  i s  h i g h l y  re g a rd e d  by  c l i e n t s  a n d  t h e  l e g a l  c o m m u n i t y  o n
t h e  w h o l e  fo r  h i s  e t h i c a l  s t a n d a rd s ,  ex p e r i e n c e  a n d  p rove n  re c o rd  a s  o n e  o f  t h e
l e a d i n g  e nv i ro n m e n t a l  l a w ye r s  i n  A r k a n s a s .  C o m p a n i e s  l a rg e  a n d  s m a l l  t u r n  t o
M a r k  a n d  h i s  t e a m  t o  h e l p  n av i g a t e  re g u l a t o r y  i s s u e s .  T h ro u g h o u t  h i s  m o re  t h a n
3 5  ye a r s  i n  p r a c t i c e .  

M a r k  u s e s  h i s  i n - d e p t h  k n ow l e d g e  a n d  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  re p re s e n t  h i s
c l i e n t s ’  i n t e re s t s  w h e t h e r  i n  t h e  b o a rd ro o m ,  l e g i s l a t i ve  o r  re g u l a t o r y  a g e n cy  o r
t h e  c o u r t s .  M a r k  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( n a t u r a l
re s o u rc e s ,  e nv i ro n m e n t a l  a n d  e n e rg y  l a w,  s c i e n c e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  l a w  f i r m
m a n a g e m e n t  s e c t i o n s ) ;  A r k a n s a s  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( p a s t  c h a i r,  e nv i ro n m e n t a l  l a w
a n d  a g r i c u l t u re  s e c t i o n s ;  t e n u re d  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  D e l e g a t e s ) ;  A r k a n s a s
B a r  Fo u n d a t i o n  ( p a s t  b o a rd  m e m b e r ) ;  a n d  A r k a n s a s  E nv i ro n m e n t a l  Fe d e r a t i o n
( b o a rd  m e m b e r ) .

Par tner  

M a r k  A l l i s o n  

Wr i g h t , L i n d s ey,
J e n n i n g s  



Sean McCarron is a Certified Safety Professional (CSP) and licensed occupational
therapist for Onterris. He has 20 years of health, safety, and environmental experience in
the healthcare, manufacturing, oil/gas, and utility industries. His expertise includes
managing projects to include environmental due diligence, HSE management systems, and
behavior-based safety. 

He has been responsible for leading health and safety teams to support injury and spill
prevention and regulatory compliance in the Arkansas Fayetteville Shale and other oil and
gas plays. He has developed leadership training, operations startup, safety and emergency
procedures, and operational therapy. His strengths include leadership, project
management, time management, problem solving, and public speaking.

CSP 

S e a n  M c C a r ro n  

O n te r r i s  



B r i t t  S c h e e r  i s  t h e  D i re c t o r  o f  Fa c i l i t y  A ffa i r s  fo r  Ve o l i a  -  G u m  S p r i n g s  O p e r a t i o n s  i n
A r k a d e l p h i a ,  A r k a n s a s .  H e  i s  re s p o n s i b l e  fo r  P u b l i c  A ffa i r s ,  G ove r n m e n t  A ffa i r s ,  Re g u l a t o r y
A ffa i r s ,  a n d  U n i o n  M a n a g e m e n t  a s  we l l  a s  ove r a l l  E nv i ro n m e n t a l  Re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  fo r  t h e
fa c i l i t y.  B r i t t  a l s o  a s s i s t s  i n  d eve l o p m e n t  o f  n ew  p ro j e c t s ,  t e c h n i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  c u r re n t
o p e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  s o m e  key  a c c o u n t  c o m m e rc i a l  re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  B r i t t  w a s  t h e  G e n e r a l
M a n a g e r  o f  t h e  G u m  S p r i n g s  fa c i l i t y  fo r  a  t o t a l  o f  1 2 - ye a r s  a n d  l e d  t h e  c o m m e rc i a l i z a t i o n  o f
t h e  p l a n t  fo r  A l c o a  a s  we l l  a s  b e i n g  key  i n  fa c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n  t o  Ve o l i a .  

B r i t t  i s  a n  A r k a n s a s  n a t i ve  a n d  g r a d u a t e  o f  A r k a n s a s  Te c h  U n i ve r s i t y,  h e  h a s  a l s o  e a r n e d  a
M S  i n  E nv i ro n m e n t a l  E n g i n e e r i n g .  H e  h a s  a  b ro a d  r a n g e  o f  g l o b a l  ex p e r i e n c e  i n
E nv i ro n m e n t a l ,  H e a l t h ,  a n d  S a fe t y,  S i x- S i g m a ,  L e a n  M a n u fa c t u r i n g ,  P ro d u c t i o n  M a n a g e m e n t ,
C o m m e rc i a l  S a l e s / N e g o t i a t i o n ,  C h a n g e  M a n a g e m e n t ,  Va l u e  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n / O p t i m i z a t i o n ,  a n d
b o t h  P u b l i c  a n d  Re g u l a t o r y  A ffa i r s ,  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  H a z a rd o u s  Wa s t e  I n c i n e r a t i o n / L a n d f i l l
a n d  P r i m a r y  A l u m i n u m  P ro d u c t i o n .  

B r i t t  i s  p ro u d  t o  h ave  re t i re d  f ro m  A l c o a  w i t h  24 - ye a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  h av i n g  h e l d  ro l e s  a t
s eve r a l  l o c a t i o n s  w i t h  p ro g re s s i ve  l e a d e r s h i p  re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  ove r  h i s  c a re e r.  B r i t t  h a s
wo r ke d  fo r  Ve o l i a  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 0  a n d  l o o k s  fo r w a rd  t o  c o m m i s s i o n i n g  t h e  G u m  S p r i n g s
M o d e r n i z a t i o n  P ro j e c t  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  t o  wo r k  t o  s e c u re  j o b s  a n d  p ro j e c t s  fo r  Ve o l i a  i n
A r k a n s a s .  

Director  of  Fac i l i t y
Affa i rs ‌  

B r i tt  S c h e e r ‌  

Ve o l i a  



Laura Har t l ine  Weems is  the in ter im Pres ident  of  the Amer ican Industr ia l
Hygiene Associat ion (AIHA)  Arkansas Local  Sect ion,  Chai r  of  the AIHA
Inc ident  Preparedness Work ing Group,  and Past  Chai r  of  the AIHA Safet y
Committee.  She is  cur rent ly  a  Federa l  safet y  and occupat iona l  hea l th
manager.  Pr ior  to  enter ing Federa l  serv ice as  a  c iv i l ian ,  Laura  served 20
years  as  an off icer  in  the U.S.  Coast  Guard focus ing on the areas of
pol lu t ion prevent ion,  emergency response,  and worker  hea l th  and safet y. ‌  

Whi le  in  the Coast  Guard,  she earned a  Master  of  Sc ience degree f rom the
Univers i t y  of  Massachusetts ,  Lowel l  in  Industr ia l  Hygiene and la ter  earned
another  Master  of  Sc ience degree in  Emergency Management  and
Homeland Secur i t y  f rom Arkansas Tech,  thereby combin ing her  two main
interests .  Ms.  Weems is  cer t i f ied in  the f ie lds  of  Industr ia l  Hygiene,  Safet y
Profess iona l ,  and Hazardous Mater ia ls  Manager.  
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U p o n  g r a d u a t i n g ,  I  j o i n e d  D i s c o r d  A g e n c y,  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  e s p o r t s  a n d  t e c h  i n d u s t r y.  M y  r o l e
i n v o l v e d  d e s i g n i n g  a n d  m a n a g i n g  b r a n d e d  D i s c o r d  s e r v e r s ,  f o s t e r i n g  c o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e n t ,
a n d  l e a d i n g  s a l e s  e ff o r t s .  T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  s o l i d i f i e d  m y  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  e s p o r t s
c o m m u n i t y.

M y  j o u r n e y  t o o k  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t u r n  w h e n  I  j o i n e d  M i c r o - B a c  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a t  i t s  l o w e s t  p o i n t .
A s  t h e  h e a d  o f  G l o b a l  B u s i n e s s  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  S a l e s ,  I  f a c e d  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  r e v i t a l i z i n g
t h e  c o m p a n y.  W i t h  n o  e m p l o y e e s  l e ft  t o  t e a c h  o r  t r a i n  m e ,  I  r e l i e d  o n  f o r m e r  e m p l o y e e s ,
i n d u s t r y  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  b o r r o w e d  t e x t b o o k s ,  a n d  e x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  p a s t  c a s e  s t u d i e s .  I
m e t i c u l o u s l y  r e a d  e m a i l  t r a n s c r i p t s  a n d  t a u g h t  m y s e l f  e v e r y t h i n g  n e e d e d  t o  r e b u i l d  M i c r o - B a c
i n  t h e  o i l  f i e l d .

I n  m y  r o l e  a t  M i c r o - B a c  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  I  f o c u s e d  o n  i m p r o v i n g  e d u c a t i o n ,  e n h a n c i n g  d i s t r i b u t o r
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  a n d  d r i v i n g  s a l e s  g o a l s .  I  b u i l t  a  s t r o n g  t e a m  a n d  a c h i e v e d  s i g n i f i c a n t
m i l e s t o n e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t r a n s f o r m i n g  o i l - c o n t a m i n a t e d  p l a y  s a n d  b a c k  i n t o  u s a b l e  p l a y  s a n d  a n d
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  p r o f i t a b i l i t y.

W i t h  c a r e f u l  p l a n n i n g ,  d e l i b e r a t e  a c t i o n ,  a n d  m e a s u r e d  s t e p s ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n
t u r n i n g  M i c r o - B a c  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n t o  a  s u c c e s s f u l  b a c t e r i a  m a n u f a c t u r e r.  T h e  c o m p a n y  w a s
r e c e n t l y  a w a r d e d  t h e  Wo r l d  P e t r o l e u m  C o n g r e s s ’s  a w a r d  f o r  i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  e x c e l l e n c e  i n
2 0 2 4 .

M y  j o u r n e y  f r o m  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  e s p o r t s  s t r e a m e r / c a s t e r  t o  t r a v e l i n g  t h e  w o r l d  w o r k i n g  i n
e s p o r t s ,  a n d  n o w  s c a l i n g  a  b a c t e r i a  m a n u f a c t u r e r,  e x e m p l i f i e s  m y  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  c o n t i n u o u s
l e a r n i n g  a n d  g r o w t h .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w i t h  c a r e f u l  p l a n n i n g  a n d  d e l i b e r a t e  a c t i o n ,  w e  c a n
a c h i e v e  o u r  g o a l s .

 ‌Owner  and Vice Pres ident  of  Bus iness
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D r.  J o h n  R .  C h r i s t y  i s  t h e  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  P r o f e s s o r  o f  A t m o s p h e r i c  S c i e n c e  a n d  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  E a r t h  S y s t e m
S c i e n c e  C e n t e r  a t  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a b a m a  i n  H u n t s v i l l e  w h e r e  h e  b e g a n  s t u d y i n g  g l o b a l  c l i m a t e  i s s u e s  i n  1 9 8 7.
S i n c e  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 0  h e  h a s  b e e n  A l a b a m a ' s  S t a t e  C l i m a t o l o g i s t .  I n  1 9 8 9  D r.  R o y  W.  S p e n c e r  ( t h e n  a
N A S A / M a r s h a l l  s c i e n t i s t  a n d  n o w  a  P r i n c i p a l  R e s e a r c h  S c i e n t i s t  a t  U A H )  a n d  C h r i s t y  d e v e l o p e d  a  g l o b a l
t e m p e r a t u r e  d a t a  s e t  f r o m  m i c r o w a v e  d a t a  o b s e r v e d  f r o m  s a t e l l i t e s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1 9 7 9 .  

F o r  t h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  t h e  S p e n c e r - C h r i s t y  t e a m  w a s  a w a r d e d  N A S A' s  M e d a l  f o r  E x c e p t i o n a l  S c i e n t i f i c
A c h i e v e m e n t  i n  1 9 9 1 .  I n  1 9 9 6 ,  t h e y  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  a  S p e c i a l  Aw a r d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
S o c i e t y  " f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  a  g l o b a l ,  p r e c i s e  r e c o r d  o f  e a r t h ' s  t e m p e r a t u r e  f r o m  o p e r a t i o n a l  p o l a r - o r b i t i n g  s a t e l l i t e s ,
f u n d a m e n t a l l y  a d v a n c i n g  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  m o n i t o r  c l i m a t e ."  I n  J a n u a r y  2 0 0 2  C h r i s t y  w a s  i n d u c t e d  a s  a  F e l l o w  o f  t h e
A m e r i c a n  M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y.

D r.  C h r i s t y  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  a  C o n t r i b u t o r  ( 1 9 9 2 ,  1 9 9 4 ,  1 9 9 6  a n d  2 0 0 7 )  a n d  L e a d  A u t h o r  ( 2 0 0 1 )  f o r  t h e  U . N .  r e p o r t s
b y  t h e  I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  P a n e l  o n  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s a t e l l i t e  t e m p e r a t u r e s  w e r e  i n c l u d e d  a s  a  h i g h -
q u a l i t y  d a t a  s e t  f o r  s t u d y i n g  g l o b a l  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e .  H e  h a s  s e r v e d  o n  f i v e  N a t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l  p a n e l s  o r
c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  h a s  p e r f o r m e d  r e s e a r c h  f u n d e d  b y  N A S A ,  N OA A ,  D O E ,  D O T  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a b a m a  a n d  h a s
p u b l i s h e d  m a n y  a r t i c l e s  i n c l u d i n g  s t u d i e s  a p p e a r i n g  i n  S c i e n c e ,  N a t u r e ,  J o u r n a l  o f  C l i m a t e  a n d  T h e  J o u r n a l  o f
G e o p h y s i c a l  R e s e a r c h .  D r.  C h r i s t y  h a s  p r o v i d e d  t e s t i m o n y  t o  s e v e r a l  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e s .

D r.  C h r i s t y  w a s  m a r r i e d  t o  t h e  f o r m e r  B a b s  J o s l i n  f o r  a l m o s t  3 9  y e a r s  u n t i l  h e r  d e a t h  i n  2 0 1 4  o f  c a n c e r.  S h e  w a s  a
f e l l o w  m i s s i o n a r y  w h o m  h e  m e t  i n  Ke n y a .  T h e i r  t w o  m a r r i e d  c h i l d r e n  a r e ,  M r s .  A l i s o n  F i e l d s ,  a n  A p p l i e d  M a t h
g r a d u a t e  o f  A u b u r n  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  B r i a n ,  a  P h y s i c s / M a t h  g r a d u a t e  o f  A u b u r n  a n d  P h D  g r a d u a t e  f r o m  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
M a r y l a n d .  H e  i s  n o w  a  P o s t - D o c  P h y s i c i s t  a t  F r a n k l i n  a n d  M a r s h a l l  U n i v e r s i t y.  G a r e t  a n d  A l i s o n  F i e l d s  a r e  p a r e n t s
o f  t h r e e  o f  t h e i r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  a n d  B r i a n  a n d  K r i s t e n  C h r i s t y  o f  t w o  m o r e .  R e c e n t l y,  D r.  C h r i s t y  a n d  S h e r r y
U p s h a w,  A s s o c i a t e  M i n i s t e r  o f  M u s i c  a n d  O r g a n i s t  a t  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  H u n t s v i l l e ,  w e r e  j o i n e d  i n  m a r r i a g e .  D r.
C h r i s t y ' s  f a v o r i t e  h o b b y  i s  g o l d  p a n n i n g  w h i c h  h e  d e v e l o p e d  a s  a  t e e n a g e r  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a n d  h e  a l s o  r u n s ,
c o m p l e t i n g  r a c e s  f r o m  2  t o  3 1 .1  m i l e s  o v e r  r u g g e d  t e r r a i n .

Professor  

J o h n  R . C h r i s t y, P h . D.  
U n i ve r s i t y  o f  A l a b a m a  



C h r i s  C o l c l a s u r e  h a s  w o r k e d  i n  c o n s e r v a t i o n  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f
A r k a n s a s  f o r  2 5  y e a r s .  H e  i s  t h e  c u r r e n t  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N a t u r a l
R e s o u r c e s  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  A r k a n s a s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e .  A
p o s i t i o n  h e  h a s  h e l d  s i n c e  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 1 .  I n  h i s  c u r r e n t  r o l e ,  h e
g u i d e s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a s  t h e y  c o n s e r v e  a n d  m a n a g e  t h e  s t a t e ’s  l a n d  a n d
w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t o d a y,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f u t u r e .  

P r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  h e  s e r v e d  a s  a  D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  a t  t h e  A r k a n s a s  G a m e
a n d  F i s h  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  a n d  s u p e r v i s e d  a n d  l e d  m o s t  o f
t h e  m a j o r  a g e n c y  d i v i s i o n s  d u r i n g  h i s  t e n u r e .  H e  a l s o  w o r k e d  1 4
y e a r s  f o r  t h e  A r k a n s a s  N a t u r a l  H e r i t a g e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  s e r v i n g  t h r e e
y e a r s  a s  t h e  a g e n c y  d i r e c t o r,  a n d  t w o  y e a r s  a t  t h e  A r k a n s a s  S o i l  a n d
Wa t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n .  P r i o r  t o  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ,  h e
w o r k e d  o n  a  f i s h  f a r m  i n  H u n t e r,  A r k a n s a s  a n d  o w n e d  h i s  o w n
r e s i d e n t i a l  p a i n t i n g  b u s i n e s s .

Director  

C h r i s  C o l c l a s u re  
A r k a n s a s  D e p a r t m e n t

o f  Ag r i c u l t u re  



R o b y  B r o c k  i s  t h e  C E O  o f  N a t u r a l  S t a t e  M e d i a ,  p a r e n t  c o m p a n y  f o r  Ta l k  B u s i n e s s  &  P o l i t i c s  a n d
T h e  N o r t h w e s t  A r k a n s a s  B u s i n e s s  J o u r n a l .

B r o c k  i s  t h e  h o s t  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  p r o d u c e r  o f  Ta l k  B u s i n e s s  &  P o l i t i c s ,  a  1 9 - y e a r  o l d  m u l t i - m e d i a
n e w s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e p o r t i n g  o n  b u s i n e s s  a n d  p o l i t i c s  i n  A r k a n s a s .

U n d e r  B r o c k ’s  d i r e c t i o n ,  c o n t e n t  i s  d r i v e n  t h r o u g h  m a n y  c h a n n e l s  s u c h  a s  t h e  Ta l k  B u s i n e s s  &
P o l i t i c s  T V  s h o w,  w h i c h  a i r s  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g s  a t  9 : 3 0  a m  o n  K AT V  C h a n n e l  7,  1 0  a m  o n  K A I T ʼs
N B C  a ff i l i a t e ,  a n d  1 0 : 3 0  a m  o n  K F S M  C h a n n e l  5  i n  N o r t h w e s t  A r k a n s a s .

B r o c k  a l s o  m o d e r a t e s  r a d i o  p r o g r a m s  o n  N P R  a ff i l i a t e s  s t a t e w i d e  a n d  a  d a i l y  d i g i t a l  n e w s c a s t  a t
Ta l k B u s i n e s s . n e t .  I n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  H e n d r i x  C o l l e g e ,  Ta l k  B u s i n e s s  &  P o l i t i c s  c o n d u c t s
s t a t e w i d e  p o l l i n g  o n  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  b u s i n e s s  i s s u e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r.

T B & P  a l s o  r e p o r t s  t h r o u g h  a  s u b s c r i p t i o n  m a g a z i n e ,  d a i l y  e - n e w s l e t t e r s  a n d  w e b  r e p o r t s
f e a t u r i n g  s t a t e  b u s i n e s s  p r o f i l e s ,  i n d u s t r y  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n s .

I n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 6 ,  N a t u r a l  S t a t e  M e d i a  a c q u i r e d  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  A r k a n s a s  B u s i n e s s  J o u r n a l  a n d
i s  e x p a n d i n g  i t s  c o v e r a g e  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  I n  M a r c h  2 0 1 8 ,  Ta l k  B u s i n e s s  &  P o l i t i c s  w i l l
l a u n c h  a  n e w  p r i n t  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  N o r t h e a s t  A r k a n s a s .

Journa l is t  

Ro by  B ro c k  
Ta l k  B u s i n e s s  &  Po l i t i c s  
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