
Cl int  O’Neal  is  the Execut ive Di rector  of  the Arkansas Economic Development
Commiss ion.  C l in t  is  pass ionate  about  making a  d i fference by he lp ing communi t ies

win economic development  pro jects  and he lp ing companies  to  be successfu l  in
Arkansas.  

C l in t  s tar ted h is  economic development  career  in  2007 as  a  Pro ject  Manager  at
AEDC.  He served as  the V ice Pres ident  of  Bus iness Recru i tment  for  the Missour i
Par tnersh ip  s tar t ing in  2011  before moving back to  h is  home state  in  2018 to  be

the Deput y  Di rector  of  G lobal  Bus iness at  AEDC.  Cl in t  was named Execut ive
Director  by Governor  Sarah Huckabee Sanders  in  January 2023.  

C l in t  is  a  graduate of  the Economic Development  Inst i tu te  at  the Univers i t y  of
Oklahoma and is  a  Cer t i f ied Economic Developer  through the In ternat iona l

Economic Development  Counci l .  He ho lds a  Master ’s  degree in  Communi t y  and
Economic Development  f rom the Univers i t y  of  Centra l  Arkansas.  

C l in t  and h is  wi fe ,  Heather,  l ive  in  Conway wi th  the i r  four  ch i ldren:  Chloe,  E l l ie ,
Ava,  and Caleb.  
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Laura Har t l ine  Weems is  the in ter im Pres ident  of  the Amer ican
Industr ia l  Hygiene Associat ion (AIHA)  Arkansas Local  Sect ion,  Chai r  of
the AIHA Inc ident  Preparedness Work ing Group,  and Past  Chai r  of  the

AIHA Safet y  Committee.  She is  cur rent ly  a  Federa l  safet y  and
occupat iona l  hea l th  manager.  Pr ior  to  enter ing Federa l  serv ice as  a
c iv i l ian ,  Laura  served 20 years  as  an off icer  in  the U.S.  Coast  Guard
focus ing on the areas of  po l lu t ion prevent ion,  emergency response,

and worker  hea l th  and safet y. ‌  

Whi le  in  the Coast  Guard,  she earned a  Master  of  Sc ience degree f rom
the Univers i t y  of  Massachusetts ,  Lowel l  in  Industr ia l  Hygiene and la ter
earned another  Master  of  Sc ience degree in  Emergency Management

and Homeland Secur i t y  f rom Arkansas Tech,  thereby combin ing her  two
main in terests .  Ms.  Weems is  cer t i f ied in  the f ie lds  of  Industr ia l

Hygiene,  Safet y  Profess iona l ,  and Hazardous Mater ia ls  Manager.  

L a u ra  We e m s  
A I H A  

Member  



C i n d y  L ew i s  
UA M S  

Cynt ia  Lewis  is  an exper ienced Safet y,  Heal th ,  and Tra in ing
Profess iona l  wi th  a  s t rong record of  leadersh ip  across petrochemica l ,
manufactur ing,  aerospace,  construct ion,  h igher  educat ion,  and other

industr ies . ‌  

She specia l izes  in  the development  and audi t ing of  Safet y  and Heal th
Management  Systems,  Industr ia l  Hygiene programs,  and Learn ing and
Development  in i t ia t ives that  s t rengthen compl iance,  reduce r isk ,  and

bui ld  susta inable  safet y  cu l tures . ‌  

Cynth ia  cur rent ly  serves as  Associate  Professor  and Associate  Dean
for  Student  Recru i tment ,  A lumni  Affa i rs ,  and Outreach,  as  wel l  as
Di rector  of  the Off ice of  Profess iona l  Development  and Program

Evaluat ion at  the Fay W.  Boozman Col lege of  Publ ic  Heal th  at  UAMS.  Associate  Dean,  Off ice of
Admiss ions & A lumni

Di rector.  
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