Closing Plenary
As you conclude WPS, you are faced with the all-important question of ‘what now’? How do
you lead and have impact in the current context and in face of the systemic challenges that
exist? The closing session will motivate and inspire you to think about what’s next, what you
should be considering, and how you see your efficacy in being change-makers on behalf of
the children, youth, families, and adults you serve.
Rise Up for Equity
Naim Owens
Poet and Spoken Word Performer

Twitter: @itsanotherpoet

What Will You Say You Did?
Tyra A. Mariani
President & Chief Operating Officer
New America
Tyra A. Mariani is the President & Chief Operating Officer at New
America where she partners with the board and CEO Anne-Marie
Slaughter to lead the transformation of New America into a new kind of
think and action tank: a civic platform that connects a research
institute, technology lab, solutions network, media hub and public
forum.
Prior to New America, Mariani was appointed Chief of Staff to the U.S. Deputy Secretary of
Education and Deputy Chief of Staff to the U.S. Secretary of Education under the Obama
Administration. In these roles, Mariani helped shape policies and programs impacting
education from early learning through college and career. She also led complex interagency
and cross-departmental teams that took several Administration priorities from vision to
strategy and implementation including the President’s My Brother’s Keeper initiative and
RESPECT, an effort to elevate and transform the teaching profession. Mariani was recognized
as a key problem-solving partner to the Department’s senior leadership, helping them to
overcome bureaucracy and accelerate their work and the agency’s priorities.

Prior to joining the Department of Education, Mariani launched entrepreneurial efforts to build
human capital in the education sector as the founder of the Greater New Orleans Region of
New Leaders. In this role, she developed and successfully executed a strategy to drive high
academic gains in schools led by New Leaders principals in post-Katrina New Orleans. Prior
to New Leaders, Mariani served as Budget Director for Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
overseeing the $5 billion budget of the third largest school district in the country. She entered
CPS through the Broad Residency in Urban Education. As a Broad Resident, she led efforts
that addressed overcrowding and increased the quality of principal candidates within the
district. Mariani began her career in the private sector. Her focus on human capital began in
Training and Development with Kraft Foods Corporate, where she led efforts to make the
company’s training programs more effective and aligned with employees’ developmental
needs as well as broader cross-cutting efforts on team development and improving individual
efficiency and productivity. Through her years at McKinsey & Company and work across a
number of sectors, Mariani has developed a distinctive perspective on individual and
organizational performance management and improvement across a broad set of industries
and functions ranging from increasing return on invested capital to service productivity in a
variety of industries.
Mariani was co-valedictorian and received a bachelor’s degree summa cum laude in Business
Administration from Howard University and a master’s in business from Stanford University.
Twitter: @tyram25

