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2017 Washington Policy Seminar
Speakers and Facilitators
By Session
SUNDAY, April 23
Welcome & Introduction
Johan E. Uvin
President
Institute for Educational Leadership
Johan E. Uvin became IEL's president in February 2017. Prior to his IEL
leadership, he served as the Acting Assistant Secretary for the Office of
Career, Technical, and Adult Education (OCTAE) at the U.S. Department
of Education. While at the Department, he also served as the acting
director of the Policy Research and Evaluation Services Division of
OCTAE and the co-chair of the Interagency Forum on Disconnected
Youth, a multi-agency federal collaboration to improve the outcomes of
disconnected youths. Since 2010, he has also been a member of the
steering committee of the Domestic Policy Council's New Americans
Citizenship and Integration Initiative, which developed a framework for
federal efforts on immigrant integration. He further led the
Department's Pay for Success work and coordinates the Department's
responsibilities related to the implementation of the Presidential
Memorandum on Job-Driven Training. He started at the Department as
the OCTAE senior policy advisor to then Assistant Secretary Brenda
Dann-Messier (IEL Board member), before advancing to Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Policy and Strategic Initiatives in the Office.
Prior to his appointments at the Department, He led the Rhode Island
state office that oversees adult education, career and technical
education, and GED testing. He also held several leadership positions
in education and workforce development in both the public and private
sectors.
He holds a doctorate in administration, planning and social policy and
a master's degree in international education from Harvard University.
He also holds a Master of Arts in teaching English to speakers of other
languages (TESOL) from the School of International Training in
Brattleboro, Vt.
UvinJ@iel.org
Twitter: @uvinjo_us
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Helen Janc Malone
Director of Education Policy and Institutional Advancement
National Director, Education Policy Fellowship Program
Institute for Educational Leadership
Dr. Helen Janc Malone joined IEL in 2013 as the Director of
Institutional Advancement and in 2014 also began directing IEL’s
Education Policy Fellowship Program. She is focused on continuing to
grow IEL as premier voice on cross-boundary leadership and an agent
of social change and on strengthening EPFP. Her areas of expertise
include education policy and leadership, expanded learning, and
systems-level change in the national and global contexts.
She is adjunct professorial lecturer at American University, the chair of
the American Educational Research Association Educational Change
Special Interest Groups, board member of the International Congress
for School Effectiveness and Improvement, editor-in-chief of a new
book series on out-of-school time with Information Age Publishing, and
serves on the editorial board of a peer reviewed Journal of Expanded
Learning Opportunities. She is also a peer reviewer for several
academic journals focused on educational change, youth development,
and school-community partnerships.
Her recent select publications include: Future Directions of Educational
Change: Social Justice, Professional Capital, and Systems Change (coeditor, Routledge, 2017); Networks for Change: Global Perspectives,
Local Practices (ed., International Congress for School Effectiveness
and Improvement, 2015); Empowering Teachers: The Role of SchoolCommunity Partnerships (book chapter with Reuben Jacobson, IEL, in
Flip the System: Changing Education from the Ground Up, 2015);
Leading Educational Change: Global Issues, Challenges, and Lessons
on Whole-System Reform (Teachers College Press, 2013), The Futures
of School Reform (Harvard Education Press, 2012, co-authored
chapter with Jeffrey Henig and Paul Reville), Expanded Learning Time
and Opportunities (Jossey-Bass, 2011), Year-Round Learning:
Connecting School, Afterschool, and Summer Contexts to Support
Learning (Harvard Family Research Project, 2011, co-author). She has
co-founded two special interest groups within the American
Educational Research Association. Malone has given distinguished
lectures domestically and abroad and has appeared in mass media,
including PBS, C-SPAN, Huffington Post, and has run two Education
Week blogs. Dr. Malone holds Ed.D., in education policy, leadership,
and instructional practice from Harvard University.
maloneh@iel.org
Twitter: @HelenJancMalone
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Opening Plenary
The Evolution of the Federal Role in Education
Grand Ballroom
Michael Petrilli
President
Thomas B. Fordham Institute
Michael Petrilli is an award-winning writer and president of the Thomas
B. Fordham Institute, one of the country's leading education-policy
think tanks. He is the author of The Diverse Schools Dilemma: A
Parent's Guide to Socioeconomically Mixed Public Schools, and coeditor of Knowledge at the Core: Don Hirsch, Core Knowledge, and the
Future of the Common Core. Michael Petrilli is also a research fellow at
Stanford University's Hoover Institution and executive editor
of Education Next. Michael Petrilli has published opinion pieces in the
New York Times, Washington Post, Bloomberg View, Slate, and Wall
Street Journal and has been a guest on NBC Nightly News, ABC World
News Tonight, CNN, and Fox, as well as several National Public Radio
programs, including All Things Considered, On Point, and the Diane
Rehm Show. Michael Petrilli helped to create the U.S. Department of
Education’s Office of Innovation and Improvement, the Policy
Innovators in Education Network, and, long, long ago, the Young
Education Professionals. He lives with his family in Bethesda, Md.
mpetrilli@edexcellence.net
Twitter: @MichaelPetrilli

John B. King Jr.
Former U.S. Secretary of Education
President and CEO
The Education Trust
John B. King Jr. is the president and CEO of The Education Trust, a
national nonprofit organization that seeks to identify and close
opportunity and achievement gaps, from preschool through college.
John B. King Jr. served as the U.S. Secretary of Education from 2016 to
2017 as a member of President Barack Obama’s administration. In
tapping him to lead the U.S. Department of Education, President
Obama called Former Secretary John B. King Jr. “an exceptionally
talented educator,” citing his commitment to “preparing every child for
success” and his lifelong dedication to education as a teacher,
principal, and leader of schools and school systems.
Before becoming education secretary and beginning in January 2015,
Former Secretary John B. King Jr. carried out the duties of the U.S.
Deputy Secretary of Education, overseeing all policies and programs
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related to P-12 education, English learners, special education, and
innovation. In this role, he oversaw the agency’s operations. Former
Secretary John B. King Jr. joined the department following his tenure
as the first African American and Puerto Rican to serve as New York
State Education Commissioner, a post he held from 2011 to 2015.
He holds a Bachelor of Arts in government from Harvard University, a
J.D. from Yale Law School, as well as a Masters of Arts in the teaching
of social studies and doctorate in education from Teachers College at
Columbia University.
Twitter: @JohnBKing
Dawn G. Williams
Interim Dean
School of Education
Howard University
Dawn G. Williams has been a member of the Howard University faculty
since 2003 in the Department of Educational Leadership and Policy
Studies where she most recently served as Department Chair.
Underlying all of her work are premises that include the indoctrination
of social justice through teaching, research, service, and professional
development. Her teaching experience spans approximately two
decades. She has taught elementary students, high school students,
undergraduate students, graduate students, and Ph.D. STEM faculty.
During her time as Department Chair she successfully led the initiative
to obtain institutional membership with the University Council on
Education Administration (UCEA); increased visibility and community
outreach by establishing academic partnerships with local school
districts to offer doctoral programs focused on executive leadership;
helped to coordinate the national Howard University Urban
Superintendent Academy in collaboration with the American
Association of School Administrators; and established an Education
Leadership Advisory Board to advise the department faculty on
leadership and research preparation of aspiring principals,
superintendents, and policy professionals.
Dr. Dawn G. Williams is author and co-author of approximately 25
articles, book reviews, and book chapters that highlight the impact of
K-12 macro-educational policies targeted for urban school reform.
Over the past decade, she has been a recipient of several grants
totaling approximately $3.3 million funded by the National Science
Foundation. Her research in the STEM and educational policy arena
are focused on issues of access and diversity while promoting a
conscious social justice agenda.
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Dr. Dawn G. Williams earned a Ph.D. and M.A. in Educational Policy
Studies with dual residency in Educational Organization and
Leadership from the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign. She
holds a Bachelor's of Science degree in Elementary Education from
North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University.
dgwilliams@howard.edu
John W. Merrow
Former President, Learning Matters
Education Correspondent, PBS NewsHour
Dr. John W. Merrow is a former Education Correspondent for PBS
NewsHour and President of Learning Matters, an independent
production company based in New York City. He began his career as an
education reporter with National Public Radio nearly 40 years ago with
the weekly series, Options in Education, for which he received the
George Polk Award in 1982. In subsequent years, he expanded into
broadcast television, documentaries, and print. In 2012, he became
the first journalist to receive the prestigious McGraw Prize in
Education.
Dr. John W. Merrow is the only reporter to have interviewed every U.S.
Secretary of Education. His work has taken him from community
colleges to kindergarten classrooms, from the front lines of teacher
protests to policy debates on Capitol Hill.
Since 1984, he has worked in public television as a NewsHour
Correspondent and as host of his own series of documentaries. He has
received George Foster Peabody Awards for School Sleuth: The Case of
An Excellent School (2000) and Beyond Borders: Personal Stories from
a Small Planet (2006), Emmy nominations in 1984, 2005, and 2007,
four CINE Golden Eagles, numerous awards from the Education Writers
Association and more. An occasional contributor to USA Today, the
New York Times, the Washington Post, the Los Angeles Times and
Education Week, he is the author of The Influence of Teachers (2011),
Choosing Excellence (2001) and co-editor of Declining by Degrees
(2005).
Dr. John W. Merrow earned a bachelor’s degree from Dartmouth
College, a master’s degree in American studies from Indiana University,
and a doctorate in education and social policy from the Harvard
Graduate School of Education. He has received the Lifetime
Achievement Award From the Academy Of Education Arts And Sciences
in 2012, the James L. Fisher Award for Distinguished Service to
Education in 2000, the HGSE Alumni Council Award for Outstanding
Contributions to Education in 2006, The Horace Dutton Taft Medal in
2010, and honorary doctorates from Richard Stockton College (NJ) and
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Paul Smith’s College (NY). He lives in New York City with his wife, Joan
Lonergan, the Head of the Hewitt School.
Twitter: @John_Merrow
National Forum on Education
Grand Ballroom
Helen Janc Malone
Director of Education Policy and Institutional Advancement
National Director, Education Policy Fellowship Program
Institute for Educational Leadership
Dr. Helen Janc Malone joined IEL in 2013 as the Director of
Institutional Advancement and in 2014 also began directing IEL’s
Education Policy Fellowship Program. She is focused on continuing to
grow IEL as premier voice on cross-boundary leadership and an agent
of social change and on strengthening EPFP. Her areas of expertise
include education policy and leadership, expanded learning, and
systems-level change in the national and global contexts.
She is adjunct professorial lecturer at American University, the chair of
the American Educational Research Association Educational Change
Special Interest Groups, board member of the International Congress
for School Effectiveness and Improvement, editor-in-chief of a new
book series on out-of-school time with Information Age Publishing, and
serves on the editorial board of a peer reviewed Journal of Expanded
Learning Opportunities. She is also a peer reviewer for several
academic journals focused on educational change, youth development,
and school-community partnerships.
Her recent select publications include: Future Directions of Educational
Change: Social Justice, Professional Capital, and Systems Change (coeditor, Routledge, 2017); Networks for Change: Global Perspectives,
Local Practices (ed., International Congress for School Effectiveness
and Improvement, 2015); Empowering Teachers: The Role of SchoolCommunity Partnerships (book chapter with Reuben Jacobson, IEL, in
Flip the System: Changing Education from the Ground Up, 2015);
Leading Educational Change: Global Issues, Challenges, and Lessons
on Whole-System Reform (Teachers College Press, 2013), The Futures
of School Reform (Harvard Education Press, 2012, co-authored
chapter with Jeffrey Henig and Paul Reville), Expanded Learning Time
and Opportunities (Jossey-Bass, 2011), Year-Round Learning:
Connecting School, Afterschool, and Summer Contexts to Support
Learning (Harvard Family Research Project, 2011, co-author). She has
co-founded two special interest groups within the American
Educational Research Association. Malone has given distinguished
lectures domestically and abroad and has appeared in mass media,
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including PBS, C-SPAN, Huffington Post, and has run two Education
Week blogs. Dr. Malone holds Ed.D., in education policy, leadership,
and instructional practice from Harvard University.
maloneh@iel.org
Twitter: @HelenJancMalone
Welcome Reception
Grand Ballroom Pre-Function
Hanseul Kang
DC State Superintendent of Education
Office of the State Superintendent of Education
Superintendent Hanseul Kang became DC’s state superintendent of
education in March 2015. Superintendent Kang previously served as
chief of staff for the state of Tennessee’s Department of Education. A
seasoned leader and former high school teacher, Superintendent Kang
reorganized and restructured the department to reflect strategic
priorities, and created a more streamlined budget process that allowed
for improved personnel decision-making and better use of resources.
Superintendent Kang was part of the team that implemented policies
and offered support to districts and schools that resulted in Tennessee
becoming one of the fastest improving states in the nation in student
achievement outcomes. Prior to joining Tennessee’s education
department, Superintendent Kang worked for Teach for America,
where she was a managing director of program for the organization’s
regional office in the District. Superintendent Kang led a team of
program directors supporting middle and high school teachers in
schools across the District and Prince George’s County.
Superintendent Kang holds a Bachelor’s Degree in international
politics from Georgetown University and a J.D. from Harvard Law
School, and was a Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Graduate Scholar.
Superintendent Kang is a member of Chiefs for Change and serves on
the Governing Board of the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness
for College and Careers (PARCC).
Twitter: @HanseulKang
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MONDAY, April 24
Breakfast Ted-Talk
Morning Plenary: Leading Change: Lessons from the Civil Rights Movement and Freedom
Schools
Grand Ballroom
Roscoe Jones, Sr.
Civil Rights Activist and Founder
Freedom 64
Roscoe Jones, Sr. is the founder of Freedom 64. Previously, Mr. Jones
was President of Youth Chapter NAACP during the 1964 Freedom
Summer, attended Freedom School of Meridian, and worked in the
local COFO office on voter registration with activists Michael
Schwerner, James E. Chaney and Andrew Goodman. He served as cochair of the state-wide Freedom Summer Youth Convention at Meridian
in 1964.
A veteran civil rights activist since the '60s, Mr. Jones marched from
Selma to Montgomery on "Bloody Sunday"; participated in the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party; and was of the first black
students to integrate Meridian Junior College in 1965.
Mr. Jones is the recipient of numerous awards, most recently he was
recognized by the Meridian Star for the 2012 "Unsung Hero Award." He
has spoken at numerous churches, community groups, and schools,
including Stanford University.
Mr. Jones currently lives in Meridian, Mississippi.

Breakout Session I
Ballroom Level Meeting Rooms
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Education Law: Role of the Courts
Longworth
Lisa Davis (EPFP ‘10-11)
NY EPFP Co-Coordinator (’12-Present)
Executive Director
Westchester Putnam School Boards Association
Lisa Davis has been the executive director of the Westchester Putnam
School Boards Association (WPSBA) since July 2008. During this time,
Ms. Davis has worked to expand the depth and breadth of the
Westchester Putnam School Boards Association's programming and
outreach, and has increased the Association's visibility and regional
advocacy. She also administers the Lower Hudson Education Coalition,
a public education information and legislative advocacy organization.
Ms. Davis previously served on the Chappaqua Board of Education for
nine years, from 1998 to 2007, including two years as board
president. She was WPSBA president from 2005 to 2007. In addition
to the WPSBA executive board, Ms. Davis served on the School Board
Advisory Council to the Commissioner of Education; School Board
Advisory Council to the Chancellor of Education; NYS School Board
Association (NYSSBA) Task Force on School District Pension
Alternatives (2006) and was a NYSSBA Legislative Representative. Her
involvement with public education began with the Chappaqua PTA,
where she chaired innumerable committees and was a school PTA
chair and Chappaqua PTA president.
John C. Brittain
Professor of Law
University of the District of Columbia
John C. Brittain joined the faculty of the University of the District of
Columbia, David A. Clarke School of Law, in 2009, as a tenured
professor of law. He had previously served as Dean of the Thurgood
Marshall School of law at Texas Southern University in Houston, as a
tenured law professor at the University of Connecticut School of Law
for twenty-two years, and as Chief Counsel and Senior Deputy Director
of the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law in Washington,
D.C., a public interest law organization founded by President John F.
Kennedy to enlist private lawyers in taking pro bono cases in civil
rights.
Professor Brittain writes and litigates on issues in civil and human
rights, especially in education law. In 2015, the Mississippi Center for
Justice honored him as a "pioneering civil rights leader and esteemed
law professor who has inspired a generation of young attorneys." In
2013, he was named to the Charles Hamilton Houston Chair at North
Carolina Central University School of Law, established to bring
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prominent civil rights law professors and litigators to the law school to
teach constitutional and civil rights law for a year. Professor Brittain
was one of the original counsel team in Sheff v. O’Neill, the landmark
school desegregation case decided by the Connecticut Supreme Court
in 1996, chronicled in Susan Eaton’s book, The Children in Room E4:
American Education on Trial, in which he is frequently mentioned. He
is presently a part of a legal team representing private plaintiffs in a
federal lawsuit against the State of Maryland for denying Maryland’s
historically black institutions of higher learning – Morgan, Coppin,
Bowie and Maryland Eastern Shore Universities – comparable and
competitive opportunities with traditional white universities.
jbrittain@udc.edu
Nathan Smith
Director of Policy
GLSEN
Nathan Smith is the Director of Public Policy at GSLEN, the leading
national education organization working to create safe and affirming
schools for all students, regardless of sexual orientation or gender
identity/expression. He holds a Bachelor of Science in Political Science
from Appalachian State University and a Master of Arts in Government
from Johns Hopkins University. Mr. Smith began his career as a
legislative fellow for Congressman Heather Shuler (D-NC) and then
spent two years on Capitol Hill as legislative staff for Congresswoman
Anna G. Eshoo (D-CA), where he handled a portfolio consisting of LGBT
issues, civil rights, women’s issues, and arts and humanities. He left
the Hill to manage federal relations and policy for GLSEN, a role he
filled for three years before becoming the organization’s Policy Director
in 2014.
Twitter: @smithnh

WPS 2017 Speakers by Session 11

Higher Education Policy: What to Expect?
Roosevelt
Devon Brenner (EPFP ‘04-05)
Special Assistant to the Vice President for Education Initiatives
Office of Research and Economic Development
Professor, Curriculum, Instruction and Special Education
Mississippi State University
Devon Brenner is professor of teacher education and Special Assistant
to the Vice President of Research for Education Initiatives at
Mississippi State University. She recently completed a year-long
fellowship in the office of U.S. Senator Thad Cochran where she
focused on K-12 and higher education policy. Her research focuses on
rural teacher education and education policy.
devon@research.msstate.edu

Francisco Guajardo
Executive Director
B3 Institute
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley
Francisco Guajardo is the executive director of the B3 Institute at
the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley. He is a native of the TexasMexico border, has been a public high school teacher, a school
administrator, a nonprofit executive, and a spirited advocate for public
education. More importantly, he is a committed son, brother, husband,
and father. He holds a B.A. in English, an M.A. in History, and a Ph.D. in
Educational Administration from the University of Texas at Austin. He is
a founder of the Llano Grande Center for Research and Development,
a community-based nonprofit organization nestled inside Edcouch-Elsa
High School. He is a founder of the Edinburg Dance Theatre, a local
arts organization that offers quality ballet and other dance instruction
to children in rural communities along the border. He is a founder of
the Community Learning Exchange, a national movement focused on
building local leadership for community change. Locally, he has led
public efforts to pass bond issues totaling more than $130 million to
build new schools, and he led a citizen committee brought together to
raise more than $184 million to improve the drainage infrastructure
for the most needy areas in the south Texas county of Hidalgo. He also
serves on the board of directors of the Center for Rural Strategies and
the Rural School and Community Trust, both national organizations.
Francisco.guajardo@utrgv.edu
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Jamey Rorison
Director of Research and Policy
Institute for Higher Education Policy
Jamey Rorison, Ph.D., is director of research and policy at the Institute
for Higher Education Policy (IHEP). He manages the Postsecondary
Data Collaborative (PostsecData), an initiative working to improve the
quality of our nation’s postsecondary data through research, policy
advocacy, and coalition building. He is also a nationally-recognized
expert on issues related to college access, choice, and affordability;
federal, state, and institutional financial aid policy; higher-education
finance; and postsecondary data systems.
Prior to joining IHEP, he was a research associate with the Institute for
Research on Higher Education and the National Center for Public Policy
and Higher Education, and an intern and consultant for the Education
Trust. Earlier in his career, Rorison taught middle school language arts
in Charles County, Maryland, and served as Director of Curriculum,
Instruction, and Training for Summit Educational Group.
When he is not busy mobilizing Washington’s higher education
competitive karaoke team, he serves on the program committee for
the Association for the Study of Higher Education (ASHE), as well as a
number of advisory boards. A proud Quaker, he earned his Ph.D. in
higher education, his M.S.Ed. in higher education, and his B.A. in
elementary education, all from the University of Pennsylvania
jrorison@ihep.org
Twitter: @JameyRorison

Terrell Strayhorn
Professor, Department of Educational Studies
The Ohio State University
Founder/CEO
Do Good Work Educational Consulting LLC
Dr. Terrell Strayhorn is Professor of Higher Education at The Ohio State
University. An internationally-recognized student success scholar,
highly acclaimed public speaker, and award-winning writer, Dr.
Strayhorn is author of 10 books and over 200 book chapters and
journal articles and many other scholarly publications. He has given
hundreds of invited keynotes and lectures at more than 500
universities and conferences across the globe. His scholarships
focuses on major policy issues in education: student access and
achievement; issues of race, equity and diversity; impact of college on
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students, and student learning and development. His most popular
book, College Students’ Sense of Belonging: A Key to Educational
Success, has won a book award and sold record copies nationally.
Prior to Ohio State, Dr. Strayhorn was Special Assistant to the Provost
at the University of Tennessee-Knoxville and since joining OSU in
2010, he has served as Founding Director of the EHE Center for IDEAS
and past Director of the Center for Higher Education Enterprise (CHEE).
He received a bachelor’s degree (BA) from the University of Virginia
(UVA), a master’s degree (MEd) in educational policy from the Curry
School of Education at UVA, and doctorate (PhD) in higher education
from Virginia Tech.
Strayhorn.3@osu.edu
Twitter: @tlstrayhorn

School-Family-Community Partnerships for the Whole Child
Kennedy Ballroom
Julia Baez
Executive Director
Baltimore Promise
Julia Baez, a Baltimore City resident and native Baltimorean, began her
career as a middle school Spanish teacher in Baltimore City Public
Schools. She then went on to become a Program Director and later,
Acting Executive Director at Southeast Youth Academy, a 21st Century
Community Learning Center in Southeast Baltimore serving middle and
high school students after-school and in the summer.
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Ms. Baez joined Family League in 2012 as Senior Director of
Initiatives. In this role, she led the development and expansion of
Family League’s signature initiative, the Community Schools Strategy.
In this capacity, she managed Family League’s Pre-K through College
Continuum, which includes community Schools, the Snack & Supper
Program, Out of School Time, Summer Learning, and Program
Quality/Professional Development. Ms. Baez is currently the Chief
Strategy Officer for Family League of Baltimore. In this role, she is
responsible for systems building, evaluation and quality, professional
development and coordinating Family League’s collective impact
strategies across the age span continuum to ensure families smoothly
transition from early childhood through to college and the workforce.
Prior to joining Family League, Ms. Baez served as a Family and
Community Engagement Specialist for Turnaround Schools within
Baltimore City Public Schools. During her time at City Schools she
coordinated work around Title I, Fair Student Funding, Policy and
Family and Community Engagement.
Ms.Baez graduated from Dickinson College with a focus on
International and Latin American Studies.
julia@baltimorepromise.org
Twitter: @juliakbaez
Deborah S. Delisle
Executive Director
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development
Deborah S. Delisle is the Executive Director and CEO of ASCD. During
Ms. Delisle’s 40-year career in education, she has served as a teacher,
gifted education specialist, curriculum director, elementary school
principal, district associate superintendent, superintendent, state
superintendent, and university instructor. She was nominated as the
U.S. Assistant Secretary of Elementary and Secondary Education by
President Obama in January 2012, confirmed by the U.S. Senate on
April 27, 2012, and served in that position until 2015. As an assistant
secretary of education, she played a pivotal role in policy and
management issues affecting preK, elementary, and secondary
education for the U.S. Department of Education and oversaw 86
programs with a portfolio of almost 26 billion dollars. Delisle
coordinated and recommended policy for programs designed to assist
state and local education agencies in improving the achievement of
preschool, elementary, and secondary school students.
Prior to her role at the Department of Education, Ms. Delisle was a
senior fellow at the International Center for Leadership in Education
with a deep interest in educator performance systems and creating
transformative cultures in schools and districts to support educators,
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students, and their families. From 2008 to 2011, Ms. Delisle served as
Ohio's 35th state superintendent of public instruction and from 2003
to 2008 was the Superintendent of the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights (OH) City School District.
Ms. Delisle has served on several boards, including the Governing
Board of the Minority Student Achievement Network, Executive Board
of the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education, the
Council of Chief State School Officers Executive Board, NWEA,
KnowledgeWorks, and the Center for Teacher Quality. In her role as
Assistant Secretary, she served on critical cross-federal agencies
partnerships including: Early Learning Interagency Council;
Coordinating Council on Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention;
the Vice-President's Council on Violence Against Women; Prevention of
Substance Abuse; Ending Homelessness; and National Drug Control.
Additionally, she has received many honors, including the Betsy Cowles
Women in Leadership Award, the Buckeye Association of School
Administrators Distinguished Service Award, the Ohio Education
Association Vision Award, the Ohio Secondary School Administrators
Distinguished Service Award, and was named as one of University
Heights (OH) most influential people. She was identified by the
National Journal as one of five women in America who influence and
shape national education policy.
Twitter: @DebDelisle

S. Kwesi Rollins
Director, Leadership Programs
Institute for Educational Leadership
A member of IEL’s Senior Leadership Team, Kwesi Rollins guides IEL’s
portfolio of programs designed to develop and support leaders with a
particular emphasis on family and community engagement, early
childhood education and community-based leadership development.
He directs several projects including the Kellogg Leadership for
Community Change/Community Learning Exchange Project; AND
the District Leaders Network on Family and Community Engagement, a
peer learning network designed to develop and deepen the capacity of
district level family engagement leaders. He also directs the Early
Childhood Community Schools Linkages Project and the Mind in the
Making-Community Schools Project. Funded by the Kellogg
Foundation, these early childhood projects are designed to
demonstrate strategic linkages between early childhood education
opportunities and effective community schools that lead to better
results for vulnerable children, and lay a foundation for success in
school and life.
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Mr. Rollins has years of experience working with local communities and
state agencies to improve multi-agency service-delivery systems
supporting children, youth, and families. He provided technical
assistance and training to a range of state and county agencies, school
districts, local schools, and community-based organizations in
technical assistance and training projects funded by the U.S.
Department of Education and the U.S. Department of Justice’s Office of
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention.
Working with young people is also a personal passion for Mr. Rollins;
he has special expertise in resiliency and youth development. He is
president of the Parklands Community Center board of directors, has
been recognized as the Big Brother of the Year in the District of
Columbia, and is an ex-officio member of the board of directors of Big
Brothers Big Sisters of the National Capitol Area, serving for seven
years as vice president for program services. He completed work on
his MSW degree in 1996 at the University of Maryland at Baltimore
School of Social Work, where he was a maternal and child health
leadership training fellow.
rollinsk@iel.org
Twitter: @Kwesibaby58
Teacher Education: Strengthening the Professional Continuum
Culpeper
Tom F. Hudson (EPFP ‘11-12)
SC EPFP Coordinator (‘14-Present)
Executive Director
South Carolina School Improvement Council
Tom Hudson joined the SC School Improvement Council staff in 2007,
following a 25-year career in communications, public information,
media relations, and reporting in the public, private, and education
sectors. He currently oversees the work of SC-SIC and provides
training, technical assistance, and other support to local SIC members,
educators, and public officials. He also serves as co-coordinator of the
SC Education Policy Fellowship Program (SC-EPFP). He has gained
specialized expertise with School Improvement Councils as a school
district SIC contact, a local SIC vice-chair and member, and as a
member of SC-SIC's State Board of Trustees. He has served as
president of the SC Chapter of the National School Public Relations
Association (SC/NSPRA), is a past member of the Beaufort County First
Steps Partnership Board, and was formerly education committee chair
for the Greater Columbia Community Relations Council. He is a 2010
Diversity Fellow of the Riley Institute at Furman University, and a 2012
Education Policy Fellow of the Institute for Educational Leadership in
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Washington, DC. He has completed an assortment of professional
development opportunities and trainings related to education,
public/media relations, quality improvement, organizational
leadership, and community mediation.
hudsontf@mailbox.sc.edu
Twitter: @tomfhudson
Peggy Brookins, NBCT
President and CEO
National Board for Professional Teaching Standards
Former NBPTS Board member Peggy Brookins, NBCT, joined the
National Board as Executive Vice President in December 2014, and
was named President & CEO in November 2015. Her long career as an
educator includes many national leadership positions and accolades.
In July 2014, President Barack Obama named her as a member of the
President’s Advisory Commission on Educational Excellence for African
Americans. She joins the National Board from the Engineering and
Manufacturing Institute of Technology at Forest High School in Ocala,
Florida, which she co-founded in 1994 and where she served as
director and as a mathematics instructor.
On the NBPTS Board from 2007 to 2011, Ms. Brookins served as audit
committee chair and on the CEO Search Committee. In addition, she
has served on the board of inBloom, The Conference Board of
Mathematical Sciences Ad Hoc Committee on Teachers as
Professionals, the Content Technical Working Group for the
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers, a
commissioner on the Council for the Accreditation of Educator
Preparation (CAEP). She has served as a national trainer for AFT
(Thinking Mathematics K-2, 3-6, 6-8 Common Core, collaborator and
national trainer for Thinking Mathematics 6-8), member of the PARCC
assessment team, serves on the Advisory Board of Digital Promise,
SREB Teacher Prep Commission, P21 Executive Board, and the
Executive Board of the Trump Foundation of Israel.
Ms. Brookins achieved her certification in Adult and Young Adolescent
Mathematics in 2003 and renewed in 2013. She has been inducted
into the University of Florida Hall of Fame in 2009, is a Florida
Education Association “Everyday Hero,” and received the
association's Excellence in Teaching Award. In 2013, she was named
an Aspen Ideas Festival Scholar. She received a Bachelor of Science
degree from the University of Florida.
Twitter: @Pbrookins44
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Segun Eubanks (EPFP ‘01-02)
Director of Professional Educator Supports
National Education Association
Dr. Segun Eubanks is the Director of Professional Educator Supports
for the National Education Association (NEA), one of the nation’s
leading organizations committed to advancing the cause of public
education. Dr. Eubanks has spent his 28-year professional career
working to promote opportunity, access and equity in America’s
education systems. Dr. Eubanks is a nationally-recognized leader and
advocate in promoting teacher quality, teacher diversity and teacher
professionalism. He has served in various leadership roles with
national non-profit education organizations including as Executive
Director of Community Teachers Institute and Vice President of
Recruiting New Teachers, Inc. Dr. Eubanks has given scores of
speeches and presentations to a wide variety of audiences and has
authored and/or contributed to many reports and publications on
teacher quality and teacher diversity.
Dr. Eubanks earned a bachelor’s degree in educational advocacy from
the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, a master’s degree in
human services administration from Springfield College, and a
Doctorate of Education in teaching and learning policy from the
University of Maryland, College Park. In addition to his work at NEA, Dr.
Eubanks serves as the Chair of the Prince George’s County Board of
Education, a 126,000-student diverse school district bordering
Washington, D.C.
seubanks@nea.org
Twitter: @SegunEu
Maria E. Hyler
Deputy Director
Washington, D.C. Office
Learning Policy Institute
Maria E. Hyler is part of LPI’s Leadership team and serves as the
Deputy Director of the Institute’s DC office. She is a member of LPI’s
Educator Quality and Deeper Learning teams and is co-leading a
forthcoming study on teacher preparations for deeper learning. She
also represents the institute on several initiatives focused on teacher
preparation, development, and leadership.
Hyler previously served as Assistant Professor of teacher preparation
and professional development at the University of Maryland, College
Park. She began her career as a high school English teacher in San
Mateo County, CA, where she achieved National Board Certification in
Adolescent Young Adult English Language Arts.
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Hyler received a Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instructions from Stanford
University, an M.Ed. with a teaching credential from Harvard Graduate
School of Education, and a dual degree in English and Africana Studies
from Wellesley College
Twitter: @LPI_Learning
Breakout Session I
Third Floor Meeting Rooms
American High School Graduate
Dumbarton
Chad D’Entremont (EPFP ‘04-05)
MI EPFP Co-Coordinator (‘13-Present)
Executive Director
Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy
Chad D’Entremont has devoted a career in education to bridging the
divide between research and practice, working with educators and
policymakers to ensure all children have the opportunity to succeed in
school and in life. He began his career as a teacher, serving high
needs students in both urban and rural settings. He is the former
assistant director of a nationally-renowned research center at
Teachers College, Columbia University and, from 2007-2011, was the
research and policy director at Strategies for Children. More recently,
he managed Massachusetts’ successful application for a $50 million
Race to the Top–Early Learning Challenge award.
He has a Ph.D. in education policy and social analysis and a master’s
degree in the sociology of education from Teachers College, Columbia
University. His experiences bring an in-depth understanding of cuttingedge education reforms, yet he remains acutely aware of the realities
of classroom practice and daily school life.
cdentremont@renniecenter.org
Twitter: @cjdentremont
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Sara Melnick (EPFP ’98-99)
Deputy Director
National College Access Network
Sara Melnick, Deputy Director of the National College Access Network,
has spent her career helping schools and communities work together to
enhance outcomes for students. For the past fourteen years, her
specific focus has been on improving college access and success for low
income, minority and first generation students. At NCAN, she works with
community-based collaborative aimed at increasing postsecondary
attainment, leads the organization’s annual conference, and manages
the organization’s growing budget. Prior to joining NCAN, Ms. Melnick
worked with the federally funded GEAR UP grantees, America’s Promise
Schools of Promise, the National Association of Partners in Education,
and as a public school teacher in New York City.
Ms. Melnick holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Vassar College and a
Master of Business Administration degree from Baruch College. She is
a graduate of the Institute for Educational Leadership’s Education Policy
Fellowship Program. She lives in Maryland with her husband and three
children.
Twitter: @collegeaccess
Tanya Tucker (EPFP ’01-02)
Vice President, Alliance Engagement
America’s Promise Alliance
Tanya Tucker is a highly motivated and skilled senior-level professional
with experience in the nonprofit, education and youth development
fields. Ms. Tucker is an excellent leader with extensive experience
supporting low-income and underserved youth; building relationships
with external partners, developing innovative programs and leading
dynamic results-oriented teams. She currently serves as a member of
the senior management team at America’s Promise Alliance helping
set the strategic direction and priorities of the organization. As Vice
President, Alliance Engagement she leads the programmatic efforts
and is responsible for engaging the Alliance (national partners,
communities, local/state/regional organizations and individuals) in
organizational campaigns and other efforts that help create the
conditions for success for all young people. She helps lead the
organization’s signature campaign, GradNation, a national movement
to increase the national high school graduation rate to 90% by 2020.
tanyat@americaspromise.org
Twitter: @TanyaMTucker
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Civil Rights Bus Tour Reflections
Sulgrave
Laura Dziorny (EPFP ‘12-13)
MA EPFP Co-Coordinator (‘14-Present)
Chief of Staff
Rennie Center for Education Research & Policy
Currently serving as Chief of Staff for the Boston-based Rennie Center
for Education Research and Policy, Laura Dziorny has a background in
education policy and on-the-ground experience at both the classroom
and district levels. In her current role, she is a co-coordinator of the
Massachusetts Education Policy Fellowship Program, and she was also
a fellow in the 2012-13 cohort of that program.
Before joining the Rennie Center, Ms. Dziorny served as Deputy Chief
of Staff for Boston Public Schools, where she worked closely with the
School Committee to advance district policy-making and managed
projects including a working group on measuring school quality.
Ms. Dziorny is also a graduate of Georgetown University Law Center
and member of the Massachusetts Bar. During law school, she served
as an intern in the education office of the U.S. Senate Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. Prior to law school, she taught
fourth grade at Ira J. Earl Elementary School in Las Vegas, Nevada and
earned a master’s degree in Education from the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas. She also holds a bachelor’s degree in history and
government from Georgetown University. Ms. Dziorny resides in
Charlestown, Mass., where she is active in a variety of community
organizations.
ldziorny@renniecenter.org
Twitter: @ldziorny
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Tyson Elbert (EPFP ‘07-08)
MS EPFP Coordinator (’11-Present)
Research Associate
John C. Stennis Institute of Government
Mississippi State University
Tyson Elbert co-directs the Education Policy Fellowship Program at the
John C. Stennis Institute of Government, a service and research nonprofit located at Mississippi State University. He specializes in
grassroots and direct advocacy, enjoys bringing ideas to action through
citizen involvement in the political process, and is a sought after
facilitator of the Congressional Insight program. Mr. Elbert currently
sits on the board of civil rights organization Freedom 64 and is a
Fellow at the Education Policy Center at The University of Alabama.
Twitter: @tysonelbert
Angela Hudson (EPFP ’16-17)
Principal
Ulysses Byas Elementary School
Angela Hudson lives in Freeport, New York and is blessed to have two
lovely children Melvin and Angelique. Angela has traveled a distinctive
and unique educational journey. She pursued higher education by
receiving an Associate Degree in Liberal Arts from Nassau Community
College; a Bachelor of Arts in Education from Queens College; a Master
of Science with Distinction in Education with a specialization in
Reading from Hofstra University and a Master of Science in School
Administration and Supervision from Touro College.
Twenty-0ne years ago Angela commenced her career in education as a
first and second grade teacher in the communities in which she grew
up. As an administrator, Angela has served as a curriculum coach,
assistant principal and currently principal.
Angela exudes a true love for people. She leads with humanity and
fairness. Angela believes in the continuum of learning; which
promotes her ideology that, “All children can learn”.
Twitter: @itsangie401
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Roscoe Jones, Sr.
Civil Rights Activist and Founder
Freedom 64
Roscoe Jones, Sr. is the founder of Freedom 64. Previously, Mr. Jones
was President of Youth Chapter NAACP during the 1964 Freedom
Summer, attended Freedom School of Meridian, and worked in the
local COFO office on voter registration with activists Michael
Schwerner, James E. Chaney and Andrew Goodman. He served as cochair of the state-wide Freedom Summer Youth Convention at Meridian
in 1964.
A veteran civil rights activist since the '60s, Mr. Jones marched from
Selma to Montgomery on "Bloody Sunday"; participated in the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party; and was of the first black
students to integrate Meridian Junior College in 1965.
Mr. Jones is the recipient of numerous awards, most recently he was
recognized by the Meridian Star for the 2012 "Unsung Hero Award." He
has spoken at numerous churches, community groups, and schools,
including Stanford University.
Mr. Jones currently lives in Meridian, Mississippi.
Federal Budget 101
Lindens
Danica Petroshius
Principal
Penn Hill Group
Danica Petroshius brings 20 years of experience in public policy,
advocacy, management, strategic consulting, and communications to
Penn Hill Group. She works with a wide range of national, state, and
local organizations to develop, refine, and implement their policy and
advocacy strategies. She also consults with foundations and other
leading national organizations to help them meet their goals and
implement new ideas. Her keen strategic abilities help organizations
prioritize efforts and maximize results.
Before helping to build Penn Hill Group, Ms. Petroshius was founder of
Policy Strategies and Solutions, where she worked with clients to
achieve their policy and advocacy goals. Prior to that, Ms. Petroshius
served in the office of the late Sen. Edward M. Kennedy for 10 years,
including two years as Kennedy’s chief of staff. As deputy staff director
on the U.S. Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee,
Ms. Petroshius coordinated policy, hearings, and markups; managed
budget and appropriations strategies; and supported the committee’s
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overall strategic agenda. As chief education adviser, she played key
roles in the reauthorizations of major federal education laws, including
reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.
Ms. Petroshius’ experience in the legislative branch is complemented
by her work in the executive branch. At the U.S. Department of
Education, she supported the 1994 reauthorization and
implementation of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act,
including working on issues relating to English language learners and
the development of state content and performance standards.
Ms. Petroshius also served as senior vice president at Collaborative
Communications Group, where she focused on education reform and
worked on behalf of diverse clients to reach decision makers and
affect change in public policy. She launched her government service
career as a VISTA volunteer in Austin, Texas.
Ms. Petroshius holds a master’s degree in education policy from
Stanford University and a bachelor’s degree in liberal studies from the
University of Notre Dame.
dpetroshius@pennhillgroup.com
Twitter: @DLPetroshius

Breakout Session II
Ballroom Level Meeting Rooms
Business and Philanthropic Influence in Education Policy
Longworth
Dan Loritz (EPFP ‘79-80)
MN EPFP Coordinator (’94–Present)
Senior Fellow and President
Center for Policy Design
Dan Loritz's career in public policy spans four decades. He served
fifteen years in Minnesota state government in a variety of leadership
roles. He was a senior policy analyst, director of government relations
and an assistant commissioner of education in the Department of
Education and an assistant commissioner for state policy coordination
in the State Planning Agency. He also served Governor Rudy Perpich,
Minnesota's longest service Governor, as his director of governmental
relations and as his deputy chief of staff.

WPS 2017 Speakers by Session 25
Following his government service he served 18 years as the vice
president of university relations at Hamline University. He is currently a
senior fellow at, and President of, the Center for Policy Design.
dloritz@centerforpolicy.org
Twitter: @danloritz

Raul Gonzalez
Senior Program Officer
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Raul Gonzalez is a Senior Program Officer on the U.S. Programs,
Advocacy, and Communications team at the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, focusing on advocacy related grant making in education
policy. Prior to that, Mr. Gonzalez was the Legislative Director at the
National Council of La Raza (NCLR). In this capacity, he worked with
Congress, the White House, advocacy groups, and NCLR’s affiliated
community-based organizations to pursue NCLR's policy agenda. He
also worked on several education initiatives as the Director of NCLR's
education policy shop.
Before joining NCLR in 1998, he was a Legislative Assistant in the
office of U.S. Representative Major R. Owens, for whom he worked on
legislation to increase the academic achievement and attainment of
poor children. As a teacher in the New York City public schools, Mr.
Gonzalez taught writing, algebra, and special education. This allowed
him to learn firsthand about the needs of economically disadvantaged
students. He is a graduate of the City College of New York, with
degrees in English and psychology.

Dane Linn
Vice President
Business Roundtable
Dane Linn is a Vice President for the Business Roundtable. In this role,
he oversees the Education & Workforce Committee, advancing the
BRT’s positions on education reform, U.S. innovation capacity and
workforce preparedness.
Mr. Linn joins the BRT most recently from The College Board, where he
served as Executive Director of state policy. Prior to The College Board,
Linn served as Director of the Educational Policy Division of the
National Governors Association (NGA) Center for Best Practices. During
his 16 years in this role, Mr. Linn represented governors’ education
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policy issues at the federal level and to state and local associations.
He also co-led the development of the Common Core State Standards,
which have been adopted by 46 states.
In addition, Mr. Linn has led national efforts to ensure more students
are college- and career-ready and worked on issues related to STEM,
early childhood, Perkins and the Workforce Investment Act, and high
school redesign. Before joining the NGA, Linn worked for 14 years in
the education system as Coordinator of the Office of Special Education
Programs for the West Virginia Department of Education, Principal of
Guyan Valley Elementary School in West Virginia, and teacher and later
the Assistant Principal at Matheny Grade School also in West Virginia.
Mr. Linn is a Ph.D. candidate at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University, and holds a master’s degree in Education Administration
from West Virginia Graduate College and bachelor’s degree in
Elementary Education and Special Education from Cabrini College.
Twitter: @Dlinn1

Terri Shuck
Executive Director
National Public Education Support Fund
Terri Shuck helped launch and develop the Education Funder Strategy
Group in 2009. She has over 30 years of experience in organizational
development for non-profit and public interest organizations, including
senior leadership roles with the Institute for America’s Future, League
of Conservation Voters (LCV) and the LCV Education Fund, People For
the American Way, the Government Accountability Project, and the
Forum Institute.
In her early career, Ms. Shuck held staff positions with the Institute of
Politics at the Harvard Kennedy School of Government, the ACTION
Agency/VISTA volunteer program, and The Youth Project, which
encouraged the participation of young people in public interest
advocacy and community organizing.
tshuck@npesf.org
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Interpreting and Implementing Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
Culpeper
Bruce Moseley (EPFP ‘05-06)
SC EPFP (‘10-Present)
Director
Office School Leadership
South Carolina Department of Education
Bruce Moseley assists with the coordination of the SC-EPFP and is the
Director of the Office of School Leadership at the South Carolina
Department of Education. As office director he is responsible for
management and delivery of the Leadership Development Continuum.
The Leadership Continuum is a range of developmentally appropriate
program for educational leaders from those that are aspiring (teacher
leaders) to those that are career leaders (experienced superintendents
and principals.) Each program helps build the skills and competencies
needed to succeed in that phase of the educational leader's
development. He also directs the School Leadership Executive Institute
(SLEI) and is responsible for the development, management and
delivery of the program content. The School Leadership Executive
Institute is a comprehensive program for experienced school leaders
and has a solid partnership with the Center for Creative Leadership in
Greensboro, NC.
Mr. Moseley has been with the South Carolina Department of
Education since 2005. His career includes 29 years in education and
25 years of military experience. He has served as a fifth grade teacher
and middle school administrator. He worked for two years with the
South Carolina Commission on Higher Education as South Carolina's
first Troops to Teachers Coordinator. His military experience includes
six years in the US Air Force as a C-141 Loadmaster and 19 years in
the South Carolina Army National Guard where he served in several
areas including Field Artillery Battery Commander and Battalion
Executive Officer.
Mr. Moseley is a graduate of the University of South Carolina with a
Bachelor of Elementary Education and a Masters in Educational
Administration. He completed EPFP with the Class of 2006.
bmoseley@ed.sc.gov
Twitter: @BruceMSr
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Kristen Amundson
President/CEO
National Association of State Boards of Education
Kristen Amundson brings more than two decades of experience as a
policymaker to NASBE. She represented the 44th District in the Virginia
General Assembly from 1999-2009. During that time, she was a
member of Virginia’s P-16 Council and the Southern Regional
Education Board (SREB).
Before successfully running for an Assembly seat, Ms. Amundson—a
former teacher—served for nearly a decade on the Fairfax County, Va.,
School board, including two years as its chairwoman. Most recently,
she was the senior vice president for external affairs at Education
Sector, an independent think tank. She writes frequently on education
issues and has been published in The Washington Post and the
Richmond Times-Dispatch, among other publications.
kristena@nasbe.org
Twitter: @NASBE
Alyson Klein
Assistant Editor and Reporter
Education Week
Alyson Klein is an assistant editor at Education Week and the coauthor of the Politics K-12 blog. During her decade at Ed Week, Ms.
Klein has written about everything from school turnarounds to the
development of the Every Student Succeeds Act. She has spoken
about education news on CNN, the PBS Newshour, NPR, and other
media outlets. Before Ed Week, she covered education and
government operations for the National Journal's Congress Daily.
aklein@epe.org
Twitter: @PoliticsK12

Chris Minnich
Executive Director
Council of Chief State School Officers
Chris Minnich was appointed Executive Director of the Council of Chief
State School Officers (CCSSO) in December, 2012. As Executive
Director, he has ushered in a new strategic plan in which CCSSO is
committed making sure all students participating in our public
education system - regardless of background - graduate prepared for
college, careers, and life.
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Since 2012, CCSSO has worked with states to raise the bar on
standards, assessments and accountability, transform educator
preparation programs, design new approaches to teaching and
learning, and implement and sustain promising reforms across the
country.
communications@ccsso.org
Twitter: @minnichc
School Choice, Magnets, Vouchers, and Equity
Kennedy Ballroom
Jackie Boddie
DC EPFP Coordinator (‘06-08, ‘09-11)
Adjunct Professor, Trinity University
Owner, Dr. Jackie Boddie Consulting LLC
Jackie Boddie, Ed.D., is a life-long educator committed to social justice.
To achieve social justice she strives to influence the creation and
sustainability of positive academic and social outcomes demonstrated
by efficient student learning, positive school cultures, effective
professional development, excellent teachers and purposeful
community involvement.
Dr. Boddie was a high school administrator in Maryland. As a middle
school principal there, she was responsible for turning around a school
lagging behind in student growth and development. Since leaving the
position, she has been an adjunct professor at Trinity University in the
education department working with aspiring teachers and school
leaders. Other professional experiences include K-12 regional teacher
supervision in Maryland and charter school program evaluation at the
DC Public Charter School Board, as a school accountability specialist.
Her doctoral dissertation is a study in the turn-around phenomenon of
African American male adolescents in high school. She owns her own
educational consulting company, Dr. Jackie Boddie Consulting LLC,
and is presently a national trainer with the Center for Teacher
Effectiveness.
Dr. Boddie has been a DC EPFP Coordinator and actively involved as
an EPFP consultant for nine years.
Twitter: @JB3135

WPS 2017 Speakers by Session 30
Richard D. Kahlenberg
Senior Fellow
The Century Foundation
Richard D. Kahlenberg is a senior fellow at The Century Foundation
with expertise in education, civil rights, and equal opportunity. Mr.
Kahlenberg has been called “the intellectual father of the economic
integration movement” in K-12 schooling and “arguably the nation’s
chief proponent of class-based affirmative action in higher education
admissions.” He is also an authority on teachers’ unions, private
school vouchers, charter schools, turnaround school efforts, labor
organizing and inequality in higher education.
Previously, Mr. Kahlenberg was a Fellow at the Center for National
Policy, a visiting associate professor of constitutional law at George
Washington University, and a legislative assistant to Senator Charles S.
Robb (D-VA). He also serves on the advisory board of the Pell Institute,
the Albert Shanker Institute and the Research Advisory Panel of the
National Coalition for School Diversity. In addition, he is the winner of
the William A. Kaplin Award for Excellence in Higher Education Law and
Policy Scholarship.
kahlenberg@tcf.org
Twitter: @RickKahlenberg

Hanseul Kang
DC State Superintendent of Education
Office of the State Superintendent of Education
Superintendent Hanseul Kang became DC’s state superintendent of
education in March 2015. Superintendent Kang previously served as
chief of staff for the state of Tennessee’s Department of Education. A
seasoned leader and former high school teacher, Superintendent Kang
reorganized and restructured the department to reflect strategic
priorities, and created a more streamlined budget process that allowed
for improved personnel decision-making and better use of resources.
Superintendent Kang was part of the team that implemented policies
and offered support to districts and schools that resulted in Tennessee
becoming one of the fastest improving states in the nation in student
achievement outcomes. Prior to joining Tennessee’s education
department, Superintendent Kang worked for Teach for America,
where she was a managing director of program for the organization’s
regional office in the District. Superintendent Kang led a team of
program directors supporting middle and high school teachers in
schools across the District and Prince George’s County.
Superintendent Kang holds a Bachelor’s Degree in international
politics from Georgetown University and a J.D. from Harvard Law
School, and was a Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Graduate Scholar.
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Superintendent Kang is a member of Chiefs for Change and serves on
the Governing Board of the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness
for College and Careers (PARCC).
Twitter: @HanseulKang

Workforce Development for Social Mobility
Roosevelt
Dahlia Shaewitz (EPFP ‘09-10)
Managing Director
Disability and Rehabilitation
American Institutes for Research
Ms. Shaewitz leads the Disability and Rehabilitation practice area of
American Institutes for Research to improve competitive employment
outcomes for qualified adults with disabilities, and she directs projects
to support accountability, research, and professional development for
the adult literacy field. Her disability focus is primarily on knowledge
translation, supporting researchers and practitioners to identify and
use innovative strategies to improve the provision and effective use of
services. In her practice area role, she brings significant networking
skills to building collaborative teams across organizations to address
the challenges faced by adults with disabilities and adults with low
literacy. Her work includes technical assistance and training,
qualitative research, and policy development and support. Ms.
Shaewitz serves as the co-coordinator for the DC EPFP site.
dshaewitz@air.org
Twitter: @dhaewitz
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Stephen DeWitt (EPFP ‘99-00)
Deputy Executive Director
Association for Career and Technical Education
Stephen DeWitt is the Deputy Executive Director for the Association for
Career and Technical Education (ACTE). His role includes developing
strategic partnerships to advance the association’s mission, and
oversight of policy development, advocacy, media relations and
research activities. A primary focus of his work at ACTE has been
promoting career and technical education’s value related to school
improvement and student career readiness. He has 20+ years in the
public policy arena. Prior to joining ACTE, Mr. DeWitt directed
government and public relations for the National Association of
Secondary School Principals. His role included a strong focus on
secondary school improvement and leadership development activities.
Previous work also includes employment with the State of Florida’s
Governor’s office and Florida Department of Education, and APCO
Worldwide, a Washington DC-based public affairs and global
communication firm. Mr. DeWitt holds a Bachelor of Science degree
from Florida Southern College. Founded in 1926, ACTE is the largest
national education association dedicated to the advancement of
education that prepares youth and adults for successful careers. The
strength of ACTE is reflected in its diverse membership composed of
career and technical educators, administrators, researchers, guidance
counselors and others involved in planning and conducting career and
technical education programs at the secondary, postsecondary and
adult levels.
sdewitt@acteonline.org
Twitter: @edheadsteve
Andy Van Kleunen
CEO
National Skills Coalition
Andy Van Kleunen is Chief Executive Officer of National Skills Coalition,
which he founded in 2000 as The Workforce Alliance in collaboration
with leaders from the workforce development and philanthropic
communities. Mr. Kleunen has led the Coalition to become a nationally
recognized voice on behalf of a diverse array of stakeholders, building
upon his experience as a community organizer, a policy analyst, and a
practitioner-advocate with roots in the workforce field. He oversees all
aspects of the Coalition’s efforts, including building alliances with new
partners as well as advising state and federal policy initiatives.
Prior to founding the Coalition, Mr. Kleunen was Director of Workforce
Policy for the national Paraprofessional Healthcare Institute, where he
worked with employers, unions and client advocates to improve job
quality and training for low-wage workers within the nation's long-term
care sector. He also spent over 14 years in community organizing and
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development efforts within several of New York City’s low-income and
working-class neighborhoods.
Mr. Kleunen holds a master’s degree in urban sociology from the
Graduate Faculty at the New School for Social Research, and a
bachelor’s degree in political science and honors studies from
Villanova University. Mr. Kleunen has been a member of NSC’s Board
of Directors since 2010.
Twitter: @AndyVKNSC
Taryn Mackenzie Williams (EPFP ‘06-07)
Supervisory Policy Advisor, Youth Policy Team
Office of Disability Employment Policy
U.S. Department of Labor
Taryn Mackenzie Williams is a Supervisory Policy Advisor for the Youth
Policy Team in the Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP at the
U.S. Department of Labor. She previously served as the chief of staff in
the Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP) at the U.S.
Department of Labor. She has also served as Associate Director for
Public Engagement for the White House on detail from ODEP at the
U.S. Department of Labor where she previously served as a Senior
Policy Advisor. At ODEP, Ms. Williams provided expertise in a number of
disability policy areas including workforce development, education,
Medicaid and social security. As a member of the Youth Team, she led
an initiative to build federal and state capacity to provide and measure
the outcomes of transition services and a demonstration project
targeting youth with disabilities in community colleges. She also
worked to enhance transition outcomes of youth with significant
disabilities.
Prior to joining ODEP, Ms. Williams was Research Coordinator for
Leadership Programs at the Institute for Educational Leadership
(IEL). At IEL, she managed a leadership development program for
teachers, administrators, and policymakers, including a focus on
special education. In addition, she conducted policy analysis and
research in several areas including federal education legislation and
preparation of the education workforce. Before joining IEL, Ms.
Williams was Director of Programs at the National Association of Urban
Debate Leagues (NAUDL) headquartered in Chicago. At NAUDL, she
developed and delivered policy debate curricula for secondary school
teachers in urban school districts.
Ms. Williams earned a bachelor’s degree in public policy with a
concentration in education from Brown University. She holds a
master’s degree in education with a concentration in administration,
planning, and social policy from Harvard University. She participated in
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the Education Policy Fellowship Program at IEL in 2006-2007. In 20122013, she completed a detail to the United States Senate Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee (HELP), which was chaired
by Senator Tom Harkin. At HELP, she researched and contributed to
the staff report on the ADA Generation. Ms. Williams, who has lived
with ulcerative colitis since the age of 5, is a proud supporter of the
Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of America. She and her husband,
Reginald, live in Washington, D.C.

Breakout Session II
Third Floor Meeting Rooms
Crafting and Delivering a Message that Resonates with Policymakers
Sulgrave
Ron Cowell
PA EPFP Co-Coordinator (‘99-Present)
President
The Education Policy and Leadership Center
Since January 1999, Ron Cowell has been the president of The
Education Policy and Leadership Center (EPLC), an independent, nonpartisan and not-for-profit organization based in Harrisburg. He is an
experienced policy leader who also is a frequent speaker, writer and
consultant concerning education policy issues.
Mr. Cowell served as a member of the Pennsylvania House of
Representatives for twenty-four years until 1998. While in the
Legislature, he served as the majority or minority chair of the House
Committee on Education for twelve years. He also served for twelve
years as a member of the Pennsylvania State Board of Education and
for twenty years as a board member of the Pennsylvania Higher
Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA).
Mr. Cowell is now a member of the Board of Visitors for the University
of Pittsburgh’s School of Education, the boards of directors of the
Pennsylvania Humanities Council and Communities in Schools –
Pennsylvania, and the advisory board for the Office of Child
Development at the University of Pittsburgh.
He previously was a trustee of Western Pennsylvania School for the
Deaf, Community College of Allegheny County, and the University of
Pittsburgh. He also was a member of the Governor’s Commission for
Children and Families and the Governor’s Commission on Preparing
America’s Teachers. He was a board member of Pittsburgh Children’s
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Museum, Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children, Gateway to the Arts,
NEED, and the Family Support Policy Board in Allegheny County.
At the national level, he served as a member of the National Education
Goals Panel, and held leadership positions with the Education
Commission of the States, the National Conference of State
Legislatures, and the National Association of State Boards of
Education. He also served as a board member of the Association of
Governing Boards of Trustees of Colleges and Universities (AGB) for
nine years and was a member of the Recognition Committee of the
Council on Higher Accreditation for several years.
Mr. Cowell is a graduate of the University of Pittsburgh and Widener
University Law School.
cowell@eplc.org
Twitter: @EPLC_education
Heather Foster
Vice President
Widmeyer Communications
Heather Foster specializes in public policy communications for civic,
nonprofit, business and community leaders. Prior to joining the
Widmeyer team, Ms. Foster was a founding partner and director of
strategic partnerships of the My Brother’s Keeper Alliance, the
nonprofit inspired by President Obama’s Task Force for Boys and
Young Men of Color. Ms. Foster was an adviser to President Obama in
the White House Office of Public Engagement where she oversaw the
president’s engagement efforts with the civil rights community and
served as his direct liaison to civil rights leadership. Before the White
House, she was a policy and outreach adviser at the U.S. Department
of Education where she managed outreach efforts to community-based
and philanthropic organizations dedicated to ensuring equity in lowperforming school districts. At the department, Ms. Foster worked on
equity, teacher and student accountability, the reauthorization of the
No Child Left Behind Act, teacher recruitment, quality early childhood
education and college affordability. She holds a Bachelor of Science
from Northwestern University in education and social policy.
Twitter: @HeatherFoster20
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Lindsay Fryer
Vice President
Penn Hill Group
Lindsay Fryer brings comprehensive policy knowledge of federal
education, research, workforce training, social services laws and
legislative processes to Penn Hill Group. She has worked with
organizations at the Federal, State and local levels to develop, improve
and implement policy and advocacy strategies.
Before joining Penn Hill Group. Ms. Fryer served as a Senior Education
Policy Advisor for Chairman Lamar Alexander (R-TN) on the Senate
Health, Education, Labor & Pensions (HELP) Committee. She was
responsible for managing, developing and carrying out the
Committee’s legislative agenda for issues including elementary and
secondary education, teacher preparation in higher education,
research and student privacy. She served as the principal negotiator
for the Chairman on S. 1177, the Every Student Succeeds Act (Public
Law 114-95). Previously, Ms. Fryer served as a Professional Staff
Member on the House Committee on Education & the Workforce. She
handled a portfolio for Chairman Kline (R-MN) including topics related
to K-12 and higher education, education research, and human services
issues such as juvenile justice, runaway and homeless youth, missing
and exploited children, and child abuse prevention.
Ms. Fryer has a strong education background. She previously worked
at the American Institutes for Research on two large contracts. Her
work focused on high school dropout prevention, literacy programs,
and online math opportunities. She has authored several reports on
these topics. Ms. Fryer holds a bachelor's degree from Boston College
and a master’s degree from Harvard University in Education Policy and
Management.
Julie Sweetland
Vice President for Strategy & Innovation
FrameWorks Institute
Julie Sweetland is a sociolinguist and vice president for strategy and
innovation at the FrameWorks Institute, where she leads efforts to
diffuse the organization’s cutting-edge, evidence-based reframing
recommendations throughout the nonprofit sector. Since joining
FrameWorks in 2012, she has led the development of powerful
learning experiences for nonprofit leaders and has provided strategic
communications guidance for advocates, policymakers, and scientists
nationwide and internationally. Prior to joining FrameWorks, she was
actively involved in improving teaching and learning for over a decade
as a classroom teacher, instructional designer, and teacher educator.
At Center for Inspired Teaching, she served as director of teaching and
learning and helped to found a demonstration school with an
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embedded teacher residency. As founding director of the Center for
Urban Education, she launched a graduate teacher preparation
program for the University of the District of Columbia. Her linguistic
research has focused on the intersection of language and race; on the
role of language variation and language attitudes on student learning;
and on effective professional learning for teachers. Her work has
appeared in publications such as the Journal of Sociolinguistics,
Educational Researcher, and Education Week, and she is the coauthor of African American, Creole, and Other Vernacular Englishes in
Education. She is a graduate of Georgetown University and lectures
regularly at her alma mater. She completed her MA and PhD in
linguistics at Stanford University.
jsweetland@frameworksinstitute.org
Twitter: @jsw33ts
Developing a Global Perspective: Reflection on the Global EPFP Experience
Lindens
Robert Monson (EPFP ‘88-89)
NY EPFP Coordinator (‘01-Present), GEPFP Coordinator (‘11-Present)
Adjunct Associate Professor of Education Leadership
Teachers College, Columbia University
Dr. Robert Monson is an associate professor of educational leadership
at Manhattanville College in Purchase, New York. He is also an adjunct
associate professor of education leadership at Teachers College,
Columbia University where he is a faculty member in the Cahn
Fellowship for Distinguished New York City Principals. Also at Teachers
College, advises doctoral dissertations, coordinates the Education
Policy Fellowship Program and the Global Education Policy Fellowship
Program, both offered in collaboration with the Institute for Educational
Leadership in Washington, DC. From 2000 to 2009, he was a senior
lecturer and program coordinator in education leadership at Teachers
College, Columbia University.
He holds a bachelor’s degree in political science, a master’s degree in
curriculum and instruction, and a Ph.D. in educational administration
from Saint Louis University. In 1977, he was a postdoctoral fellow at
the Harvard Graduate School of Education.
Across seven states he has served public school children in the
capacities of teacher, high school assistant principal, high school
principal, assistant superintendent, and four superintendent positions
in Ohio, Massachusetts, Minnesota, and New York. From 1990 to
2000 he taught in Lesley University’s national curriculum and
instruction master’s degree program. From 1990 to 1992, he served
as a member of the advisory board of the Harvard Principals Center. In
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1997, he was a visiting faculty member at the Harvard Graduate
School of Education.
In recent years he has served as a consultant for ASCD, Public Agenda,
the Annenberg Institute for School Reform, and the Tri-States
Standards Consortium. Currently, he is consultant to the University of
Cambridge (UK) International Examinations and is engaged in principal
professional development initiatives in China.
He has co-authored two volumes on performance assessment for
Zephyr Press and has published numerous journal articles on
curriculum, assessment, and literacy education. His professional
interests lie in leadership development, curriculum and learning, and
public engagement.
rjm210@columbia.edu
Dan Schultz (EPFP ‘76-77)
MI EPFP Coordinator (’82-Present), GEPFP Coordinator (’11-Present)
Senior Policy and Program Advisor, Office of K-12 Outreach, College of
Education
Michigan State University
Dan Schultz is Senior Policy and Program Advisor for the Office of K-12
Outreach in the College of Education at Michigan State University. He
also provides leadership for the College’s Fellowship for Enhancing
Global Understanding China Program, a faculty and doctoral student
study abroad program, and develops and leads MSU-sponsored study
tours to the United Kingdom, Botswana and China. His background
includes executive leadership and policy roles in state government in
Michigan, where he was Assistant State Superintendent and Director
of Technology and Grants for the Michigan Department of Education
and the State Board of Education.
He holds academic degrees in economics and education
administration, and for over 30 years has led the Michigan Education
Policy Fellowship Program. His experience includes service as an
elected trustee on a community school district’s board of education.
Dr. Schultz is the recipient of the Institute for Educational Leadership's
National Leadership Award, the MSU College of Education Alumni
Association's Distinguished Alumni Award and the 2014 International
Friendship Award from the Faculty of Education at Southwest
University in Chongqing, China.
dws@msu.edu
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PreK-20 Alignment and Collective Impact
Dumbarton
Brian Boggs (EPFP 12-13)
Outreach and Development Specialist
College of Education
Michigan State University
Brian Boggs serves as outreach specialist in the Office of K-12
Outreach in the College of Education at Michigan State University. His
area of expertise is policy development and analysis in the areas of
school reform and holds a dual major Ph.D. in Educational Policy and
Administration from MSU. In addition, he holds a special certification in
urban education from MSU and is a graduate of the Michigan
Educational Policy Fellowship Program (2012-13). He has served as a
high school English teacher and central office administrator. With a
bachelor’s degree in English and history and his master’s degree in
English language and literature, he has taught college rhetoric and
critical writing courses at the University of Michigan – Flint. He has
written extensively on the subject of organizational and instructional
complexity. His research interests include organizational theory, policy
making, sociology of education, experimental design, school
improvement, and the history and politics of U.S. education. He has
studied urban school education in U.K. He serves as an elected official
in a local unit of government.
Twitter: @MSUCollegeofEd
Elizabeth Gaines
Senior Fellow
The Forum for Youth Investment
Elizabeth helps policymakers improve youth outcomes around the
country. Over the past decade she has developed and grown the
Children’s Cabinet Network and is the nation’s leading expert on
children’s cabinets and councils. Overseeing the Forum’s state and
local policy efforts keeps her abreast of innovations around the country
so she can share ideas with other local, state and national
organizations. From this unique vantage point she has helped policy
leaders develop tools and techniques to improve their use of data,
increase their policy alignment, and more efficiently apply resources
toward greater impact. Her publications include The Adding It Up Guide
to Mapping Public Resources for Children, Youth and Families, the
Forum papers on state children’s cabinets and councils; and How
Public Policy Can Support Collective Impact, co-authored with FSG.
Most recently, she developed the Children’s Funding Project to help
local leaders find, align, generate, and evaluate funding to improve kid
outcomes, including creating new local, dedicated funding streams.
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When she joined the Forum in 2005, Ms. Gaines had already built a
youth advocacy career; her commitment began with seven years
leading after-school and community-based youth programs at the
Atwood Community Center in Madison, Wis. She later served as youth
policy analyst for Citizens for Missouri’s Children, where she lobbied
state lawmakers, convened a youth development network, and led the
“Invest in Missouri’s Children” campaign to secure tobacco settlement
dollars for child and youth development activities. A native of St. Louis,
Mo., she attended the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
elizabeth@forumfyi.org
Twitter: @elizgaines / @readyby21
Richard Laine
Independent Consultant
Former Education Division Director
National Governors Association
Richard has held a range of leadership positions in education that
have given him the opportunity to bring about systemic change in the
states in which he has worked. While currently an independent
consultant, most recently he was the Director of Education at the
National Governors Association where he led a team that provided
support for the nation’s governors in the areas of early childhood, K12, and postsecondary education. He led work on a number of key
policy issues relevant to governors’ efforts to develop and support the
implementation of policy, including: birth to 3rd grade access,
readiness & quality; college & career-training ready standards &
related assessments; teacher & leader effectiveness; competencybased learning; charter schools; & postsecondary (higher education &
workforce training) access, success & affordability. Richard also led
efforts on policy issues related to bridging the system divides between
early childhood, K-12 & postsecondary, as well as the connection
between the education pipeline & the workforce.
Prior to NGA, Mr. Laine: led The Wallace Foundation’s $300 million
national education leadership initiative; managed the Illinois Business
Roundtable’s education efforts; & served as the Associate
Superintendent at the Illinois State Board of Education. He has
presented and published on numerous topics in education, especially
in the areas of education leadership, standards & the question of
whether and how money matters in education.
Mr. Laine received an M.B.A. from the Graduate School of Business, an
M.P.P. from the Graduate School of Public Policy Studies & a
Certificate of Advanced Studies in Education Policy, all from the
University of Chicago.
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Networking Lunch
New Administration’s Education Priorities
Grand Ballroom

Jason Botel
Deputy Assistant Secretary, Elementary and Secondary Education
Acting Assistant Secretary, Elementary and Secondary Education
U.S. Department of Education
Jason Botel first joined the U.S Department of Education as the Senior
White House Advisor, for Education and has since taken on the title of
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education
and Acting Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary
Education.
Botel started his career teaching at Booker T. Washington Middle
School in West Baltimore as a Teach For America corps member and
went on to serve as founding principal and executive director of KIPP
Baltimore. Most recently, he was the executive director of
MarylandCAN. Botel holds a bachelor’s and master’s degree in English
from the University of Pennsylvania and a master’s degree in education
administration and supervision from National-Louis University. Botel is
now the parent of two public school students in Washington, D.C.
@usedgov
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Congressional Simulation Intro
Grand Ballroom

Congressional Simulation
Ballroom I, Ballroom II, Kennedy Ballroom

Tyson Elbert (EPFP ‘07-08)
MS EPFP Coordinator (’11-Present)
Research Associate
John C. Stennis Institute of Government
Mississippi State University
Tyson Elbert co-directs the Education Policy Fellowship Program at the
John C. Stennis Institute of Government, a service and research nonprofit located at Mississippi State University. He specializes in
grassroots and direct advocacy, enjoys bringing ideas to action through
citizen involvement in the political process, and is a sought after
facilitator of the Congressional Insight program. Mr. Elbert currently
sits on the board of civil rights organization Freedom 64 and is a
Fellow at the Education Policy Center at The University of Alabama.
Twitter: @tysonelbert
Helen Janc Malone
Director of Education Policy and Institutional Advancement
National Director, Education Policy Fellowship Program
Institute for Educational Leadership
Dr. Helen Janc Malone joined IEL in 2013 as the Director of
Institutional Advancement and in 2014 also began directing IEL’s
Education Policy Fellowship Program. She is focused on continuing to
grow IEL as premier voice on cross-boundary leadership and an agent
of social change and on strengthening EPFP. Her areas of expertise
include education policy and leadership, expanded learning, and
systems-level change in the national and global contexts.
She is adjunct professorial lecturer at American University, the chair of
the American Educational Research Association Educational Change
Special Interest Groups, board member of the International Congress
for School Effectiveness and Improvement, editor-in-chief of a new
book series on out-of-school time with Information Age Publishing, and
serves on the editorial board of a peer reviewed Journal of Expanded
Learning Opportunities. She is also a peer reviewer for several
academic journals focused on educational change, youth development,
and school-community partnerships.
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Her recent select publications include: Future Directions of Educational
Change: Social Justice, Professional Capital, and Systems Change (coeditor, Routledge, 2017); Networks for Change: Global Perspectives,
Local Practices (ed., International Congress for School Effectiveness
and Improvement, 2015); Empowering Teachers: The Role of SchoolCommunity Partnerships (book chapter with Reuben Jacobson, IEL, in
Flip the System: Changing Education from the Ground Up, 2015);
Leading Educational Change: Global Issues, Challenges, and Lessons
on Whole-System Reform (Teachers College Press, 2013), The Futures
of School Reform (Harvard Education Press, 2012, co-authored
chapter with Jeffrey Henig and Paul Reville), Expanded Learning Time
and Opportunities (Jossey-Bass, 2011), Year-Round Learning:
Connecting School, Afterschool, and Summer Contexts to Support
Learning (Harvard Family Research Project, 2011, co-author). She has
co-founded two special interest groups within the American
Educational Research Association. Malone has given distinguished
lectures domestically and abroad and has appeared in mass media,
including PBS, C-SPAN, Huffington Post, and has run two Education
Week blogs.
Dr. Malone holds Ed.D., in education policy, leadership, and
instructional practice from Harvard University.
maloneh@iel.org
Twitter: @HelenJancMalone
Marty Wiseman
Director Emeritus, Stennis Institute of Government
Professor Emeritus, Department of Political Science and Public
Administration
Mississippi State University
William Martin Wiseman is Director Emeritus of the John C. Stennis
Institute of Government and Professor Emeritus of Political Science
and Public Administration at Mississippi State University. He received
his Ph.D. in 1986, his MPPA in 1980, his MS in 1974, and his BA in
1973, all awarded from Mississippi State University. In addition to his
duties at Mississippi State, Dr. Wiseman is a guest professor at
Jackson State University. Dr. Wiseman's areas of academic interest
include American government, intergovernmental relations and
federalism, county and municipal management, public personnel
administration, and innovations in state and local government
management. He has had articles published in Public Productivity and
Management Review, Mid-South Journal of Political Science, Public
Administration Quarterly, International Journal of Public Administration
and others. He has also published numerous research and technical
assistance reports. Dr. Wiseman has provided testimony on numerous
occasions to Mississippi Senate and House Committees on
governmental issues.
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Dr. Wiseman is a sought-after speaker on state and local government,
particularly in Mississippi, and rural development. Often a guest
editorial writer in Mississippi daily and weekly newspapers, he can also
be relied upon to evaluate federal, state and local election results for
all media. Dr. Wiseman serves as a committee member on the Civil
Rights Commission on Education, the Mississippi Economic Policy
Center Advisory Council, and the Delta Early Learning Leadership
Initiative. He also serves as Chair of the Wood Institute Board of
Directors.
Twitter: @M_WisemanGOVT

TUESDAY, April 25
Plenary Session
The New Administration & the 115th Congress: What Can & Should We Expect?
Grand Ballroom

Norman J. Ornstein
Resident Scholar
American Enterprise Institute
Norman Ornstein is a long-time observer of Congress and politics. He is
a contributing editor and columnist for National Journal and The
Atlantic and is an election eve analyst for BBC News. He served as CoDirector of the AEI-Brookings Election Reform Project and participates
in AEI’s Election Watch series. He also served as a senior counselor to
the Continuity of Government Commission. Mr. Ornstein led a working
group of scholars and practitioners that helped shape the law, known
as McCain-Feingold, that reformed the campaign financing system. He
was elected as a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences
in 2004. His many books include The Permanent Campaign and Its
Future (AEI Press, 2000); The Broken Branch: How Congress Is Failing
America and How to Get It Back on Track, with Thomas E. Mann
(Oxford University Press, 2006, named by the Washington Post as one
of the best books of 2006 and called by The Economist “a classic”);
and, most recently, the New York Times bestseller, It’s Even Worse
Than It Looks: How the American Constitutional System Collided With
the New Politics of Extremism, also with Tom Mann, published in May
2012 by Basic Books. It was named as one of 2012’s best books on
politics by The New Yorker and one of the best books of the year by
the Washington Post.
Twitter: @NormOrnstein
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Plenary Session
Policy, Politics & Procedures Inside Congress
Grand Ballroom

Judy Schneider
Senior Analyst, Specialist on Congress
Congressional Research Service
Judy Schneider is a Specialist on Congress at the Congressional
Research Service (CRS). She is a frequent speaker and lecturer on
Congress and legislative procedures. She holds a bachelor’s and
master’s degree from American University. Ms. Schneider is co-author
of the Congressional Deskbook, a comprehensive resource frequently
used by Congress and lobbyists. Ms. Schneider is well known on
Capitol Hill by Members of Congress, staff, lobbyists, and others as
“THE person” for information on numerous topics, including House,
Senate, and Committee procedure.
Ms. Schneider has been a longtime friend of Women in Government
Relations and was granted Emeritus Member status in 2004.
Previously only reserved for Members of Congress, Emeritus Member
status is reserved for women who have displayed an exceptional
commitment to helping other women succeed in government relations
and who have also achieved notable personal success in that
endeavor. She also serves as an adjunct scholar at the Brookings
Institute.

WEDNESDAY, April 25
Samuel Halperin Lecture & Youth Public Service Award
Grand Ballroom
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Karen J. Pittman
Co-Founder, President and CEO
The Forum for Youth Investment
Karen J. Pittman is president and CEO of the Forum for Youth
Investment, a national nonprofit, nonpartisan “action tank” that
combines thought leadership on youth development, youth policy,
cross-system/cross-sector partnerships and developmental youth
practice with on-the-ground training, technical assistance and
supports. She has made a career of starting organizations and
initiatives that promote youth development.
Ms. Pittman is a respected sociologist and leader in youth
development. Prior to co-founding the Forum in 1998, she launched
adolescent pregnancy prevention initiatives at the Children’s Defense
Fund, started the Center for Youth Development and Policy Research,
and served as senior vice president at the International Youth
Foundation. Karen was involved in the founding of America’s Promise
and directed the President's Crime Prevention Council during the
William Clinton administration.
karen@forumfyi.org
Twitter: @KarenPittman

Yasmine Arrington
Founder and Executive Director
ScholarCHIPS, Inc.
Yasmine Arrington is a native Washingtonian. Ms. Arrington is Miss
District of Columbia Plus America 2016 and is a 2017 WKYS Top 30
Under 30. She is a 2015 graduate of Elon University with a Bachelor of
Arts in Strategic Communications and History and is a Master of
Divinity candidate at Howard University School of Divinity. Ms. Arrington
is the founder and executive director of ScholarCHIPS, Inc. an
organization she started as her community venture as a LearnServe
International Fellow and Girl Scout Gold award Project. ScholarCHIPS is
now an incorporated, 501c3 organization that provides college
scholarships, support and mentorship to students with incarcerated
parents who are pursuing their college degree or vocational
certifications. Ms. Arrington is also an Advisory Board member on
NationalCurvesDay, Inc. on the Community Service Committee, where
she will help to plan and carry out community service to young girls,
women and the homeless. She is also on Mayor Muriel Bowser’s
Commission on Reentry and Returning Citizens on the Family
Reunification Committee. For more information about ScholarCHIPS,
the work that the organization is doing in the community and how to
get involved, please visit www.scholarchipsfund.org.
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Twitter: @YazzieSpeaks
Making Meaning in One’s Leadership Role
Teachers, Principals, and School-Level Leaders
Culpeper
Shital C. Shah (EPFP ‘08-09)
Associate Director, Ed Issues
American Federation of Teachers
Shital C. Shah is the associate director of educational issues at
the American Federation of Teachers (AFT). In this role, she works
across AFT departments to help examine and develop policy for and to
support implementation of AFT’s community schools area of work
around whole school reform and provides support and training to state
and local affiliates around the community school strategy and
extended learning time. Previously, Ms. Shah served as the manager of
policy and partnerships at the Coalition for Community Schools at the
Institute for Educational Leadership; a consultant at Innovation
Network, Inc.; and the director of an East Harlem out-of-school time
program with the New York Road Runners Foundation. She also was a
Peace Corps volunteer in Honduras. Ms. Shah holds a master’s degree
from the Milano School of International Affairs, Management, and
Urban Policy at The New School, and a bachelor’s degree from George
Washington University.
sshah@aft.org
Twitter: @schandrashah
Superintendents and District-Level Leaders
Roosevelt Ballroom
Noelle Ellerson Ng (EPFP ‘09-10)
Associate Executive Director, Policy and Advocacy
AASA, the School Superintendents Association
Noelle Ellerson directs the legislative and advocacy efforts of AASA in
Congress and the U.S. Department of Education.
Ms. Ellerson came to AASA in 2007 as a policy analyst. She leads the
advocacy department in their effort to leverage the voice of school
administrators in all aspects of federal education policy though
member networks, outreach, policy analysis and involvement in the
legislative process. The work of her department involves research and
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analysis supporting AASA’s advocacy work for public education,
representing AASA advocacy priorities on Capitol Hill, and AASA’s
survey and data programs, as well as AASA’s advocacy network and
social media, including AASA’s advocacy blog and twitter. She regularly
speaks on federal education policy to school leaders across the
country.
Ms. Ellerson began her career as a high school special education
teacher in Central New York. She worked in state-level advocacy for the
College Board while earning her master’s degree.
A native of New York, Ms. Ellerson graduated from Nazareth College of
Rochester with a degree in political science and certification in
elementary and special education. She completed her master’s degree
in public policy and education administration and policy at the
Rockefeller College at the University of Albany (SUNY). She is an alum
of the Institute for Educational Leadership Education Policy Fellowship
Program (Class of 2010) and the Emerging Leaders Program, through
PDK (Class of 2013-14).
nellerson@aasa.org
Twitter: @noellerson

State-Level Leaders
Longworth
Michael D. Usdan
Senior Fellow
Institute for Educational Leadership
Michael D. Usdan served as President of the Institute for Educational
Leadership (IEL) from 1981 through 2001. As of July 1, 2001, he
became a Senior Fellow at the organization.
Before joining IEL Michael Usdan was Connecticut's Commissioner of
Higher Education from 1978 through 1981. From 1974 through 1978
Mr. Usdan was President of the Merrill-Palmer Institute in Detroit.
Mr. Usdan received his masters and doctoral degrees from Columbia
University, having previously completed his undergraduate studies at
Brown University. He worked on the staff of the late Dr. James B.
Conant in the latter's famous studies of American education and has
taught at Columbia University, City University of New York,
Northwestern and Fordham Universities, and in schools in New York
City and White Plains. He also served as a member and president of
the school board in the city of New Rochelle, New York from 1969 to
1974.
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Mr. Usdan has written many articles and books on various aspects of
education. Several themes dominate his writing: problems relating to
urban education, the relationship of government and politics to
education, and the growing interest in developing closer relationships
between elementary - secondary and higher education. He has been a
consultant to local and state boards of education and educational
organizations throughout the country and has spoken at and
participated in numerous meetings, both in the United states and
internationally in nations such as China, India, Nepal, Hungary, Russia,
and Japan.
Currently, among other affiliations, he is a member of the Editorial
Advisory Board of the Phi Delta Kappan magazine and a consultant to
the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards, the U.S.
Conference of Mayors, the Hunt Institute, and the Council of Chief
State School Officers. He also serves as a Senior Fellow at the
National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education and the George
Washington University."
usdanm@iel.org

Higher Education Leaders
Latrobe
Dominique J. Jones, MBA
Director
ACCUPLACER, Outreach & Implementation
College Board
Ms. Dominique J. Jones, MBA, has a background rooted in the
education industry, with a focus on addressing the educational needs
of underserved student populations. As director of Outreach &
Implementation for the College Board’s ACCUPLACER program, Jones
works to increase the adoption and delivery of ACCUPLACER within
states, large higher education systems, and districts.
Prior to joining ACCUPLACER, Jones worked within various other units
within the College Board, including: Government Relations, Operations,
Counselor Advocacy and Upward Bound. Jones has extensive
experience coordinating collaborative efforts among the College Board
and other public, private, and non-profit organizations with the shared
goal of improving student outcomes.
Jones has a very scientific and results-oriented outlook about
conducting business. The characteristics of her work behavior match
her formal educational training. She earned her MBA from Trinity
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University in Washington, D.C. and her B.S. in biology from Marymount
University in Virginia.

Research Leaders
Helen Janc Malone
Director of Education Policy and Institutional Advancement
National Director, Education Policy Fellowship Program
Institute for Educational Leadership
Dr. Helen Janc Malone joined IEL in 2013 as the Director of
Institutional Advancement and in 2014 also began directing IEL’s
Education Policy Fellowship Program. She is focused on continuing to
grow IEL as premier voice on cross-boundary leadership and an agent
of social change and on strengthening EPFP. Her areas of expertise
include education policy and leadership, expanded learning, and
systems-level change in the national and global contexts.
She is adjunct professorial lecturer at American University, the chair of
the American Educational Research Association Educational Change
Special Interest Groups, board member of the International Congress
for School Effectiveness and Improvement, editor-in-chief of a new
book series on out-of-school time with Information Age Publishing, and
serves on the editorial board of a peer reviewed Journal of Expanded
Learning Opportunities. She is also a peer reviewer for several
academic journals focused on educational change, youth development,
and school-community partnerships.
Her recent select publications include: Future Directions of Educational
Change: Social Justice, Professional Capital, and Systems Change (coeditor, Routledge, 2017); Networks for Change: Global Perspectives,
Local Practices (ed., International Congress for School Effectiveness
and Improvement, 2015); Empowering Teachers: The Role of SchoolCommunity Partnerships (book chapter with Reuben Jacobson, IEL, in
Flip the System: Changing Education from the Ground Up, 2015);
Leading Educational Change: Global Issues, Challenges, and Lessons
on Whole-System Reform (Teachers College Press, 2013), The Futures
of School Reform (Harvard Education Press, 2012, co-authored
chapter with Jeffrey Henig and Paul Reville), Expanded Learning Time
and Opportunities (Jossey-Bass, 2011), Year-Round Learning:
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Connecting School, Afterschool, and Summer Contexts to Support
Learning (Harvard Family Research Project, 2011, co-author). She has
co-founded two special interest groups within the American
Educational Research Association. Malone has given distinguished
lectures domestically and abroad and has appeared in mass media,
including PBS, C-SPAN, Huffington Post, and has run two Education
Week blogs.
Dr. Malone holds Ed.D., in education policy, leadership, and
instructional practice from Harvard University.
maloneh@iel.org
Twitter: @HelenJancMalone
Advocacy and Policy Leaders
Grand Ballroom
Bernice Butler (EPFP ‘15-16)
Partnerships Manager, Coalition for Community Schools
Institute for Educational Leadership
Bernice Butler joined IEL as the partnerships manager for the Coalition
for Community Schools in 2016. Prior, she was a senior associate at
the Data Quality Campaign, where she aided in the alignment of local,
state, and federal policy recommendations, providing education
leaders with information to support students and families. She
analyzed emerging policies and practices, convened national thought
leaders, and worked with partner organizations to aid local and district
leaders in using evidence to improve student outcomes. Her previous
experience includes service as the program director of the Memphis
Talent Dividend and Graduate Memphis, two action initiatives of
Leadership Memphis. While there, she managed a community
collaborative with over 80 partners to execute city-wide education
initiatives.
Ms. Butler began her career in Washington, D.C. as a Capital City
Fellow. She completed rotations with D.C.'s Department of Youth
Rehabilitation Services, Department of Housing and Community
Development, Department of Homeland Security and Emergency
Management, and Office of the State Superintendent of Education. In
2010, she accepted a position as an administrative budget manager
and grant coordinator of the City of Saginaw, Mich, where she
managed the city’s performance management program and CitiStat
initiative and managed budget functions for four departments: Fiscal
Services, Technical Services, Public Works, and Economic
Development. In 2012, she was selected as a White House Strong
Cities, Strong Communities Fellow. In this capacity, she worked as an
advisor to the mayor of Memphis and city administrator focused on
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evaluating government operations and helping build a performance
management system consisting of key performance indicators,
ChoiceStat, and a digital data warehouse.
Born and raised in Georgia, Ms. Butler earned a bachelor’s degree
from Georgia State University in psychology with a minor in political
science. She earned a master’s in public administration with a
concentration on local government management from the University of
Georgia’s School of Public and International Affairs. She has served on
the Georgia Supreme Court Committee on Justice for Children (2007–
08) and Georgia’s Children and Youth Coordinating Council (2005–08).
She is also 2016 graduate of the Institute for Educational Leadership’s
D.C. Education Policy Fellowship Program.
butlerb@iel.org
Twitter: @Bbutler180
Recognition of Former IEL President Marty J. Blank
Grand Ballroom
Elizabeth ‘Betty’ L. Hale (EPFP ’73-74)
Senior Fellow
Institute for Educational Leadership
For over two decades, Elizabeth ‘Betty’ Hale has been involved in IEL’s
efforts to create and then work through action and learning networks
to improve outcomes for children and youth. She has helped build
bridges among the research, policy, and practice communities and has
played a substantive role in all of IEL’s leadership development
activities, including the Education Policy Fellowship Program,
Superintendents Prepared, and Collaborative Leaders programs. Ms.
Hale works to inform, support and connect education stakeholders
while maintaining a focus on the development and mentoring of
women and minorities in the leadership pipeline. She played a major
role in the development of e-Lead, the award-winning, web-based
resource focused on the professional development of principals,
created in partnership with the Laboratory for Student Success at
Temple University.
Ms. Hales's varied professional experiences include serving as an
education budget analyst in the Illinois Governor's Office; as the
Director of Training Programs for Head Start in the Region III office of
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services; and as the
Director of Head Start Training for West Virginia. She began her career
as a public school teacher in Springfield, Ohio and taught with the
Department of Defense Education Activity at military installations in
Japan, Ethiopia, Turkey, and Italy. Ms. Hale consults with schools, state
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agencies, and other projects and initiatives across the country. She
plans and facilitates leadership seminars, and writes articles and
reports on education leadership and related issues.
She is a graduate of the University of Kentucky, and a member of its
College of Education’s Hall of Fame. Betty holds graduate degrees from
the Harvard Graduate School of Education (Ed. M.) and the Harvard
Kennedy School (M.P.A.).
Ms. Hale serves on the advisory board of a number of nonprofit
organizations, including Thurgood Marshall Academy, a public charter
high school in Washington, D.C. She was an elected member of the
HGSE Alumni Council and served a term as president. Betty is the
2005 recipient of the HGSE’s Alumni Council Award for Outstanding
Contribution to Education.
haleb@iel.org
Session: Recognition of Former IEL President Marty J. Blank

Michael D. Usdan
Senior Fellow
Institute for Educational Leadership
Michael D. Usdan served as President of the Institute for Educational
Leadership (IEL) from 1981 through 2001. As of July 1, 2001, he
became a Senior Fellow at the organization.
Before joining IEL Michael Usdan was Connecticut's Commissioner of
Higher Education from 1978 through 1981. From 1974 through 1978
Mr. Usdan was President of the Merrill-Palmer Institute in Detroit.
Mr. Usdan received his masters and doctoral degrees from Columbia
University, having previously completed his undergraduate studies at
Brown University. He worked on the staff of the late Dr. James B.
Conant in the latter's famous studies of American education and has
taught at Columbia University, City University of New York,
Northwestern and Fordham Universities, and in schools in New York
City and White Plains. He also served as a member and president of
the school board in the city of New Rochelle, New York from 1969 to
1974.
Mr. Usdan has written many articles and books on various aspects of
education. Several themes dominate his writing: problems relating to
urban education, the relationship of government and politics to
education, and the growing interest in developing closer relationships
between elementary - secondary and higher education. He has been a
consultant to local and state boards of education and educational
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organizations throughout the country and has spoken at and
participated in numerous meetings, both in the United states and
internationally in nations such as China, India, Nepal, Hungary, Russia,
and Japan.
Currently, among other affiliations, he is a member of the Editorial
Advisory Board of the Phi Delta Kappan magazine and a consultant to
the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards, the U.S.
Conference of Mayors, the Hunt Institute, and the Council of Chief
State School Officers. He also serves as a Senior Fellow at the
National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education and the George
Washington University."
usdanm@iel.org
Johan E. Uvin
President
Institute for Education Leadership
Johan E. Uvin became IEL's president in February 2017. Prior to his IEL
leadership, he served as the Acting Assistant Secretary for the Office of
Career, Technical, and Adult Education (OCTAE) at the U.S. Department
of Education. While at the Department, he also served as the acting
director of the Policy Research and Evaluation Services Division of
OCTAE and the co-chair of the Interagency Forum on Disconnected
Youth, a multi-agency federal collaboration to improve the outcomes of
disconnected youths. Since 2010, he has also been a member of the
steering committee of the Domestic Policy Council's New Americans
Citizenship and Integration Initiative, which developed a framework for
federal efforts on immigrant integration. He further led the
Department's Pay for Success work and coordinates the Department's
responsibilities related to the implementation of the Presidential
Memorandum on Job-Driven Training. He started at the Department as
the OCTAE senior policy advisor to then Assistant Secretary Brenda
Dann-Messier (IEL Board member), before advancing to Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Policy and Strategic Initiatives in the Office.
Prior to his appointments at the Department, He led the Rhode Island
state office that oversees adult education, career and technical
education, and GED testing. He also held several leadership positions
in education and workforce development in both the public and private
sectors.
He holds a doctorate in administration, planning and social policy and
a master's degree in international education from Harvard University.
He also holds a Master of Arts in teaching English to speakers of other
languages (TESOL) from the School of International Training in
Brattleboro, Vt.
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UvinJ@iel.org
Twitter: @uvinjo_us

Closing Plenary
The Movement’s in the Room: The Role of EPFP in Our Current Educational Climate
Grand Ballroom
Kent McGuire (EPFP ‘80-81)
President and CEO
Southern Education Foundation
Dr. Kent McGuire, President and CEO is responsible for SEF’s mission to
advance equity and excellence in education in the American
South. Prior to joining SEF, Dr. McGuire served as the Dean of the
College of Education at Temple University and was a tenured professor
in the Department of Educational Leadership and Policy
Studies. Previously Dr. McGuire was Senior Vice President at MDRC,
Inc.. Before that he served in the Clinton Administration as Assistant
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Education. His prior non-profit work
included being the Education Program Officer for the Philadelphia-based
Pew Charitable Trusts and serving as Education Program Director for the
Lilly Endowment. He has written and co-authored various policy reports,
book chapters and papers in professional journals. He currently serves
on many boards including: The Wallace Foundation, The Institute for
Education Leadership, The New Teacher Project, and Alliance for
Excellent Education. He received his Ph.D. in public administration from
the University of Colorado at Boulder, his M.A. in education
administration and policy from Columbia University Teacher’s College,
and his B.A. in economics from the University of Michigan.
Twitter: @ckmcguire
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Closing Remarks
Helen Janc Malone
Director of Education Policy and Institutional Advancement
National Director, Education Policy Fellowship Program
Institute for Educational Leadership
Dr. Helen Janc Malone joined IEL in 2013 as the Director of
Institutional Advancement and in 2014 also began directing IEL’s
Education Policy Fellowship Program. She is focused on continuing to
grow IEL as premier voice on cross-boundary leadership and an agent
of social change and on strengthening EPFP. Her areas of expertise
include education policy and leadership, expanded learning, and
systems-level change in the national and global contexts.
She is adjunct professorial lecturer at American University, the chair of
the American Educational Research Association Educational Change
Special Interest Groups, board member of the International Congress
for School Effectiveness and Improvement, editor-in-chief of a new
book series on out-of-school time with Information Age Publishing, and
serves on the editorial board of a peer reviewed Journal of Expanded
Learning Opportunities. She is also a peer reviewer for several
academic journals focused on educational change, youth development,
and school-community partnerships.
Her recent select publications include: Future Directions of Educational
Change: Social Justice, Professional Capital, and Systems Change (coeditor, Routledge, 2017); Networks for Change: Global Perspectives,
Local Practices (ed., International Congress for School Effectiveness
and Improvement, 2015); Empowering Teachers: The Role of SchoolCommunity Partnerships (book chapter with Reuben Jacobson, IEL, in
Flip the System: Changing Education from the Ground Up, 2015);
Leading Educational Change: Global Issues, Challenges, and Lessons
on Whole-System Reform (Teachers College Press, 2013), The Futures
of School Reform (Harvard Education Press, 2012, co-authored
chapter with Jeffrey Henig and Paul Reville), Expanded Learning Time
and Opportunities (Jossey-Bass, 2011), Year-Round Learning:
Connecting School, Afterschool, and Summer Contexts to Support
Learning (Harvard Family Research Project, 2011, co-author). She has
co-founded two special interest groups within the American
Educational Research Association. Malone has given distinguished
lectures domestically and abroad and has appeared in mass media,
including PBS, C-SPAN, Huffington Post, and has run two Education
Week blogs.
Dr. Malone holds Ed.D., in education policy, leadership, and
instructional practice from Harvard University.
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maloneh@iel.org
Twitter: @HelenJancMalone

