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Frankie Watson is 1995 Woman of the Year
By Toya Cirica Cook
Director of Public Relations

Frankie'Watson represents the best of who we are,

as women and as leaders. At the E\7TG Annual

Conference on November 20, Frankie was named the

1995 \Woman of the Year.

A Regional Director of the Texas Rehabilitation

Commission, Frankie is also a founder of the E\7TG
Gulf Coast Region VI. She currently serves as Chair of
the Region. As a woman who has demonstrated her

leadership in E\fTG by using her abilities to establish a

new region, Frankie is to be commended. She furthers

ESfTG's goals by developing programs that attract

diverse women to our organization. .

Frankie has displayed professional excellence

through a solid record of accomplishments and progress

not only in her career, but also through a demonstrated

commitment to life-long learning. Frankie began her

career with the Texas Rehabilitation Commission as a

vocational rehabilitation counselor and has remained

with the agency, receiving promotions to her current

position of Regional Director. Throughout her career,

Frankie continued to seek further educational

opportunities through professional development

programs across the state. Frankie is a graduate of the

1995 class of Leadership Texas.

Frankie has maintained a strong commitment to
fostering the growth and development of other women

by sharing her guidance and professional skills. She has

actively encouraged participation in EVTG in the

Houston area and personally facilitates the membership

and attendance of those women under her supervision.

In addition to all of these accomplishments, Frankie

is an outstanding person who is truly dedicated to her

family, communiry, and her career. Congratulations to

the 1995'Woman of the Year. Frankie.Watson!

T h e D e c emb e r Annu al M e etrin g

andHoliday Luncheon

on Thursday, December 7,

isfor membere onlv.



Speakers' Spotlight
Experiences of a County Commissioner Scholarship Awarded

EWTG Leadership Texas

By Joelyn Weeks
Director of Programs

Margaret Gomez, Travis County Commissioner -
Precinct 4, was the guest speaker at the Octob er 25, 1995
membership luncheon. Ms. Gomez provided attendees with
an interesting overview of her first ren months as counry
commissioner.

Gomez explained how each department within Travis
County falls into one of five areas of responsibiliry. In the
last year, the Commissioners' Court began working to
improve cooperation, collaboration and communication with
the executive management team as well as the employee
population. Gomez also explained the budget process and
how budgeting decisions have an impact on basic services
provided by county governmenr. Basic services provided by
the county include access to and response from counry stafi
good roads, flood control, health and human services, insect
and rodent control, law enforcement, and EMS services.

Gomez also gave examples of some "interlocal"
agreements Travis Counry has with other taxing entities
(school districts, the Ciry of Austin, and other counries) to
pool resources to provide taxpayers better services. One
recent agreemenr involves partnering with Austin ISD and
Del Valle ISD in the Truancy Program. fu Constables
receive the daily absenree reports from the schools, they visit
the parents the evening of the child's absence from school.
Both school districts report improved artendance rates.
Another example is the agreement berween Travis and
Bastrop Counties to work on some roads at the counry lines.
One county provides the equipment and the other provides
the personnel.

Gomez also described how an elected office is like many
other jobs and requires skills for managing multiple
priorities. Her priorities include the "public good," taxpayer
concerns, family, community, church and personal
development.

Gomez's informative discussion presented an excellent
opportunity for luncheon attendees to have an inside look at
county government.

The Leadership Texas Scholarship Committee has
awarded the 1996 E\7TG Scholarship ro Angelia Johnson
and Bernie Underwood. Angelia Johnson is Director of
Operations & Intake Unit at the Texas Department of
Insurance. A member of E\7TG since 1991, she has been an
active volunteer on committees each year, including the
Board of Directors as Chapter Development Director in
1993. Bernie is Chief of Stafffor Health Care euality &
Standards at the Texas Department of Health. She has been
a member of EVTG for nine years, working on various
committees and activities and serving as Treasurer on the
Board of Direcrors in 1993 and 1994. Congratulations to
both Angelia and Bernie!

Mark Your 1996 Calendars
The monthly luncheons for 1996 will continue to be

held at the Austin \foman's Club located at 8th and San
Antonio. Meetings begin at noon on the fourth \Tednesday
of eaeh moqrh, January through Ocrober.- There is plenty of
parking adjacent to the building. The cost of the luncheon is
$12. Mark your calendars now for 1996.
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It's Time To Shop For...Teddy Bears!!!

By Tricia Jones, Member
Community S ervices Committe e

The Teddy Bear project is the final community
service project sponsored by EVTG for 1995. Please

support this worthy cause by contributing a new bear

to the Travis Counry Sheriffs Department Victims
Services Division. Bears will be collected at the

December luncheon and delivered that afternoon.
The Victims Services Division is staffed with three

paid employees and several volunteer crisis teams. The

teams serve victims or survivors of crimes committed
within Travis County. A crisis team is called in on

violent crime scenes such as homicide, suicide, sexual

assault, aggravated assault, accidental death, armed robbery, death notifications, family

violence and fire victims. The crisis team is there to provide comfon and assistance to

victims--especially children--through the next few painfirl hours and continue to be a point
of contact for the victim and their family throughout the case.

Bonnie Nuendorff, with the Travis Counry Sheriffs Department, explained that having

a soft cuddly bear to hold onto when faced with a horrendous scene is sometimes all that

keeps a child and even an adult from shock or from losing complete control. Last year they

gave our over 2,500 teddy bears. Bonnie excitedly remembered E\WTG's contribution two

years ago--a ballerina bear with a pink tutu!
For more information about the Victims Services Division or how to become a

volunteer, contact Donna Geissen, Director, at 473-9709. Remember, a teddy bear helps

them do their job and its gives comfort to a child who is huning. Please help them continue

to help others by bringing a cuddly teddy bear to the December luncheon-

.{p.8t Tx Department of Transportation
Job Phone Line
1-800-893-6848

* Stars over Texas *
Helen Campbell, Commissioner of the Fire Fighters' Pension

Commission, has been elected to another two-year term as the Central

Region Director of the National Sociery of Executive Fire Officers.

The Sociery membership consists of graduates and/or current executive

students at the National Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland.

*
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Optimizing Performance: Putting the Pieces Together and
Making lt Work

Ninth Annual Professional Development Gonference

Conference Coordination Committee:
Deborah BlueiFacilities

Barbara Frasher/Exhibitor-Silent Auction
Mary Anne Griss/Registration

Josie Pellegrino/Program

Judith Rhedin/Evaluation

Board Liaisons:

Toya Cook/Publiciry
Collett Folt/Budget

Carolyn Bible/Executive Director

Thanks to the sterling effons of the Conference Coordination Committee, Board Liaisons,

Executive Director, subcommittees and volunteers, the 1995 Conference was an outstanding

success. All these enthusiastic, dedicated and resourceful women gave unstintingly of their time

and talent over the pasr ren months. 'Working 
as a team, they planned and-organized a

memorable conference in finest E\7TG tradition.
My thanks to all of you. You did a wonderful job of putting the pieces together anC making

them work. Congratulationsl

PennyJohnson
1 99 5 Vice-President/Conference
Committee Chair

Do you have changes in your
directory listing?

The new directorywill be printed
in December.

Please call the E\(/TG Office at37L-1263
and report any changes to your listing

bv December 1.



l'll valunteer for
a etanding commit'tee
please aircle choice(o)

l'll volunteer for
a oonference

commitlee
pleaee airale choice(e)

l'll volunteer for
an ad hoc committee

pleaee aircle choiae(s)

MentorohiV
Newslel,Ner

Tublic Relations

Facilities
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Dudqet,
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?tanding Committ'eea
Troqram
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Membershio

Conference Committees
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Exhibit o r s I I p o n o o r ohi p

AdHoc Commilleee
gpecial Evente, ReceVliono Communitry )ervice

olh er 9 o ci al Aclivitiee Sponeorehipo

Name Aqency

Address

Work Thone Home Thone

Clrp and mail to EWO, )uite 21OA, 35OO Jefferson, Auetin, A 78731.



Region 08 - TV Anchor To Speak at Luncheon
By Sharon Pinkston
Public Relations Director

Deborah Daniels, weeknight anchor for KMOL News 4 in San Antonio, will address Region 08 E\rTG
rnembers at their November luncheon meedng. Highlights of her career include covering the Mexico City
earthquake in 1985, meeting Britain's Prince Charles, covering the national political conventions, the 1990 \Worlcl

Economic Summit in Houston, and the aftermath of the Branch Davidian siege in'Waco.
Ms. Daniels has been voted the city's best news anchor three times by a locai newspaper. She has also been

honored by school districts and the police department for her work in rhe communiry. Ms. Daniels is a
motivational speaker and was invited to speak as part of the region's fall membership drive.

..,.......XeMe.,mtald,.,...,...,''...,.......,

...........Diddnetirkiin$on..,.' 
' '

....,...1.1Glen ...O......ea*r6n........

:::.:.: 
uua!:maib6**.:. 

'.':'.l:..:.:.:.:':,:

. .i. ...siiac€x..Beauln$field;

.,...,,.Patrieia:..s.il.l.Blittelli...i...i.i..l

,,... 
Cyntfiia,.'.BCIlihgeil...l...,. 

.i.

r i . ..A irt . .:,L{}urtnR uotllns ., , 
,

::: :]: : ::::: : : ::::::::: :: :::::.. ::::: ::

...,,Chiistibe Cornei

' Carol llx6ielb,, : : 
,

..,Biinni,,trani"...,...,.,... .. ..

....F*ula.E,''.G*iffi*...i.i.i...,.i.i.i.

,....'...ttnd;.,I*aY*.....,...,'''','..,.,.,......,'',',

..,......8a4'*d..f{t"E.il.l.'.i.l.,.i.i.i.iii.ll..li:'.'',

.....il*ni*..,mna.#.i.......i.....i.i.i...i.i.,.i.i.i...i

..1iii.iEe$le$,. rer 
.i.i.i .,.,i ,.i.i...',.. .i. .i..:.l

.i.,...ViC s..iMeaAo#,i..',i......
: 

1:,:,:: .47ig;'.Vtruii3{'i'.,1:,t,1;,:;::;:,,:: t,';,,,

:iliiiiis*ffilxii$#$ff :iiii:i::ii:i:i:i:i:i:i]i]:

..,..Oteuru.,..noffi i',','.',.r','.",."'r,,,';:;

i.i.iiiF$uidi,:Fryloi.i.:.:.:.:..i:.ili.i.i.il..: .

,... . 

WA;ru...S.,...lf eEtUB,.'.,....... 
..,,,.

...i.i.nauHi.ili.i.i$iffi:,,,:::,:,:.:,:,;,t,::,:

,',....BeC}ry. eitiiifu',t1tt';t,',t,t"'

....Ita..ufot '.,.. . ...., ,... ,.... l

'. 
......lN6ff.i .Maffirffifs. ii ...l.l.i 

.. 
. 

i... 
. ii, lii 

'..l'..,...,.1.,

.''.:'........,+*...'f,*ffiar.'.Edii...€CIoffimetla$...UUit*.t.1...1q1;....111..1.48,#f.ibq1;;;.

,, ,,Tx Nat,,,Resourcc Conservi: Comm. iig-t'4;ioit""

' 
Tx Depariment of Transpo"rarion : i : 11'i-ii,4S:",',

.' ,E i$ehi{dhood Interinrion ' 592-4999 ",
, . UT M;di"rl Bon.h , 4ogl7/).tt:{g;7',,1,1

Tt Dapi. MenuJ Healrh/Menal Retard. 210{361-2475

UT Medical Branch 4091772-2618,
Texas Depanment of Health 458'7j7&',,,,
UT-Auitin '' , ,,471 5284,

6 * EWTGSTAR *December1995



1995 EWTG Leadership Texas Scholarship Recipients
A Year to Remember

Toya Cirica Cook and Jan Thomas, recipients of the 1995 E\7TG scholarship to Leadership Texas, will rememb er 1995
as a year of personal and professional growth. Toya and Jan, both longtime members of E\7TG, were selected to participate
in Leadership Texas (LT), a program which "provides women leaders with essential information, an awareness of ongoing
changes, sharpened skills, and the initiative, where necessary, to rewrire the rules."

Toya was encouraged to apply to LT by a mentor who also had suggested she join E\7TG. Jan had observed that other
women who participated in LT "had a desire and commitment to excel as leaders." Has their concepr of leadership changed
since participating in the program? Jan believes that the experience has verified for her "anything is possible. W'e really can
make things happen. "Toya likewise sees "the many ways a vision may transform itself into a reality."

In Dallas they learned of the successes of a young woman who invented a product that has been sold world-wide. She
then went on to purchase her own investment company. In Lubbock they toured a food dehydration plant that began with a
vacant building and $500. The plant now provides food to over 500 food banks in the south plains area in the state. And in
Austin they heard from women who had been successful in fulfilling their visions through politics.

A number of outstanding presenters participated in LT in 1995, including Ann Richards, Cathy Bonner, Sarah'$Teddington, 
Ron Kirk, andLiz Carpenter. Jan noted that "Dr. Lawrence Nickey's presentation on third world health was

alarming and very sobering. Toya was inspired by the session spent with Maria Montano Harmon, Ph.D., exploring language
poliry and linguistics. "Our session with her focused on the nuances of dialect in those with whom we speak and
incorporating that awareness in our professional and personal lives."

As for the other participants in the program, Jan was encouraged by "everyday people who have become leaders within
their own sphere of influence." Toya enjoyed meeting individuals who "possess the desire to explore new possibilities through
interactive participation in LT."

As they look to the future, Jan and Toya encourage other E\7TG members ro pursue this unique experience. They not
only find it "rewarding and valuable," but believe the program "exposes participants on a first-hand basis to a variery of policy
issues affecting our state."

Jan Thomas is Director of the Governor's Job Bank with the Texas Employment Commission. She is also the Chair of
the State Ag.t.y Council to the Governor's Commission for'S?'omen. She has served as a Division Chair for the State of
Texas United \Vay Campaign, as a judge for the Y$flCA Leader Luncheon awards and has been active in the Stephen
Ministry lay counseling program. She is the recipient of the Universiry of Mary Hardin-Baylor Loyalry Cup and is listed in
\7ho's rVho Among Srudents in American Colleges and Universities, and Outstanding Young'Women in America. She is a
member of Texas State Personnel Administrators Association and the Austin Socieqy of Public Administrators.

Toya Cook is an Assistant Attorney General and member of the Opinion Committee. Prior to that she served as a
Briefing Attorney on the Fourth Court of Appeals in San Antonio, Texas. Toya is a graduate of Rice Universiry where she
received a B.A. in English and the College of '$Tilliam 

and Mary where she earned her J.D.

Toya is very active with the Austin Young Lawyers Association and rhe Travis County \7omen Lawyers Association. She
currently holds the office of Secretary in both organizations. Some of Toya's community activities include United \Vay, Lone
Star Girl Scouts-Mirrors Project Advisory Committee, and the Junior League of San Antonio.
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T raining OVpor+unihies

Sociaty of Government Meeting Tlanners

()Gl\Af) is a non-profiL professional

or ganization cr ealed to improv e Nhe quality

an d c o st- eff e ctiv en ess of qov ernm enl

meetings. TheTexas Lone Star Capital chapler

meelsin Austin onthe secondThursday of

each month from 5:OO - 7:OO pm. Tlease call

H ar ri ef, F r a no o n, M e mb e r ship D ir e cto r, aI 45 B -

7455 for information on meelina site and

?roqram content.

EW'TG STAR
Executriv e W omen in 1 exas G overnment
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