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LORIDA ASSOCIATION of
ree and charitable CLINICS

A LIFE-SAVING
INVESTMENT
IN FLORIDA’S HEALTH

2017 State Funds Grant Program
Impact Report

OUR CLINICS AREN’T JUST SAVING LIVES.
THEY’RE CHANGING THEM.
Florida’s beautiful environment, strong economy, and low taxes make it a great place to call home. But more than 3 million
Floridians, nearly 16 percent of our population, lives below the poverty line — including nearly a quarter of all children.
These hardworking, low-income families struggle to make ends meet. They’re concerned about food, housing,
transportation, jobs, and their health. That’s no surprise — healthcare is the top concern of Floridians, according to a
recent Florida Chamber of Commerce poll.
Those who can least afford healthcare have the most reason for concern. And as healthcare costs continue rising, the
state needs cost-effective solutions that provide access to care for our most vulnerable.
That’s what makes Florida’s free and charitable clinics a smart investment.
The clinics of the Florida Association of Free and Charitable Clinics (FAFCC) provide free healthcare for uninsured, lowincome communities. This year, our 82 volunteer-driven, non-profit, faith-based, community-based clinics provided nearly
200,000 patients with more than 400,000 medical, dental, vision, specialty care, behavioral health, and pharmacy visits
— all at no cost.
Our success is made possible by the strong support of Governor Scott and the Florida Legislature. Last year, our
clinics provided more than $100 million in medical services with a $10 million appropriation — an unparalleled return on
investment. We’ve cared for hundreds of thousands of Floridians with appropriations of $9.5 million in 2017, $10 million
in 2016, and $4.5 million in 2014. It’s an investment that’s keeping Floridians healthy and working.
Read on to learn how FAFCC’s clinics provide cost-effective care that isn’t just saving Floridians’ lives, but changing them.
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WHAT IS THE STATE FUNDS GRANT PROGRAM?
To serve the healthcare needs of Florida’s low-income, uninsured population, FAFCC contracted with the Florida
Department of Health to implement a DOH-approved competitive grant-funding program, with the Legislature’s $10
million appropriation.
This program awards and monitors grants to FAFCC member clinics and specialty care networks. These grant-funded
projects help clinics build their patient capacity; improve organization, efficiency, and effectiveness; and expand medical
services for underinsured Floridians.

HOW ARE CLINICS SELECTED?
FAFCC member clinics submitted funding proposals through a Notice of Funding Availability. To ensure fairness, a
committee of experienced, volunteer reviewers from across Florida with diverse nonprofit and philanthropic backgrounds
assisted in scoring applications, in which all clinic and location information was redacted.
Clinics applied for up to seven priority projects as categorized by DOH, including technology and equipment, healthcare
provider personnel costs, training and professional development, and outside CPA examination of finances. 82 clinics in
45 counties were selected for the 2016-17 grant.

HOW MUCH OF THE FUNDING GOES TO CLINICS?
100% of the appropriation passes through FAFCC directly to clinics.

HOW ARE GRANT RECIPIENTS HELD ACCOUNTABLE FOR RESULTS?
Clinics submit bi-monthly progress reports with a robust volume of data. Clinics report key information including the
number of unduplicated patients seen; any fees charged; if Medicaid, Medicare, or private insurance was billed; how
many hours per week patients are seen; how many visits by service type (i.e. medical, dental, etc.); how many volunteers
assisted; and how many prescriptions were dispensed.
Most critically, clinics must report outcome data, measuring effectiveness and quality of services provided, and
percentage of recipients successfully completing treatment. Clinics also report organizational successes, difficulties,
delays, or barriers.
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FLORIDA’S CLINICS BY THE NUMBERS.
The Florida Legislature’s $10 million appropriation has helped our free and charitable clinics provide quality healthcare and
peace of mind. See the results for yourself.
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WHERE ARE FLORIDA’S CLINICS?
Florida’s free and charitable clinics receiving appropriation grant funding are found in
45 counties across the state. See below to learn how your local clinic was funded.
Center for Family Health
$12,600.00 (DeSoto)
Putnam County Medical Mission
$14,400.00 (Putnam)
Free Clinic of Central Florida
$17,900.00 (Osceola)
The Good Samaritan Free Clinic
$19,900.00 (Lake)
De La Cruz Volunteer Clinic
$20,400.00 (Brevard)
Red Crescent Medical Clinic
$20,400.00 (Hillsborough)
Christian Medical Ministries
$25,400.00 (Lee)
Good Samaritan Clinic of
West Volusia, Inc.
$25,650.00 (Volusia)
Volusia Volunteers in Medicine
$26,500.00 (Volusia)
Mission Smiles/Mission Tampa
$39,680.78 (Hillsborough)
BRIDGE Healthcare Clinic
$40,479.00 (Hillsborough)
Open Hands Health Center, Inc.
$43,974.08 (Okeechobee)
Dental Care Access Foundation
$47,500.00 (Orange)
The Jesus Clinic Inc.
$51,400.00 (Volusia)
Lake Wales Free Clinic
$51,450.00 (Polk)
Indian River Volunteers in Medicine
$53,900.00 (Indian River)
The Shepherd’s Hands of the
Suwannee Valley, Inc.
$58,317.51 (Suwannee)
We Care of Lake County
$58,500.00 (Lake)
We Care of Central Florida
$63,828.00 (Polk)
CARES Senior Health Center
$64,857.00 (Pasco)
Calvary Community Clinic
$66,900.00 (Hillsborough)
The Outreach Clinic
$67,780.00 (Hillsborough)

Miami Rescue Mission Clinic, Inc.
$70,900.00 (Miami-Dade)
MyClinic, Inc.
$71,798.00 (Palm Beach)
The Way Free Medical Clinic
$72,112.00 (Clay)
The Hope Clinic at Adventist University
of Health Sciences
$72,485.00 (Orange)
Community Dental Clinic
$73,150.00 (Pinellas)
Westside Samaritans Clinic
$75,937.00 (Alachua)
We Care Clinic Indian River
$78,115.00 (Indian River)
North Miami Beach Medical Center
$80,400.00 (Miami-Dade)
Englewood Community
Care Clinic, Inc.
$82,400.00 (Charlotte)
Community Health Outreach Healing Hands
$86,900.00 (Duval)
Epilepsy Association of
Central Florida, Inc.
$87,610.00 (Orange)
Caring for Miami
$88,700.00 (Miami-Dade)
Catholic Charities of Central Florida
$91,257.35 (Polk)
Hope Medical Clinic
$96,428.80 (Okaloosa)
Vision is Priceless Council, Inc.
$97,133.37 (Duval)
Christian Community Care Center
$98,980.00 (Martin)
Community Medical Care Center of
Leesburg, Inc.
$100,000.00 (Lake)
St. Joseph’s Children’s Hospital
Mobile Medical Clinic
$101,514.84 (Hillsborough)
Mission Clinic of Palm Springs
$106,400.00 (Palm Beach)
Good Samaritan
Health Centers, Inc.
$108,275.00 (St. John’s)

Community Medicine Clinic at Florida
Hospital
$108,311.24 (Orange)
Judeo Christian Health Clinic
$110,000.00 (Hillsborough)
Florida Hospital Waterman Community
Primary Health Clinic
$114,200.00 (Lake)
Health and Hope Clinic
$116,472.00 (Escambia)
Good Health Clinic
$124,375.00 (Monroe)
Lotus Wellness Center
$127,224.47 (Miami-Dade)
Mission House Clinic
$129,410.00 (Duval)
Lakeland Volunteers in Medicine
$135,400.00 (Polk)
Flagler County Free Clinic
$135,645.00 (Flagler)
Good Samaritan Health Clinic
of Pasco Inc.
$139,891.98 (Pasco)
UM Pediatric Mobile Clinic
$140,609.00 (Miami-Dade)
Good Samaritan Free Clinic at Talbot
House Ministries
$143,083.00 (Polk)
Project Access
$149,400.00 (Palm Beach)
Light of the World Clinic
$149,670.00 (Broward)
Community Health Center of
West Palm Beach
$150,400.00 (Palm Beach)
Light of the World Charities, Inc.
$152,400.00 (Martin)
The Salvation Army Dental Services
$155,400.00 (Lee)
Open Door Health Center
$160,200.00 (Miami-Dade)
FIU Mobile Health Clinic
$161,510.62 (Miami-Dade)
St. John Bosco Clinic
$162,926.00 (Miami-Dade)
Universal Heritage Institute Inc.
$167,900.00 (Miami-Dade)

Samaritan’s Touch Care Center, Inc.
$172,421.20 (Highlands)
Volunteers in Medicine
Jacksonville, Inc.
$175,335.00 (Duval)
We Care Jacksonville, Inc.
$177,725.00 (Duval)
Barnabas Health Services
$180,047.00 (Nassau)
Turning Points One Stop Clinic
$180,400.00 (Manatee)
St. Andrew Community
Medical Center
$180,584.00 (Bay)
Virginia B. Andes
Volunteer Community Clinic
$186,996.00 (Charlotte)
Clearwater Free Clinic
$188,400.00 (Pinellas)
St. Petersburg Free Clinic
$189,449.00 (Pinellas)
HEP Dental and Wellness Clinic
$191,173.49 (Pinellas)
Community Smiles
$197,098.00 (Miami-Dade)
MASS Free Clinic
$206,752.00 (Duval)
Samaritan Health and
Wellness Center, Inc.
$228,425.00 (Lee)
Good News Care Center
$235,800.00 (Miami-Dade)
Senior Friendship Centers
$290,583.00 (Sarasota)
Shepherd’s Hope Inc.
$320,411.70 (Orange)
Grace Medical Home
$339,479.00 (Orange)
Caridad Center
$350,309.00 (Palm Beach)
St. Lucie County
Health Access Network
$441,970.57 (St. Lucie)
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WHAT DO FLORIDA’S CLINICS LOOK LIKE?
Most of FAFCC’s appropriation grant recipients are traditional, fixed-site clinics that provide primary and
preventive care. But FAFCC clinics are also versatile, flexible, and include mobile clinics, specialty care networks,
and urgent care locations.
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WHAT ARE FLORIDA’S PATIENTS SAYING?
“I had an extremely rare form of cancer under my right arm that affects just
2% of people. I was terrified what might happen to me. But thanks to the
HANDS Clinic, I was able to be treated at the Moffitt Cancer Center. I have
nothing but gratitude for how I was treated by the clinic.” — Carol

“I was just 29 when I felt the lump — it was Stage III breast cancer. I was
working full time, uninsured, and had no doctor. What would I do? Then I
found the answer to my prayers in the Shepherd’s Hope clinic. After surgery
and chemotherapy, I’m back at work, insured, and on my way towards the
future I’d always dreamed of.” — Brianna

“I’m 55 years old, and I suffer from heart disease, diabetes, and thyroid
and pancreas issues. I can’t afford insurance. But when I felt serious heart
pain, I went to Barnabas Health Services. They diagnosed me with angina,
and referred me to a heart specialist who performed catheterization and
two stents. My chest pain has improved, and I couldn’t be more grateful.”
— Esther

“As a housekeeper, I knew I needed an eye exam when I struggled to
read instructions and labels. I worried my poor eyesight was negatively
impacting my job performance. I couldn’t afford an exam, and was uninsured.
Thankfully, Vision is Priceless scheduled me to see a volunteer optometrist
and receive prescription glasses. I feel more confident and independent
now.” — Amalia
* Names have been changed to protect patient confidentiality.
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WHAT IS FLORIDA’S MEDIA SAYING?
Continued appropriations provide access to critical health care services
for the staggering number of Florida’s uninsured. Healthier individuals
are more independent and are able to remain working, remain in school or
find a job. This contributes to the health of our community and decreases
overall health care costs by preventing avoidable hospitalizations.
— Tampa Bay Times, 1/30/17
Dr. Ronald Cirillo and his assistant at the Turning Points free clinic in
Bradenton are testing another patient for hepatitis C. So far, the clinic has
treated dozens of patients with a drug called Harvoni, which cures up to 98
percent of people with hepatitis C. Without a job or insurance, there was
little chance that she would get the cure without help from the clinic. “I
would never have been able to afford that treatment,” Patricia said. “Never.”
— WLRN/Health News Florida, 11/16/17
Finding yourself without medical coverage or care can be terrifying. Imagine that,
after having to leave your home, possessions, and perhaps even friends and family
behind. It’s another layer of confusion and exhaustion in an already difficult situation.
Fortunately, that’s where Florida’s free and charitable clinics come in. These frontline medical providers are now serving an influx of newly arrived patients from
Puerto Rico. In some cases, the treatment received is life-saving — and life-changing.
— Florida Politics, 11/7/17
A mild stroke sent St. Petersburg resident Lori Ngo to the hospital in May. She was
feeling a pain in her leg, but didn’t think much of it. Ngo didn’t have insurance, but she
knew about the St. Petersburg Free Clinic. That’s where she headed after the hospital. Dr.
Frederic Guerrier scanned her chart. Dr. Guerrier is a volunteer. He’s one of several who
work for free to keep the clinic operating on a budget of less than $900,000 a year. Many
Floridians have jobs but can’t afford health insurance. For those patients, the more
than 100 free and charitable clinics in Florida are their only option for health care.
— WUSF, 9/21/17

“Florida has the most free and charitable clinics in the
country, and it really is telling of the need over the state.”
— WTVT Fox 13, 7/26/17
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WHAT CAN FLORIDA’S LAWMAKERS DO?
Florida’s free and charitable clinics aren’t just front-line providers of medical care. We’re responsible stewards of taxpayer
funding, several years running.
As healthcare costs continue rising, Florida’s free and charitable clinics are lowering those costs for the state, by
decreasing indigent care at emergency rooms, and reducing avoidable hospitalizations and readmissions. We’re providing
jobs for our communities, and dignity for our patients. We’re helping keep vulnerable, uninsured Floridians healthy and
working.

Florida’s lawmakers can help continue this life-saving work by
reauthorizing FAFCC’s appropriation in the FY18-19 budget.
With last year’s $10 million appropriation, FAFCC clinics provided more than $100 million in medical services — a more
than 10-to-1 return on investment that makes it one of Florida’s best budget decisions.
The clinics of the Florida Association of Free and Charitable Clinics are grateful for Governor Scott’s and the Legislature’s
past support. We hope we will earn their support again. Our clinics — and our patients — are counting on it.

Questions?
Nicholas X. Duran, Executive Director, (786) 910-1648, nick@fafcc.org
Christina Swiridowsky, Director of Programs, (904) 206-6330, christina@fafcc.org
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