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school will allow us to operate pre-Kindergarten and after-school programs
at Holy Spirit, Nativity and Trinity Elementary School. Not only are these
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Letter from the Superintendent
Dear Blessed John Paul II Catholic Schools Friends,
Portraits of Excellence
Welcome to the 2013-2014 school year. Our Blessed John Paul II Catholic
Schools Network is excited to begin another school year. As we work
diligently at fortifying our community which works to inspire excellence
through faith, learning and service, this fall’s Deacon Newsletter is centered
on excellence. The genesis for the organization of this Deacon Newsletter
is rooted in the graduation speech of last year’s student commencement
speaker, Zach Kiffmeyer. Zach’s challenge to his classmates, the class of
2013, echoes in my mind daily, “We all have a basic understanding and
knowledge of what faith, learning and service means, but what about
the word excellence.” His words and the passion with which they were
spoken, spurs me to strive for excellence day in and day out. In this issue
it is my hope that you become more familiar with our daily efforts towards
excellence.
From my perspective our community has excellence occurring each and every day. As part of our back-to-school
week, we challenged each other as staff members to reflect on what observable tangible signs of excellence
are occurring around us and what can we do to become an organization more consistently hitting the mark of
excellence in all our areas of operation. In our strategic planning we have identified six targeted areas of growth
that are the backbone of our operation, they are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mission and Vision
Teaching and Learning
Governance
Finance
Communications and Relationships
Sustainability

As a community we have renewed our efforts focused on each of these areas and are developing data points
to measure our growth and try and achieve an objective measure of excellence. These data points including
enrollment, student learning data, JPII Annual Fund, will all be measured closely as we move forward, but to
simplify our conversations, we have five specific goals that we have challenged each other to reach. If you are
reading this Deacon Newsletter, you are a part of our team, that will ultimately help us reach these goals. They
are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

All students and staff will be engaged in learning every day.
Every student and staff member will know they are loved and respected.
Every student will treat students and staff with love and respect.
Our school will be full with a waiting list.
Our staff will be paid at or above the level of public school employees.

We will ultimately reach these goals through sustained effort on the strategic plan, prayer and building a
stronger community including our alumni and parents of alumni. Throughout this issue we have illustrated
portraits of excellence that highlight the success of many in different areas and by different stakeholders. We
truly appreciate your belonging to our community, and whether you are a graduate of Sacred Heart Academy or
a parent of a new Nativity/Holy Spirit Pre-Kindergarten or Kindergarten student, your active participation in
building our community for the future is indispensable.
Yours in the Peace of Christ,

Dr. Michael Smith Ed.D.
Superintendent, Blessed John Paul II Catholic Schools
A community inspiring excellence through faith, learning and service
Michael.smith@jp2schools.org
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to inspire excellence through faith, learning and
service for the future!

OUR PLAN
Our community is blessed with a vibrant and
growing Catholic population. Our parishes
are thriving and our families are committed
to strengthening the Catholic Church. At the
Blessed John Paul II Catholic Schools, we share
the calling to provide our children with a strong
academic foundation rooted in the Catholic faith.
The ability to completely eliminate our debt
ensures that we are able to concentrate on
program enhancements that include both
enrichment courses and activities, as well as
new levels of support for students who struggle.
Debt has been a consistent reason why we have
been cautious in establishing new programs and
tackling new initiatives. The elimination of the
debt will allow us to use all of our advancement
efforts to enhance our operations.
The additions to Shanley and Sullivan will take
our schools already wonderful facilities, and
enhance them to provide more space for activities
and sports. Benefits include a larger commons
area and improved use of our outdoor space by
locating restrooms and concessions stands inside
for outdoor soccer and football events. When the
building was initially constructed we planned for
these next steps. Now is the time to take those
steps so that we reach our potential as a school
system.
Lastly, we are very confident that all components
of our project will increase enrollment. A positive
enrollment cycle will ensure our teachers are
compensated at a more commensurate rate. It
will also allow us to continue to focus on program
improvement.
As eight Catholic parishes, we are providing an
excellent education for our students. We have
done so since our founding in the late 1800’s. Our
performance on assessment tests like the ACT
are exceptional and second to none in the state or
the area. The participation levels of our students
in sports and activities and their successes are
undeniable. Catholic Education at the Blessed
John Paul II Schools is strong. Together we can
build upon this tradition and transform ourselves

As we prepare for a dynamic and rich future our
schools have undertaken a strategic planning
process including a wide variety of stakeholders.
Collaborating with local parishes and pastors, the
Network established a vision to provide for the
future physical and spiritual needs of our school
system. The plan will provide further access to
Catholic education, strengthen our financial
footing, and provide expanded facilities to meet
growing demand.
TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Construction and
Administrative Startup Cost:
$10.5 million
Trinity School has been
identified as the Network’s top
priority. It will help address a
shortage of available Catholic
elementary education and
help boost future enrollment
at Shanley and Sullivan
schools. A Trinity School
Building Committee has
been formed, comprised of
several area parishioners, to
help guide the construction
process. The school hopes to
open in time for the 2015-2016 academic year.
The $10.5 million price tag will allow the JPII
Catholic Schools Network to:
•

Build a 51,000 square-foot facility on the
campus of the relocated Holy Cross church

•

Establish two classrooms for each grade level
(pre-K through 5th)

•

Provide all of the standard amenities of a new
school, including cafeteria and gymnasium
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•

Provide for four years of administrative
startup costs, including faculty/staff salaries,
furniture, books and materials, etc.

SHANLEY AND SULLIVAN SCHOOLS
Debt Relief | Cost: $3.5 million
Once Trinity School is opened, the Network will
address its next most pressing need - eliminating
the remaining debt on Shanley and Sullivan
schools. When the facility was built in 2001, a
tax exempt bond was issued to help underwrite
the cost of construction. That bond matures in
July 2017, at which time the Network will need to
repay $3.5 million. Retiring the debt will relieve
a significant burden on the school system while
creating a solid financial foundation for the
future.
SHANLEY AND SULLIVAN SCHOOLS
Facility Expansion | Cost: $2.7 million

•

Provide improved access to the stadium,
concessions, and restrooms

BENEFITS
With the additional elementary school and facility
upgrades, our schools will adequately grow and
foster Catholic education in our community. The
entire faith community will benefit, not only from
a stronger Catholic education for our youth, but
stronger parishes and reduced costs to operate
the JPII Catholic Schools Network.
COST SUMMARY
Trinity School $10.5 million
Debt Relief $3.5 million
Shanley/Sullivan expansion $2.7 million
TOTAL PROJECTED COSTS $16.7 million

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

If the previous two goals are met, the Network
will concentrate on facility enhancements to
Shanley and Sullivan schools. With an added
elementary school and growing population,
enrollment projections will increase for the
middle school and high school, requiring
adequate expansion. The next phase of the master
plan calls for a $2.7 million project to:
•

Expand the existing lunchroom

•

Add new music rooms

•

Add new locker rooms

•

Construct additional administrative offices for
athletics and advancement

As the Blessed John Paul II Catholic Schools
embark on a capital campaign to address the
construction of Trinity School, Shanley/Sullivan
debt relief and the expansion of Shanley/Sullivan,
it is critical that we share our vision for the future
of Catholic education in the communities served
by our eight network parishes. During June and
July we conducted a feasibility study to gauge
levels of support for these projects.
We discovered that aspects of the project weren’t
clearly understood and identified several common
questions which are answered below.
Shouldn’t the three parishes in West
Fargo take responsibility for building
Trinity School?
Our ultimate success as a Network relies on our
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ability to transform the way we see ourselves.
Building Trinity School, paying off the Network
debt and completing the Shanley/Sullivan
Building Project, will be realized by unity in the
eight network parishes. Our campaign leadership
team is being recruited by Bishop Folda, the
pastors of the network parishes and prominent
area Catholics who are proponents of Catholic
education. We believe our strength as a Catholic
Community will be fully realized by our combined
effort.

As with our other Network elementary schools, it
will be a shared responsibility. Trinity School will
be located on the campus of Holy Cross Parish
which will bear the responsibility of day to day

Why do we need to add a Catholic
elementary school when we are not at
capacity at Holy Spirit and Nativity
Elementary schools?
We are currently unable to offer our full
educational program. Though there are spaces
available in current classrooms, we are unable
to offer 3 year old pre-kindergarten, 4 year old
pre-kindergarten and after school programs.
The construction of Trinity School will allow us
to offer a full range of programs at each of our
elementary schools, which will strengthen and
stabilize the system.
Are the construction of Holy Cross Church
and Trinity School separate projects?
They are separate; however we hope to save
money by coordinating the construction timelines
of both projects. Holy Cross Parish is building
the church
component,
and Trinity
School
is being
funded by
the Network.
There will
be a shared
space that
functions
as both a
school cafeteria and parish gathering area which
will be paid for equally between the parish and
the Network.
Will Holy Cross parish be responsible for
maintaining Trinity School once it is built
or will it be the responsibility of the JPII
Catholic Schools Network?

maintenance, under the umbrella of support
from the JPII Catholic Schools Network. We
are exploring ways to make the maintenance of
all schools in the Network equitable among our
stakeholders. We believe this process will take
several years but will ensure no parishes are
unduly burdened.
When do you hope to open Trinity
Elementary school and how many
students will you serve?
Our goal is to break ground in the late spring
of 2014 and be ready to welcome students in
the fall of 2015. We will be able to comfortably
accommodate 300 students and all of our desired
programs.
Is it necessary to expand Shanley/
Sullivan at this time?
Per the building’s original design, this project
represents the next step and addresses our need
to add space to our activities wing to support
athletic and academic activities.
It seems that we lose many young,
talented educators to the public schools
due to salary concerns. Is there an
initiative in place to address salaries and
retention of those teachers?
We see increased salaries for our educators as
critical to our long term success. The building
of Trinity Elementary School will provide more
students for Shanley/Sullivan, thus making the
system more efficient. As an example, a full 6th
grade would add $90,000 to our current budget.
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Operating Shanley/Sullivan at maximum capacity
would allow us to increase pay while also keeping
tuition in check.
With the parishioners
supporting the JPII
Catholic Schools
Network through the
weekly offertory, are we
effectively subsidizing the
cost of tuition for families
who do not need the help?
Of the 596 JPII families, 54%
receive some type of assistance,
including many T.R.I.P.
Rewards which are earned by
the individual family. Through
income based Tuition Waivers and discounts we
provide $447,000 of assistance. When factoring
in all methods of assistance we provided over
$717,000 of aid in 2012. Also, through our Cost
of Education program, many families with the

financial wherewithal pay the actual cost of
educating a student which is $8,140 for grades
9-12.
Why should my family
support this campaign if
it doesn’t directly impact
me?
A basic tenet of Catholicism
is a responsibility to educate
through the prism of
Christianity. It is only through
the combined efforts of our
entire Catholic community
that we can achieve our goal of
building Trinity School. Again,
a spirit of unity throughout
our network parishes will further our mission of
Catholic education and ensure the viability of the
Blessed John Paul II Catholic Schools for many
years to come.

Our Beloved Faculty
Ed Mitchell
By: Ed Mitchell

After ten years in the West Fargo Public Schools, I am excited to
return to Shanley/Sullivan. I started coaching football at Shanley
in 1999, served as the Admission Director for the FCSN in 2001,
taught at both Shanley and Sullivan in 2002 and have served as the
St. Anthony’s JPII Council representative since 2011. As a young
professional, I knew that Shanley was a special place. As my life and
career have matured, I now better understand the the core values that
make our school special. When our oldest son started Kindergarten
two years ago, it was an easy decision to invest in his future with a
Catholic education. My wife April and I are proud parents of Carter
(7), Landon (5), Ethan (3) and Madeleine (5 months). Just as I look
forward to partnering with the Nativity staff to provide Carter and
Landon with a great experience, I too look forward to partnering with
our students, parents and staff to create a community of excellence
through faith, learning and service here at Shanley High School.

Ed Mitchell
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Rod Oksendahl
By: Chase Montplaisir, Shanley Student
Photos courtesy of Kevin Wolfe

Success is developed over an extended
period of time. People can experience
periods of short-term successes, but the
truly great people seem to have a taste of
some sort of success on a daily basis that
extends to one long lifetime of success.
Shanley head football coach Rod Oksendahl
can be categorized in the latter. Oksendahl
was inducted into the National Coaches
Hall of Fame this past June.
Rod has spent the last 40 years of his life
mentoring high school boys and turning
them into young men. It all started in
1973 after Coach Oksendahl, a native of
Maddock, North Dakota, graduated from
Valley City State, where he pitched for the
Vikings’ baseball team. He was hired to coach
and teach in Hosmer, South Dakota. Rod spent
two years in Hosmer before making the move
to Wyndmere, North Dakota for three years of
teaching and coaching. After three successful
years in Wyndmere, Rod took the head football
coaching position at Cavalier High School. It was
in Cavalier where Rod began to make a name for
himself.
Rod won his first state football championship in
1987.
Success is developed over an extended period of
time. People can experience periods of short-term
successes, but the truly great people seem to have
a taste of some sort of success on a daily basis that
extends to one long lifetime of success. Shanley
head football coach Rod Oksendahl can be
categorized in the latter. Oksendahl was inducted
into the National Coaches Hall of Fame this past
June.
Rod has spent the last 40 years of his life
mentoring high school boys and turning them
into young men. It all started in 1973 after
Coach Oksendahl, a native of Maddock, North
Dakota, graduated from Valley City State, where
he pitched for the Vikings’ baseball team. He
was hired to coach and teach in Hosmer, South
Dakota. Rod spent two years in Hosmer before

making the move to Wyndmere, North Dakota for
three years of teaching and coaching. After three
successful years in Wyndmere, Rod took the head
football coaching position at Cavalier High School.
It was in Cavalier where Rod began to make a name
for himself.
Rod won his first state football championship in
1987.
“That was a special one, (winning the first
championship) because the two previous years,
1985 and ‘86, we were in the state championship
also, and lost 13-7 and 7-6, both to Watford City,”
Rod said, “and a lot of those kids were sophomores
and juniors on those teams and were apart of those
two very tough losses, and so for me to watch those
kids win the championship in ‘87 was very special
because I know how hard they worked to win the
previous two years and didn’t and we won that one
so that was pretty special.”
Rod developed countless young athletes into
bonafide stars. The names go on and on, from
the likes of Brady Trenbeath and Joey Kemp, to
eventual and former NFL offensive lineman Rob
Hunt and former NDSU safety, Shanley head
football coach, and current head football coach
at Minnesota State University Moorhead, Steve
Laqua. Rod also coached under Coach Laqua
during Laqua’s four year tenure at Shanley.
“Coach Oksendahl very much impacted my life.
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The pride he took in his program and how it was
run is what first attracted me to the coaching
profession. I was a water boy / student manager
with the team from 5th to 8th grade. He instilled
an appreciation for preparation that is still
with me today,” Laqua said about playing for
Oksendahl.
There is one other player of Oksendahl’s that may
be his favorite. Not because he picks favorites,
but simply because it was his
son, Tim. Tim played for Rod
from 2001-2004, where he
was the starting quarterback
all four years, as well as played
baseball for Rod, who was also
the baseball coach in Cavalier.
Rod and Tim joined forces and
went on to win six total state
championships, three in both
of the aforementioned sports,
and all in the same three years,
2002, 2003, and 2004.
“It was a blessing (to be able
to play for his father), he knew
how to get the best out of me,”
Tim said.
Tim has followed in his father’s
footsteps and went into the
coaching profession and says
that Rod was the reason he
went into coaching.
“When I was really little I would go and help paint
the practice fields and mow the yard lines with
him. I was at every practice as a waterboy and I
grew up around football and seeing him coach. He
never pushed me into wanting to coach, I made
that decision on my own, but he was the most
influential person in my life,” Tim shared.
It was in the spring of 2006 that Rod decided
to hang up the clipboard as well as retire from
teaching and make the move to Fargo. Rod took
a one year hiatus from coaching before a former
player came calling and Rod got the itch to come
back.
Steve Laqua took the head coaching job at
Shanley in 2007 and asked his former coach to be
his defensive coordinator. Rod accepted and was
apart of two state championship teams in 2009

and 2010.
“Winning a state championship with him on the
coaching staff fulfilled a high school dream of mine.
We weren’t able to do it when I was a player so that
was the next best thing,” Laqua said.
After the 2010 season Laqua left for the head
coaching job at MSUM. There was a vacancy that
needed to be filled and it was safe to say that Rod
was the lead candidate to take
over as the new head coach
at the most storied program
in North Dakota high school
football history.
“It was very easy,” (to take
the Shanley job), Rod said.
“Working with Steve (Laqua),
I saw the quality of the kid that
is here, and it was no hesitation
at all, I was just hoping they
would want an old guy like me
to coach,” he added.
Tim is now Rod’s offensive
coordinator here at Shanley and
could not be happier.
“It has been a dream come true.
I got to play for him as a player
and didn’t realize how good of
a coach he really is. Now being
able to have coaches meetings
or go over to my parents house
and go over things with him, I can appreciate the
knowledge of the game he has.”
Tim is not the only one who noticed just how
good of a coach Rod is, when the National High
School Coaches Hall of Fame came calling this past
summer and inducted Rod in June.
“Well, it was very humbling, very very humbling
(to get inducted into the National High School
Coaches Hall of Fame), it is something that, as you
start coaching you just never think of an honor like
that, it just comes along if, luckily, you have some
success along the way,” Rod said.
“Realistically, it has a lot to do with the kids that
you coach, because as a coach you don’t win the
games, the kids win the games, and over the years I
have had countless numbers of great players to deal
with, and that is why you get awards like that,” Rod
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added.
Rod has put together
some impressive
numbers over the past
40 years but perhaps one
stat that may be more
impressive than all the
others is the fact that in
40 years of coaching high
school football, Rod has
missed the playoffs all of
two times, and has had
only one losing season,
when his team finished at
4-5.
Rod has experienced success everywhere he has
gone, and Shanley has been no exception. Rod
has been to a state championship in both of his
first two seasons at the helm, including a state
championship in 2012. A key component in that
state title was now junior running back Danny
Stasch.
“Rod is such a great leader, and he has made me a
better leader,” Stasch said.
Rod Oksendahl will go down as one of the best
coaches in North Dakota prep sports history.

I have had the privilege of playing for Coach
Oksendahl the past
three years of my career
here at Shanley and
have been blessed to be
able to learn from him.
Whether he is yelling
or pulling you aside
to give you a pointer,
you know he is doing it
because he cares about
you, and your abilities,
and the sport of football
in general. He genuinely
loves coaching and
molding young men and I firmly believe that he
has made myself better, as both a player and a
person, as well as every other player that was
lucky enough to be under his jurisdiction during
their high school years.
Whenever Coach does decide to call it a career for
good, he will be remembered by all his players,
young or old, as someone who would push you
to be better because he saw your potential, and
wanted the best for you. I am truly grateful for his
guidance in my life and will carry the tools that he
has instilled in me for the rest of my life.

Alumni
News
1930’s

St. Mary’s Cathedral, Fargo.

Mary Eleanor (Schmitz) Bergeman (‘35)
lives in Canon City, CO. She raised 10 children
and retired from the Colorado Department of
Corrections.

Don Johnson (‘59) and his wife, Carolyn,
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. They
were married July 6, 1963, in St. Francis de Sales
Church, Moorhead.

1940’s

1960’s

John Beaton (‘43) and his wife, Mary Ann,
celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary.
They were married June 19, 1948, at St. Mary’s
Cathedral, Fargo.

Morrie Schwinden (‘62) and Cathy (Rutten)
Schwinden (‘68) celebrated their 40th wedding
anniversary. They were married July 20, 1973, at
Sacred Heart Convent, Fargo.

1950’s

Jeanne (Gast) Kessel (‘65) and her husband,
Larry, celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary.
They were married May 26, 1973, at St. Mary’s
Cathedral, Fargo.

Neal Jacobson (‘59) and Judy (Brodigan)
Jacobson (‘59) celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary. They were married August 31, 1963, at
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welcomed a son, Rory Michael, on May 10, 2013.

Charlie Hanish (‘66) and his wife, Kathy,
celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary on
August 4, 2013.
Dee (Diana Doyle) Olson (‘68) and her
husband, Ray, celebrated their 40th wedding
anniversary. They were married August 25, 1973, at
St. Mary’s Cathedral, Fargo.
Greg Staszko (‘68) joined the Santa
Clara University women’s golf coaching
staff as assistant coach in the fall of
2012.
Marie (Fischer) Mars (‘69) and her
husband, Edward, celebrated their
40th wedding anniversary. They were
married September 15, 1973, at St. Mary’s
Cathedral, Fargo.

Brian (‘97) & Corie (Gronso) Walker (‘97)
welcomed a daughter, Adeline Ann, on June 5,
2013.
Meggan (Walsh) Brownfield (‘99) and
her husband, Eric, welcomed a
daughter, Maeve Caelynn, on April
14, 2013.
Matthew John R. Kelly (‘99)
married Megan Marie Brophy on
September 15, 2013.

Greg Staszko

1970’s
Monica (Langer) Schloesser (‘70) and her
husband, Michael, celebrated their 40th wedding
anniversary. They were married July 27, 1973, at
Holy Spirit Church, Fargo.
Cheryl (Grandbois) Hoffman (‘77) and her
husband, Steve, celebrated their 30th wedding
anniversary. They were married June 11, 1983, at
St. Anthony of Padua, Fargo.
1980’s
Robert Seeba (‘85) married Kim Dang on June
29, 2013. The couple lives in Brooklyn Park, MN.
Rollie Swedberg (‘86) and his wife, Leah,
welcomed a daughter, Ellie Lou, on July 3, 2013.
1990’s
Megan (Kirsch) Patzoldt (‘95) and her
husband, William, welcomed a daughter, Kari, in
May 2013. Kari joins 6 year old sister, Clare, and 2
year old brother, Louis.
Justin Ertelt (‘96) and his wife, Kristie,
welcomed a son, Josiah Paul, on August 26, 2013.
Tim Schons (‘96) and his wife, Erin, welcomed
a daughter, Lauren Elizabeth, on April 22, 2013.
Lauren joins big brother, Liam.
Michael Ste. Marie (‘96) and his wife, Sarah,

Jacob Rodenbiker (‘99) and his
wife, Molly, welcomed a son, Jacob
Tyler Rodenbiker, Jr., on June 15, 2013.

2000’s
Andrew Cook (‘00) and his wife, Jennifer,
welcomed a son, Samuel Avery, on August 10,
2013.
Lindsay (Brown) Landry (‘00) and her
husband, Nicholas, welcomed a daughter, Greer
Susan, on May 23, 2013.
Emily (Eisenbeis) Schultz (‘01) and her
husband, Nathan, welcomed a daughter, Bethie
Kim, on May 7, 2013.
Ashley Radcliffe (‘02) married Thomas
Carmody on April 26, 2013.
Lindsay (Merchant) Erickson (‘03) and her
husband, Patrick, welcomed a son, William
George, on May 12, 2013.
Kellie (Bruckbauer) Knodel (‘03) and her
husband, Leon, welcomed a son, Elijah Marcus,
on September 25, 2013.
Kathryn Bertel (‘05) married Jason Ritchie on
June 22, 2013.
Maria (Sauvageau) Olson (‘05) and her
husband, Timothy, welcomed a son, Lucas
Magnus, on September 29, 2013.
Kristi Alton (‘06) married Bryan Klocke on
July 13, 2013.
Leandra Hoffart (‘06) married Jeremy
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Iverson on September 14, 2013.
Kayla Bowar (‘07) married Chad Dewey on
September 20, 2013.
Brittany Halberstadt (‘07) married Travis
Beauchene on June 1, 2013.
Michael Indergaard (‘07) married Sarah
Coulter on June 8, 2013.
Mary Cowles (‘08) married James Haschke on
July 6, 2013.

Nathan Bjoralt (‘09) married Casey Kjera on
June 29, 2013.
Aubrey Fraase (‘09) married Daniel Johnson
(‘09) on August 9, 2013.
2nd Lt. Chad Hingst (‘09) has
graduated from the U.S. Naval
Academy in Annapolis, Md. He
was commissioned as an officer
in the U.S. Marine Corps and
has been assigned to serve in
Quantico, Va., for officer training.

2nd Lt. Chad Hingst

Reunion Re-Cap:
Class of 1993 (Reunion)
The Shanley High School Class of ‘93
20-Year Reunion held August 9-11,
kicked off Friday night with a party at
the home of classmate Greg McCormick
and his wife Angie. More than half of the
class attended, and the party got increasingly boisterous as we all caught up over
food and drink. The night was capped
off with more revelry at Woody’s Bar
nearby. On Saturday, golfers got an early
start at the Fargo Country Club Par-3,
while non-golfers and family headed
to the new Emergency Food Pantry to flex their service
muscles, sorting and packing donations. Later a picnic at
Lindenwood Park provided a fun opportunity for families to meet and mix. The reunion grand finale was held
at the top of the newly renovated Radisson Hotel, where
we dined, reminisced, and danced until well after midnight, with an amazing view of downtown Fargo as the
backdrop. Still not quite ready to say goodbye, a group
met after church on Sunday for a sunny patio brunch at
Granite City. Overall, the weekend brought 43 of our 73
classmates back together. Aside from monetary and nonperishable food donations to the Emergency Food Pantry,

12

The Deacon • Fall 2013

Alumni
the class of ’93 donated $450 of leftover registration fees to Shanley High School and local parishes. See you
in 2023 (if not sooner)!

Reunion Re-Cap:
Class of 1983 (Reunion)
by: Tracy Tool and Bill Marcil, Jr.

At our 30th reunion, the Class of ’83 golfed through gusty winds at the Meadows , then mixed at Fargo Billiards and Gastropub Friday night. On Saturday morning a few souls gingerly woke up for the 5K Run or
Dye, then joined classmates, spouses and friends at the Hilton for a dinner and social that spilled into the
early hours and into Fargo South’s adjacent reunion, from which South spilled back.
Bill Marcil articulated the sentiments best:

I learned I could go back
By Bill Marcil Jr.

I was driving to work and a song on the radio warned, “You can never go back.” Interesting. Over time,
many of us would find an occasion when maybe we would go back and change something we weren’t proud
of. As I’ve gotten older, I suppose there are fewer of those times. Maybe it is a part of getting older, more
mature. We accept life; we realize life moves quickly, and at times, split-second decisions we made are not
the ones we would have made if we’d taken time to think. Over a lifetime, let’s hope we make more right
choices.
Last week, I was brought back: my 30th high school reunion. A moment in life unlike any other, a moment
that reminded me of some of the worst things and the best. It was wrapped in a big fat bow named 30 years
ago.
High school reunions can be interesting. The 10-year was still a slice of steaming insecurity, all the worst
parts of high school with barely a decade in between. Still trying to impress, trying to be that person we
want to be; 20 years was similar, but with worse hair, and still trying to face down life and win. 30? As I
looked around the room, my first thought was: Why didn’t our parents tell us sunscreen would help us look
better at our 30-year reunion? It was the early ’80s. I remember sitting in the backyard with baby oil slathered all over my body. It’s a wonder we all didn’t die of skin cancer.
Friday night was the social. I pulled into the parking lot at Fargo’s Gastro Pub. It seemed like a routine trip
to a bar. As I walked in, my heart raced. My first instinct was to turn around and go home. “I don’t really
need to see these people. Why? What can I gain, they don’t know me, my family, my work, and how will this
help me?”
I walked to the back of the bar and there was a group of people I went to high school with 30 years ago. Did
they know high school was a time of crazy insecurity for me? Did they know walking into the bar that night,
I was feeling the same as I did 30 years ago? I was stepping back in time.
Familiar faces. Familiar hugs. Thirty years had passed. I no longer felt out of place; no longer felt the need
to find my place among these people who seemed to have so much figured out. I walked around talking to
my classmates, and felt a beautiful sense of ease. No longer were we trying to impress with what we were
doing, what we wanted to do. At 30 years, we had all been kicked a few times by the boot of life. The pretension was gone, the fear of trying to impress was gone.
We settled into catching up and comparing pictures of life gone by. Interesting time, the early ’80s. Our
music still permeates modern culture. 1981, “Don’t Stop Believing.” My 7-year-old loves that song. Even the
fashion can still be found. But, one item that will never come back: the hideous eyewear. REALLY? OMG.
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The brown plastic frames, almost as large as our faces. Who thought this was attractive? Mom! You are
supposed be there to help us. Did they really adorn us with eyewear that made us look like insects?
At dinner, something magical happened. I was back. I was back for a few brief hours. I was back with
friends I haven’t heard from in 30 years. Pretension and life got in the way. Saturday night I was back with
the joy that only a group of teenagers know. Thirty years ago, we didn’t have jobs, spouses, or the stresses
of life that can block adult connections. We talked about all the crazy times when we should have been
dead, arrested or suspended. Turns out, even after 30 years, some had been arrested but kept their dirty
little secrets.
I came away from that night, and for the first time in three decades, I felt at peace with my high school
days. I shared lots of laughs and, as I write this, a tear or two. Today, life moves at a velocity that, in comparison to then, can be dangerous. If you’re not looking forward far enough, you will be left in the dust.
I thank the Shanley Class of 1983 for a brief moment when I went back in time and made peace with the
insecure, sensitive teenager I once was. The song was wrong: You can go back.
Marcil is publisher of The Forum and executive vice president and CEO, Forum Communications Co.

Reunion Re-Cap:
Class of 1973 (Reunion)
by: Keith McDougall

Thanks to everyone
who attended the
reunion for making it
a resounding success.
For those that couldn't
attend, we missed
you! That old adage
"a good time was had
by all" certainly rings
true! A special thanks
goes to the committee
for all the hard work
planning the reunion;
Jeff Jones, Jeanie
Prochniak Volk, Shari
Schott Sauvageau,
Dick Greving, Casey
Callahan, Mike Sweeney, Bill Lavelle, Mark Bernstein, Keith McDougall and Tom O'Meara.
Friday:
Started with a tailgate party before the Shanley Homecoming football game. A nice group got to see each
other, visit and have front row seats for the parade. Somethings never change as the Deacons routed Enderlin Maple Valley at the new Sid Cichy Field. The stands were packed in a sea of red, nice to see! The weather
was perfect.
We convened to Jeff and Ann Jones' beautiful home along the Wild Rice River south of Fargo, a perfect setting for a fabulous gathering of classmates! Everyone enjoyed themselves immensely while catching up with
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each other, reminiscing, telling stories, laughing and consuming massive amounts of great
food and beverages! A huge thank you to Jeff
and Ann for hosting the event, it couldn't
have been any better! Probably lasted a little
later than they would have preferred, but we
all had a lot of FUN!!!
Saturday:
15 very brave and hardy (foolish?) souls
survived 18 holes of golf at old Edgewood
Golf Course in a steady - at times torrential downpour. It became a survival of the fittest
but that old Deacon Pride and competitive
spirit drove us on to finish! Congrats to Tim
Wilken, Paul Smith, Mike Foerster and Peg
Chaska Lussenden (she made it through 9
holes) for their victory! Kudos to Barb Deede
(Mike's wife) for playing all 18 holes with the guys. It was an adventurous round of golf we will remember
for years!
Saturday evening's event was held at the beautiful Avalon Events Center in downtown Fargo. The fabulous
food and atmosphere was topped off by the continued camaraderie enjoyed by our close knit classmates!
Everyone continued to catch up with each other, renew old friendships and even create new ones. A slide
show of past reunions reminded us of how much some of us have changed and how little others have.
Shanley provided picture boards of our high school days that were a center of attention. The highlight of the
evening was the Don Rickles/Johnny Carson type comedy show provided by MC Casey Callahan! He had
people rolling on the floor with his quips, one liners and stories that were well worth the price of
admission alone! Take your show on the road Casey!!! We also taxed every one's fading memories with a
rousing round of trivia from our days at Shanley. Class photos and photos of each grade school were taken
in addition to many, many more of our classmates. All in all, it was a tremendous amount of fun and a huge
success!

Send Us Your News...
Last Name ______________________________________
First Name ______________________________________
Address __________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
Email _________________________________________
Phone (

) _____________

Class of _________

Since high school I have... ___________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

I am currently (working, retired, married, children, etc.) ________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
One thing I would like others to know about me is... ___________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Please return to: JP II Catholic School Network, 5600 25th Street
South, Fargo, ND 58104 or email: maria.dahlin@sfdjp2.k12.nd.us.
You may also send us your news via our alumni web site: http://
alumni.fdjp2.k12.nd.us.
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Upcoming Reunions:
Now is the time to start planning your class reunion and the Blessed John Paul II Catholic Schools Network
would be happy to assist you! We will provide you with a class list to aide in forming a planning committee,
and once you’ve selected the dates for your reunion we can assist you in finding a venue, set up a school
tour, provide you with Shanley gear and giveaways for your reunion events, and more. For a checklist with
tips on how to get started planning and information about the services offered by the JPII Catholic Schools,
please contact Maria Dahlin in the Advancement Department, maria.dahlin@jp2schools.org or 893-3233.
Register and watch for updates online at http://alumni.fdjp2.k12.nd.us.

Class of 1954 (60 Year Reunion)
Date: September 11-12, 2014
Contacts: Joyce Stevens Matthys joycematthys1@gmail.com

Class of 1964 (50 Year Reunion)
Date: August 21-22, 2014
Contacts: Marilyn Jamieson mjamieson46@gmail.com
Thursday: Detroit Lakes Country Club
Friday: The Fireside on Detroit Lakes

Class of 1984 (30 Year Reunion)
Date: August 1-2, 2014
Contacts: Bill Short or Lisa McDonald
(218.233.4780 or sportnut2@hotmail.com)

The Deacon • Fall 2013

16

Alumni
2013 Hall of Fame / Mike & Karen Hofer Deacon Award
Banquet
By: Joelle Shewey

The Sixth Annual Hall of Fame Induction and Mike & Karen Hofer Deacon Award Banquet was held on
Saturday, Sept. 14th during Shanley’s Homecoming weekend. This year’s class of inductees/award winners
were:
Mike & Karen Hofer Deacon Award Recipients:
Kathleen Sornsin Boucher ‘55
Wayne Blanchard ‘53
Richard “Dick” Savageau ‘52
Hall of Fame Inductees:
Mary Elizabeth (Liz) Magill ‘84
1974 Shanley Boys Track Team

Kathleen Sornsin
Boucher

The Mike & Karen Hofer Deacon Award
honors graduates, parents, staff and friends who exemplify the
ideals of a Deacon (servant) through extensive service and
outstanding contributions of time, talent and/or treasure to the
Blessed John Paul II Catholic Schools and who reflect honorably on
the JPII Catholic Schools and its mission.
The Hall of Fame honors Sacred Heart Academy or Shanley
High School alumni, teams, faculty or staff who during or after
their time at SHA/SHS achieved a level of excellence deserving of
recognition and who reflect honorably on the JPII Catholic Schools
and its mission. Their accomplishments can be in athletics, fine
arts, leadership, service, career or professional endeavors.

Wayne Blanchard

Richard “Dick” Savageau
1974 Shanley Boys Track Team

Mary Elizabeth (Liz) Magill

Deacon Award & Hall of Fame Nomination Form

□

Hall of Fame Award
Graduates, teams or employees

□

Deacon Award
Graduates, parents, employees & friends
♦Exemplify ideals of a Deacon through extensive
service and outstanding contributions of time,
talent and/or treasure to the JPII Schools.

♦10 years since graduation
♦5 years since employment
♦Level of excellence in Athletics, Arts,
Academics, Leadership, Service, Career or
Professional either at SHA/SHS or following
graduation

♦Reflect Honorably on the JPII Schools

♦Reflect Honorably on the JPII Schools
Nominee:
Address (if living):

Nominee Class Year or Employment Years:
(if applicable)
Street

City

State

Zip

Email:

Phone:
Profession:

Reason for Nomination (what, where, when including honors or awards):

Nominator’s Name:
Address (if living):
Phone:

Nominator’s Relationship: __________________
Street

City
Email:

State
Date:

Forms should be Postmarked by April 30th
JPII Catholic Schools - Attn: Advancement Department
5600 25th Street South
Fargo, ND 58104

Zip

A Touch of Class
Welcome to our Newest Alumni: Class of 2013
Uvie Adah

Amy Freeberg

Tyler Pederson

Dylan Alderman

Nicole Freeberg

Shanley Roach

Miranda Allex

Jennifer Friese

U of M- Twin Cities Minneapolis, MN
Concordia College Moorhead, MN

University of Mary,
Bismarck, ND

Concordia College Moorhead, MN

MSU Mankato Mankato, MN

College of Saint
Benedict St. Joseph, MN

UND Grand Forks, ND

Samuel Ruch

Jessica Anderson

Concordia College Moorhead, MN

Patrick
Savageau

Scott Anderson

University of Kansas
- Lawrence, KS

The Salon Professional Academy
- Fargo, ND

Thomas Ames

NDSU - Fargo, ND

Northern State University Aberdeen, SD
Gustavus Adolphus College St. Peter, MN

Daniel Arnold

University of WisconsinPlatteville - Platteville, WI

Matthew Fulks

Benjamin
Glogoza

Concordia College Moorhead, MN

Nicholas Hanson
UND - Grand Forks, ND

Joshua Berg

Elizabeth Heintzman

Concordia College Moorhead, MN

Gunnar Bossart
UND - Grand Forks, ND

Tanner Brandt

Concordia College Moorhead, MN

Eric Braun

NDSU - Fargo, ND

Haley Brenner
UND - Grand Forks, ND

Angela Cowles

U of M- Duluth - Duluth, MN

Sydney Dauenhauer
UND - Grand Forks, ND

Alexandra Day

Tessa Hartl

MSCTC- Moorhead, MN

Connor Dunn
Paris Ekman

Babson College - Wellesley, MA

Hannah Erickson
Jamestown College Jamestown, ND

Daniel Evenson
NDSU - Fargo, ND

Mathew Finneseth
NDSU - Fargo, ND

Concordia College Moorhead, MN

MSUM - Moorhead, MN

NDSU - Fargo, ND

NDSU - Fargo, ND

Madison Little

Melissa Maertens

Concordia College Moorhead, MN

Alison Schweigert
Ashley Scott

Abigail Seitz

The Salon Professional Academy
- Fargo, ND

UND - Grand Forks, ND

Berklee College of Music Boston, MA

UND - Grand Forks, ND

Franklin Henning
Brett Hettenbaugh
Concordia College Moorhead, MN

Anthony Jacobson
NDSU - Fargo, ND

Chase Johnson
UND - Grand Forks, ND

Russell Johnson
University of Mary Bismarck, ND

Colton Keller

NDSU - Fargo, ND

David Kjera

NDSU - Fargo, ND

Danyel Schneider

NDSU - Fargo, ND

MSCTC- Moorhead, MN
United States Naval Academy Annapolis, MD

Undecided

NDSU - Fargo, ND
United States Marine Corps
Reserves - Wahpeton, ND

Marissa Magnuson

Zachary Kiffmeyer

Shane DuBord

Kevin Libbrecht

Wolfgang
Schlenker

University of Mary Bismarck, ND

Valley City State University Valley City,ND

Andrew Desharnais

Benedictine College Atchison, KS

Kaitlyn Gefroh

Michael Bala

Berklee College of Music Boston, MA

MSUM Moorhead, MN

University of Montana Missoula, MT

United States Marine Corps Fargo, ND

Paige Knain Blanchard
UND - Grand Forks, ND

Nathaniel Kraft

Gustavus Adolfus College St. Peter, MN

Joseph Laske

UND - Grand Forks, ND

Michael Leier

Concordia College Moorhead, MN

Isabelle Marcil

Anna Marsolek

Black Hills State University Spearfish, SD

Megan Marsolek
Concordia College Moorhead, MN

MacKenzie McCormick
NDSU - Fargo, ND

Molly Mertes

NDSU - Fargo, ND

Grady Meyer

Madison Smith
Keith Splitt

NDSU - Fargo, ND

Alyssa Stokke

NDSU - Fargo, ND

Michael Storandt
UND - Grand Forks, ND

Bernard Sweeney
NDSU - Fargo, ND

Siwakorn Tangpong
NDSU - Fargo, ND

Kelly Thoreson

U of M- Twin Cities Minneapolis, MN

College of Saint Benedict - St.
Joseph, MN

Concordia College Moorhead, MN

Concordia College Moorhead, MN

Carolyn Mickelson
Karishma Mistry
U of M- Twin Cities Minneapolis, MN

Emily Naylor

NDSU - Fargo, ND

Craig Needham
NDSU - Fargo, ND

Tanner Olson

Timothy Traynor
Lincoln Voss

Augustana College Sioux Falls, SD

Tristan Webber

Valley City State University Valley City, ND

Kelly Weir

UND - Grand Forks, ND

Gustavus Adolphus College St. Peter, MN

Benjamin Wolbaum

NDSU - Fargo, ND

NDSU - Fargo, ND

Madison Ostern

NDSU - Fargo, ND

Joshua Zetocha
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Inspiring Excellence
By: Zach Kiffmeyer (‘13), Graduation Speech

Two to two and a half years ago I took my
first steps through the front doors of Shanley
High School as the new kid moving from a
small town in middle Tennessee and I can
honestly say I never thought it would come
to this. When my mom and dad told my
sister and I that we were moving to Fargo,
North Dakota I didn’t know what to expect.
Heck, I wasn’t even completely aware of
where North Dakota was. Once we arrived
in North Dakota, I thought to myself, “I will
never find another core group of friends
like the ones I had in Tennessee.” But I’m
happy to stand here and tell you today that
this group proved me wrong, and I’m happy
that they did. These past couple years at
Shanley have been nothing short of eventful.
Our class and this year have been blessed
with state championships, an international debate
championship and many more accomplishments.
But where does it all come from and how are we,
as students, able to perform in the greater glory of
God? It comes from within these walls. This year
at Shanley High School there’s been a new mission
or, motto if you will, that has developed. During
morning announcements Mr. Safranski recites
a phrase that says Shanley High School inspires
excellence through faith, learning and service. But
as high schoolers do we really take the time to think
about what that really means? Of course we don’t,
we’re high schoolers, and the only thing we really
care about is what’s on the lunch menu for the day.
Excellence: Before we can understand what this
means, we have to define terms as Mr. Emmel
would tell us. We all have a basic understanding
and knowledge of what faith, learning and service
means, but what about the word excellence, and
more importantly what about our own personal
excellence that lies within every one of us? Because
when I interpret this statement, I look at it as
our own excellence being inspired through faith,
learning and service. Excellence on the personal
level can be broken down into two traits, our
character and our attitude. We’re who we are
because of what we do, rather than what we say.
Aristotle describes personal excellence in the best

Zach Kiffmeyer (‘13)

way. He says, “We are what we repeatedly do.
Excellence, then, is not just an act, it’s a habit.” It’s
simply what defines, and more importantly how we
want the world to know us and how we want to be
remembered.
Examples:
Through Faith- This year I was very fortunate to
be a part of the March for Life trip to Washington
D.C. This year we received an honor none of us,
not even the advisors expected. At the Students
for Life of America Conference, we were awarded
the National Pro Life High school group of the
year award. I’d like to think that without our God
given talents and determination along with strong
motivation from our advisors we would not have
received this honor. Also this year, Shanley High
School’s senior “Know Your Faith” team composed
of Colton Keller, Abby Seitz and Angela Cowles
were able to take down the defending state champs
(Bismarck St. May’s) with the support of the rest
of the senior class as we all traveled by bus to
Bismarck.
Through Learning- Every day we are educated
in an institution where academics really do come
first. And we are educated through a Christ centered
curriculum that teaches us to not just read from
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a textbook or copy answers from a website, but
more importantly it teaches us to dive deeper into
our studies. And it constantly makes us ask the
questions of the heart that Mr. Emmel so frequently
reminds us of.
Through Service- Whether it’s doing service
projects around the school in Mr. Hagstrom’s
Charity and Justice class or whether it’s going to
the prayer services of the West Fargo students who
passed away earlier in the year. Doing all of this
only enhances the excellence that lies within us.
Our class has clearly exemplified excellence
throughout the year and what we have
accomplished, I hope, has inspired the
underclassmen in our school to strive to become the
future servant leaders of Shanley High School.
Now as I reach the midway point in this speech
I’d like to pass along a piece of advice or words of
“wisdom” if you will, to my classmates. The main
message I want to pass on to you today is to simply
not be afraid. Don’t be afraid of two things. The first
thing is to not be afraid to chase what really lights
your fire. Don’t be afraid to go after your lifelong
dream, because if you’ve had it set in your mind and
stored up in your heart for this long, who is to tell
you that you can’t go get it? But with this, keep an
open mind, because obstacles will be thrown your
way and you will have to overcome them, but always
remember what Rocky Balboa says, “If you know
what you’re worth then go out and get what you’re
worth, but if something goes wrong don’t point the
finger at him or her or anyone. Cowards do that,
and that isn’t you.” But like anything in life that’s
worth fighting for, you have to be willing to take the
hits. The second thing to not be afraid of is making
mistakes. The 20th century American author Elbert
Hubbard once said, “The greatest mistake you can
make in life is to be continually fearing you will
make one.” With mistakes comes knowledge and
experience you would have never gained had you
not taken the risk and made the mistake.
The moral of this message is simple. Pope John Paul
II told us these three simple words which he began
and ended his papacy with…. BE NOT AFRAID.
Now I’d like to pass along a message about this year
and our time together and what it’s meant to me.

This year and our time together have been more
than the memories we’ve made, its how they’ve
become our favorite stories to tell. This year and
our time together have been more than the work
ethic and love that is exemplified by this class, it’s
about the people, you guys, who made it all happen
through your God given talents. And finally, this
year and our time together have been more than
how we’ve supported each other through the best of
times and through the worst of times, it’s how we’ve
become a stronger class and family because of it.
So now I’d like to conclude by saying thank you
because I don’t know if I’ve ever been able to tell
you that but I figured now would be the perfect
opportunity. Thank you for making me feel as if
you’d known me your whole life and thank you
for being so quick to include the new kid from
Tennessee. And thank you Teachers, Staff and the
Administration. I’ll tell you, I’ve been the new kid
3 or 4 times in my life and there’s nothing more
reassuring than knowing there’s a committed and
dedicated staff behind you to make your transition
as smooth as possible. And thank you parents,
thank you for working so hard and being there at
our soccer games, our musicals, and everything else
that we’ve been involved in. Because I feel that it’s
your work out of everyone’s that goes unnoticed the
most. I don’t know all of you that well, but I’m sure,
like in any family, including my own, there’s been
trials and tribulations between you and your son
or daughter in these past 18 years, but as we gather
here together in this setting, I think it’s safe to say
that it has all been worth it.
And finally thank you Shanley High School and the
entire JPII Catholic Schools Network for making
me realize that I can become the man I have always
dreamt of becoming and for unleashing and igniting
my own personal excellence and the personal
excellence that lies within all of my classmates.
And ultimately, thank you for making all of us
believe that we can make a difference in this world,
whether it’s big or small, it’s still a difference.
Because as President John F. Kennedy once told us,
“One person can make a difference, and everyone
should try.” Thank you again, enjoy the rest of the
commencement and God Bless all of you.

The Deacon • Fall 2013

21

Alumni
A Challenge: Live Your Values
By: Dr. Michael Smith, Superintendent
Challenge to the Class of 2013

The invitation to speak to you today means a lot to
me. A year ago you were all strangers. I was looking
ahead to the challenge of moving to Fargo and
starting over personally and professionally. Before
I left my home of six years in Saudi Arabia I had no
idea that this year would mean getting to know a
group of young adults as special as all of you. For
me starting over meant a new job, a new school
for my kids, a new home, a new community for us
as family and readjusting to the long cold, snowy,
windy, dark Winter that come from moving 20
degrees north in latitude.
I had no idea that there was a remarkable year
ahead. A year filled with State Championships, A
World Championship, almost state championships,
a National Pro-Life Honor, multiple memorable
concerts, a couple of outstanding theater
productions, but more significant for me
personally and professionally was being welcomed
into a community of teachers, parents and most
importantly students, dedicated to making the
world a better place. Looking back on my decision
to come, it should have been an easy decision, but
few important decisions we face are easy. Decisions
require faith and a desire to achieve a goal. Prayer
and reflection gave me the faith to make the move
to JPII and Fargo.
The choice for me was, do I stay put and
comfortable or do I take a risk and do what I
believe I am being called to do? It is that spirit that
I encourage you to actively live and make your
choices count rather than having your life dictated
by situations or other people. You have already
been faced with many choices in your lives, and
the proposition of making decisions will continue
throughout your lives. From small choices about
what to wear, where to eat to the big ones like who
to marry and what to study you are in charge. These
decisions will slowly shape who you are as a person.
In ten years you will look back and measure yourself
on your choices. You will ask yourself, “Have I
used my gifts well?” But as of today you sit ready to
embark on a new adventure. And don’t let anyone
tell you that it is not an adventure. Whether you
are joining the Marine Corps or moving down the

Dr. Michael Smith, Superintendent

road to NDSU/MSUM/Concordia, or further afield
to Kansas, South Dakota, Wisconsin, Valley City,
Jamestown, Duluth or The Twin Cities, Montana,
Bismarck, Saint Peter, Saint Joe, Jamestown,
Maryland, Massachusetts, or beyond, your life will
be an adventure. And I for one, love adventure.
However, when you say goodbye to all that is
comfortable and familiar, it can be scary. Today you
are saying good bye to what is known and where
you are known. For you, your impending adventure
means a new school, new friends, new opportunities
and new struggles. Your lives will change in
ways you cannot imagine. You will experience
unbelievable joys and sorrows. Your life’s road
will take you in directions you cannot picture or
imagine. Look around you, this will be the last time
you are all together as a group. Many of you have
known each other since Kindergarten. When you sat
in your kindergarten class in Holy Spirit, Nativity,
Saint Joe’s or another school could you ever have
imagined what the past 12 years would have
brought? The next 12 years will bring even more
dramatic changes at a more rapid pace.
You, like me when I came here, will meet people
who will change your life. It is my belief that we
are Christ for each other, and that no matter how
many bad news stories there are about evil and
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hate, there are many more about kindness, respect,
honor and love that go untold. Too often it is the
bad or provocative that gets reported, retold,
tweeted, re-tweeted or posted to Facebook. These
bleak images are too often highlighted for us as
the picture of humanity. Instead of letting media
dictate what is important we need to celebrate the
great work of God and the joy that comes from
loving and serving others. Please proclaim and
live the story of kindness, beauty, love and joy that
comes from the people we know! When we see
everyone we meet as a child of God the world gets
a lot less scary and a lot more joyful. I can recount
many people who were sent my way this year and
whose actions and words were Christ for me. And
I can see many of them sitting in here today. As an
example one day while sitting at my desk working
Carly (Mickelson) and Dylan (Alderman) entered
my office. They proceeded to invite me to speak at
this commencement, and I can say that I truly felt
blessed, welcomed, at home, loved and accepted
by the offer. We reach our potential when we share
love, with nothing expected in return. When we
judge others, are envious and presume the worse
we are not loving, we are protecting our own status
quo. When we love and trust, we risk and we grow.
So, again thank you for the invitation to speak.
Never underestimate how your actions affect others.
You have the power to change lives with what you
say and do. Every action you take affects someone.
As a group you will go forward into the world as
people better equipped to do good, to positively
affect the lives of others in the world, than almost
any group of people in the entire world. You, as
Shanley Graduates, are more blessed and better
equipped to improve the world than 6 billion
people. Think about that number…six billion. You
have an abundance of gifts at your disposal. On one
hand that is a blessing, but on the other, the burden
on being a good steward of your gifts can seem
overwhelming.
I urge you to not be fearful and set aside anxiety
with peace that comes through prayer. Whether
you want to accept this or not, you are God’s chosen
people and there is nothing to fear. Now what will
you do with your gifts? Will you use your gifts to
serve yourself and protect who you are today? Or
will you serve Christ and continue to grow into the
person who you can become?

And that brings me to the challenge I give to you
today.
JPII Schools has a new Value statement that I
know you all know…We are a community inspiring
excellence through faith, learning and service.
I challenge you to take those values away and to
live them for next four years and for the rest of your
lives.
I challenge you to inspire others to bring out the
best in themselves. This happened not too long
ago for me. It was late January and we were in the
knock out round of the dodge ball tournament. Mr.
Hagstrom looked at me and said, “Dr. Smith, we
didn’t come this far to lose.” Out of inspiration and
some fear, (and probably divine intervention) we
won sweet victory. (Planted students had dodge
balls to throw).
As funny as this sounds the whole dodge ball
tournament was a blessing for me and helped me
become more a part of the community. There is a
lesson in that for all of us. Use your gifts. I really do
wish I was gifted in golf or music, but by jumping
into the tournament and doing something I really
enjoyed, I got to know people better. In the next
year as you head into new communities, remember
what you are good at and continue to find ways
to stay engaged in the communities you will be a
part of. Whether it is dodge ball, calculus, music,
photography, running, physics, debate or some yet
to be discovered talent embrace your gifts. You have
been given so much, use it!
Faith, I challenge you to grow in your faith. You
will be immersed in a world that will consistently
challenge your faith. Whether it is a society that
beckons you to live in mediocrity… or the normal
challenges we face as humans with relationships,
the death and illness of loved ones, or personal
suffering, there will be times that your faith will
be tested. I challenge you to use your faith to not
hide from the world and use it for an excuse to
judge others, but to deepen it through seeing God
in all people. We have been given this beautiful gift
of faith not to judge others or to use our faith as
a refuge from the world, but to be instruments of
peace in the world. Use prayer and faith to ensure
that you keep yourself grounded so you can bring
Christ’s love to others in your actions. Emulate
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people who love, forgive and expect the best in
others.
Learning, I challenge you to continue to learn.
The world is an incredible place. There is so much
to learn. You will learn from books, professors,
technology, friends, family and by simply observing
nature. The best lessons may very well come
from experiences and failures. It is ok to fail and
make mistakes. Especially when those mistakes
come from actions done in an effort to improve
yourself or a situation. There are many people who
continue to narrow in their learning, falsely telling
themselves that they know enough because learning
if done right is at times disconcerting and in itself a
challenge to the way we currently live. But there are
others who continue to learn throughout their lives.
Learning can apply to facts, skills, self-awareness,
faith, prayer, games, sports, but what I challenge
you to do in your lives is never be satisfied thinking
you know all about a topic or a field of study. Aspire
to be like your mentors who model lifelong learning.
Service, I challenge you to serve others. This is
the culmination of faith and learning. Faith and
learning will give you a tremendous appetite for
service. As Deacons you have had the importance
of service to others drilled in your heads and etched
into your hearts, but from today on you will not
have Mr. Hagstrom checking off service hours. We
expect you will be busy, we expect you to succeed,
we also hope and pray that at the heart of your lives
will be service to others. Whether is through time,
treasure or talent, you have gifts that can make the
lives of others better. By doing service you can bring
Christ to others. Seek out friends who serve others
and who expect you to share your gifts with the
world.

In closing, one of my least favorite comments I hear
uttered at high school or College Graduates is, “Now
you will enter real life.” It bothers me because it
somehow lessens the decisions made and work you
have done up to this point in your lives. The thought
you are not living real life yet, dismisses the work
you have done in sports, classes and activities and
cheapens the real and genuine struggles that you
face as a young adult. However, and maybe more
importantly for my speech today, my belief that you
are living real life also means that I challenge you
to employ your gifts today. The past years and the
next several are not disposable, you do not get them
back. They count. This is real life. The way you treat
people you meet, your friends, your family, yourself
and your gifts all matter, and it matters today. My
last challenge for you is to live the next years with
the love for one another that Christ has graced you
with. Live each day with passion. Commit yourself
to being responsible to yourself and to the world.
You have been given a lot. Now make a difference.
Live life to the fullest. Utilize your gifts with urgency
and with a strong belief that what you do always
matters.
You Shanley Class of 2013 have been given so
much. Now what will you do with it? I expect a lot.
This graduation is a sign that you have completed
something, but we, your parents, relatives, friends,
teachers and classmates expect so much more!

Want to stay up-to-date on all the latest happenings at Shanley as they happen? “Like Us” on
Facebook!! Just search for the Shanley Alumni page and click on the “Like” button.

ARIZONA ALUMNI & FRIENDS
LUNCHEON
DATE: Friday, February 28, 2014

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
at
ANACALA COUNTRY CLUB
11700 E Via Linda
Scottsdale, AZ 85259
HOSTED BY:

Blessed John Paul II Catholic Schools
(with the support of Betty Lou Scott)
REMARKS BY:

JPII Superintendent, Dr. Michael Smith
The is event is complimentary, but the courtesy of
an RSVP is requested by February 21, 2014
Online at: https://alumni.fdjp2.k12.nd.us/events
or by filling out the form below and returning to:
JPII Catholic Schools
Attn: Joelle Shewey
5600 25th St S
Fargo, ND 58104
ARIZONA ALUMNI & FRIENDS LUNCHEON RSVP
Name(s): ___________________________________________________
Number Attending: ___________
E-mail Address: _______________________________________
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Where Are They Now?
We are very proud of our graduates and their positive impact on their communities. Faith, family, service and
excellence are common characteristics in our graduates. Please take some time to read through these interviews
with graduates and their profiles, we hope that you find them interesting and inspiring.
If you know of a graduate who would make for a great profile for the Deacon Newsletter
please contact Joelle Shewey (Joelle.shewey@jp2schools.org) or Mike Smith (Michael.Smith@jp2schools.org).

Kirk Halvorson (‘98)
By: Dr. Michael Smith, Superintendent

How did your education at Shanley shape
who you are today?
Shanley provided a solid education and reinforced
a strong set of morals and beliefs that my parents
had instilled in me. It helped teach me how to
treat others as I would want to be treated and the
importance of helping those less fortunate. It also
provided me with many of the close friendships I
have today.
How did the academic and focus on faith
and service affect your career choice?
Ultimately, one of the main reasons I chose my
profession was to be able to help others and
improve their quality of life. Currently, I have
the joy of not only helping patients with their eye
care, but I am also able to provide education to
those that will become Optometrists in the future.
The most rewarding times for me have been
volunteering my skills to those in need. My wife,
Ami (also an optometrist), and I have done vision
screenings in schools, Special Olympics, and
on job sites for migrant workers. We were also
privileged enough to perform eye exams in the
villages of Belize, serving over 500 people during
the trip, and we look forward to other similar
experiences. Also, once a month I attend an interprofessional diabetes clinic to help those who lack
the resources for health care.
Where do you currently live?
Beaverton, Oregon
What is your profession?
Optometrist. I’m currently an assistant professor
of Optometry and Clinic Director at Pacific
University Eye Clinic, Hillsboro.
When you hear Shanley what comes to mind?
When I hear Shanley I think of a close-knit
community with a strong faith and a willingness
to help others.

Halvorson family

Service to others is one of our values, was that
a part of being a Deacon when you attended
school?
Yes, I still remember volunteering my time to
deliver meals to those less fortunate and spending
time with the elderly in nursing homes. I still
find myself doing those things because of the joy
it continues to bring me. Also, Shanley was very
supportive of my friends and I spending countless
hours helping others during the flood of 1997.
What role did sports/activities play in your
education?
While playing sports, I felt like I was constantly
surrounded by encouragement to succeed by
family and friends. Sports helped provide an
outlet away from the classroom that helped
shape my leadership skills, time management,
confidence, and determination to meet my goals.
The following questions were posed to
Kirk’s Parents, Bob and Cheryl Halvorson:
As parents of Shanley graduates, what
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is the lasting impression you have about
our schools?
The Catholic school system in Fargo provided
each of our sons with an outstanding academic
education as well as supporting us in our job as
parents to form them in faith. Each son’s unique
gifts were recognized. Each was challenged to
become a man of integrity, a man who recognizes
his own giftedness and learned the responsibility
of sharing those gifts with others.
How would you talk to a potential new
family about the value of a Catholic
Education?

You will find that the Blessed John Paul II
Catholic School System in Fargo provides an
atmosphere for spiritual, mental and physical
growth. Our schools are a place where spirituality
is nurtured, where our students are offered the
highest academic curriculum, and opportunities
are provided for and students encouraged to
participate in a wide range of extra-curricular
activities preparing each for success in college
and beyond.
Strong parental involvement, a committed faculty
and staff as well as supporting parishes work
together to provide a community of learning
woven together in faith.

Poferl Receives Leadership Award
Judy (Forstner) Poferl (‘78)
By: Nancy Kluver, Senior Consultant, Executive Communications, Xcel Energy

The College of Saint Benedict recently
honored Vice President and Corporate
Secretary Judy Poferl with its Presidents’
Award for leadership. An alumna of the
college, Poferl received the recognition as
one of St. Benedict’s “trail blazers who…lead
to the fullest extent of our talents,” according
to the college.
The college presented the award as part of
its 100th anniversary celebration, where
it honored 14 alumnae, one for each of
the presidents in the college’s history.
The college cited in part Poferl’s work in
connection with the metropolitan emission
reduction plan and the creation of the
Energy Innovation Corridor, as sustainability Above, Judy Poferl (right) accepts her award from Dr. MaryAnn
and environmental preservation are two of
Baenninger, president of the College of Saint Benedict.
its priorities.
Photo courtesy of the College of Saint Benedict
“It is an honor to be recognized alongside
these impressive women,” Poferl said. “The
recognition also clearly reflects Xcel Energy’s
environmental leadership and the good work we
do in the community. It’s gratifying when it all
comes together.”
Poferl serves as a member of the college’s board
of trustees.
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In Memoriam (information from Fargo Forum or provided by families)
We extend our sympathies to the friends and families of:
Mary (Robinson) Hoganson (‘27) passed
away on June 4, 2013.
Isabel (Lemna) Mische (‘31) passed away on
July 9, 2013. Isabel was the mother of Sharon
(Mische) Scheltens (‘56), Rich Mische (‘62)
and the late Erlys (Mische) Montgomery
(‘52). She was also the grandmother of Brad
Montgomery (‘79), Doug Montgomery
(‘81), Janeen (Montgomery) Peterson
(‘82), Mike Montgomery (‘85) and Leslie
(Montgomery) Shaw (‘92).
Marlowe Parries (‘38) passed away on June
1, 2013. Marlowe was the brother of the late
Leonette (Parries) Koeplin (‘35) and Betty
(Parries) Kenney (‘40).
Sister Jean Marie Sheppe (‘38) passed away
on July 9, 2013.
Frederick Saefke Jr. (‘39) passed away
on June 25, 2013. Fred was the brother of
Charlotte (Saefke) Cibrowski (‘41), Mary
Jane (Saefke) Akers (‘45), Ramona
(Saefke) Neeb (‘49) and the late John Saefke
(‘38).
Sister Claudia Nelson (‘42) passed away on
July 9, 2013. Sister Claudia taught at Shanley
from 1961-1976.
Sister M. Anne Hablas (‘43) passed away on
September 29, 2013. Sister Anne was the sister
of Mary (Hablas) Vik (‘42), Anne (Hablas)
Marchione (‘45), Fran (Hablas) Venditto
(‘47), Catherine (Hablas) Bernard (‘50),
Ruth Hablas (‘53), Louis Hablas and the late
John Hablas (‘48). Sister Anne also taught at
Shanley High School for 23 years.
Bernyce “Bunny” (Kale) Lee (‘43) passed
away on June 8, 2013. Bunny was the mother of
Judy Slayton, Jill (Slayton) Lavelle (‘65),
Bobbi (Slayton) Birrenkott (‘68) and the
sister of Geri (Kale) Farrell (‘44).
Virginia (Matthys) Quiggle (‘43) passed
away on July 24, 2013. She was the sister of
Phyllis (Matthys) Flesberg (‘49), Shirley
(Matthys) Eliason (‘53) and the late Elaine
(Matthys) Johnson (‘43) and Duane
Matthys (‘54).

Sister Maureen Walker (‘48) passed away on
August 14, 2013. Sister Maureen was the sister
of Sister Jane Walker (‘39), Annabelle
(Walker) Van Gilder (‘42), Thomas Walker
(‘51) and the late James Walker (‘42).
Rodman Bailey, Sr. (‘51) passed away on
June 6, 2013. Rod was the brother of Mary Ann
(Bailey) Urness (‘52), James Bailey (‘54),
Carol (Bailey) Christensen (‘56), Larry
Bailey (‘58) and Darlene (Bailey) Stafney
(‘63).
Bernadette (Clancy) Eide (‘52) passed away
on June 29, 2013.
Kenneth James “Ken” Rerich (‘53) passed
away on June 13, 2013. Ken was the brother
of Richard Rerick (‘47), Dot (Rerich)
Cysewski (‘49) and Jim Rerich.
Harry Wadnizak (‘57) passed away on
August 28, 2013. Harry was the brother of Mary
Wadnizak (‘54) and Frances (Wadnizak)
Rehder.
William “Bill” Conway (‘62) passed away on
September 5, 2013. Bill was the brother of Helen
(Conway) Jaurequi (‘56), Patricia Conway
(‘60), Ann Conway (‘70) and the late Mary
(Conway) Poirier (‘52) and John Conway
(‘53).
Dennis Langer (‘65) passed away on May
10, 2013. Dennis was the brother of Rodney
Langer (‘57).
Zachary Vincent McLellan (‘69) passed away
on August 18, 2013. Zach was the brother of Joe,
Nick McLellan (‘66), Kevin and Katie.
Kathy (Grandbois) Ferguson (‘70) passed
away on July 19, 2013. Kathy was the sister of
Gary Grandbois (‘69), Cheryl (Grandbois)
Hoffman (‘77) and Jim Grandbois (‘79).
Sidney (Staszko) Kuropchak (‘70) passed
away on August 23, 2013. Sid was the sister of
Joan (Staszko) Greving, Gregory Staszko
(‘68) and Chris Staszko.
Sidney Claymore (‘71) passed away on June
20, 2013.
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Michael Sean Gerlach (‘72) passed away
on June 28, 2013. Michael was the brother of
Kathryn (Gerlach) Lester (‘61), Patrick
Gerlach (‘65), Ann (Gerlach) Ulmer (‘68)
and Jane (Gerlach) Williams (‘73).

DeConcini (‘65), Sharon (DeConcini)
Wronko (‘67), John DeConcini (‘68), Patty
(DeConcini) Pearson, Tom DeConcini (‘73)
and the late Mike DeConcini (‘63) and Dave
DeConcini.

Mark Alan Pancratz (‘72) passed away on
September 12, 2013. Mark was the brother
of Laura (Pancratz) Isensee (‘65), Lyn
(Pancratz) Reis (‘66), Leslie Pancratz (‘70)
and Greg Pancratz (‘78).

David Fortier passed away on August 2, 2013.
David was the brother of Terry Fortier (‘66).

Michael H. Warwick (‘73) passed away on
February 4, 2013 in Prescott, AZ.
Michael Paul Jones (‘74) passed away on July
9, 2013. Mike was the brother of Nancy Jones,
Judy Rangel, John B. Jones and Jeff Jones
(‘73).
Elizabeth (McGarvey) Dronen (‘84) passed
away on July 19, 2013. Beth was the sister of
Rose (McGarvey) Skroch (‘72), Barbara
(McGarvey) Larson (‘73), David McGarvey
(‘74) Mary (McGarvey) Dissette (‘76) and
Dan McGarvey (‘78).
Deborah Ann (Jacobson) Kukert (‘86)
passed away on September 2, 2013. Debbie was
the daughter of Neal (‘59) & Judy (Brodigan)
Jacobson (‘59) and the sister of Steve
Jacobson (‘83) and Katy (Jacobson) Van
Dyke (‘84).
John Blanchard passed away on June
20, 2013. John was the father of Jennifer
(Blanchard) McShane (‘70), John R.
Blanchard (‘75) and the late Robert
Blanchard (‘77). John was also the brother of
Don Blanchard (‘47), Richard Blanchard
(‘49), Wayne Blanchard (‘53) and James
Blanchard (‘64).
Jeanette Brusven passed away on May 23,
2013. Jeanette was the mother of Sharon
(Brusven) Brown (‘61).
Gertrude “Trudy” Cooper passed away on
August 12, 2013. Trudy was the mother of Julie
(Cooper) Novetzke (‘67), Barb (Cooper)
Willems (‘68), John Cooper and Mark
Cooper.
Leonard P. “Deke” DeConcini passed away
on May 18, 2013. Deke was the father of Jim

Mark A. Foster passed away on September 12,
2013. Mark was the father of Michael Foster
(‘02), Rachel Foster (‘05) and the late
Jeanette Foster (‘99).
Beth Ann (Graffis) Fox passed away on June
27, 2013.
Bernice M. Grinney passed away on August
20, 2013. Bernice was the mother of Michael
Grinney (‘64) and the late Susan (Grinney)
Hanson (‘67).
James Hughes passed away on April 30,
2013. Jim was the father of Denise (Hughes)
Condon (‘89), Michael Hughes (‘91), Dan
Hughes (‘96) and Dawn (Hughes) Novotny
(‘97).
John “Jack” King passed away on September
22, 2013. Jack was the father of Jeff King (‘66),
Pam (King) Oster, Brad King, Alan King
and the late Steven King (‘67).
David Kosciolek passed away on September
3, 2013. David was the father of Melissa
Kosciolek (‘97), Konnie (Kosciolek) Evans
(‘99) and Tiffany (Kosciolek) McShane
(‘02).
LaVere A. Kossick passed away on August
22, 2013. LaVere was the mother of Rochelle
(Kossick) Allen (‘68).
Theodore “Ted” Lepine passed away on June
7, 2013. Ted was the father of Sharon (Lepine)
Wolf (‘61) and Steven Lepine.
Judge Frank Magill passed away on June
2, 2013. Frank was the father of Marguerite
(Magill) Connolly, Frank Magill, Jr. (‘77),
R. Daniel Magill (‘79), Mary Elizabeth
Magill (‘84), Robert Magill (‘86) and John
Magill. Frank was also the brother of Grace
(Magill) Domine (‘46).
Perry Marthaller passed away on May
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30, 2013. Perry was the brother of Brenda
(Marthaller) Sorrels (‘71), Brent
Marthaller (‘73) and Carla (Marthaller)
Friedman.
Paul Nilles passed away on May 18, 2013. Paul
was the brother of Audrey (Nilles) Dauner
(‘50).
Marie Robbins passed away on July 26, 2013.
Marie was the mother of Catherine (Robbins)
Lockhart (‘70) and Patricia (Robbins) Scott
(‘76).
William “Red” L. Robideau, Jr. passed away
on June 9, 2013. Red was the father of Sara
(Robideau) McEnery (‘96).
Robert Sailer passed away on July 1, 2013. Bob
was the father of Sandra (Sailer) Ferris (‘83),
Karen (Sailer) Kessler (‘84), Scott Sailer
(‘94) and the grandfather of Lauren Kessler
(‘11).
Stephen “Steve” Schulz passed away on
December 29, 2012. Steve was the husband of
Mary Ann (Siebels) Schulz (‘74).
Geraldine Gibbens Shafer passed away on
May 31, 2013. Geraldine was the mother of Gerri
Shafer-Smith (‘58) and Janie Shafer (‘75).
Donald Smith passed away on August 31, 2013.
Don was the husband of JoEllen (Leintz)
Smith (‘68) and the stepfather of Melissa
(Kranz) Johnson (‘98).

Patrick D. Sweeney passed away on
September 25, 2013. Patrick was the son of
Madonna (Klontz) Sweeney (‘54) and
the late Don Sweeney (‘55). He was also
the brother of Gregory Sweeney (‘81),
Timothy Sweeney (‘84), Richard Sweeney
(‘86), Anne (Sweeney) Blake (‘87), John
Sweeney and Joseph Sweeney (‘93).
Donald C. Taraba passed away in Sun City,
AZ. Don was the father of Shelly (Taraba)
Jendro (‘76), Debra Taraba (‘78) and Patty
Halvorson.
Ronald Thorson passed away on September
28, 2013. Ron was the father of Nick Thorson
(‘71), Randy Thorson, Yvonne (Thorson)
Christoferson and Mona (Thorson)
Johnson.
Andrew J. Vanyo passed away on August 15,
2013. Andy was the father of Anne (Vanyo)
Swenson, Carol Vanyo (‘86), David Vanyo
(‘87), Jennifer (Vanyo) Abele and Angie
Vanyo.
Shirley Zander passed away on September
21, 2013. Shirley was the mother of Tammy
(Zander) Tollefson (‘78), Jodi Zander
(‘80), Curt Zander (‘81), Jeff Zander (‘85)
and Jerry Zander (‘92).

If you would like to inform classmates and other alumni of a loved one’s passing, please submit information
either by phone or by email to Maria Dahlin at: 701-893-3233 or maria.dahlin@jp2schools.org.

Diocesan policy regarding reporting sexual abuse:
The Diocese of Fargo is committed to the protection of youth. Please report any incidents or
suspected incidents of child abuse, including sexual abuse, to civil authorities. If the situation
involves a member of the clergy or a religious order, a seminarian, or an employee of a Catholic
school, parish, the diocesan offices of other Catholic entity within the diocese, we as that you also
report the incident or suspected incident to Msgr. Joseph P. Goering, Vicar General, at
(701) 356-7945 or to Larry Bernhardt, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at (701) 356-7965 or
victimassistance@fargodiocese.org. For additional information about victim assistance, visit:
http://www.fargodiocese.org/victimassistance/index.htm
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What’s Happening in our Schools
Advancing our Mission: Technology
By: Dr. Michael Smith, Superintendent

Through the very generous support at our 29th
Annual Shanley Auction we generated $198,000
to support our technology needs as identified
through our strategic planning process. This level
of support speaks volumes to the dedication and
determination of our school’s community!
Throughout the 2012-2013 school year a team
of teachers, parents and administrators focused
on the immediate needs of JPII Schools in the
area of technology. This process highlighted the
important needs below:
Interactive Website Capability To advance and
engage an informed
school community
of staff, parents,
students, alumni and
potential students/
families in a timely
and efficient manner.

advanced technology integration.
It is important to note that these needs are not
an end in themselves but tools that we have
identified to bring our mission forward into the
future!
TECHNOLOGY PARENT ADVISORY
COMMITTEE
As a means for capitalizing on the expertise our
parent community has in the area of technology
and to help facilitate communication throughout
our whole community we have started a
Technology Parent Advisory Committee.

This committee
will meet quarterly
to help guide the
implementation
of the technology
purchases and
promote effective
implementation
Enhanced Student
and utilization
Record and Data
of new software,
Management System
hardware and
To improve test
network solutions.
and assessment
As we move forward
data analysis, while
with our student
allowing for greater
records system
parental involvement
(Power School),
in the student
launch a new
educational progress.
Shanley students in Mrs. Hanson’s Spanish Class
website and identify
learning standards,
Gradual and Sustainable
this
group
will
also
share
their
perspectives on
Increase in Technological Devices Further
communication and the effectiveness of our
support expanded access to laptops, desktops,
solutions.
and tablet technology, while exploring avenues
for greater integration of BODs (Bring your Own
The committee will be led by our new principal
Device) within the network infrastructure.
Ed Mitchell. Phil Simon, Lee Hoedl, Carri Ward,
Network Infrastructure To increase Cloud access
for classwork accessibility, expand student/
teacher/parent communication, and allow for

Eric Dukart, Eric Krueger and Connie Altringer
all will serve on the committee as parents.
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What’s Happening in our Schools
PaY: Philanthropy and Youth
By: Josie Perhus, Shanley Student

Philanthropy and Youth is a club at Shanley
where students exercise serving others through
gifts of their time, talents, and treasure. The
organization is run by a small executive board
of 5 students and last year the Shanley PaY
committee had 35 members from grades 9-12.
There are 17 schools that participate in the
program sponsored by The Barry Foundation.
Each of the 17 schools receives $5,000 to grant
to nonprofit organizations of their choice every
year. The organizations they choose must fit the
criteria and the mission statement of the PaY
committee determined at the beginning of each
year. Shanley focused on Mental Health last
year and had a mission of “encouraging positive
mental health and promoting the self-worth of
all people in the Fargo-Moorhead area through
acts of philanthropy and service.” The year before
Shanley PaY focused on Children.

nonprofits, and go through a granting process.
Students contact, tour, and interview usually
between 8-12 local nonprofits and select the
ones with the most urgent needs that best fit
their mission. In addition to grants, each PaY
group does a unique inspire.lead.share project.
Last year Shanley PaY did a personal care item
drive for Lutheran Social Services, a Christmas
present drive for the Dakota Boys and Girls
Ranch, and wrote inspirational letters to Nativity
Elementary students grades 3-5. Students who
participate in Philanthropy and Youth receive so
many unique experiences through this program
through researching and contacting nonprofit
organizations, interacting professionally with
local organizations, completing service projects,
writing formal reports, and experiencing the
gratifying feeling of impacting someone else’s life
through charitable donation.

In the program the students get the unique
opportunity to brainstorm worthy causes, write
a mission statement to follow, research local

Helping to touch the lives of others: Shanley Cheerleaders
This article was first published in the Essentia Health Newsletter

Shanley High School Cheerleaders presented a
check to the Essentia Health Cancer Center to
be used to provide comfort and care items for
patients undergoing breast cancer treatment.
“We could not be any prouder to partner in
healing with these amazing young women. Their
compassion, grace and generosity are truly a
blessing to those in need,” said Jon Benson,
Executive Director, Essentia Health Regional
Foundation. “Our future is in good hands with
these women leading the way.”
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What’s Happening in our Schools
Kateri’s Friends: Shanley Mission Trips 2013
By: Mike Hagstrom, Shanley Religion Teacher

For the fourth consecutive Summer, Shanley
student volunteers went on a Mission Trip to
the Spirit Lake Dakota Sioux Indian Reservation
to assist with Young Disciples Camps for the
children of the reservation.
It was another very powerful and formative
experience of cooperating with God’s grace to
bring the
Good News to the children of the reservation.
Mass and Adoration were the foundation of each
day’s camp. Our Shanley volunteers built on that
by assisting the Young Disciples with games,
music, drama, arts, crafts, lessons, prayer, snack,
clean-up, etc.
At the end of the week-long camp, the children
received gifts from generous donors. 30
backpacks—decorated by the 8th grade girls
on their Spring Retreat coordinated by Ms.
Skroch—filled with school supplies and religious

Mission Trip 1 Team Members

Our 9th Annual Dodgeball Tournament for
Charity during Catholic Schools Week raised
$1520.00 this year. Earlier this summer we
sent $1200 for the needs of the Young Disciples
Camps to Fr. Moen of St. Michael’s Church on
the reservation. With the remaining funds, we
purchased the school supplies at Walmart and
religious items at Hurley’s (Hurley’s also donated
many additional items over the actual cost for the
children).
Thanks to the team members of Mission Trip I
(June 23-28): Angela Cowles ’13, Sally Roberts
’14, Kathryn Seltveit ’14, Alex Seefeldt ’14, and
Julia Johnson ’15 and chaperones Mr. Chris
Johnson and Mr. John Bitzan.

Mission Trip 2 Team Members

goods were distributed. 30 blankets were also
given (made and donated by our Shanley Key
Club under the direction of Ms. Foell). Mr.
Paul Savageau also donated t-shirts and other
recreational items for the children. The wide
smiles on those childrens’ faces were a sight to
behold.

Thanks to the team members of Mission Trip II
(July 14-19): Therese Carson ‘14, Joe Hagstrom,
‘16, Kayla Keller ‘14, Anna Reinholz ‘14, and
Madi Smith ‘13 and chaperones Mrs. Mary Beth
Traynor and Mr. Mike Hagstrom.
Thanks as well to all who supported the
Mission Trips in prayer and deed. With this
Summer’s trips, we have now sent a total of six
teams (known as “Kateri’s Friends”) over four
summers to the Spirit Lake Dakota Sioux Indian
Reservation. May God bless the children and
families of the Spirit Lake Nation and the Church
in mission there.
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What’s Happening in our Schools
Middle-schooler raises money for homeless shelter
By: Becky Parker, WDAY

This article was first published on the WDAY website and can be found here: http://www.wday.com/event/article/id/86469/

Fargo, ND (WDAY TV) - A local middle school
student says she wants to give the playground
at Churches United an extreme makeover. And
tonight, Heidi Deplazes held a fundraiser to make
that dream a reality.
In the last year, Churches United served 79
families and 187 children.
So, having a safe and appropriate place for them
to play is a high priority.
A playground is a place where a kid can be a kid…
And 11-year-old Heidi Deplazes wants to make
sure the kids at Churches United Homeless
Shelter get that opportunity.
Heidi Deplazes – Shelter Fest Organizer: “We’re
going to do an extreme remodel, except it’s the
playground edition, so it’s even cooler.”
Heidi organized Shelter Fest with the goal of
raising five thousand dollars to do a makeover of
the shelter’s outdoor play area.
She noticed the need while doing service projects
with her Girl Scout troop.
Heidi: “It was ok, but I could see better. I have a
future vision for that.”

years ago by local Kiwanis clubs, build a shed,
and buy durable toys.
Operations Director John Roberts says he thinks
Heidi’s willingness to help is fantastic, but not
surprising.
John Roberts: “It doesn’t surprise me. My
experience with the Fargo-Moorhead community
is that it’s an incredibly generous and incredibly
giving community. So children are seeing that
example.”
In fact, nearly everything at Shelter Fest was
donated.
They planned the event in just one month, but
Heidi’s mother Natasha says it was worth it.
Natasha Deplazes – Heidi’s Mother: “I’m just
proud to be her mom. She’s a really cool kid and
she’s motivated.”
And Heidi’s dream is set to become reality; the
“extreme remodel” is scheduled later this month.
Heidi: “There’s got to be a place in your home
where you can just be a kid and you know, do
what kids do.”
The remodel starts here on September 29th.

The plan is to resurface the play set donated eight

TAKING DEACON ATHLETICS TO A HIGHER LEVEL.
By: Mike Bruckbauer, SAC President and
Kevin Wolfe, SAC Vice President Photos courtesy of Kevin Wolfe

For nearly half a century, this has been the
mission of the Shanley Athletic Club (SAC). With
its roots as the Quarterback Club back in the
1970’s, the Shanley Athletic Club has evolved to
be an important partner with the JPII Schools’
athletic department. SAC is comprised of parents,
alumni, and friends of the JPII Catholic Schools
who volunteer their time, talents and treasure in
an effort to enhance the athletic experience for
JPII Catholic Schools student athletes.
The Shanley Athletic Club, which had 128
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What’s Happening in our Schools
members in the 2012-13 school year, is
coordinated by a board of directors made up of a
president, vice president, secretary, treasurer and
12 at large voting members. Randy Nelson, the
Activities Director for the schools is a nonvoting
member and is the liaison with the schools.
Randy works with the coaches to keep the board
informed of the needs they may have and for
making any requests where SAC can help.
These requests are usually items that cannot be
attained within the constraints of the athletic
department budget.
The Shanley Athletic Club sponsors many
events throughout the year including the Fall
Sports Kickoff BBQ, Fall and Winter Socials,
All Star Basketball Tournaments, the Shanley
Track Meet, Roger Maris Golf Tournament and
many others. It is estimated that SAC members
volunteered 1,600 man hours of time working at
these events during the 2012-13 school year.

spent on equipment and other items that have
been requested by Randy Nelson and approved
by the board. The following is a partial list of
items that SAC purchased for Shanley Athletic
programs just this last year:
Girls soccer uniforms, football shoulder pads,
football/soccer press box construction pledge,
court rental for tennis team, cheerleader
uniforms, pool rental for swim team, shotput and
discus rings, pitchers mounds for practice, state
championship banners and much more.
Volunteering as a member of SAC is a labor of
love. Hopefully by doing our small part, we can
enhance the enjoyment of participating in sports
at Shanley/Sullivan schools and make it a more
enjoyable experience for the student athletes as
well as our coaches and faculty.
Thank you to all past and current members of the
Shanley Athletic Club for……. TAKING DEACON
ATHLETICS TO A HIGHER LEVEL!

Monetarily, SAC raises the majority of its funds
through memberships and advertising sales for
the fall and winter sports programs that they
publish. The money raised by the club is then

You can visit the Shanley Athletic Club website at
www.shanleyathleticclub.com
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The Joy of Giving
Endowment
By: Dr. Michael Smith, Superintendent and Joelle Shewey, Director of Constituent Relations and Annual Giving

An additional $10,000,000 added to our
Endowment while we are in the midst of a capital
campaign?
How can this seemingly impossible goal be
reached and why is it important?
Currently our teachers are paid at less than 75%
of the public school teachers in the area. This is
unacceptable and not a sustainable recipe for
excellence . We hope to close and eclipse this
gap quickly by bringing all of our stakeholders to
the table in a unified effort to support excellence
in the way our teachers are compensated. To
successfully do so, we will need to look at five
factors, including the biggest piece of the puzzle,
growing our endowment.
• Enrollment: Our enrollment needs to be at
capacity. Our elementary schools are currently
at or near capacity with existing grade levels, but
we need to ensure every building has a three and
four year old preschool. That, and the new Trinity
School to be opened in the fall of 2015 will bring
our elementary to capacity. In turn, Shanley and
Sullivan will then increase their enrollments to
100-105 students per grade level from the current
75-80. Operating a full school will improve our
efficiency. To that end, we will be kicking off
a capital campaign, to support the building of
Trinity School. We have completed the feasibility
study for this project. In the near future, there
will be a very public face to the campaign!
• Tuition: Tuition at the elementary schools
is well within the national norms for schools,
but the high school remains well below similar
programs throughout the nation. Over the next
several years we will be studying our tuition
rates and making slight increases in them, but
more importantly we will emphasize the Cost of
Education program for elementary, Sullivan and
Shanley students. This program communicates
the actual cost of education to parents so those
who are able to, can pay an amount greater
than the tuition. By increasing the percentage of
families participating in the Cost of Education
Program, we will be able to keep rate increases
to tuition as low as possible, so that we are an

affordable option for all Catholic families.
• JPII Fund (Annual Drive): Currently we
raise around $200,000 through our annual drive.
For a school our size, with an alumni base as
big as we have, we should expect to see between
$450,000-$750,000 a year. During the next
several years this will be an area of focus for us
as we work to build relationships with alumni
and help to communicate the vibrant community
that exists today and that will only get stronger
through the continued engagement of our alumni
and friends.
• State Funding: Last year the non-public
schools in North Dakota came closer than ever
before to realizing some state funding. Whether
in the form of transportation money, book
reimbursement, a voucher program or a tax
credit, some state funding would make a big
difference in our overall funding.
• Our Endowment: Currently our endowment,
supporting tuition support and educator pay
support, sits at nearly 5 million dollars. This
is perhaps the biggest key to our long term
success and will give us the best opportunity to
support excellence for our next 100 years. Our
goal as a Catholic Community is to increase the
endowment significantly.
If we were able to secure 200 $50,000 gifts to
our endowment we would realize a big difference
overnight and this is possible! Did you know that
in North Dakota there is a tax credit available
when gifting to an approved endowment? Last
year, one of our graduates made a joint donation
from him and his wife of $50,000 from an IRA
to the endowment and received $20,000 back in
a tax credit. With that type of return on his gift,
he is planning on giving a similar gift again this
year. With an alumni base and a mailing list of
over 6,000, we as a community can become a
preeminent school in the country and the world,
not just the area. To do that, we need to be able to
attract and retain the very best educators. There
is no more sustainable way of doing that than by
growing our endowment. North Dakota offers
an exceptional tax benefit. Please contact Joelle
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Shewey (Constituent Relations) or Dr. Michael
Smith for more information on giving to the
endowment.
Please see the two bullets below, explaining the
Tax Credit in more detail.
• 40% Tax Credit – ND Senate Bill 2160
was signed into law during the 2011 legislative
session, and provides for a 40% tax credit (a
direct reduction in taxes) if gifts made during
the year equal or exceed $5,000 to a specific
qualified endowment fund. The maximum
credits allowed to individuals are $10,000 or
$20,000 (if a married couple filing jointly).
Therefore a married couple could give $50,000
to an endowment fund and be eligible for the
full $20,000 credit. The Catholic Development
Foundation exists to provide qualified
endowment funds for each of our parishes, and
for seminary and clergy education, respect life
activities, education and youth programs and so
on.

• Charitable Gift Annuity – This form of gift
is described generally as a transaction in which
an individual transfers cash or property to the
Catholic Development Foundation in exchange
for fixed annuity payments to one or two life
annuitants. A portion of the gift provides for
an immediate tax deduction for the donor. The
individual is able to specify a beneficiary, such as
JPII Schools, for any monies remaining upon the
death of the annuitant or the death of the second
annuitant if a joint annuity. With interest rates at
historic lows, Charitable Gift Annuities become
a great option for retirement income while also
making a planned gift to the JPII Schools.

The source for JPII Schools Endowments and Scholarships
for those who need financial assistance.
Please consider your gift today and in your estate plans.
Together we are
“A Community Inspiring Excellence through Faith, Learning and Service”
JPII Schools Motto – from Strategic Plan

WWW.CDFND.ORG

&
invite you to join us for a

Planned Giving Seminar
All Friends and Families of Oak Grove Lutheran School, Grace Lutheran School
and JPII Catholic Schools are welcome to attend

Tuesday, December 3 at 7:00 pm
at Dakota Medical Foundation
(4152 30th Ave S, Fargo)

In an effort to inform our constituents of options available for planned giving,
Oak Grove, JPII, Grace Lutheran and DMF have partnered with attorneys
Michael Thomas, Conmy Feste LTD and
F. John Williams, Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
for a 45 minute presentation on why planned giving is critical to our
organizations’ sustainability and what options exist for supporters of our schools.
In addition to providing a brief overview of planned giving vehicles, there will be
a focus on ND State Tax Endowments for non-profits.
We believe that by coming together we can share in our learning and maximize
the potential that exists in North Dakota at this time. Our learning and faith
communities rely on forward planning and continued commitment from our
friends and family. The more we collectively understand and support planned
giving the stronger our schools will become. Together our private, faith-based
schools provide important school choice options for families in our area and are
sustained only by the financial support of our friends and families. We hope you
will join us for this special opportunity to learn together.
Thanks to DMF for underwriting this seminar
and to Michael and F. John for sharing their expertise.
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Annual Memorial Mass

The 41st Annual Memorial Mass was held at Sts. Anne and Joachim Catholic Church on
Friday, November 1, 2013 on All Saints Day. The annual Memorial Mass at Shanley High
School was originated in GROW (Greatness Requires Our Willingness) 38 years ago for
members of the Shanley family who had passed away and as an opportunity to raise funds
for Shanley High School through Memorials. This Mass is said each year to remember and
pray for Blessed John Paul II Catholic Schools Network and Shanley High School alumni
and friends who were memorialized during the preceding year. This Memorial Mass is
attended by family members of those who have been memorialized and Shanley High
School students and staff. The Mass exercises our duty and dignity to care for the souls of
the faithful departed as part of the JPII Mission”…to teach the total person and foster the following of
Christ in an environment inspired by the Gospel Spirit , as taught by the Catholic Church”
The deceased who were remembered by name and through a lighted candle and prayed for during this
Mass:

Michael J. Alm
Lucinda Folwick Andersen
Rev. Alexander Andrews, OSB
Don Bach
Nick Bailey
Rodman Bailey, Sr.
Jolene Bakkila
Helen Bauer
Robert Beauclair
Shirley Binfet
John Blanchard
Mary Jean Bonemeyer
Richard Bortnem
Harold M. Bosak
Marv Bossart
Dave Brubeck
Barbara Carriker
Carly Christenson
Margaret Anne Cichy
Sid Cichy
Sidney Claymore
John Cleary
Frederick W. Colby
J. Michael Collins
Ken & Pauline Collins
Brother Michael Collins
William “Bill” Conway
Angie Austin Cossette
Clifford & Blanche Cossette
Muriel Crocker
Frances Crummy
William Day

Steven F. Dilger
Beth McGarvey Dronen
Raymond Dvorsak
James Edgerton
Sister Bernice Ewals (Sister Thomas)
Bob Feeney
Kathy Grandbois Ferguson
Howard Fischer
David Fortier
Mark A. Foster
Joann Frappier
Brother Andrew Gabrelcik
Elizabeth Garnier
Harold G. Garnier
Michael Sean Gerlach
Alacoque Gibb
John Gilles
Charles Goering
Gerald H. Gonrowski
Don & Dolores Gooselaw
Dolores “Dee” Charbonneau
Gregor
Paul & Harriet Greving
John M. Grove
Sister M. Anne Hablas
John E. Haggart
Thomas E. Hansen
Joshua Highness
Delores Hochsprung
Richard Hoglo
Steven Hoss
James Hughes

H. Ray & Olive Hulbert
Elizabeth Welsh Iken
Robert Jacobi
Marie Richard Jones
Michael Paul Jones
Dick Kasper
Orville Kelly
Betty Parries Kenney
Alden Knatterud
David Kosciolek
Deborah Ann Jacobson Kukert
Joseph & Harriet Kuppich
Sidney Staszko Kuropchak
Bernice LeDoux
Helen Maddock
Anton “Tony” Magelky
Judge Frank Magill
Nancy Marsden
Zachary Vincent McLellan
Margie McShane
Roger Mertes
Andrew Nelson
Sister Claudia Nelson
Steve & Mary Lou Nistler
Bud Olson
Mark Alan Pancratz
Marlowe Parries
Jerome “Jerry” Peckskamp
Mary Conway Poirier
Rev. Gerald Potter
Leo L. Rabideaux II
Grayce Ray

Mary Jo Meath Reimer
Henrietta Rheault
Barbara Ringuette
Marie Robbins
William “Red” L. Robideau, Jr.
Marguerite Crary Samuel
Calverna “Cally” Grim Schloesser
Judith Larson Schmitz
Charles Schneider
Rev. Kevin Seasoltz, OSB
Geraldine Gibbens Shafer
Barbara Zwack Short
Leota Catherine Silver
Thomas J. Sinner
Madeleine Kaiser Skogen
Marialice Soleim
Bertie Solinger
Jeanne Stark
William D. Swanston II
Patrick D. Sweeney
Bernice Tessier
Richard Tschider
Elaine Barth VanDeVoorde
Sister Maureen Walker
James Walline
Dr. William Weiler
Victor Welk
Tracy Wendt
Pete Wickenheiser
Laura Williams-Jaffe
Jean Williams Wold
Shirley Zander

The 42nd Annual Memorial Mass will be held in November 2014. We will be praying for all those
memorialized from November 1, 2013 through October 31, 2014. Memorials can be made through the
Shanley Alumni website at http://alumni.fdjp2.k12.nd.us/?page=Memorials. If you would like a family
member of the deceased to be notified of the Memorial and invited to the Mass, please include their
contact information.
Please keep in mind that it is NOT a requirement that the memorialized individual passed away in the
last year. Memorial gifts can be made in memory of anyone at anytime – regardless of when they passed
away and they will be remembered at November’s Memorial Mass.
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Deacon Partners Program
The Deacon Partners Program is a program featuring corporate businesses who provide annual financial support for JPII Catholic Schools. The success of our schools in faith formation, academics, Christian Service and
extracurricular activities is a key determiner of the JPII Catholic Schools achieving its Mission “… to teach the
total person and foster the following of Christ…” The Deacon Partners is an annual program. Deacon Partners
receive many benefits beyond the development of our future area leaders. Thank you to our Deacon Partners:

The JPII Catholic Schools is proud to introduce a re-structured Deacon Partners program as part of our JPII
Annual Fund with special packages tailored to the needs of our generous business donors!
If you are interested in becoming a Deacon Partner for the 2013-14 school year,
please contact Joelle Shewey, Director of Constituent Relations & JPII Fund,
at Joelle.Shewey@jp2schools.org or 701-893-3225)
*All advertising must be consistent with the mission of the JPII Catholic Schools... “to inspire exceptional student
achievement by teaching the total person and fostering the following of Christ in an environment guided by the Gospel
spirit, as taught by the Catholic Church.”
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Fargo, ND 58104
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