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FMA Mentorship Award
• Inaugural Award
• This award recognizes both mentorship and
contributions to our profession as a whole
• This award was largely created to honor
and recognize Dick French
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Educational Background
• Masters and Bachelor of Civil
Engineering degrees, Ohio
State University
• Ph.D. in Civil Engineering,
University of California Berkeley
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Career and Research Interests
• Distinguished career in Civil Engineering and teaching
• Considered a national and international expert in alluvial fans and
arid land hydrology
• Pioneering work in alluvial fan hydraulics and associated risk of flooding
• Insight on frequency and risk in surface flooding and arid land hydrology
• Professional consultant and expert witness

• Research interests
• Alluvial fan risk analysis
• Flood hazard identification and mitigation strategies
• Interdisciplinary aspects of alluvial fan geomorphology and hydraulics
• Diversion dikes/transportation alignments on alluvial fans
• Re-examining “resolved” engineering problems:
• Sheetflooding, channel roughness, sediment transport, rainfall-runoff coefficients
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Teaching Career
• Dick’s real love was teaching and mentoring students
• Dick’s students have gone on to continue studying at major
universities, work in government positions with the USCOE and
other agencies, become senior engineers in many
national/international engineering firms, and continue research
in arid land hydrology and alluvial fan hydraulics
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Academics
• Universities
• Vanderbilt (1975-1979)
• Desert Research Institute (1979-2004)
• University of Nevada, Las Vegas
• University of Nevada, Reno

• University of Texas, San Antonio (2004-2012)
•

Courses
• Open Channel Flow
• Alluvial Fan Hydraulics
• Sediment Transport
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Publications
• Reference and text books
• Wrote “go to” reference books
• Open Channel Hydraulics (1985)
is still used by major university
engineering departments
• ASCE Manual 110,
Sedimentation Engineering

• Peer-reviewed journal articles
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Professional Awards
• ASCE Arid Lands Hydraulic Engineering Award, 1991
• DRI Dandini Medal, 1996
• Outstanding Civil Engineering Alumni, 2004,
Ohio State University
• FMA Mentorship Award, 2015
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Professional Service
• Active member of both American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) and
Environmental and Water Resources Institute (EWRI)
• Served on ASCE Water Resources Engineering Division Executive
Committee
• Chair, ASCE Hydraulics and Waterways Council
• Chair, ASCE Hydraulics and Waterways Council Awards Committee
• Vice-chair, EWRI Awards Committee
• Chaired several other key program and technical committees
• Founding Diplomate, American Academy of Water Resources Engineers
• President, ASCE, Nevada Section
• Reviewer, ASCE Journal of Hydraulic Engineering, National Science
Foundation, and several others
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Retirement
• Professor Emeritus, Desert Research Institute
• “Now I have time to really think about all research questions
that I’ve had over the past 40 years.”
• After retirement, Dick continued his research both with DRI and
other colleagues
• Dick was actively working with several professional colleagues
on projects and journal articles at the time of his death
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My Experience:
Graduate Student and Colleague
• As a graduate student, I was very lucky to have met Dick
• Although I had no idea of what I had gotten myself into….

• Dick was a great professor
• Patient and considerate with his students; inclusive of everyone
• Application of knowledge more important than testable facts
• Homework and tests often based on real engineering projects
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My Experience:
Lessons that Dick taught me
• Dick shared his knowledge, unlike
so many other researchers
• Dick believed in interdisciplinary
research teams
• Dick believed you need to go to
the field and really look at the
landscape before you could do the
engineering analysis
• Dick never sent anyone to do
something he wouldn’t do himself
• Field work, travel
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Other Colleagues’ Experiences
• Ultimate “curmudgeon” and always told you what he thought
• “Dick treated me like an absolute equal and peer and showed interest in
what I was working on at the time…Dick was always so welcoming and
inclusive…” – Dr. Rollin Hotchkiss
• “…[Dick was] one of the most intellectually gifted students at OSU… [his
passing is a] great loss to this generation as well as future students who
will miss out on his teachings.” – Dr. Vince Rikka, OSU professor emeritus
• “He was a wonderful professor, and I enjoyed the classes I had with him.
He was always willing to help his students and he gave me sound advice
several times.” – Megan Worthman, UTSA student
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Continuing Dick’s Legacy
• Alluvial fan hydraulics
• Arid land hydrology
• Flood hazard identification and
mitigation strategies
• Hazards risk assessment
• Education, mentoring, professional
service
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Conclusions
• FMA Mentorship Award: Dr. Richard H. French
• Presented to Darlene J. French, his wife of 40 years

• Dick loved to teach and mentor his students, and he enjoyed
catching up with his colleagues at professional conferences
• Dick’s charge to his students and colleagues on arid land
hydrology and alluvial fan hydraulics…
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.

“There’s work
to be done…
go do it!”
Dr. Richard H. French
January 1947-December 2014
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