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It was the mid-1990’s and Sacramento
was being pounded by one ‘Pineapple
Express’ storm after another. I was called
upon to visit hundreds of flood victims and
to mitigate where possible. We
developed a vibrant home elevation
program, thanks to FEMA mitigation grant
funds. We fixed levee breaches on the
Cosumnes River thanks to NRCS emergency funds. We
developed a fast-tracked, storm drain improvement program
we nicknamed PIG, after a statement from the Board of
Supervisors ‘get the projects in the ground’. Those were
exciting days, during which time I had the opportunity to attend
my first FMA conference.
It was so helpful to have a place where I could talk to
floodplain managers from other jurisdictions, as well as to have
casual conversations with state and federal agencies. I felt like
we were all in this together. I began to really appreciate the
floodplain management mission.
When you sit at a kitchen table with a flood victim, and see the
tears in their eyes as they describe the event, as they wonder
if they will ever sleep again on a rainy night, then you are able
to offer mitigation that significantly reduces their flood risk.
Well…that is a very satisfying feeling.

Most of us, when we were youngsters, did not say, ‘I want to
be a floodplain manager when I grow up.’ We may have
studied math, science, planning, and engineering, we wanted
to help people, to solve problems, and then, at some point
along the way, we fell in love with floodplain management.
I am proud to have served on the Board for the past three
terms. Now, for the first time in many years, the chairman of
your association is a local floodplain manager. I am honored.
(Continued on page 8)
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SAVE THE DATE

Southwestern Extreme Precipitation Symposium
March 29, 2018
Scripps Institute of Oceanography, La Jolla, CA
More information: https://swepsym.org/

California Extreme Precipitation Symposium –
Paleoclimate Insights for Planning Future Water
Resources in California
July 9, 2018
UC Davis Conference Center, Davis, CA
More information: http://cepsym.org/

Floodplain Management Association Annual Conference
September 4-7, 2018
Atlantis Resort – Reno, Nevada
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FEDERAL/NATIONAL NEWS
For an Update of the latest disaster declarations visit:
https://www.fema.gov/disasters
Information on Flood Insurance Reform – Rates and Refunds
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance-reform-rates-and-refunds
For information on Fiscal Year 2017 Budget issues visit:
http://www.dhs.gov/publication/fy-2017-budget-brief

STATE NEWS - CALIFORNIA
1. Be Flood Ready
In honor of Flood Preparedness Week, we held a press conference on October 23, 2017 to raise
awareness about flood preparedness. More than 7 million California residents are at risk of
flooding, and many don’t realize it. Flooding happens throughout the state, from rural
communities to urban areas, at the base of hills, and along the coast. In fact, every California
county has received a flood-related emergency declaration in the past twenty years. This year
many communities are at additional risk for flooding because of wildfire damage. Flooding after
fire is often more severe, as debris and ash left from the fire can form mudflows. Mudflows can
cause considerable damage not covered by homeowner’s insurance. If mudflows, however, are
related to flooding then the National Flood Insurance Program flood may cover costs of damage.
Please check with your insurance provider and https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insuranceprogram for details.
Be “flood ready” by following these steps:


Make an evacuation kit.



Make an evacuation plan. Familiar routes may not be accessible during a flood.



Stay informed during heavy storms.



Don’t walk or drive through flood waters. Just 6 inches of moving water can knock you down, and
one foot of moving water can sweep your vehicle away.



More information is available on our website at: http://floodprepareca.com

2. A Golden Anniversary
The Feather River Fish Hatchery, constructed by DWR and operated by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife, celebrates its 50th anniversary this October. Each year, roughly
9,000 to 18,000 salmon and 2,000 steelhead are spawned and raised at the hatchery. Once they
reach a specific weight, they are released in the river or in San Pablo Bay to mature in the Pacific
Ocean for two to three years before returning to the Feather River. The hatchery was constructed
to improve the chances of survival for spring and fall run Chinook salmon and steelhead trout,
protecting fish eggs from predation as well as abrupt changes in river flows and water
temperatures. Read more about the Feather River Fish Hatchery or book a tour by calling 530538-2222.

(Continued on page 4)
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STATE NEWS - CALIFORNIA continued from page 3
3. DWR Earns Environmental Award
On October 11, 2017, DWR Director Grant Davis helped open the second day of the 13th Biennial
State of the Estuary Conference at the Scottish Rite Center in Oakland, California. At the
conference, DWR was awarded an Outstanding Environmental Project Award for its more than
2,000 acres of carbon sequestration, land subsidence reversal, and wetlands creation,
enhancement, and restoration on Twitchell and Sherman Islands.
4. Feather River Salmon Spawning Restoration Project
In anticipation of salmon spawning season this fall, we placed 5,000 cubic yards of gravel in key
salmon spawning areas of the Feather River in Oroville near the Feather River Fish Hatchery.
Last winter’s high river flows washed much of the gravel in the area downstream. Heavy
equipment vehicles such as dump trucks, bulldozers, and excavators hauled the gravel into the
river at locations designated by our biologists.
Adult salmon need clean spawning gravel to dig their nests, called “redds,” where they lay their
eggs. This project improves and increases the spawning habitat available to the salmon, in an
effort to boost salmon population.
Learn more about the project at:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeod6x87Tu6d1DGrzCan-BUjGt9FZFwHh
5. Central Valley Flood Protection Board Adopts Updated Plan to Invest in Flood Protection
On August 25, 2017, our 2017 update to the Central Valley Flood Protection Plan (CVFPP) was
adopted by the Central Valley Flood Protection Board.
The updated 2017 CVFPP is based on the latest science to improve flood risk management in the
Sacramento and San Joaquin River basins. The plan identifies the need to invest in long-term
flood risk management actions that provide multiple benefits such as enhancements to water
delivery and ecosystem functions.

We are required to update the plan every 5 years, according to the Central Valley Flood Protection
Act of 2008. We collaborate with federal, State, and local agencies, and a diverse network of
stakeholders to develop and update the plan to ensure public safety, ecosystem and
environmental benefits, and economic sustainability.
For more information, read our press release at
http://www.water.ca.gov/news/newsreleases/2017/082817flood_protection.pdf or view a video of
the recent board meeting at http://centralvalleyflood.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=2
6. Hundreds of East Porterville Homes Connected to Water Supply
A year has passed since the first family in East Porterville received water provided by the new
distribution system connected to the City of Porterville’s water supply. Since August 19, 2016, a
total of 321 homes are receiving water from the system and an additional 446 homes are expected
to be connected by the end of 2017.
Hundreds of households in East Porterville lost access to clean, running water as a result of dry
wells during the recent 2012-2016 drought. Along with the State Water Resources Control Board
and Governor’s Office of Emergency Services, we partnered with the City of Porterville, other
Tulare County agencies, and local nongovernmental organizations to deliver a permanent solution

(Continued on page 5)
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STATE NEWS - CALIFORNIA continued from page 4
to East Porterville’s water woes.
“This project has been a huge success,” said Steve Doe, DWR project manager. “We’re pleased to
see that by the end of the year, more than 750 families will have a permanent solution to the
current water crisis, as well as the next.”
For more information on the project, visit our East Porterville webpage or read our press release.
(08-18-17)
>> More images
7. Updates and Stats on Oroville Spillways Construction
Work continues on the Lake Oroville spillways as crews pour concrete to create the underground
cutoff wall downslope of the emergency spillway, assemble electrical towers to reroute power lines
away from the spillway, begin installation of the main spillway’s walls, pour and grade structural
concrete, and install more stay-forms for drainage.
To repair the spillways, crews are using:


800,000 cubic yards of roller-compacted concrete – enough to fill 245 Olympic-sized swimming
pools



146,000 cubic yards of structural concrete – enough to build a 6-foot-wide sidewalk from
Sacramento to Los Angeles



55,000 feet of drainage pipe – if stacked on top of each other, the pile would stretch more than 10
miles high

View our press release at http://www.water.ca.gov/news/newsreleases/2017/080917spillway.pdf or
visit the Oroville spillways webpage at http://www.water.ca.gov/oroville-spillway/index.cfm for more
information.
8. Report of the Activities of DWR to the Central Valley Flood Protection Board:
July:
http://cvfpb.ca.gov/docs/BoardMeeting07.28.2017/Item7A_DWR%20Report%20to%20Board%202017
-07.pdf
August: http://cvfpb.ca.gov/docs/08.25.2017BoardMeetingSupportingFiles/Item9A_FINAL%20%20DWR%20Report%20to%20Board%202017-08.pdf
September:
http://cvfpb.ca.gov/docs/09.22.2017BoardMeetingSupportingMaterials/Item8A_DWR%20Report%20to
%20Board%202017-09.pdf
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STATE NEWS - HAWAII
As Hawaii gears down from its floodplain conference in August, and hurricane season, enjoy perusing
the information Carol Tyau-Beam has prepared on their website. Check out Hawaii’s latest October
newsletter below including the highlights of the latest certified floodplain managers in Hawaii.
Wai Halana Newsletter – http://dlnreng.hawaii.gov/nfip/wai-halana/

STATE NEWS - NEVADA


Nevada Flood Awareness Week (FAW) is almost here. The dates for Nevada’s fourth FAW are
November 12 – 17, 2017. The week will begin with a kick-off event at Meadowood Mall with tables
being set-up by several of our partnering agencies. The goal of FAW is to create flood resilient
communities in Nevada and increase flood awareness throughout the state. A team of federal,
state and local agencies formed a partnership in 2013 to create a Nevada Flood Awareness Week
campaign. Flood awareness and preparedness is raised through the coordination of local outreach
events, a media campaign, and the NevadaFloods.org website. For more information about this
year’s FAW events please visit NevadaFloods.org.



The 2017 Nevada Floodplain Manager’s Workshop was held in Las Vegas, NV at the Clark County
Regional Flood Control District offices on September 25, 2017. The topics included in the
workshop were: Nevada Floodplain Management Program and the NFIP, Flood Control Lessons
Learned from the Mesquite Master Plan, No-Rise Certifications, LOMC – MT1 and MT2.



The Nevada Division of Water Resources (NDWR) flood program and the National Weather
Service (NWS) - Reno staff set up a vendor booth at the Minden - Tahoe Aviation Round-Up event
on October 7 – 8, 2017. About 200 visitors at the event stopped by the booth to ask questions
about this coming winter, flooding and to watch the flood model demonstrations. Many visitors
received brochures and free give away items imprinted with the NevadaFloods.org logo.



Planning for the Elko, NV Discovery meeting has been put on hold and postponed as many of the
FEMA Region IX staff have been deployed to recent disasters. FEMA Region IX staff were
preparing for an Elko Discovery meeting this fall with the assistance of Nevada flood program staff,
but that discovery meeting will be rescheduled when disasters permit. The purpose of the Elko
Discovery meeting is to “discover” the needs of the stakeholders in the watershed. These needs
can be related to mapping, mitigation, training or flooding in general.
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MEET THE BOARD - John Moynier , CEP, CFM
John is a Certified Floodplain Manager (CFM) and Certified Environmental
Professional (CEP) with more than 35 years of experience in the field of water
resources planning and management. His education includes degrees from both
UCLA and UC Davis, and he has split his career between the private and public
sectors. John recently served as the Northern Californai private sector
representative on the Board, and now serves as the Southern California private
sector representative after moving to Orange County with his wife Rose and their
two puppies.
John is a recognized expert in risk communication and integrated water resource
management, as well as environmental analyses for water resource projects. He has worked on a
variety of complex floodplain management issues at the local, state, and federal level, including the
FloodSAFE California Program, Central Valley Floodplain Evaluation and Delineation (CVFED)
program, and served as the Technical Lead for FEMA Headquarters’ Nationwide Programmatic EIS
for the proposed changes to the NFIP.
In addition to his role with FMA, John serves on the Board of directors for the National Association of
Environmental Professionals (NAEP), and sits on the Arid Regions and Natural Benefit Committees
for the Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM). John’s background also includes more
than ten years’ experience providing a daily avalanche hazard report for the Eastern Sierra region of
California through a local radio segment and via a daily web posting. He has written a number of
books on avalanche safety, as well as guides to climbing and backcountry skiing the High Sierra.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
George Booth - Chair
Sacramento County
Alex Yescas - Vice Chair
Harris & Associates
Maria Lorenzo-Lee - Secretary
California DWR
Mike Nowlan - Treasurer
Wood Rodgers, Inc.
Andrew Trelease - Director
Clark County Regional FCD
Connie Perkins - Director
City of Sacramento
Salomon Miranda - Director
California DWR
Brent Siemer - Director
City of Simi Valley, DPW
John Moynier - Director
Stantec
Brian Brown - Director
MBK Engineers
Darren Suen - Director
California DWR
John Powderly - Director
Mark Seits - Past Chair
HDR Engineering, Inc.
David Pesavento - Advisor
California DWR
Alan Haynes - Advisor
NOAA
Eric Simmons - Advisor
FEMA Region IX
Carol Tyau-Beam - Advisor
Hawaii DLNR
Bunny Bishop - Advisor
Nevada DWR
Dianna Woods - Advisor
ASFPM
Mary Seits - Executive Director
Floodplain Management Assoc.
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Letter from the Chair continued from page 1
Floodplain Management Association has grown to nearly 1000
professionals in our three state area. We seem to have a revolving
half who attend conferences unless it is in Sacramento, where we hit
about three quarters. The annual conference is a big deal, but it isn’t
the only thing FMA does during the year.
Every couple years, the Board takes two days to look over the
strategic plan.
We want to reach more floodplain managers, to be a source of
education and encouragement. Following Mark Seits’s lead, we are
establishing committees to work on some of the action items in the
plan, the committees include - social media, emerging professionals,
membership, finance, codes and legislation, awards, coastal,
continuing education, and modeling/mapping.
In addition to the strategic plan action items, we are asking the
committees to consider:


What is the Association to the members?



How can the members better associate?



Why do members attend Association functions?



What functions can we add?



How well is the continuing education serving the members?



How can we reach out to new people in floodplain management
and related fields?

We would like to hear any thoughts you have. There is plenty of
opportunity to participate with the committee members.
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IN-DEPTH ARTICLES
COASTAL BEAT: NEWSLETTER AND ONLINE ARCHIVE FOR FEMA REGION IX’S
COASTAL STUDIES
By Lisa Messano, CFM, Outreach Lead

Coastal Beat, FEMA Region IX’s electronic newsletter for the California coastal studies that were
initiated as part of the Risk Mapping, Assessment, and Planning (Risk MAP) program was launched in
summer 2012, just as the studies were kicking off. Since then, articles have been released in lockstep
with the mapping journey for the fifteen counties studied as part of the Open Pacific Coast Study
(OPC Study) and the nine counties studied as part of San Francisco Bay Area Coastal Study (BAC
Study).
To date, 43 Coastal Beat articles have helped a variety of stakeholders to navigate FEMA’s coastal
analysis and mapping process and chart the course over eleven issues; a twelfth is on the horizon.
Cresting to over 1,000 subscribers in its second year, 2013 was a banner year, boasting 19 articles.
The number of subscriptions has incrementally grown to approximately 1,200 as of summer 2017.
Coastal Beat is delivered through a mailing list generated on a subscription basis from the Region IX
coastal website, www.r9coastal.org. Through web analytics, it is possible to track the most popular
articles, and when an issue is shared or forwarded. Coastal Beat has even been read online by
individuals from the United Kingdom and China.
As part of the overall outreach implementation plan, Coastal Beat kept stakeholders in the loop, even
if the next mapping milestone was not scheduled until the next calendar year with featured topics
providing continuity throughout the flood study update process. While local community officials are
the primary audience, Coastal Beat reaches a broad range of stakeholders, including nongovernmental organizations, state and federal agencies, and others interested in FEMA’s coastal
studies.
Featured articles are fully integrated and archived within the website, and each article has a unique
link. For instance, an article from the last issue titled, Flood Insurance Rate Maps and Flood Insurance
Studies: From Preliminary to Effective, can be accessed here. This article and The Summary of Map
Actions (SOMA) Report: SOMAs Deciphered article are appropriately timed with the mapping timeline
for both coastal studies because more than half of both the OPC and BAC Study counties are
effective and the remainder are available as preliminary data. Effective and preliminary data can be
viewed on FEMA’s Map Service Center.
During the Flood Risk Review (or draft flood map) phase for the BAC Study, several Coastal Beat
articles were aggregated into a 20+ page Reference for each county. Each guide also included an
overview fact sheet, maps showing coastal transects, and a transect summary results table that
correlated the transect identification numbers with shoreline type, coastal analysis type, and other key
information. Following the Flood Risk Review meetings, community officials were encouraged to use
this Guide while reviewing the draft flood risk maps online. Links to the articles selected for this Guide
include: FEMA Coastal Studies: What Will and Will NOT Be Included; Coastal Flood Processes Along
the California Coast; Accounting for Wave Attenuation Over Flooded Marsh and Agriculture Land;
(Continued on page 11)
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IN-DEPTH ARTICLES continued from page 9
Translating Coastal Flood Hazard Modeling Results into Floodplain Mapping; FEMA Publications and
Recommended Training for Coastal Communities; and FEMA’s Annual Risk Awareness Survey.
Visitors to the www.r9coastal.org page can access the extensive Coastal Beat story archive by
clicking on the [more] link at the bottom of any of the carousel of cycling stories on the right side of the
coastal pages. Once directed to the full story for an article, the entire archive of stories is organized
by year at the bottom of the page.
Even though FEMA’s coastal studies for California are well on their way to becoming effective Flood
Insurance Rate Maps, it is not too late to have the next Coastal Beat delivered to your inbox! Just
click here.

WEST Consultants Inc.
Hydraulics • Hydrology • Sedimentation
Water Quality • Erosion Control
Environmental Services
Martin Teal, P.E., P.H., D.WRE, Vice President
858-487-9378
David Curtis Ph.D., Senior Vice President
916-932-7402
www.westconsultants.com

Get MIKE FLOOD
modeling software
Limited time offer

Act Now >
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IN-DEPTH ARTICLES
CA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES – FMA CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
Staff from the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) facilitated and participated in over 20
different presentations during the 2017 annual conference. The topics DWR staff were involved in
varied from technical sessions like Reservoirs—Reliability and Forecasting to policy sessions like
Float Your Own Boat—Examining Alternatives to the National Flood Insurance Program. With the
pending reauthorization of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and on the heels of a record
setting winter, there were several panels on emergency response and flood insurance. After years of
drought, groundwater and subsidence were also topics of interest.
With the adoption of the 2017 Update to the Central Valley Flood Protection Plan in August, there
were several sessions related to planning, but fewer than in previous years and some were more
focused on statewide planning. DWR staff moderated and presented on the Statewide Flood Planning
– Investing in California’s Flood Future panel. This panel included a breakout session where each
group was given a different scenario to identify solutions that would be a win/win for multiple groups
and would have broad support for funding. During the panel The Central Valley Flood Protection Plan:
Moving from the 2017 CVFPP Update to the 2022 Update and Beyond, DWR staff were involved in
discussions about refinements of the 2012 plan, as well as how the winter storms showed that recent
investments are working but further investment is still needed. In Harmony with the theme of the
conference, DWR participated in the Integrated Water Planning panel. A major thread through the
panelists’ talks is the need for better integration across all aspects of water management.
DWR participated in several panels related to groundwater. DWR provided a moderator and speaker
for the panel Groundwater Recharge through Creative Management of Storm Water – Practices,
Challenges, and Partnerships. This panel focused on possible methods to use excess runoff for
groundwater recharge. The panel Flood is Groundwater’s New Gold – Pioneering Integrated
Groundwater, Ecosystem, and Flood Percolation Management focused on planning approaches for
achieving groundwater recharge with flood flows and included a working session. DWR was a key
speaker on this panel. DWR was involved in the Monitoring Large-Scale Land Subsidence with
Remote Sensing where new technology from NASA and JPL to monitor subsidence in the Central
Valley was shared.
The second Plenary focused on flood insurance reform and was moderated by DWR. The discussion
focused on possible reforms to better communicate risks and make the program financially sound.
Float Your Own Boat--Examining Alternatives to the National Flood Insurance Program was
moderated by DWR and explored challenges and options for alternatives to the NFIP. One interesting
takeaway is that there are an increasing number of options for private flood insurance. A program
related to the NFIP is the Hazard Mitigation Assistance programs. CalOES was able to attend the
conference this year and presented with DWR on opportunities and recommendations on obtaining
post- and pre- disaster mitigation in the panel Hazard Mitigation Assistance: Grant Application and
Lessons Learned.
DWR was a speaker on the panel focused on how local, State, and Federal agencies transition from
drought to flood cycles called From Drought to Flood – Operational Issues and Challenges of
California’s Recent 5-Year Drought. A key takeaway from this panel was that California’s climate is
moving away from the averages seen in the 20 th Century, which makes predicting future climates
more challenging. During the first Plenary DWR discussed the conditions and events that led up to
the Oroville Dam spillway failure, how the dam was operated after the failure, and then the repair
process. Roller-compacted concrete is being used extensively to help speed the repair work. During
the lead up to and during the failure of the Oroville Dam, other locations in the state were experiencing
various emergency activities. These were discussed by DWR and others during the A Water Year to
Remember: Lessons Learned from the 2016-2017 Flood Season panel.
(Continued on page 11)
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IN-DEPTH ARTICLES
California now has the 2012 Central Valley Flood Protection Plan and the 2017 Update that are
designed to help direct how DWR and the Central Valley Flood Protection Board (CVFPB) direct
funding for projects that improve the level of protection. The CVFPB: Flood Projects—Continuing the
Discussion panel led by the CVFPB and with DWR’s participation discussed how policies will impact
implementation of future enhancements. Subsequent to the USACE’s Periodic Inspections some local
levee sponsors were noted as being ineligible for PL 84-99 rehabilitation assistance, but could
complete a System Wide Improvement Framework to retain eligibility until they came into compliance.
The Trials and tribulation of System-Wide Improvement Frameworks – Are They Worth It? panel
discussed best practices for working with this process and included CVFPB staff in the discussion.
DWR presented on the Flood Emergency Response Projects Grants Program as a part of the
Emergency Response technical session and on the Levee Threat Mitigation Process and Engineers
Levee Threat Assessment during the Levees—Threat Assessment technical session
Over the past ten years many people have started to look at its levees differently with respect to the
value that they serve and the value of habitat. DWR chaired the technical session Levee Performance
and Vegetation that covered the value and risk of having vegetation on levees, methods of using new
technology to determine potential deficiencies, and where there might be value in removing levees.
The Reservoirs – Reliability and Forecasting technical session discussed using models and analytical
methods to influence dam operations. DWR presented an analysis of past flows in the American
River versus potential future flows. DWR again provided opportunities for individual development as
well as community assistance with the DWR Floodplain Management Review Course and moderating
the Community Rating System Program panel.
For the first time, California and Nevada came together for the Engaging California and Nevada Silver
Jackets Team meeting. This meeting provided an overview of the Silver Jackets program and its
history in California. The group then brainstormed new project proposals for possible funding. The
Post-Fire Runoff panel focused on recent observations and recommendations on addressing potential
erosion and debris flows and was moderated by DWR. Part of this panel highlighted a recent Silver
Jackets effort to create a Post Wildfire Guidebook.

CALL FOR NEWSLETTER ARTICLES!
The FMA Newsletter welcomes the input of its members to contribute to the conversation! Let’s
begin 2018 with a series of great articles! We greatly appreciate the regular contributions from
Andrea Clark from Downey Brand LLP, and Chris Huxley from TUFLOW. We need to hear from all
of you as well. There’s always room for more to join the ranks of published authors. Showcase
your programs, projects, tools, policies, regulations or ideas to hundreds of floodplain management
professionals throughout the U.S.! Articles must be submitted in Word format to
maryseits@floodplain.org and may contain 2-3 small pictures. Preferred length is less than 850
words. For more details call (760) 936-3676.
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IN-DEPTH ARTICLES
2017 ANNUAL CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
The 2017 Annual Conference, Creating Partnerships through Integration: Water, Environment,
People, was a tremendous success! Held in Long Beach, CA we covered everything from
philanthropic endeavors to river tours to plenaries, technical sessions and more.

Tuesday got off to a great start with the several exciting workshops with something for everyone
including, 2D Modeling, Floodplain Manager’s Review Course, NFIP and CRS requirements.
Tuesday evening, FMA hosted our second annual community service event. Two hundred backpacks
were filled with items needed by homeless school-age children and adults and given to the Long
Beach Rescue Mission. Thank you to our sponsors HDR and Stantec, donating over 200 backpacks
with health/hygiene supplies!
Wednesday, our plenary kicked off the opening of the conference with messages from our three cochairs, Jayme Laber (NOAA), Angela George (County of Los Angeles), and Michael Sabbaghian (CA
DWR), as well as our informative and entertaining keynote speaker on the Oroville Dam project,
Randy Fessler, California DWR and welcome speaker, Roberto Uranga, Long Beach City
Councilmember. The awards luncheon was a success with the keynote address delivered by John
Chiang, our State Treasurer and candidate for Governor. Congratulations to our many award winners!
We held over 20 panels and 60 technical sessions. Please see the conference program for details on
these presentations. Additionally, the Thursday evening event was a trip to the Aquarium of the
Pacific which provided a beautiful backdrop to our evening of social time and networking.
Friday concluded our conference with more panels, yet another workshop, a Los Angeles River tour
and a Silver Jackets meeting. If you happened to miss this year’s conference, be sure not to miss out
in 2018 when we are in Reno, Nevada, September 4-7. Hope to see you all there!

AWARDS PRESENTATION IN SACRAMENTO
It was an honor to present two of the annual FMA awards to their worthy recipients at the FMA
luncheon in Sacramento on October 19, 2017. Mr. A. Jean Brown received the Hogg-Owen Award for
Meritorious Achievement. Mr. Juan Browne received the FMA Communications and Outreach Award
and shared his experiences in documenting the Oroville Spillway (which won him the award).
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IN-DEPTH ARTICLES
“WHAT SAY YOU?”
By Michael Nowlan

“A rose by any other name would smell as sweet”. I believe that William Shakespeare penned that
famous quote in his tragic play entitled, “Romeo and Juliet”. “A rose is a rose is a rose” is another
famous quote by Gertrude Stein, who was originally speaking about a person named “Rose” in her
famous poem “Sacred Emily”, but later added the “a” to create a more universal statement. Both of
these quotes are a part of different stories, widely viewed as art, penned for different reasons by
different authors seeking to express the human condition and affect their worlds. Why are these
quotes important? Good question. Read on, MacDuff.
In William Shakespeare’s quote Juliet seems to argue that it does not matter that Romeo is from
Juliet’s family’s rival house of Montague, that his name is “Montague”. Shakespeare then proceeds to
write a play about how their names, and all that goes along with them, are an inescapable reality; that
labels matter. Gertrude Stein’s quote is often believed to mean “things are what they are”. However,
others believe that Ms. Stein was also making a statement about the identification we can have with
something by simply hearing its name, invoking the memory and emotions that go along with it. As
much as Shakespeare’s quote may appear contrary, both authors would certainly agree that words,
and their meaning, matter greatly.
Emotions and meaning in FMA? Floodplain management is certainly a part of the human story, often
mixed with tragedy. Just read our newly elected Chair’s letter to you all, as part of this issue, to
understand how people’s lives are deeply affected by what we do and don’t do. Our association is
dedicated to offering important information and educational opportunities to assist in preventing such
tragedy, and making people’s lives more safe. We may sometimes feel a bit like the apothecary or the
Friar in this tragedy, but our efforts should be directed toward protecting the living environment of the
souls under our care.
Our newsletter is also an extension of this philosophy of preventing human tragedy. We want to
provide useful data and discussion that informs our floodplain management community, but we should
all agree that our flooded community is our real focus. Our association has grown to this point
because we are continually re-examining ourselves and making improvements to our future.
While it may seem like a small thing, I believe we can make a statement about FMA, who we are, and
where we are going, by renaming our newsletter. Without looking back at the front page of this issue,
can you tell me what the name of our newsletter is? Part of me is tempted to remove the name for
this issue to get you to look back at older newsletters. Did you cheat? The name is very meaningful
and profound and “eye-catching” to say the least. Yes, that last sentence was painted with sarcasm.
“FMA News” has been the name of our Newsletter, probably since its beginning. While to the point, it
is certainly less than stunning. Oh, and sorry folks, but I did not research all the previous issues to
verify the history of the name. That is not the point. We need to look forward and I believe a small
step in that direction is looking to our core values and embodying our newsletter’s mission with a wellcrafted fresh name.
Do other associations have special names for their newsletter? Look no further than ASFPM. They
call their newsletter “The Insider”. This name matches very well with their mission to positively affect
public policy when it comes to floodplain issues. Don’t you feel just a little bit like you are a part of
something important when you hear that name?
(Continued on page 16)
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So, I am proposing a newsletter naming contest. Share your ideas. That’s really what this newsletter
(and association) is about, isn’t it? This request is extended to everyone, including board members
(hint, hint). You can submit more than one name, but I want you to give me a brief explanation (at
least a sentence or two) for each name idea. Tell me why you think this name sums up what we as a
floodplain community are about. We’ll put all the proposed ideas and explanations forward in the next
issue, as long as they’re printable. We reserve the right to edit out inappropriate/joke responses,
unless they are genuinely funny. After all, we can’t take ourselves too seriously. Join the story, and
tell us what you think by sending an email to Mary Seits at mary.seits@floodplain.org or email me
directly at mnowlan@woodrodgers.com. We can even throw in a prize for the winner, but let’s get the
ideas out before we talk compensation.

