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Stay alert.
Stay away.
Stay alive.

Stay 10 Feet Away, Work
Another Day.
When in doubt,
always call 811.
This important message brought to
you by:
Electric Cities of Georgia
Georgia Agribusiness Council
Georgia EMC
Georgia Farm Bureau
Georgia Poultry Federation
Georgia Power
Georgia Transmission Corporation
Utilities Protection Center
Be Careful and Look Up
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Agriculture & Georgia’s
High Voltage Safety Act
The Basics

“Call Before You Dig” is likely a familiar phrase to a
majority of Georgians. The same safety and property
protection issues for high voltage lines apply overhead
as well. Georgia law requires that anyone working
within 10 feet of an overhead high voltage line must
contact the Utilities Protection Center by telephone
at least 72 hours (excluding weekends and holidays)
before commencing the work. “Work” is defined as
“the physical act of performing or preparing to perform any activity under, over, by, or near” lines having
a voltage of more than 750 volts. For a more detailed
analysis of “work” refer to panel five of this brochure.

Notification

Notification to the UPC requires the caller to “describe the tract or parcel of land upon which the work
to be done is to take place with sufficient particularity
to enable the owner or operator of the high-voltage
lines to ascertain the precise tract or parcel of land
involved; state the name, address, and telephone number of the person who will be in charge of the work;
describe the type of work to be engaged in by the
person; and designate the date upon which the work
will commence and will be completed.”

Response

The law further states that “the owner or operator of
the high-voltage line shall contact the person whose
name is given within a reasonable time so that appropriate satisfactory arrangements can be made
for the completion of the safety precautions including coordination of work schedules and payment of
costs required to effect such safety precautions. Upon
completion of such arrangements, the owner or operator of such high-voltage line shall affect such safety
precautions within a reasonable time.”

Penalties

Are there penalties for non-compliance? The law states
“any person responsible for the work who violates
any of the provisions of this part shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be
liable for a fine of $1,000.00 for a first offense and
$3,000.00 for a second or subsequent offense. Any
person responsible for the work who violates the
requirements and whose subsequent activities within
the vicinity of high-voltage lines result in damage to
utility facilities or result in injury or damage to person
or property shall be strictly liable for said injury or
damage. Any such person shall also indemnify the
owner or operator of such high-voltage lines against
all claims, if any, for personal injury, including death,
property damage, or service interruptions, including
costs incurred in defending any such claims resulting
from work in violation of Code Section 46-3-33.”

When to Call?

It is important to note that this law is designed to protect the safety of the citizens of Georgia. After reading the law, many have asked “when do I really need
to call?” The law is clear if you are performing work
within 10 feet of a high voltage line you are required
to call. How often are you to call? If in doubt, call.

Take Inventory

Take inventory now of your practices—pruning, harvesting, trucking, unloading feed, etc. Are any of your
work activities conducted within 10 feet of a high
voltage line? If so, call. Protect your family, employees;
protect your interests by adhering to the Georgia High
Voltage Safety Act. For more information visit www.
gaupc.com/laws_ga_overhead.asp.
The UPC toll-free number is 800-282-7411. Always
call before your dig, but be careful and look up too.
Be careful and look up!

Utilities Protection Center:
Call 811.

Keys to Calling the UPC

»» Calling is your responsibility
»» Always give detailed information about the work to
be performed, location, time of commencement
and completion.
»» UPC has the right to refuse to take a notification
when the caller cannot describe the area with
sufficient particularity.
»» UPC is a professional call center designed to be a
communications link between you and the
overhead electric utilities that subscribe to their
services. UPC personnel are trained in what
questions to ask. They will guide you through the
process of creating a notification that will be
transmitted to the overhead facility member
that has asked for notification in the area you are
planning to work.
»» Telephone calls to the UPC are recorded, but it is still
a good idea for callers to thoroughly document
communication with the UPC. At the end of your
call, you will be given a “ticket number” assigned to
your call.
»» If you are ever in doubt, call.
»» Though work is defined as “any activity,” a truck
or piece of equipment turning off a road that travels
underneath a high voltage line is not considered
work.
»» Any activity involving variability, i.e. feed truck
augers, boll buggies, module trucks, combines,
cotton, pickers, demands immediate attention.
Variability of exposure or distance to a high-voltage
line could one day result in an accident. Again, if you
are ever in doubt, call.

