FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 16, 2012

Media Contact:

Travis Burk
(202) 470-5381
travisburk@rational360.com

HSCA STATEMENT ON NEW LEGISLATION TO REQUIRE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNIQUE DEVICE
IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM FOR MEDICAL DEVICES
HSCA Applauds Leadership of Sens. Merkley, Bennett, Grassley and Kohl on Critical Patient Safety Issue
Washington, DC (March 16, 2012) – Healthcare Supply Chain Association (HSCA) President Curtis
Rooney today released the following statement on new legislation that would require implementation of a
Unique Device Identification (UDI) system for medical devices:
“HSCA and the healthcare group purchasing industry applaud Senators Jeff Merkley (D-OR), Michael
Bennett (D-CO), Charles Grassley (R-IA) and Herb Kohl (D-WI) for introducing legislation to implement
a Unique Device Identification system for medical devices, which is critical not only for patient safety,
but also for reducing healthcare costs.
“The ability to track and recall faulty medical devices is critical to protecting the health of American
patients, many of whom depend on medical devices in their day-to-day lives. There have recently been a
large number of medical device recalls and the current system does not allow stakeholders to quickly find
patients who may be living with those affected devices. Unique device identifiers will help ensure that
patients can be quickly located and alerted in the event of a recall, and that patients do not continue to use
devices that may be harmful to their health.
“Hospitals and other healthcare stakeholders remain in the dark about why OMB continues to delay UDI
implementation, which Congress originally mandated in statute five years ago with broad support from
hospitals, healthcare providers, and patient and consumer advocates.
“The great potential for UDIs to increase safety and lower costs for the American healthcare system
means that widespread adoption is sorely needed now. It is essential that the UDI regulations, which are
critical for both hospitals and patient care, move into implementation immediately.”
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About the Healthcare Supply Chain Association (HSCA)
The Healthcare Supply Chain Association, formerly the Health Industry Group Purchasing Association, is
a broad-based trade association that represents 15 group purchasing organizations, including for-profit
and not-for-profit corporations, purchasing groups, associations, multi-hospital systems and healthcare
provider alliances. HSCA’s mission is to advocate on behalf of healthcare group purchasing associations,
to provide educational opportunities designed to improve efficiencies in the purchase, sale and utilization
of all goods and services within the health industry and to promote meaningful dialogue between GPOs.
For more information, visit www.supplychainassociation.org.

