A Note on the Procedure for Election of IAAE Honorary Life Members

In line with the IAAE By-Laws, the 2021 IAAE Nominating Committee elected a set of Honorary Life Members (HLMs) for approval by the IAAE Board. The Nominating Committee members were selected—after inviting applications—by the Past President as Chair of the Nominating Committee, with a goal of ensuring broad representation of experienced Association members. The composition of the Committee was approved by the Board.

The Nominating Committee first agreed on a set of selection criteria for HLMs, primarily: (i) contributions to the discipline of Agricultural Economics, and (ii) service to the Association and the profession more generally.  As in the past, the Committee ruled out voting members of the IAAE Board, who have the final say on the list of HLMs. The Committee also ruled out candidates in this year’s elections for officers, who had already been recognized by the Committee. It sought a diverse set of HLMs, partly to address a legacy of only 4 of 63 HLMs between 1973 and 2018 being female. In line with practice for this type of lifetime award, the Committee agreed to put a modest premium on candidates near the end of their careers, for whom 2021 might be the last chance for consideration.

The Nominating Committee set up long lists of candidates built up from past candidate lists, suggestions from senior members of the profession and nominations by Committee members. It created scores for service contributions to the Association and used widely available measures like the Google h index and Repec Rankings for publication impact.   Following discussions to exchange information within the Committee about the contributions of different members, nineteen candidates were included on the ballot. 

The members of the Nominating Committee voting on HLMs were: Arsenio M. Balisacan, Boris Bravo-Ureta, Cheryl Doss, Ed Mabaya, J.V. Meenakshi, Jikun Huang, Will Martin, Kei Otsuka, and Wendy Umberger. Following a precedent from the 2018 Nominating Committee, voting was conducted using the Borda rule to rank the candidates, a procedure also used by AAEA in selecting its Fellows. The actual voting was by secret ballot with Opavote.  

Because of the strength of the field, the Committee decided to make 10 awards for this triennium, an average of 3.3 per year, up from the past practice of 7 per triennium. The final list of recommendations was approved by the IAAE Board.
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