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on the evolution of non-nation-states using nuclear materials in a world that otherwise seemed to be headed toward a
more peaceful future, but where those
nuclear materials were not adequately
controlled, and inaction by leaders created an environment for those actors to
achieve their goals.
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The advancement of nuclear tech-

Figure 1. Global nuclear danger scenarios circa 1998

nologies

Global nuclear security threats
The advancement of nuclear technologies might include new national
technical means of detecting clandestine
nuclear materials and weapons-related
activities, research that many of our Institute members are engaged in; or the
development of more secure and safe
nuclear reactor concepts, such as the
advancements promised by small modular reactors.7 On the opposite side of the
axis, it could include darker aspects of
the future that would allow individuals
or groups to more easily build weapons
of mass destruction,8 or open new paths
for the acquisition of nuclear materials or
the surreptitious manufacture of those
materials.9
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