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he XXII World Congress of the ISHR was held for the first time in South
America in the Madero district, the most modern and fashionable neighborhood of Buenos Aires, at the Universidad Católica Argentina (UCA). Usually,
April has enjoyable weather to walk around and have fun in Buenos Aires. However,
this year, a few rainy days were specially ordered to encourage Congress attendees
to stay in-house and participate in lectures and symposia, and to enjoy fascinating
science and socializing with top class world researchers and curious and enterprising
students. The Chair of the XXII World Congress, Dr Martin Vila Petroff, kept himself and the Organizing Committee dancing at the rhythm of rock & roll for almost
a year to be ready to “Unravel the mysteries of the heart at the rhythm of tango”.
And it was worth it. Argentina is so far south that it almost falls off the planet, and in

1

THE NEWS BULLETIN OF THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR HEART RESEARCH
spite of this, we had more than 450 attendees from 37 countries, with their scientific
interests reflected in the 33 symposia and
6 award lectures that were put together
by the International Scientific Program
Committee. Indeed, for many ISHR members this was their first experience in South
America and many of them made the most
of their travel by taking a few more days
off to visit and appreciate some of our fascinating natural sites (Iguazu Falls, Perito
Moreno glacier, Salta, Ushuaia, etc) or to
visit some of our wonderful neighboring
countries (Uruguay, Chile, Brazil).
The Congress began with the already
established Early Career Investigators
(ECI) half day pre-congress event, organized by Sarah Franklin and Charly
Valverde (as the local emissary). This
activity was a tremendous success and
confirmed that the research of the future
will be more than well-covered by an
army of enthusiastic young scientists.
Approximately 140 young scientists
and students attended the two symposia
and the workshop organized by the ECI.
But the ECI events are a different kettle
of fish, thus please read Helena Viola´s
report found on page 5.
The Open Ceremony speech was focused
on passion: The passion for truth, which
drives science into its boundless search.
Without a shadow of doubt, as evidenced

Opening Ceremony speech given by
Dr Martin Vila Petroff honoring Dr Horacio
Cingolani’s trajectory as founder of the
Latin American Section of the ISHR.
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“There is no I in Team”. The organizing Committee taking care of pre-Congress setup and
details at UCA. From left to right, upper row: Martin Vila Petroff, Verito De Giusti,
Elena Lascano, Julieta Palomeque, Luis Gonano, Nora Dey, Inés Vera, Alejandra Mendiberri;
middle file: Cecilia Mundiña-Weilenmann, Mónica Rando, Juani Felice, Ramiro Martínez
Quiroga, Julia Garay; lower row: Irene Ennis, Alex Aiello, Coti Morell and Charly Valverde.

Coffee break: Happy people! From left to right: Drs Howard Rockman, Tish Murphy,
Robert Lefkowitz, David Eisner and John Solaro.

Poster Session: Drs Roger Hajjar and Ajay Shah judging one of the selected posters.
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by the tears and nostalgic faces of the
audience, the most emotive moment of
the meeting was the tribute to Dr. Horacio
Cingolani, founder of the Latin American
Section of the ISHR, who recently passed
away and who will be forever remembered for his passion for science.
The first Distinguished Lecture (Keith
Reimer Distinguished Lecture) was
given by Dr Rodolphe Fishmeister,
who gave us an elegant lesson about
cyclic nucleotide microdomains and
phosphodiesterases.
The afternoon
was filled with a number of exciting
symposia followed by the Outstanding
Investigator Award Lecture by Dr
Johannes Backs. His data on cardiac
epigenetics were simply overwhelming.
At the end of a very demanding day of
science the Co-Chair of the meeting, Dr
Alejandro Aiello, introduced a perfect
surprise, “A Pura Cepa” tango band. The
audience was enchanted by this band,
comprised mostly of professors of the
School of Medicine of La Plata, who
performed their music with an amateur
touch but with a professional love for
tango. The first day culminated in the
Welcome Reception, where appetizing
Argentinean hors d’oeuvres and malbec
wine from the Cuyo region were served
in a friendly atmosphere that was ideal
to share science, ideas, experiments,
career possibilities and to catch up with
old friends.
On the following days the scientific
intensity was even higher than on the
first day. The symposia were as varied
as the cardiovascular system, with presentations of cutting edge research. The
Research Achievement Award was given
to Dr Heping “Peace” Cheng, who
delighted the crowd with his presentation
“Protons trigger mitochondrial flashes
for ATP homeostasis in the heart”. The
Richard J Bing Young Investigator Award
competition was one of the more tense
moments during the meeting. The quality
of all the presentations was so high that

I can’t imagine how the judging panel
(Drs. David Eisner, Lea Delbridge,
Tish Murphy, Rodolphe Fishmeister,
Asa Gustafsson, Gary Lopaschuk,
Jolanda van der Velden and Martin
Villa Petroff) arrived at the final decision.
Kiyotake Ishikawa (School of Medicine
at Mount Sinai, USA), Victoria Mascetti
(Cambridge Univ, UK), Gaetano Santulli
(Columbia University, USA), and Helena
Viola (UWA, Autralia), were selected
from 38 candidates in a tough competition on the basis of the quality of their
submitted original manuscripts. Victoria
Mascetti was named as the winner of this
prestigious award, based on her work

titled “Human-mouse chimerism validates human stem cell pluripotency”.

Research Achievement Award:
Dr Asa Gustafsson congratulates awardwinner Dr Heping “Peace” Cheng.

Outgoing Past-President, Masatsugu Hori,
presents the aptly-named President’s
Distinguished Lecture Award to PresidentElect Thomas Eschenhagen.

The Nobel Laureate Lecture was
exquisitely introduced by Dr Howard
Rockman who made an artisan’s work
showing intimate details of Dr Robert
Lefkowitz research career, such as his
financial strategies to reach his goals.
Dr Robert Lefkowitz not only delighted
us with his science but also with his
clarity and sense of humor. The
Distinguished Leader Award was presented to Dr Salvatore Pepe, in appreciation of his service to the ISHR, particularly
his leadership of the Australasian Section.

Nobel Laureate Lecture. Dr Robert Lefkowitz receiving the recognition from ISHR from the
hands of Drs Howard Rockman and Tish Murphy.
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Dr. Pepe’s service evidently transcends
that of the Australasian section as he
worked side by side with the Local
Organizing Committee, taking care of last
minute details before the beginning of
the Congress. Dr Thomas Eschenhagen
captivated us with his usual charm in the
President’s Distinguished Lecture and
finally the Janice Pfeffer and the Peter
Harris Distinguished Lectures were given
by Drs Ed Lakatta and Don Bers, respectively, recognizing a lifetime of scientific
commitment. It took Dr Lakatta only
one slide to impress on us how quickly
our time runs out. So, don’t wait, after 50
you’re living on borrowed time!!!
Social interaction took place all through
the Congress, in time and space, at the
coffee breaks, lunch, poster sessions, the
ECI social event at the BarbaRoja bar, and
in all the corridors of the UCA. The UCA,
was in fact a perfect venue to apply the
typical Argentinean proverb “casa chica,
corazon grande” or in English, “small
house, big heart!!”. The poster sessions
were judged by a diligent panel of experts
coordinated by Drs Hossein Ardehali,
Livia Hool and Cecilia MundiñaWeilenmann. The outstanding posters
from each of the three poster session
were Shuai Yan (Shanghai Inst for Biol
Sci, China); Christopher Murray (Univ
British Columbia, Canada); Catherine
Makarewich (UT Southwestern Med Ctr,

Distinguished Leader Award: Dr Salvatore
Pepe receiving his recognition from his
colleague and friend, Dr Lea Delbrige
(Secretary General, ISHR).
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USA); Helena Viola, (UWA, Australia),
and Christopher Johnson (Vanderbilt
Univ, USA).
The final social event was preceded by
crowded and very concentrated tango
lessons. The Gala Dinner at Piazzola
Tango put everything together (we say
in Spanish “la biblia y el calefón” that
could be translate as “the bible and the
water-heater¨, alluding to an Argentine
slang-language tango song by Enrique
Santos Discepolo, which actually means
exactly that…. everything in the same
place): great personalities, glamour,
awards, old friends and colleagues, flowers, re-encounters, tango, good food,

students, flashes, excellent wine, science,
fun, laughs, farewells, tears, and feelings. I am completely confident that for
those who attended XXII World Congress
of the ISHR this article is anecdotal and
the pictures speak for themselves. One
more time, the ISHR World Congress
reinforces the construction of memorable
experiences for the scientific community
and friends. This Congress, in particular,
connected the culture and research from
the end of the world to the most relevant
science in the cardiovascular field.
Julieta Palomeque, MD, PhD
La Plata, Argentina

Tango lessons at Piazzola Tango.

Gala Dinner at Piazzola Tango. Outgoing President, Metin Avkiran, and incoming President,
Tish Murphy, recognize the organizing team. From left to right: Martin Vila Petroff, Alex Aiello,
Charly Valverde, Nora Dey, Lea Delbridge, Alicia Mattiazzi and Claudia Tattasiore.
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Report on the 2016 XXII ISHR
World Congress
Early Career Investigator Events
(April 18-21, Buenos Aires, Argentina )

T

his year marked the second ISHR World Congress Early Career
Investigator (ECI) Event. Following an abundance of positive feedback from
the inaugural event held at the 2013 ISHR World Congress, an ECI event was
held on April 18 at the 2016 ISHR World Congress in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
The purpose was to give ECIs further opportunity to showcase their work on an
international platform, and network with leading experts in the field. Led by ECI
committee chair Dr Sarah Franklin (USA) and local ECI committee member Dr
Carlos Valverde (ARG), the 2016 ISHR World Congress ECI committee worked
together with Faculty Advisors Professor Thomas Thum (UK) and Associate
Professor Federica Del Monte (USA) to organise and execute an educational
and enjoyable program. The event was a great success, with large attendance
by both ECIs and established researchers in the field.

ECI Workshop panelists (L-R):
Prof Howard Rockman, Prof Joseph Hill,
Prof Rui-Ping Xiao, Prof Karin Sipido and
Prof David Eisner.

Delegates chat during the coffee break
between the ECI symposia and career
development panel.

Drs Stephen Lange and Carlos Valverde chairing one of the ECI Symposia.

Attendees were treated to two ECI
Symposia featuring talks that covered a
diverse range of cardiovascular biology
presented by ECIs from the USA (Dr Jack
Rubinstein, Dr Philip Bidwell, Dr Maggie
Lam), Canada (Ms Nikole Byrne), Italy
(Ms Soni Deshwal), The Netherlands (Dr
Vasco Sequeira), Australia (Dr Cheng
Xue Qin, Ms Elizabeth Vecchio), Japan
(Dr Kenji Onoue), Chile (Dr Zully
Pedrozo) and China (Mr Jinlong He).
Symposia chairs Dr Sarah Franklin
(USA), Dr Kimberley Mellor (NZ), Dr
Stephen Lange (USA) and Dr Carlos
Valverde (ARG) did an exceptional
job running extremely smooth symposia, including facilitating discussions
between speakers and audience members
following each presentation.

Attendees also participated in an open
and informal discussion about publishing
during an ECI Workshop Panel titled
“Publishing: A Career Development
Panel”. The ECI committee were very
fortunate to have leading experts and editors of top cardiovascular journals agree to
participate as panellists in this discussion.
Invited panellists included Professor David
Eisner (Editor in Chief, JMCC), Professor
Joseph Hill (incoming Editor in Chief,
Circulation), Professor Howard Rockman
(Editor in Chief, JCI), Professor Karin
Sipido (Editor in Chief, Cardiovascular
Research), and Professor Rui-Ping Xiao
(Associate Editor of New England Journal
of Medicine). Chairs Dr Helena Viola
(AUS) and Dr Sakthivel Sadayappan
(USA) facilitated an interactive discus-

sion between panel and audience members
regarding different aspects of publishing;
from early preparation through to final
submission of manuscripts. The workshop
was an extremely unique opportunity for
ECIs to ask questions and hear responses
from editors of five different and highly
regarded journals.
The respected ISHR World Congress
Richard J Bing Young Investigator
Award finalist competition was held on
April 19, chaired by Professor David
Eisner. Four finalist speakers were
selected to present their work from a total
of 38 applications. Finalists included Dr
Kiyotake Ishikawa (USA), Dr Victoria
Mascetti (UK), Dr Gaetano Santulli (USA)
and Dr Helena Viola (AUS). Winner of the
2016 Richard J Bing Young Investigator
Award was Dr Victoria Mascetti, for her
elegantly presented talk titled “Distinct
roles of intracellular calcium release
channels in cardiac and vascular remodeling”. Dr Mascetti now joins a select and
successful group of past honourees.
Early career investigators also had the
opportunity to present their work at
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Lunchtime Poster Sessions held on
April 19, 20 and 21. Lively discussions
took place between presenters and congress delegates, both junior and established. With dedicated work from the
judging panel and generous support from
the ISHR World Council, 5 poster prizes
were awarded. Winners were announced
at the World Congress Gala Dinner,
and included Mr Shuai Yan (CHINA)
for his poster titled “PGE2 promotes biliary cholesterol excretion and attenuates
diet-induced atherosclerosis by activation
of EP3-mediated HNF4α/CYP7A1 pathway in liver”, Dr Catherine Makarewich
(USA) for her poster on “DWORF: A
novel muscle specific micropeptide that
enhances SERCA activity and myocyte
contractility”, Dr Christopher Murray

(CANADA) for his poster on “Unnatural
Amino Acid Photo-Crosslinking of the
IKs Channel Complex Demonstrates a
KCNE1:KCNQ1 Stoichiometry of up to
4:4”, Dr Helena Viola (AUS) for work
titled “Targeting the L-type Ca2+ channel
alters mitochondrial function and attenuates hypertrophic cardiomyopathy in a
Troponin I mutant mouse model” and Dr
Christopher Johnson (USA) for his poster
“A mechanism of calmodulation of the
human cardiac sodium channel”.

Prof David Eisner with ISHR World Congress
Richard J Bing Young Investigator Award
finalists (L-R): Dr Gaetano Santulli,
Dr Helena Viola, Dr Victoria Mascetti (Bing
Award winner) and Dr Kiyotake Ishikawa.

ISHR World Congress delegates discussing
latest findings at one of the Lunchtime
Poster Sessions.

The Early Career Investigator Social
Meeting organised by local ECI committee member Dr Carlos Valverde was held
at BarbaRoja Bar, San Telmo; a site that
has been declared a historic monument of
the city of Buenos Aires. This event was

a wonderful opportunity for ECIs to continue to network and celebrate the success
of the meeting.
Overall, the hard work and dedication
of the 2016 ECI Committee and Faculty
Advisors made for an interactive and
enjoyable ECI experience. This, combined with the extremely warm and welcoming Argentinian hospitality, resulted
in a highly memorable meeting for all.
We look forward to seeing you all again
at the 2019 XXIII ISHR World Congress
in Beijing!
Dr Helena Viola
ISHR Australasian Section ECI
Representative

Dr Sarah Franklin (left) and Dr Carlos
Valverde (top right) with ECIs at the Early
Career Investigator Social Meeting.

2016 ISHR World Congress ECI Committee
Sarah Franklin (Chair)
Carlos Valverde (Local organiser)
Kate Weeks
Helena Viola
Kimberley Mellor
Tania Paglia
Joseph Burgoyne
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Stephan Lange
Catherine Makarewich
Li Zhang
Liming Yang
Motoaki Sano
Hiroshi Akazawa

Faculty Advisors
Thomas Thum
Federica Del Monte
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P resident ’ s

let ter

I

‘d like to start my first letter to the ISHR by offering my sincerest thanks to my predecessors
who left the ISHR in wonderful shape with their hard work and leadership. I and the entire ISHR
owe a great thanks to Matt Hori, our outgoing Past-President, who not only served as President
from 2010 to 2013, but also organized the very successful 2010 World Congress in Kyoto. Thanks
also to Metin Avkiran and Rick Moss, who as President (2013-16) and Secretary-General (201016), respectively, led the Society with wisdom and foresight. Last, but certainly not least, I’d like
to thank David Eisner, the outgoing Editor of the Journal of Molecular and Cellular Cardiology,
the journal of the ISHR. David has made a number of positive changes to the journal and has been
an outstanding Editor. The Society is as strong and vibrant as ever thanks to the very positive
leadership over the past decade. I will do my best to continue in their footsteps.
As I mentioned in my inaugural address at the World Congress, I have set three priorities for my
3 year term as President.

• I want to continue and enhance policies to support and strengthen the Sections. We are all members of an ISHR Section and it is
important for the health and vitality of the ISHR that we have strong and vibrant Sections. ISHR-International (ISHR-Intl) Council
has recently developed a number of initiatives to support the Sections. Last year, ISHR-Intl Council reduced annual Section dues from
10% to 3% of dues collected. ISHR-Intl also supports Poster Awards for Early Career Investigators at Section meetings. ISHR-Intl also
supports a secure website that all the Sections can use for collecting dues and other Section business. As mentioned below ISHR-Intl
Council recently voted to support 2 to 3 Symposia at Section meetings. However, we need to, and will, do more to support the Sections.
I encourage the Section leadership to let us know what we can do to support you.
• I want to continue and enhance support for Early Career Investigator (ECI) activities. The ECI activities at the World Congress were
a highlight of the meeting. The energy and enthusiasm of the ECI groups makes everyone very positive about the future of cardiovascular science and the future of the ISHR! I’d like to personally thank Sarah Franklin, who led the ECI Committee for the 2016 World
Congress and her predecessor, Jim Bell (who led the ECI Committee for the 2010 and 2013 World Congresses), for their outstanding
leadership. The ECI Committee organized highly successful and well attended symposia to start the World Congress. They also had
a lively and well attended social event one evening! In addition, all symposia in the Congress had an ECI speaker chosen from the
abstracts and there were ECI Co-Chairs for all symposia. The ISHR-Intl Council would like to encourage additional ECI activities and
we look forward to working with the ECI Committee to increase ECI participate in the society. ISHR has an interactive website and we
encourage the ECI group to utilize it for communication. I encourage the ECI members to let us know what we can do to support you.
• I want to enhance communication with the membership. I encourage you all to read Heart News and Views, our ISHR newsletter, which
is a great means of communication. I also plan to use our website to let the membership know what ISHR is up to and to also use the
website as a means of collecting input from the membership! I will experiment with email announcements and surveys to the members.
The ISHR is a great society – we need your help to make it even better. Get involved – send us your suggestions.
To accomplish these goals, I am fortunate to have a very strong and dedicated Council and Executive Committee (Exec Cmt) to work with.
The Exec Cmt is composed of me (President), Metin Avkiran (Past-President), Thomas Eschenhagen (President-Elect), Lea Delbridge
(Secretary-General), Asa Gustafsson (Treasurer), John Solaro (Editor of JMCC) and Yoshi Saito, the newly elected At-Large Member
from Council. The Exec Cmt has been hard at work with monthly Skype calls. In the 2 months since the World Congress, we have had
two conference calls to follow-up on items raised at the ISHR-Intl Council meetings in Buenos Aires. The Exec Cmt has approved a
plan to support symposia (which will be called JMCC Symposia to increase the visibility of our Journal) at Section meetings in 2017 and
2018. We have also initiated a review of the criteria and process for selecting Fellows of the Society. David Eisner has agreed to chair this
review committee. The Exec Cmt, led by the Secretary-General, Lea Delbridge, has also implemented a survey to obtain feedback about
the 2016 World Congress. Those who attended the World Congress have received an email with a link to the survey. Please participate
in this survey and let the ISHR know what you liked about the World Congress and what we can improve. The World Congress is the
premier event of the ISHR and we need your feedback regarding how to make it the BEST meeting possible. Speaking of the World
Congress – it is never too early to remind everyone that the next World Congress will be in Beijing, China in 2019!
Elizabeth Murphy, Ph.D.
President, ISHR
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R emembering
A rnold K atz …

In Memoriam

E

xperimental
and
clinical
Cardiology lost a remarkable
experimental Cardiologist when
Arnold Katz died on January 25, 2016.
He made many important contributions
to basic cardiology and had superb skills
in simplifying complex physiologic
problems in man. The latter skill made
him an excellent teacher and clinical cardiologist and led him to write a first class
small book on “ The Physiology of the
Heart”, the fifth edition of which still is
being published.
Arnie and I were close friends. Although
we both lived in the Chicago area, most
of our interactions occurred on the
road at various cardiology meetings,
especially at meetings of the AHA and
the ISHR. Chicago is a big city and I
lived in Evanston, a suburb on the north
side of Chicago, and he lived in the
environs of the University of Chicago,
about 30 miles of solid city south of
Evanston. Evanston is the home of
Northwestern University where my
father was a Professor of Mechanical
Engineering, and Arnie was the son of
a famous cardiac physiologist whose
laboratory was in Michael Reese
Hospital, a hospital fairly close to
downtown Chicago.
Louis Katz was the first Katz that I encountered. I met him in 1948 while I was a
junior medical student at Northwestern.
I was interested in cardiac function and
learned that Louis gave weekly seminars
at Michael Reese Hospital; I decided that
it would be a good idea to listen to what
he had to say. In order to do that, I had
to get assigned to Michael Reese which I
did by choosing it for the site of my surgical clerkship. I was not very interested
in surgery but it proved to be a good
clerkship and I learned a great deal from

Arnold M. Katz, M.D.
1932-2016
the surgical unit and from Dr. Katz. He
gave seminars in the late afternoon. The
subject was the results of experiments in
progress in his laboratory. These proved
to be highly selective presentations of
data that showed why he was correct in
his explanation of, for example, the cause
of left ventricular failure and why competing scientists’ interpretations were
wrong. He clearly had a very strong
personality and was a speaker who held
your attention.
Meanwhile, Arnie was about four to six
years behind me studying liberal arts
at the University of Chicago where he
was experimenting with the inhibition
of yeast metabolism by fatty acids. He
moved on to Harvard Medical School
and in the summer of his freshman year
(1953) he worked in his father’s laboratory learning cardiac physiology. He took
a medical internship at Massachusetts
General Hospital in Boston and spent
1957-1959 at the NIH with Chris
Anfinsen and Marty Rodbell studying the
biochemistry of cardiac muscle contractile proteins. After completing a medical
residency in 1960, he spent the next year
in London working with Paul Wood and

then returned to basic biochemistry from
1961-63 with Wilfred Mommaerts. He
was appointed to the faculty of Columbia
in 1964, and in 1967 returned to the Dept
of Medicine at the Univ of Chicago
where he became interested in cardiac
sarcoplasmic reticulum. In 1969, he
accepted an endowed chair in Medicine
and Cardiology at Mt. Sinai Medical
School, and early in his career in New
York discovered phopholamban.
In the 10 years that followed a tour of duty
as a Naval Medical officer, I had become
a successful researcher at Northwestern
University. One consequence of this is
that I was invited to become a member of
the Research Committee of the Chicago
Heart Association (CHA). Arnie joined
the Committee at about the same time
and we became friends. The CHA dispersed about $500,000 per year to support research in Chicago and Illinois.
The support was broad: basic research
in epidemiology, atherosclerosis, cardiac function and pathophysiology etc.
We had experts in all the areas that we
needed to cover in the review of grants.
In about 1965, I was appointed chairman of the Committee. A year or two
later, trouble began to develop in the
Committee because it rejected a series of
epidemiologic grants written by several
prominent epidemiologist investigators
who were also on the Committee. They
complained vociferously to the CHA and
I was asked to meet with the leadership
of the CHA and the epidemiologists
in order to calm things down. I asked
Arnie to accompany me. This was a
wise decision because Arnie showed off
his debating skills and we carried the
day. Our argument was that few answerable research questions were presented
and that those that were presented were
unlikely to be answered by the experiments proposed. One of our opponents
attacked Arnie by mentioning something
that his father had done, I still remember Arnie’s instant response: “Do not
visit the sins of my father on me”. We
(continued on page 15)
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2014 D istinguished L ecture
A ward W inners
Fabio di Lisa, M.D.
Winner of the 2014 ISHR Keith Reimer
Distinguished Lecture Award
“Ca2+, ROS and mitochondria: orchestrating
cardiac pathophysiology”
(November, 2014: Nagoya, Japan)
Fabio Di Lisa is Professor of Biochemistry at
the Department of Biomedical Sciences of the
University of Padova, Italy. Prof. Di Lisa has
provided significant contributions elucidating
the role of mitochondrial dysfunction in cardiac diseases. By developing methods to study

Joan Heller Brown, Ph.D.
Winner of the 2014 ISHR Janice Pfeffer
Distinguished Lecture Award
“Gq and RhoA signaling in cardiac hypertrophy, heart failure and protection”
(July, 2014: Barcelona, Spain)
Dr. Joan Heller Brown is Chair of the
Department of Pharmacology in the UCSD
School of Medicine since 2005. Dr. Heller
Brown’s research has focused on signal transduction from G-protein coupled receptors
(GPCRs) to cellular responses. She has made

the permeability transition pore in isolated
cells and intact hearts Prof. Di Lisa characterized the occurrence of transient and prolonged
openings demonstrating that the latter modality is involved in cell death. Regarding oxidative alterations, Prof. Di Lisa demonstrated
that the oxidation of myofibrillar proteins correlates linearly with contractile impairment.
His interest in mitochondrial dysfunction and
oxidative stress is currently directed towards
diabetic cardiomyopathy while maintaining
the traditional focus on ischemia/reperfusion
and mechanisms of cell death.

multiple important contributions to our understanding of the molecular and physiological
actions of dopamine, acetylcholine, catecholamines, thrombin and lyso-phospolipids on
GPCRs and their effectors. Dr Heller Brown
is an open and generous collaborator and dedicated mentor and role model. Her mentorship
has motivated many postdoctoral fellows and
junior faculty to develop careers in cardiovascular pharmacology.

Keiichi Fukuda, M.D., Ph.D.
Winner of the 2014 ISHR President’s
Distinguished Lecture Award
“Regenerative medicine of the heart using
iPS cells”
(May, 2014: Miami, FL, USA)
Dr. Keiichi Fukuda is professor and chief of
the Department of Cardiology at Keio
University School of Medicine in Tokyo,
Japan. Dr. Fukuda is one of the pioneers in
the field of cardiac regeneration and has been

at its cutting edge for the past 20 years. His
laboratory has made several contributions to
our understanding of both the fundamental
biology of stem cells and how to regenerate
cardio-myocytes and transplant them into the
heart in vivo. Dr Fukuda also investigates
disease models of iPS cells from patients with
hereditary heart diseases. He has served as
mentor to 40 Ph.D. and M.D./Ph.D. students
and numerous postdocs who have gone on to
independent positions in academia.
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R oberto B olli , M.D.
C ell T herapy for H eart
D isease : A C ritical A ppraisal of
the C urrent S tatus
Winner of the 2015 Peter Harris
Distinguished Scientist Award

D

(J uly , 2015: B ordeaux , F rance )

r. Bolli graduated from the
University of Perugia (Italy) in
1976. He completed a research
Fellowship at the NHLBI (1978-80) and
a clinical Fellowship in Cardiology at
Baylor College of Medicine (1981-83).
In 1983, he joined the Faculty at Baylor
College of Medicine, where he rose
to the rank of Professor with tenure. In
1994, he became Chief of the Division
of Cardiovascular Medicine at the University of Louisville. He is also Director
of the Institute of Molecular Cardiology,
Scientific Director of the Cardiovascular
Innovation Institute, Executive Vice
Chairman of the Department of Medicine,
a Distinguished University Scholar,
and the Jewish Hospital Distinguished
Chair in Cardiology. Twice at two different institutions (Baylor and University
of Louisville), Dr. Bolli has developed
a leading research program starting
from zero.
Over the past 35 years, Dr. Bolli has
made extraordinary contributions to our
understanding of the molecular mechanisms responsible for myocardial injury
during ischemia and reperfusion, paving
the way for the development of novel
cardioprotective strategies. He has also
pioneered the use of cardiac-derived cells
to repair infarcted myocardium. His innovative work has importantly shaped our
knowledge of ischemic heart disease. His
research is innovative, mechanistic, thor-

ough, and hypothesis-driven. He is a rare
example of a scientist who has proposed
several novel hypotheses, has tested them
rigorously, and eventually has succeeded
in validating them to the point where now
they are regarded as proven hypotheses.
Indeed, one of the most striking aspects
of his research is that it has been consistently reproducible and his work has
stood the test of time. Unlike most basic
investigators, he has translated his basic
discoveries to the clinical setting. For
example, he has demonstrated the existence of preconditioning in patients and
has spearheaded the first-in-human study
of cardiac stem cells.

and cyclooxygenase-2) has impelled
a reassessment of current paradigms
regarding these enzymes and has paved
the way for developing novel pharmacologic or genetic therapeutic strategies
in patients with coronary artery disease.
More recently, he has spearheaded the
use of cell therapy to repair infarcted
myocardium and has elucidated the
actions and therapeutic effects of cardiac stem cells. He led SCIPIO (Stem
Cell Infusion in Patients with Ischemic
CardiOmyopathy), the first study ever
of cardiac stem cells in patients, and is
currently leading a Clinical Center of the
NIH-funded network, CCTRN.

For almost four decades, Dr. Bolli’s
research has consistently focused on myocardial ischemia/reperfusion injury and
on the development of novel approaches
to either prevent it or repair it. His earlier
work established a fundamental role of
reactive oxygen species in the pathogenesis of myocardial “stunning”, a concept
that is now accepted as a proven hypothesis. Subsequently, he identified the signal
transduction pathways and the cardioprotective genes responsible for the late
phase of myocardial “preconditioning”,
thereby elucidating the molecular basis
of this adaptation of the heart to stress.
His discovery that the cardioprotection
afforded by preconditioning is mediated
by two proteins commonly thought to
be detrimental (inducible NO synthase

Dr. Bolli is the recipient of several distinguished awards: an NIH MERIT Award
(2001-2010), the Basic Research Prize of
the American Heart Association (AHA)
(2001), the Research Achievement
Award of the ISHR (2004), the Louis
and Artur Lucian Award from McGill
University (2004), the Distinguished
Achievement Award of the AHA (2006),
the Distinguished Scientist Award of the
AHA (2008), the Award of Meritorious
Achievement of the AHA (2010), the
Walter B. Cannon Award of the American
Physiological Society (2011), the Carl
J. Wiggers Award of the American
Physiological Society (2011), the Medal
of Merit of the IACS (2013), and the
Research Achievement Award of the
AHA (2013).
(continued on page 12)
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W. Jonathan Lederer, M.D., PH.D.
X-R os S ignaling in H eart
Winner

of the

2015 Peter Harris Distinguished
Scientist Award
(J uly , 2015: B ordeaux , F rance )

W

. Jonathan Lederer was raised
in Honolulu, Hawaii, attended
Harvard University as an
undergraduate and Yale University for
medical and graduate school working
with Richard W. Tsien in Physiology for
his PhD training. After his medical internship at the University of Washington in
Seattle, he received a British-American
Heart Fellowship to work with Denis
Noble at Oxford University. He is now
Director of the Center for Biomedical
Engineering and Technology and
Professor of Physiology at the University
of Maryland School of Medicine in
Baltimore, Maryland, USA.

Mark Cannell, to discover and characterize Ca2+ sparks in the heart.

Dr. Lederer has and continues to make
fundamental discoveries that change
our view of biology and medicine. As
a student at Yale with R. W. Tsien, he
discovered a Ca2+-activated membrane
current that is now known to be the
primary membrane current underlying
Ca2+-dependent arrhythmias. He and
his co-workers then made important discoveries in how protons affect cellular
signalling, how Na+ is linked to Ca2+
signalling in excitable cells, how the
Na+/Ca2+ exchanger works as an ion
transporter and charge carrier, and how
the spatial organization of these proteins
at the nanoscopic level underlie their
signalling. This understanding enabled
Lederer, along with Peace Cheng and

Lederer and colleagues recently linked
Ca2+ sparks, the Ca2+ leak and the
arrhythmogenic current to diverse genetic
and acquired arrhythmias. The leak was
shown to be due to both Ca2+ sparks
and the openings of individual SR Ca2+
release channels, the ryanodine receptors
(RyR2). The Ca2+ sparks are produced
when a cluster of RyR2 are activated as
an ensemble.

Ca2+ sparks, the primary unit of Ca2+
release in the heart, are normally triggered by Ca2+ influx during the cardiac
electrical signal, the action potential, and
thus link excitation to contraction. In
diverse pathological conditions, Lederer
and co-workers also have shown that
Ca2+ sparks are the essential component
of Ca2+ leak in the heart that produce
Ca2+ waves in single cells and arrhythmias in the heart. Importantly, these Ca2+
signals underlie the arrhythmogenic current discovered by Lederer as a student.

Significantly, as this work was unfolding, Lederer and his co-workers also
demonstrated that the principles of local
Ca2+ signalling identified and characterized as Ca2+ sparks in heart were a
general phenomenon in biology, particularly in muscle. Ca2+ sparks are also
seen in amphibian skeletal muscle and

in vascular smooth muscle, although the
function in each tissue was distinct. In
vascular smooth muscle, for example,
the Ca2+ spark and local Ca2+ elevation, was shown to underlie vascular
relaxation (and not contraction). These
discoveries have led to critical new findings on how blood flow is regulated in
diverse tissues including the brain (i.e.
neurovascular coupling). In heart, the
Ca2+ spark dependent [Ca2+]i transient
produce systolic contraction with muscle cell shortening and diastolic relaxation with muscle cell re-lengthening
and stretching.
While examining this process, Lederer
and co-workers discovered a key new
signalling pathway in the heart that links
cellular mechanical behaviour to Ca2+
signalling. The new signalling pathway,
called “X-ROS signalling”, is activated
by diastolic cellular stretching linked
by the cytoskeleton to membrane-bound
NADPH oxidase (NOX2) located near
the cluster of RyR2 SR Ca2+ release
channels (within 10’s of nanometres).
During diastolic filling, microtubules that
are linked to NOX2 proteins activate the
enzyme which produces local reactive
oxygen species (ROS) and this local
ROS leads to an increase in the spark rate
and thus “tunes” the [Ca2+]i transient.
Lederer and his co-workers have thus
made surprising discoveries that have
fundamentally changed the way we see
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and think about signalling in biology and
medicine.
Dr. Lederer has mentored many
individuals who are now leaders in the
field, including David Eisner, Shey-Shing
Sheu, Mark Cannell, Saleet Jafri, Joshua
Berlin, Clive Orchard, Robert Hadley,
Godfrey Smith, Colin Nichols, Ernst
Niggli, Paulo Kofuji, Hector Valdivia,
Heping Cheng, Ana Maria Gomez, L.
Fernando Santana, Keith Dilly, LongSheng Song, Eric Sobie, Kevin Kit Parker
and others. He has mentored individuals
with various training & mentoring
awards, including recently a K99/R00award recipient (Benjamin Prosser),
multiple NRSA and AHA fellowship
recipients. He has had 12 PhD students

(two current) and 38 postdoctoral fellows
(six current). Dr Lederer has published
more than 230 original articles in peerreviewed journals.
Dr. Lederer is the recipient of numerous
honors and awards, including the Harvard
College Scholarship (1969); USPHS
Scholarship, (1972-1975); Yale Medical
School Book Award (1976); M.D./Ph.D.
Program, Yale University (1972-1976);
British-American Heart Fellow (19771979); Established Investigator of the
American Heart Association (19811986); Councilor (1993-1997), Executive
Committee (1996-1998) Biophysical
Society; NIH Merit Award (1994-2003);
Biophysical Society Cole Award (1998);
Wellcome Lecturer (1995, 1999).;

Regents Award for Research, University
of Maryland, 1999; Founding Fellow,
International Society of Heart Research
(2001); Fellow of the Biophysical
Society (2002). Fred Fay Lecturer
(2007), Gordon Moe Lecturer (2007),
Isaac Starr Lecturer (2008), Fellow of
the American Heart Association (2008),
Kirby Lecture (2012), International Chair
of Therapeutic Innovation, University of
Paris, Lecture (2012), Horowicz Lecture
(2012), Lamport Lecture (2012), Dirk L.
Brutsaert Lecture (2013), University of
Maryland Baltimore Researcher of the
Year (2013), and most recently, the ISHR
Peter Harris Distinguished Scientist
Award (2015).

(continued from Roberto Bolli, page 10)

He is a member of the American Society
for Clinical Investigation and the
Association of American Physicians and
a Foreign Fellow of the Academy of
Sciences of the Royal Society of Canada.
He has also received the PhysicianScientist Award of the American College
of Chest Physicians (1987-89), the Young
Investigator Award for Free Radical
Research (1988), and the Rocovich Gold
Medal for Excellence in Science from
Edward Via College of Osteopathic
Medicine (2012).
Dr. Bolli has been active in several scientific organizations. He served in the
NIH CVB Study Section, in the NHLBI
Program Project Review Committee, and
in the NHLBI Advisory Council. He was
also Chairman of the NHLBI Working
Group on Protection of the Ischemic
Myocardium. In the American Heart
Association, Dr. Bolli served as Chairman
of several committees including the
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Pathophysiology Review Committee, the
Reynolds Foundation
Review Committee, the Council on
Basic Cardiovascular Sciences, the
Distinguished
Scientist
Selection
Committee, and the Council Operations
Committee; in addition, he served on
many other committees including the
National Research Committee and
the Board of Directors. He served as
Secretary General and Treasurer, and
then President, of the ISHR. Dr. Bolli
is or has been on the Editorial Board of
virtually all major cardiovascular journals and has served as Associate Editor
of the Journal of Molecular and Cellular
Cardiology. He is presently Editor-inChief of Circulation Research.
Dr. Bolli has delivered over 300 lectures at national and international meetings, including five plenary lectures and
two State-of-the-Art Lectures at AHA
Sessions, a Landmark Lecture at the ISHR

World Congress (2001), the Keith Reimer
Distinguished Lecture of the ISHR (2002),
the Robert Berne Distinguished Lecture
of the American Physiological Society
(2005), the Michel Mirowski Lecture
(2006), the George E. Brown Memorial
Lecture of the AHA (2007), the James T.
Willerson Lecture (2008), the Laurence
H. Green Memorial Lecture (2010), the
Distinguished Scientist Lecture of the
AHA (2011), the Mikamo Lecture of the
Japanese Circulation Society (2013), and
the Michael J. Sole Lecture (2013).
He has published 379 papers including
253 original articles. Among the original
articles, 37 have appeared in Circulation
Research, 12 in PNAS, 7 in JCI, and 29
in Circulation. Thirty-five of his papers
have been cited more than 100 times, 16
more than 200 times, and 14 more than
300 times; total number of citations,
29,151; Hirsch factor, 94.
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ISHR- International Council
2016-2019

President
E Murphy, USA
President-Elect
T Eschenhagen, Germany
Past President
M Avkiran, UK
Secretary General
L Delbridge, Australia

2016 Fellows of the ISHR

Mark Cannell, UK
Horacio Cingolani*, Argentina
Asa Gustafsson, USA
Emilio Hirsch, Italy
David Kass, USA
Wolfgang Linke, Germany
Manuel Mayr, UK
Tetsuji Miura, Japan
Toyoaki Murohara, Japan

Kinya Otsu, UK
Ursula Ravens, Germany
Rong Tian, USA
Jolanda van der Velden,
The Netherlands
Yibin Wang, USA
Xander Wehrens, USA
*since deceased

Treasurer
A Gustafsson, USA
Journal Editor
R John Solaro, USA
Bulletin Editor
LA Lobaugh, USA
Council
H Ardehali, USA
J Backs, Germany
F Del Monte, USA
F Di Lisa, Italy
D Eisner, UK
R Fischmeister, France
L Hool, Australia
S Pepe, Australia
E Kranias, USA
D Lefer, USA
G Lopaschuk, USA
T Murohara, Japan
T Miura, Japan
P Ping, USA
Y Saito, Japan
Y Takeishi, Japan
KK Talwar, India
T Thum, Germany
M Vila-Petroff, Argentina
R-P Xiao, China
Yi Zhu, China

C al e n dar
■ A
 ugust

3 – 7, 2016. XXXIX Annual Meeting of the Australasian
Section. Adelaide, Australia.
Website: http://www.csanz2016.com/

■ S
 eptember

22 – 25, 2016. XIII Annual Meeting of the Chinese
Section. Wuhan, China.
Inquiries: Dao Wen Wang, dwwang@tjh.tjmu.edu.cn; Website:
http://www.ishrchina.org/Page/xwdt/105.html

■ D
 ecember

16 – 17, 2016. XXXIII Annual Meeting of the
Japanese Section. Tokyo, Japan.
Inquiries: Keiko Takihara, takihara@imed3.med.osaka-u.ac.jp;
Website: http://www.c-linkage.co.jp/cvmw2016/

■ M
 ay

30 – June 2, 2017. XXXVI Annual Meeting of the North
American Section. New Orleans, LA.
Inquiries: David Lefer, dlefe1@lsuhsc.edu

■ J
 uly

24 – 27, 2017. XXXIV Annual Meeting of the European
Section. Hamburg, Germany.
Inquiries: Lucie Carrier, l.carrier@uke.de
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ISHR E ARLY C AREER I NVESTIGATOR T RAVEL
B URSARY R ECIPIENTS – 2016
Gabriel Bernasochi
University of Melbourne
Supervisors: Drs Lea Delbridge and
James Bell
Host: Dr Martin Vila Petroff
UNLP-CONICET
La Plata, Argentina
After the ISHR World Congress in
Buenos Aires, I had the great opportunity to visit the Centro de Investigaciones
Cardiovasculares in La Plata, hosted by
Martín Vila Petroff and other members of
the Centro. This was my first time visiting an international lab – and it was quite
a scientific and a cultural experience. I
was greeted with collegial enthusiasm
throughout my stay and made to feel at
home. The lab itself was a hive of activity

and the scientific discussions that I had in
will help me further advance my project
at home.
My PhD research focuses on the role of
obesity and locally produced estrogens
atrial arrhythmogenesis – in Melbourne
my primary supervisors are Lea Delbridge
and James Bell. To complement my in vivo
and ex vivo measurements of arrhythmic
predisposition and to strengthen the mechanistic understanding of my data, the primary
experimental goal of my visit was to observe
and learn in vitro Ca2+ spark measurement
in isolated cardiomyocytes. During my
week in La Plata, I had the chance to visit
with a number of investigators and lab
groups – including Alicia Mattiazzi, Julieta
Palomeque and Luis Gonano. The Centro
(continued on page 15)

MSc. Yuriana Oropeza Almazán
Natl Med Sch – Tecnológico de Monterrey
Supervisor: Dr. Gerardo García-Rivas
Host: Dr Alicia Mattiazzi
CIC, UNLP
La Plata, Argentina
After the ISHR World Congress in Buenos
Aires, I had the opportunity to visit the
lab of Dr Alicia Mattiazzi at La Plata
University for one month. During my stay,
I not only had the pleasure of participating
in academic activities, but I also learned
state of the art experimental techniques
to measure cytosolic calcium transients
and transmembrane action potentials
in whole hearts. Also, I met the set-up
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characteristics for ex-vivo contractile
measurements in CaMKII transgenic
mice. This experience helped me to
standardize these protocols in my lab in
Monterrey, México, since we will study
the role of mitochondrial channels in heart
failure. In addition to these experimental
activities, I also had the opportunity
to present the progress on my research
project at Centro de Investigaciones
Cardiovasculares, receiving very valuable
feedback on my work. We also discussed
potential future collaborations. I sincerely
appreciate the support of the ISHR, which
allowed me to have this experience. This
was also an excellent opportunity for
career advancement.

VOLUME 22, NUMBER 3, 2016
by the tears and nostalgic faces of the
audience, the most emotive moment of
the meeting was the tribute to Dr. Horacio
Cingolani, founder of the Latin American
Section of the ISHR, who recently passed
away and who will be forever remembered for his passion for science.
The first Distinguished Lecture (Keith
Reimer Distinguished Lecture) was
given by Dr Rodolphe Fishmeister,
who gave us an elegant lesson about
cyclic nucleotide microdomains and
phosphodiesterases.
The afternoon
was filled with a number of exciting
symposia followed by the Outstanding
Investigator Award Lecture by Dr
Johannes Backs. His data on cardiac
epigenetics were simply overwhelming.
At the end of a very demanding day of
science the Co-Chair of the meeting, Dr
Alejandro Aiello, introduced a perfect
surprise, “A Pura Cepa” tango band. The
audience was enchanted by this band,
comprised mostly of professors of the
School of Medicine of La Plata, who
performed their music with an amateur
touch but with a professional love for
tango. The first day culminated in the
Welcome Reception, where appetizing
Argentinean hors d’oeuvres and malbec
wine from the Cuyo region were served
in a friendly atmosphere that was ideal
to share science, ideas, experiments,
career possibilities and to catch up with
old friends.
On the following days the scientific
intensity was even higher than on the
first day. The symposia were as varied
as the cardiovascular system, with presentations of cutting edge research. The
Research Achievement Award was given
to Dr Heping “Peace” Cheng, who
delighted the crowd with his presentation
“Protons trigger mitochondrial flashes
for ATP homeostasis in the heart”. The
Richard J Bing Young Investigator Award
competition was one of the more tense
moments during the meeting. The quality
of all the presentations was so high that

I can’t imagine how the judging panel
(Drs. David Eisner, Lea Delbridge,
Tish Murphy, Rodolphe Fishmeister,
Asa Gustafsson, Gary Lopaschuk,
Jolanda van der Velden and Martin
Villa Petroff) arrived at the final decision.
Kiyotake Ishikawa (School of Medicine
at Mount Sinai, USA), Victoria Mascetti
(Cambridge Univ, UK), Gaetano Santulli
(Columbia University, USA), and Helena
Viola (UWA, Autralia), were selected
from 38 candidates in a tough competition on the basis of the quality of their
submitted original manuscripts. Victoria
Mascetti was named as the winner of this
prestigious award, based on her work

titled “Human-mouse chimerism validates human stem cell pluripotency”.

Research Achievement Award:
Dr Asa Gustafsson congratulates awardwinner Dr Heping “Peace” Cheng.

Outgoing Past-President, Masatsugu Hori,
presents the aptly-named President’s
Distinguished Lecture Award to PresidentElect Thomas Eschenhagen.

The Nobel Laureate Lecture was
exquisitely introduced by Dr Howard
Rockman who made an artisan’s work
showing intimate details of Dr Robert
Lefkowitz research career, such as his
financial strategies to reach his goals.
Dr Robert Lefkowitz not only delighted
us with his science but also with his
clarity and sense of humor. The
Distinguished Leader Award was presented to Dr Salvatore Pepe, in appreciation of his service to the ISHR, particularly
his leadership of the Australasian Section.

Nobel Laureate Lecture. Dr Robert Lefkowitz receiving the recognition from ISHR from the
hands of Drs Howard Rockman and Tish Murphy.
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(Bernasochi continued from page 14)

de Investigaciones Cardiovasculares has
well established techniques and specialty
expertise in electrophysiology and Ca2+
handling imaging.
I spent some very interesting time
involved in experiments measuring and
quantifying Ca2+ release events and wave
propagation – and my new ‘hands on’
appreciation will be very useful in my
ongoing studies of Ca2+ release events
and arrhythmogenesis in my obese animal models. Juan Felice provided expert
instruction on Ca2+ spark and wave analysis which further advanced my under-

standing of the technique. In addition to
learning Ca2+ sparks, I was fortunate to
observe intracellular Ca2+ transients and
transmembrane action potentials in ex
vivo hearts with Gabriela Mazzocchi.
I am truly grateful for the opportunity
offered to me, and the warm hospitality extended to me by Martin and Alicia
and everyone at in the Centro. People
shared their time, enthusiasm, hospitality and scientific expertise with me
generously. And …it was a great way to
start off my lab visit with a very spectacular Argentine- Australian Asado -

certainly lots of myocyte and endocrine
substrate for the gathering together of
the two labs!
I would also like to thank to the ISHR
for their generous support of ECIs and
to the ECI committee for their efforts
in organizing the symposium, the social
evening and the travel bursaries. All
these things have made a big difference to my growth as a researcher – and
I encourage more ECIs to take up the
opportunities for the next Congress in
China! (that’s me at the back right next
to Alicia, with Martin at the Front left!)

(Remembering Arnold Katz, continued from page 8)

carried the day and the CHA Research
Committee continued to function in an
appropriate fashion.
In the early 1970s we both became active
in the ISHR. My chief interest was in the
cause of cell death in acute ischemia and
his was in cardiac function. We met at a
World Congress of Cardiology in Tokyo
in 1978 and had much fun exploring an
area (Akasuka) near our hotel that had
many restaurants. The restaurants had
painted plaster images of the food they
served in the window and you took the
waiter outside to show him what you
wanted to eat. The food was very good.
From there we went to New Delhi, India
to a World Congress of the ISHR where
I was elected President. While there we
rented a car with a driver and visited the
Taj Mahal. It was very impressive.
In 1975, the NIH responded to Nixon’s
agreement with the Soviet Union to sponsor scientific cooperation between the two
countries on questions that would help
both the US and the USSR to prosper.
The area that Arnie and I were involved
in was cardiac metabolism. Howard
Morgan chaired for the US and Eugenie
Chazov chaired for the Soviet Union.

We met in alternate countries roughly
every other year. The Russian scientists
liked to meet in parts of the Soviet Union
that were distant from Moscow and, as a
consequence, we met in Sochi, Baku,
Tbilisi, and Tashkent as well as in Moscow
and Leningrad.
Arnie replaced Howard as chairman of
the NIH delegation in the late 1980s and
was in charge of one of the last meetings
of this group. This meeting was held
in Baku on the Caspian Sea. He did an
excellent job keeping confrontations
from occurring secondary to the Soviets
shooting down a Korean passenger jet
over North Korea. He also objected to

the anti-Semitic aura that permeated the
Soviet Union.
Although his activities slowed as he
approached retirement, Arnie was intellectually active until the end as evidenced
by the fact that he recently revised his
textbook on Physiology of the Heart.
We are grateful for his many enduring
contributions to the field of cardiovascular science.
Robert B Jennings, M.D.
Emeritus James B Duke Prof
of Pathology
Duke University Medical Center

We are saddened by the loss of Dr Arnold M Katz, who died on January 25, 2016
in Norwich, Vermont. At the time of his death, Dr Katz was Prof Emeritus of
Medicine at the Univ of Connecticut School of Medicine, and Honorary Prof
of Medicine and Physiology at the Geisel Medical School at Dartmouth. Dr
Katz was an eminent cardiac researcher, physician, teacher, mentor and author
of numerous articles and books including the celebrated text, Physiology of the
Heart (available in its 5th Edition). Dr Katz was a longtime member and supporter of the ISHR, receiving the Peter Harris Distinguished Scientist Award in
2004, and authoring the historical series of newsletter articles, “Truth from Error:
Sixty Years of Cardiology – 1952 to 2012”, from 2012-2016 (articles available
online in issues 20:1 – 22:2 at http://www.ishrworld.org/?page=HNV).
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is published thanks to an unrestricted
grant from Servier Research Group Institut la Conférence Hippocrate
A private French pharmaceutical group committed
to therapeutic advances in cardiovascular medicine and
other key therapeutic areas. We have successfully
developed products in the field of cardiovascular diseases
(ischemic heart disease, hypertension, and heart failure)
and in other major therapeutic fields. A number
of landmark studies like PROGRESS, EUROPA,
PREAMI, ADVANCE, HYVET, BEAUTIFUL,
and SHIFT have been conducted with our support.
The dynamism of our research is ensured by
consistent allocation of at least 25% of the annual
turnover of the Group to search for new molecules
and develop their therapeutic applications.
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