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Use Blogging as a Teaching Tool for Textile and Apparel Trade and Sourcing Courses 

 

 

Project Objectives  

The purpose of the project is to use blogging as an innovative and interactive teaching tool for 

textile and apparel (T&A) global trade and sourcing courses, and facilitate students’ learning on 

the subject. Specifically, the project includes the following activities: 

 In the form of blogging, the instructor updates students with the latest industry 

development and news (articles, videos or other multimedia resources) supplementary to 

the textbook material.  

 Use the blog site to facilitate instructor-student and student-student interactions and 

create a 24/7 online learning community beyond the classroom. 

 Use the blog site as a communication platform to reach external professionals and invite 

them to participate in students’ learning activities.   

 Use blogging as a mechanism to update the course material regularly (such as the reading 

list for the following semesters). 

 

Project Description   

Why Blogging?              

With the global nature of today’s textile and apparel (T&A) industry, it is critical for T&A 

majors to have the big landscape of the T&A industry in mind and understand the unique “rules 

of the game” that regulate the T&A trade (Dickerson, 1999).  Most T&A educational programs 

in the United States have offered global trade courses in names such as “Textile and Apparel in 

the Global Economy”, “Global Sourcing in Textiles and Apparel”, “Global Apparel and Textile 

Trade and Sourcing”, “Global Issues of Textile and Apparel Industry” and “Textile Markets” to 

cover related topics. 

 

Despite the importance of the subject, compared with other core T&A major courses such as 

retailing, merchandising and consumer behavior, there are much fewer textbook options 

available for the global T&A trade courses beyond Dickerson (1999), Kunz, Karpova & Garner 
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(2016), Ha-Brookshire (2017) and Rivoli (2015)1. This leaves the instructor with limited 

flexibility in adjusting or adding new topics to the course. On the other hand, because of the fast-

changing nature of the T&A industry in the United States and globally, the content of the 

textbook could also be far behind the actual development in the industry. For example, few 

existing textbooks have the chance to cover cutting-edge issues important for T&A majors to 

know, from the renegotiation of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), the 

emerging “China plus Vietnam plus many” sourcing strategy, to the ten-year extension of the 

African Growth and Opportunity Act (Platzer, 2017; Lu, 2018). Not being able to connect 

students with what is going on in the industry closely makes it more challenging to raise 

students’ learning interests on the subject and could weaken the relevance of the global trade and 

sourcing course to students’ career preparation too.  

 

In response to the teaching-learning challenges identified above, this project proposes the 

adoption of blogging as an innovative and interactive teaching tool for T&A global trade 

courses. Particularly, there are two notable advantages of using blogging: 1) to provide greater 

flexibility in introducing updated course material to the students that are supplementary to the 

textbook; 2) to facilitate instructor-student and student-student interactions beyond the classroom 

setting and create a 24/7 online learning community (Krause, 2005). Additionally, since social 

media is extremely popular among the millennials, college students may see blogging as a more 

engaging and appealing way of learning.  

 

Create a blogging site 

To start the project, the instructor needs to create a stable-running, user-friendly and easily 

accessible blog site.  Fortunately, several websites offer blog-hosting services with price ranging 

from free of charge to 100 dollars annually (such as www.wordpress.com and 

www.blogger.com).  With the help of the tools provided by the hosting websites, the instructor 

can further customize the visual appearances, structure, and setting of the blog site. As illustrated 

in Figure 1, a course blog site may include the following sessions: 

                                                      
1 Rivoli (2009) in the strict sense is not a textbook but a supplementary reading.  
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Figure 1 Sample structure of a course blog site 

Specifically:  

 About the course: an introduction page that may include key information of the course, such 

as course description, learning objectives, required textbooks and the importance of the 

subject. The session can also serve as the homepage for the whole blog site to provide new 

visitors with an overview of the site and the course.  

 Articles: the instructor can use this section to post blogs and update students with the latest 

industry developments. The blogs may incorporate multimedia such as videos, pictures, and 

linkages to other external online resources. Some blog hosting sites also allow visitors to 

share the blog posts on popular social media such as Facebook, Twitter, and Linkedin. 

 Assignments: depending on the needs of the course, the instructor can post any assignments 

that include an online discussion component. The students can use the blog site as an online 

discussion forum.  

 Resources: the instructor may provide linkages to various external online resources related to 

the content of the course (such as industry and trade databases, university library resources, 

journals and key government and industry organizations). 

 Contact: the instructor can share the contact information in case the students or any blog 

visitors have any questions. 

 

Learning activities based on blogging  

The instructor can create multiple learning activities based on the blogging. The followings are 

some examples:  

Homepage

About the 
course

Articles
Assignment

s
Resources Contact
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 Blogging and students’ comment: Through blogging, the instructor can update students 

with the latest trends and developments in the global T&A industry corresponding to the 

progress of the course. The instructor can also use blogging to remind students of a 

specific point or topic introduced in the classroom (Please see the samples in Appendix 

I). As a graded assignment, the instructor can ask students to leave their thoughtful 

comments on the blog posts (Please see Appendix II for the sample grading rubric). In the 

comments, students can explain why they agree or disagree with any particular points 

mentioned in a blog post or respond to other students’ comments. It is also important for 

the instructor to remind students to apply course related theory and concepts in their 

comments.  

 Group discussion assignment: Students often benefit from working in teams and learning 

from each other (Barkley, Cross & Major, 2014).The blog site can become a platform to 

host and facilitate interactive learning beyond the physical restraints of the classroom. 

The instructor may develop a teamwork-based term project and invite each group to post 

their teamwork outcomes on the blog site for other groups to comment and critique. The 

instructor can also monitor the discussion and provide timely feedback to improve the 

quality of the discussion and facilitate students’ interactions. (The group discussion 

assignment can adopt the sample grading rubric in Appendix II too).  

 Bringing external resources to the classroom: The instructor can further use the blog site 

as a platform to connect students with professionals in the textile & apparel industry. For 

example, the blog site may host an online debate and invite both the students and the 

industry leaders to share their thoughts and interact with each other.   

 Updating course material: Additionally, the instructor can use blogging as a way of 

collecting and updating the course material regularly. For example, the articles, reports, 

data and industry updates referenced in the blogs can be used as new reading or 

assignment material for the following semesters, and keep students updated of the current 

events in the industry beyond the coverage of the textbook.  

 

Figure 2 provides another example of how to use blogging as an integrated teaching tool for 

global trade and sourcing class. 
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Teaching Tips 

The author has started using blogging in the T&A global trade course since fall 2012 (Blog site: 

www.shenglufashion.com). As of July 2018, the blog site has attracted over 600 followers, 

including over 300 textile and apparel industry professionals worldwide. As a reflection of the 

active online student-to-student and instructor-to-student interaction, the blog site received over 

80,000 visits and more than 1,600 comments in 2017. 

 

As shown in Figure 3, students also say they like the blogging assignment because:  

 The blogging assignment keep students informed of the current events in the T&A 

industry and make them realize the importance of the course subject;  

 The blog site provides students with the opportunity to learn from each other and interact 

with the instructor beyond the classroom. Actually, many students still follow the blog 

site even after they graduated from the course,  because they treat the blog site as a great 

source of information beneficial for their future study and work in the T&A industry.  

 

 

http://www.shenglufashion.com/
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Figure 3 Examples of students’ learning feedback on the blogging project 

 

Last but not the least, to successfully carry out the blogging assignment in the T&A global trade 

and sourcing course and achieve the expected teaching and learning outcomes, here are some 

additional tips: 

 

First, it will be both helpful and necessary for the instructor to provide detailed step-by-step 

instructions on how to use the blog site with the students. For example, the instructor can 

consider offering an orientation session in the class, showing students how to register a username 

or leave a comment on a blog post.  

 

Second, the instructor may need to take additional measures to protect students’ privacy on the 

internet. For example, the instructor may ask each student to sign an agreement form regarding 

posting their comments on the blog site (Please see the sample agreement in Appendix III). In 

case students are not willing to share their comments, the instructor should consider offering an 

alternative assignment. Also, to alleviate students’ concerns about their identity, the instructor 

should allow students to hide their true identity and use any usernames they prefer when posting 

a comment on the blog site.  
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Third, it could be helpful if the instructor can find regular sources to develop the content of the 

blog posts. Recommended sources include, but not limited to: 

 Just-Style (www.just-style.com)  

 Womens’ Wear Daily (www.wwd.com)  

 Sourcing Journal Online (https://sourcingjournal.com/)  

 California Apparel News (https://www.apparelnews.net/) 

 United States Fashion Industry Association (https://www.usfashionindustry.com/) 

 American Apparel and Footwear Association (https://www.aafaglobal.org/)  

 National Council of Textile Organizations (www.ncto.org)  

 Footwear Distributors of America (http://fdra.org/ ) 

 The European Apparel and Textile Federation (http://www.euratex.eu/)  

 Office of Textiles and Apparel (www.otexa.trade.gov)  

 Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (www.ustr.gov)  

 

Fourth, depending on the level of confidence and the particular situation of the class (such as the 

class size and students’ webpage editing skills), the instructor may grant students with certain 

autonomy in writing the content of the blog posts. For example, students may be allowed to write 

and post their blogs without prior approval by the instructor. Being able to write blogs by 

themselves may make students feel even more involved in the learning process, however, at the 

same time, the instructor may have to closely monitor the content of the blog posts and control 

their overall quality.   
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Appendix I: Examples of Blog Comment Assignment 

Blog posts can take different formats and contributed both by the instructor and students 

Types of Blog Posts Contributors  

Statistics, industry trends and 

latest research outcomes  
The instructor mostly create the blog post with assistance from the teaching assistant. 

Some blog posts can seek contributions from students as well.  

Online discussions  Students develop the discussion questions based on their weekly reading assignments.  

Exclusive interview blog series The instructor, students and invited interviewees can jointly develop the blog posts. 
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Appendix II: Online Discussion Example 
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Grading Rubric: 

Criteria  Excellent Good Fair 

Number of postings 

& timeliness of 

postings 

The student responds at the beginning of 

discussion period and participates 

throughout the discussion with at least the 

minimum number of required posts. 

The student responds during the 

discussion period and meets the 

standard for the minimum number of 

posts. 

The student responds only at the end 

of the discussion period and does not 

meet the standard for the minimum 

number of posts. 

Application of 

course concepts, 

theory, and 

terminologies  

Student always relates the discussion 

content to the concepts, theory, and 

terminologies of the course.  

Student sometimes relates the 

discussion concepts, theory, and 

terminologies of the course. 

The student does not relate 

discussion content to the concepts, 

theory, and terminologies of the 

course.  

Facilitation of 

interactive 

discussion 

Posts encourage and facilitate interaction 

among classmates. The student responds to 

other classmates in a way that makes 

connections and builds on other’s ideas.   

Posts respond to comments by other 

classmates.  

Posts rarely interact with or respond 

to other classmates.  

Originality and 

creativity of 

viewpoints 

Student creatively applies what (s)he is 

learning, rather than relying on stereotypes. 

Opinions are supported by original 

arguments and the presence of evidence 

(such as statistics and examples).  

Student sometimes relies on 

stereotypes rather than original 

thoughts. Student sometimes can 

present original arguments and 

evidence (such as statistics and 

examples). 

Student relies on stereotype thinking 

and rarely presents original thoughts. 

Arguments are seldom supported by 

evidence (such as statistics and 

examples).  
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Appendix III: Sample Online Discussion Content Release Agreement  

 

I hereby consent to and authorize the public release of any text and image that result from 

participating in the online blogging activities of […]. I further agree the use of any text and 

image that result from participating in the online blogging activities of […] for any future 

academic or educational purposes.  

 

I acknowledge reading the entire Agreement prior to signing and I am familiar with the content.   

 

Name (Print):________________________ 

Signature:___________________________         Date:_______________________________ 

Email:______________________________ 

Phone:_____________________________  

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

                _________________________________________________________________


